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ſuppoſes that, Kirkeudbright was known to the Romany 
by the dame of Brastium. Its preſent name, be thinks, is of 
Saxon, original How ft this antiquarian is well founded 
in his conjecture, mull be left to thoſe-who are-beſt acquaint- 
ed with the Saxon language to determine. But whatever was 
the ancient defignation of this town, it is extremely 
that, its preſent name is  0f-4 ma and derived from 
85 Vor- XI. n A | "RED a different 
* — r ee e es, 
* hodieque vitiols..Citt puto); Saqto-Saxonico vogativlo. Kirkudbright, & oft. ad 
mn ip gert. | Veteres Britanni ſorſan dinerint Car- 
giv aber rit, quad eft, arx trajedius fluminei Aer Quin et ipſum Benutjum 


© videinr tek tingus fobuct ſcripeum. Ben f quod eſt Coyut Deen. 
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a different original. About the diſtance of a quarter of a 
mile from the borough, there is ſituated an old chureh- 
yard, which, from time immemorial, has ſerved the pur. 
Poſe of a burying ground to the town, and a part of the land- 
ed pariſh annexed to it. In former times, a large church was 
built in the midſt of this field, but it is now ſo completely 
decayed, that there is not the ſmalleſt veſtige of it to be feen. 
This church was dedicated to St. Cuthbert ; and the church. 
yard is called at this day St. Cuthbert's church. yard. The 
contiguity of this burying field to the town, together with the 
different ways of ſpelling Kirkcudbright, in ſome old authentic 
writings, as Kilculbrigt, Kirkcudburgh, Kirtobrie, Cc. inclines 
us to think, that whatever might have been its ancient de- 
ſignation, its preſent name is derived from St. Cuthbert, in 
Honour of the tutelary ſaint of this place. Hence Kilcud- 
bright, or Kirkcudbright, fignifies the kirk or church of St. 
Cuthbert. 


Etrecbion and Extent. What is now called Kirkcudbright 
Pariſh, formerly confiſted of 3 ſeparate and diſtin pariſhes ; 
which are marked in the ancient valuation roll of the ſtewartry 
by the names of Dunrod, Galtway, and Kirkcudbright. Theſe 
names are ftill retained; and the different church-yards, which 
are occupied at this day, as the burying grounds of the inha- 
bitants of theſe pariſhes, ſuſficiently ſhew, that they were once 
ſeparated, and disjoined from each other. The union of theſe 
Pariſhes, or rather the annexation of Dunrod and Galtway to 
the pariſh of Kirkcudbright, appears to have taken place about 
130 years ago. The burgh is the ſeat of the preſbytery. The 
Hgure of the pariſh approaches nearly to an oblong ſquare, 
and ſtretches from N. to 8. The town, or burgh, lies on the 
W. and projects a little on that fide of the ſquare. The length 
of the. Py is 7 Britiſh miles: its breadth from. 3 to 4. 

| The 
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The general form of it, and the diſtricts, with which it is 
ſarrounded, will appear from the annexed map. The pariſh 
is moſtly hilly, and has but little extended plain. The hills, 
however, do not riſe very high; nor do they terminate at the 
top in rocky points. They flope gradually, and form a very 
obtuſe angle with the plain. Along the ſides of the hills, 
and even up to their higheſt ſummits, they are generally arable.” 
Such as are not abound with excellent paſture, Not unfre- 
quently the deepeſt ſoil is to be found at the top of the hill. 
This perhaps may be owing to the air, operating more power- 
fully upon the high lands, which are more expoſed to its in- 
fluence, and gradually diſſolving the rotten rocks, of which 
the tops of theſe hills are here chiefly compoſed, and by this 
means forming a deeper ſoil, 


Soil. The ſoil of this pariſh is chiefly of two kinds, wet 
and dry. The wet ſoil is occaſioned by a hard, cold till, 
which is generally found upon theſe hills; whoſe ſurface is 
ſmooth, and lies about 6 inches below the ſuperficies. The 
till, by retaining the water, proves highly detrimental to ve. 
getation. Manure, in this caſe, is of little or no uſe. For 
ſuch ſoils, after having been covered with a ſufficient quantity 
of marle, lime or ſea ſhells, prove very ungrateful, either in 
the production of corn or of graſs, The dry foil, which is 
the moſt general, conſiſts of a light, hazely earth, with a ſharp 
gravelly bottom. This kind of ſoil is about 64 inches deep; 
and, when covered with any of the former manures, and pro- 
perly treated, it makes a moſt ample return; eſpecially if 
the ſeaſons are warm, and attended with frequent ſhowers. 
The ſoil in this caſe is aſtoniſhingly productive, both of graſs 
and corn. Although the lands, when not overeropped, pro- 
duce excellent grain, yet, from the peculiar quality of the 
graſs that grows here, they are particularly adapted for fat- 

| A 2 : tening. 
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teving. No pariſh in Scotland feeds cattle richer, or | better, 
There are at leaſt x,000 acres of rich paſture grounds, which 
will feed as many bullocks or heifers, laid on m May, and 
taken off in November, from 20 to 30 ſtones a piece. And, 
if they are kept to the proper age, (5 or 6 years old), upon 
the different ſtock farms, they will attain from 40 to yo ſtone. 


weight. Better beef, in point ol fatneſs and quality, is no 
where to de found. | 


Climate, — 0 the wind blows chiefly from 
the S. and 8. W., and conſequently expoſes this country to 
frequent ſhowers, and ſometimes to long continued rains; yet 
the climate, upon the whole, is neither damp nor unhealthy. 
This is owing to the nature of its ſhallow, hazely foil ; which, 
by admitting the rain to paſs eaſily through its ſurface, quickly 
abſorbs and ſucks it up. Unlike to deep, clayey grounds ; 
which, by long retaining the falling ſhowers upon their ſur- 
face, permit the rays of the ſun again to exhale them. Hence 
the air, impregnated with a conſtant ſucceſſion of watery par- 
ticles, is kept perpetually damp, which perhaps occaſions 
theſe rheumatic and conſumptive diſorders, that are not often 
to be met with here. In proof ot this, chere are no epidemi- 
cal diſtempers peculiar to this country, In general, the cli- 
mate is remarkably healthy, and people often attain to a very 


great 2 ge—Inoculation i is univerfally profited, and with great 
ſucceſs, 222771 


Springs.—There are no mineral ſprings within the pariſh, 
of much conſequence. A chalybeate water, mixed ith 4 
little ſulphur, has lately been diſcovered in a field adjoining to 
the burgh; but as neither its ſtrength nor virtues have hither- 
to been' well aſcertained, nothing decifive can be faid con- 
IN it. The ws is ae with excellent ſpring wa- 

ter, 
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ter, conveyed in leaden pipes, from a quarter of a mile's 
diſtance. This ver) uſeful work, which coſt upwards of 
gool. Sterling, was executed in 1764. One half of the ex- 
pence was defrayed by the burgh, and the other half by pri- 
vate ſubſcribers : A great undertaking at the time, conſider- 
ing the revenues of the town were but ſmall, and the opulence 
of the individuals not great. 7 


Farms, Produce, Improvement, c. — The whole 
landed property is divided into 40 farms, which, Scotch acres. 
upon an accurate meaſurement, contain - — 125,325 
From a laboured calculation, made from 8 dif- 
ferent farms, promiſcuouſly taken, the contents 
of which were exactly aſcertained, the propor- 
tion of arable to paſture land was as 4 to I. 


Hence the unarable iss e 3.081 
Theſe, deduQted from the total number of acres, . 

leave of arable ground e 9,244 
Ok this quantity, one fourth is annually in tillage, 2,311 
Of arable, there is annually in paſturage, 55 6,933 


To this add the unarable parts, — — - 3,081 
Remain in hay and paſturage yearly, - =— I0,014 
About one fourth of the ground in grain is an- | 


nually ſown out. . - 578 
As every acre in tillage yields, upon an ave- | 
rage, at leaſt 33 Wincheſter buſhels, there is Buſtels. 

produced annually, - - "ts, 76, 263 


Of chis quantity, the farmer reſerves, at an ave- 
; rage, two thirds, to ſupport his family, feed his 

| horſes, and ſow his ground. —Remain for | 
cs. Bs pt” pbk cots net Lage” 25,421 


— © 


Potatoe 
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Potatoes, at an average, 5 bolls per farm, - - 200 holls, 
Wool, at the rate of 3 ſtones perffarm, - - - 120 ſtones, 
Milk, butter and cheeſe, at 11. per cow. +« g2ol. 


The ſpecies of grain, that is ſown in the pariſh, conſiſts of 
bear, barley, and oats, chiefly the latter. They are all very 
good, though not ſo weighty as what 1s produced upon deeper 
fails. Although wheat 1s but little cultivated in this part of 
the country, it is however the opinion of the moſt experienced 
farmers, that the ſoil is equal to the production of any kind 
of grain; being, though light and thin, exceedingly graczous. 
For manuring the land, marie is here chiefly uſed. It is found 
more or leſs ſcattered over the whole pariſh, in beds, from 22 
feet thick to 3 inches, and at various depths below the ſur- 
face. Lime too is brought from Whitehaven, and employed 
by ſome farmers for meliorating their land. But beſides 
marle, which is found within the pariſh, there is alſo an inex- 
hauſtible ſtore of ſhells lying along the coaſt, which are prin- 
cipally uſed for enriching the ou that lie _—_—_ 
to it, 


Cattle. The average number in each farm, and che total 
uumber 1 in the pariſh are, as follows : ; 


Average 1 in each, of horſes, - 5 Total, 200 
— milk cows, = 8 — 320 
— — ſale eattle, - go ——— - 1,200 
— ſheep,  - 2. 3800 
— 8 n 320 
— year olds B —— 320 


In all, - - 3,160 


Rents and Proprietors The whole pariſh i is rented, at an 
everage, at 148. per acre, Some fields, however, of the heſt 
| land 
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land are let at 2 guineas per acre, The farmer depends, for 
the payment of his rent, chiefly upon the ſale of his bullocks 
and heifers ; which are annually ſent to the Engliſh market, 
about 3 years old, and fetch excellent prices. But ſhould the 
demand for Galloway cattle and ſheep at any time ceaſe, in the 
ſouthern parts of the united kingdom, or ſhould the prices 
fall, for a few years ſucceſſively, the farmer mult infallibly 
become bankrupt; for he has little or no dependence upon the 
ſale of his grain, which, ſor the moſt part, turns out to no great 
account. From the thinneſs of the population, a conſiderable 
quantity of the grain produced cannot be conſumed in this 
country, Hence it muſt be ſent coaſt-ways, to the Engliſh 
market, or to Greenock and the weſt of Scotland. But as 
this is attended with conſiderable expence, and beſides depends 
upon a variable market, it does not always make that profit- 
able return, which the farmer thinks he had a right to expect. 
It is for this reaſon, that proprietors, when granting leaſes of 
their farms, generally eſtimate the value of the rent, from the 
number of ſheep and cattle which the farm will feed, and not 
from the quantity of grain which it will produce. Accord- 
ing to the ancient valuation roll, the free rent of the pariſh 
was Go2gl. 8s. 1d. Scotch. Its preſent rent is more than 
6, oool. Sterling. There are very few proprietors in this ex- 
tenſive pariſh. The EARL of SELKIRK poſſeſſes above five 
ſixths of the whole property. | 


Foreſt Trees. —Beſides thoſe various uſeful improvements 
in huſbandry, which are carried on in the pariſh, theſe which 
are alſo adapted for ornament, as well as utility, ought not 
to. be omitted. The Earl of Selkirk has planted, with great 
taſte and judgment, ſeveral hundred acres, with various kinds 
of foreſt trees, ſuch as oaks, beeches, aſhes, elms, birches, cheſ- 
nuts, ſycamores, hornbeams, rowans, walnuts, larches, together 


with 
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with different ſorts of pines; as Scotch, black and white, and 
American ſpruce, Weymouth, filver, and balm of Gilead. 
He has alſo reared a nurſery, conſiſting of x 5 acres of ground; 
which, contains more than a million of plants, all in a moſt 
thriving condition, and ſoon to be tranſplanted for ACE Hh 
and beautifying various GE fields. | 


Fruit Trees His Lordſhip has likewiſe laid out an exten- 
five orchard of fruit trees, for the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing a 
ſmall orchard at every farm houſe. A few years ago, there 
was not a fingle fruit tree to be ſeen in any part of the pariſh, 
except what grew about St. Mary's Je. Some veſtiges of 
old orchards, ſcattered up and down, are ſtill to be traced ; 
but neither trees nor fruit are any where to be found. They 
mult have gone into decay near a century ago. A great many 
indigenous plants are to be found, along the ſhore, and in 
the environs of Kirkcudbright, and eſpecially around St. 
Mary's Ifle, which would afford much entertainment for the 
curious botaniſt; but as they are all ſo well deſcribed by the 
Rev. Jonx LIonTTOOr, in his Flora Scotica, a repetition of 
them is unneceſſary. In his Lordſhip's garden, at St. Mary's 
Ile, there are 6 hot houſes, beſides forcing frames, all upon a 
new conſtruction, which contain various ſorts of fruits and 
exotics, Fruit trees, laid horizontally upon a bank, in place 
of a wall, have lately been tried by his Lordſhip's gardener, 
and have anſwered remarkably well. In ſhort, from the va- 
rious improvements already made, and ſtill carrying on, the 
face of this country will, in the courſe of a few years, be totally 
changed. It will aſſume a moſt beautiful appearance. The 
molt charming landſcapes will ſtrike the eye, and afford de- 
lightful ſubjects for the poet's fancy, and the painter's pencil. 


River: 


d. 
; 


Rivers and Fi Various little ſtreams; which abound 
with trouts, and other ſmall fiſh, flow in « meandering courſe 
through this pariſh, and afford excellent amuſement for ſuch as 
are fond of angling. But the only river worth noticing, both 
on account of its large ſize, and its extenſive uſefulneſs, is 
the Dex, called by the ancient Romans Deva. It riſes out 
of Loch Dee, which is ſituated at the bottom of thoſe hills, 
that ſeparate Ayrſhire from Galloway. After running many 
miles in a ſerpentine courſe, and receiving the waters of the 
great river Ken, it flows a conſiderable way, till it reaches 
the pariſh of Kirkcudbright ; then runs alongſt the weſt fide, 
from N. E. to -S. W. and empties itſelf into the Solway 
Frith. The river Dee abounds with excellent ſalmon, ſea 
trouts and hirlines. The ſalmon are ſold here at different 
prices, from 6d. to ad, per pound. They ſeldom begin to 


Tun till the month of March, and then appear only in ſmall 


numbers. In May and June they ſwim up in ſhoals, with 
the tide, and are caught in great numbers. They are ſup- 
poſed to be in the higheſt perfection in the month of June, 
and beginning of July. Nothing can exceed the richneſs of 
the ſalmon caught within the tide mark. Their fleſh, when 
boiled, is generally intermixed with a white curd, which 


feels hard; but if the fiſh are kept for a day or two, this curd 


diſſolves into oil. To ſuch as are unaceuſtomed to eat ſalmon 
till ſeveral days after they are taken, the diſſolved curd is 
molt agreeable. Sea trouts make their appearance in the ri- 
ver, during the month of June ; the hirlines in July; and the 
grilſes in Auguſt. 


Fiſheries. —The fiſheries within this patiſh ate let for about 
40ol. per annum, and belong to the Earl of SeLKIRE, Mr. 
Mu&&ar, and the town ot Kirkcudbright, Mr. Murray's 
fiſhery lies in the upper part, both above the tide mark, and 

Vol. XI, B immediately 
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immediately where it flows. One half is within the pariſh of 
Tungland, and the other in the pariſh of Kirkcudbright. AL 
though it is commonly called the Tungland fiſhery, yet all 
the grounds contiguous to the river, on the Kirkcudbright 
fide, belong to the Earl of Selkirk +. The fiſhery below is 
carried on by what are called ib pairs. They are 13 in num- 
ber; one half adapted for the flood, and the other for the 
ebb tide. Some belong to the town, but the greater part to 
the Earl of Selkirk. They are rented at about zxool. The 
leſſee of the town's fiſhery is reſtricted by his tack, from ſell- 
ing his fiſh to any but the inhabitants of the burgh, and is 
not allowed to ſell them higher than 3d. per pound, even at 
the earlieſt ſeaſon. In the month of Jine he muſt ſell the 
ſalmon at 2d., and the grilſes at 14d. per pound. This was a 
very humane regulation of the magiſtrates and town council, 
for the benefit of the poorer citizens, who, by this indulgence, 
participate a little of the revenues of the burgh. 

The number of ſalmon, grilſes, and white trouts, that are 
annually caught in the doaghs or cruives, in the upper, or 
Tungland fiſhery, is almoſt incredible. They are all ſhipped 
for the Engliſh market, Liverpool and Whitehaven, and fetch 
excellent prices, eſpecially in the early fiſhing ſeaſon. But 
the method of filhing, practiſed by the fiſhermen, in the up- 
per works, is moſt deſtructive to the lower fiſheries. The 
doaghs are raiſed ſo high, that ſcarce a fiſh can get over, unleſs 
there is an immenſe ſwell in the river Dee, which ſeldom hap- 
pens during the fiſhing ſeaſon. | 

The ſpars alſo, which are fixed acroſs the river, in theſe 
doaghs, to prevent the fiſh from getting up, inſtead of being 


perpendicular, 


+ A conſiderable part of this fiſhery, called the Sand- led, within the tide mark, 
was alſo unqueſtionably, in former times, the property of his Lordſhip. How- 
ever, at preſent, he enjoys no part of this fiſhery. By a gradual and iniquitous 
encroachment upon his right, this part of the fiſhery was unjuſtly wreſted from 
him, 
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perpendicular, are placed horizontally, and not near the diſ- 
tance from one another which the law directs. Neither is 
there any Saturday's flap, (opening of the works), obſerved 

during the fiſhing ſeaſon, by which means not a ſingle fiſh can 

get up till the legal time, 26th Auguſt, expires. And even 

after it expires, theſe deſtructive works are kept up for 3 or 

4 weeks ſucceſſively. Hence not only the fiſheries below, but 

alſo the property of thoſe gentlemen, who have confiderable 

eſtates higher up the river, and by their charter have a right 

to fiſh, are eſſentially injured. Some people here pretend 

to ſay, that the ſame number of fiſh are always found to re. 

turn annually into the river, notwithſtanding the immenſe 
quantities which are yearly taken, But this, it may be pre- 

ſumed, is juſt as abſurd, as if one ſhould aſſert, that though 

you were to deſtroy 40 out of 50 breeders, you would till 

have as many produced next ſeaſon from the 10, as you had 

the preceding year from the 50 breeders. 


Harbour.—The harbour of Kirkcudbright is ſituated on 
the N. of the Solway Frith, about 10 leagues N. E. of the 
Iſle of Man, and 7 leagues N. W. of St. Bee's Head, in Eng- 
land. It is a ſafe, natural harbour, with good anchorage, 
and ſhelter from all winds. There is no harbour in the S. 
coaſt of Scotland ſuperior to it ; but, being a dry harbour, it 
is fit only for ſuch veſſels as can take the ground. At the 
mouth of it there is an iſland called Little Roſs. The en- 
trance between this and the E. ſhore is about 45 mile. It is 
ſafe and bold on both fides. About 200 or 300 yards N. E. 
of this iſland lies the proper road for veſſels to anchor, where 
they ride in perfect ſafety, unleſs the wind ſets in from 8. W. 
by S. to S. S. E.; and even then, if it does not blow a very 
hard gale. In this road there isadepth of 16 feet at low water, 
and 40 at high water, the riſe being about 24 feet. At half 
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2 mile's diſtance, within Little Roſs, on the W. fide of the 
i0and, there is a ſmall but ſafe harbour, called Balmalgan 


Bay. At 4 hours flood, there is a depth of 12 or 15 feet 


water for veſſels to ride in, either at ſpring or neap tides ; 
beſides mooring, and ſufficient room for 20 br veſſels to 
_ lie, on a ſoft clay bottom. 


Bay.— About 24 wiles within Little Roſs, on the E, fide, 
there is a large bay, called Torr”: Lake, or Manx-man's Lake, 
where more than 100 large veſſels may lie in ſafety, upon a 
ſoft mud or clay bottom. At 4 hours flood, there is a depth 
of 14 or 16 feet water in this bay, either in ſpring or neap 
tides. Two perches are placed on the right hand, and one 
fixed at the point of St. Mary's s Iſle, to direct veſſels to ſteet 


in without danger. 


Bar, Ce.— Off St. Mary's Ile there runs a bar, nearly acroſg 
the harbour. At ordinary ſpring tides the depth is about 20 
feet water ; and veſſels may either paſs over, or run channel. 
courſe cloſe in with the rocks on the 8. ſhore, according to the 
wind and time of the tide, After paſſing the bar, the channel 
becomes narrow z and it is neceſſary that large veſſels ſhould have 
aleading wind to carry them up the river. Upon the ſhore, cloſe 
by the town, there is a fine ſhelving beach, where the ſhipping 
lie, or ride at anchor in the ct-znnel. Here the depth is 8 feet 
at low water, and 28 at high water. The riſe being about 
20 feet, the river is navigable to Tungland ; that is, 2 miles 
above the town. There is ſufficient water for veſſels of 200 
tons, though it is but ſeldom that any except coaſting ſloops 
aſcend ſo high. The diſtanee from the entrance into the har. 
bour, up to the town ot Kircudbright, is 5 miles; and the 
wideſt part, at the point of dt. Mary's lde, i is 1 mile and 3 
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Light-Houſe propoſed, In ſtormy weather, when veſſels 
can neither keep the ſea, nor clear the land, this harbour is 
the beſt in the S. coaſt of Scotland for ſhelter, and on that 
account is much frequented in winter. But the entrance in- 
to it being narrow, a ſtrong tide ſetting right acroſs, and no 
light- houſe to direct them, it is dangerous to run for it in 
the dark, and engage with a lee ſhore. Many fatal accidents 
happen by ſhips miſſing the harbour, and being driven, either 
into Wigton Bay, or on the banks of the Solway Frith. The 
iſland of Little Roſs affords an excellent ſituation for a light- 
houſe. One might be erected there at a ſmall expence, and 
kept up on moderate terms. It would be of the utmoſt uti- 
lity to all ſhipping, and particularly to ſtrangers, in the hour 
of danger. Were government appriſed of the great benefit 
that would reſult from this, it is to be hoped they would 
think the matter worthy their attention, and cauſe a light. 
houſe to be erected at the public expence, 


Sea Ware.— The harbour furniſhes dilſe, tangle, and com, 
mon ſea-weed, A conſiderable quantity of the latter is cut, 
made into kelp, and ſold for the ſoap and bottle manufactories. 


Sea Fiſh and Fowls.—Beſides ſalmon, ſea-trouts and hirlines, 
the following ſea fiſh are to be found in the harbour: cod, 
which are ſold at 14d. per pound; ſcad, called here lyth or 
lyd; blochan, mackerels, whitings, flounders, ſoles, ſkate, eels, 
ſand-cels, clubbocks, or codlocks; ſhrimps; leſſer ſpotted ſharks, 
called here dog: ; angel ſharks * ; bull's heads, or miller's 
thumbs ; pes . The ſhell fiſh are, rock 


"= 


One of theſe, taken laſt ſummer, meaſured 5 feet in length, | 
The great number of herring fry found in this harbour, afford a ſtrong 
preſumption, —_— ——_———— i... | 
tyeally negleRed, =» 
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oyſters, lobſters, cockles, muſcles, wilks, buckies, limpets, and 
crabs.— The ſea fowls are barnaile geeſe, curle ws, herons, red 
legged crows or daws, ſand pipers, called here land trippers, ſea 
pies, wild ducks, ſcale ducks, teals, puffins, ſcarfs, or black 
duckers, herring gulls, gray gulls, winter gulls, or maws, com- 
mon ſea maws, black caps, or ſea crows, terns, &c. 


| Population, —The number of ſouls in the pariſh of Kirk. 
cudbright, as taken, with great accuracy, at different viſita- 
tions, both in the town and country, will appear from the 


following 


POPULATION TABLE. 


In 1786. In 1792. 
| Males. Fem. Total, Males, Fem. Total. 
In the burgh, - — 589 752 1341 809 832 1641 
In ditto, anno 1771, — — 2 - 335g - - — 1153 
Increaſe in the burgh in 15 years, - 188—ln 2t years, 488 
————ůů— —— 


In the country, s 282 295 $77 310 344 654 


In che whole pariſh, 871 847 1918 1119 1156 2295 
In ditto, aa 1755, - we 1513 - - 1513 


—— — — 


_ Increaſe in the pariſh in 31 years“, 405 — In 37 years, 782 
Number 


There is every reaſon to believe, that the country pariſh of Kirkcudbright 
was much more populous, about 130 years ago, than it is at preſent. Inthe pa- 
riſhes of Dunrod and Galtway, now annexed to Kirkcudbright, ſome veſtiges of 
villages may till be traced; and from good information, obtained from old peo- 
ple ſtill alive, the inhabitants of theſe villages were very numerous. The cauſe 
of this depopulation muſt be traced back to the time of the civil wars, in the 
reign of CuarLes I. and CrRomweELL, the uſurper. John, zd Lord Kirkcud- 
bright, who poſſeſſed almoſt the whole property of this extenfive pariſh, took up 
arms for the king, raiſed a regiment of foot upon his own charges, (levied chicfly 
from among his tenants and vaſlals), and carried them over to Ireland, from 
whence, it may be preſumed, very few ever returned. Towards the end of laſt 
century, 
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Number of married perſons, 503 Number of ſurgeons, . 2 
— widow, - 32 men ſcrvants, - 49 
widows, - = 92 women ditto, «- 123 
—— marriages in 1792, 14 — apprcntic, - - 45; 
—— — births in do. — 65 — journeymen, - 33 
——— twins born in 1789, 2 —— failors 38 
ditto —— 1790, 2 
— GS 1791, 2 | and 80, — $g7 
——— ditto 1792, - 2 do. between 8o and go, 18 
houſcholders, 2352 — — do. — 90 and 100 5, 2 


Number of houfeholders in the burgh, excluſive of the paupers, taken an- 
nually at the Michaclmas head court, during the laſt 9 years preceding 1792: 


1783 - 224 1786 - 219 1789 232 

1784 221 1787 229 I790 z41 

1785 - 235 1788 - 239 1791 - 248 
Although 


century, when the miniſter made application for an augmentation of ſtipend, the 
heritors of Dunrod and Galtway oppoſed it, upon this ground, that theſe pariſhes 
could not afford it, © being a mere waſte,” From this ſevere blow, the country 
pariſh has never yet regained its former population; nor is it probable, from the 
large and extenſive farms, into which it is now divided, that it will, for many 
years to come. But the noble Lord did not only eſſentially injure the population 
of the pariſh, by his loyalty, but alſo ſo ſunk and deranged his fortune, that ſoon 
aſter his death, anne 1664, his eſtate was delivered up to his creditors. 


{ The deaths, in 1792, cannot be compared with thoſe of former years, as 
no regiſter of deceaſed perſons has been kept. Neither can the births be accu- 
rately compared; becauſe, from the great extent of the pariſh, and the occaſional 
abſence of the miniſter, children are ſometimes chriſtened by other miniſters , 
and from the parents negleRing to regiſter them, the names of a few are left un- 
recorded. They may, however, ſafely be taken, at an average for the laſt 4 
years, at 65. The exact number, both of births and deaths, being accurately 
taken, at the viſitation in 1792, may be perfeQ4ly depended upon. 

The following inſtances of longevity, it may be proper here to inſert, In 
1784, a woman died in Kirkcudbright, who was a native of the place, aged 103. 
Except the loſs of her fight, ſhe retained her other faculties till within a few 
months of her death. And on the 28th of November 1792, William Marſhall, 

tinker, 
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Although from the great increaſe of population in the burgh, 
fince 1771, the inhabitants in the town are become much 
more numerous, yet, from the conſtant emigration of young 
people, the growing population receives a confiderable check. 
No town in Scotland ſends perhaps, for its fize, ſo many of 
its children abroad to foreign countries. Many of them have, 
by their induſtry and application, ſucceeded extremely well. 
Some have acquired very ample fortunes, with a fair and ho- 
nourable character. 


| Poor. —The number of poor people in the town and coun- 
try amounts, upon an average, to 42. They are ſupported 
chiefly from the weekly collections at the church doors upon 
Sunday. Each perſon, at the quarterly diviſion, receives ac- 
cording to his circumſtances, at the rate of 8s. or 1086. The 
whole annual collection amounts, at an average, to yol. Ster- 
ling. At the quarterly diviſion of the weekly collection. 
by the miniſter and elders, there is a peculiarity worth men- 
tioning. The miniſters and elders of the burgh meet toge- 
ther, and divide the quarterly collection among the poor 
people reſiding in the town. Then the miniſters and elders 
of the — pariſh meet by themſelves, and diſtribute what 

they 


tinker, died here, at the aſtoniſhing age of 120. Though he was not a native of 
this place, but of Kirkmichael, in the ſhire of Ayr, yet, for ſeveral years before 
he died, he reſided often in this burgh. This miracle of longevity retained his 
ſenſes almoſt to the laſt hour; and diſtinctly remembered to have ſeen King 
William's fleet, when on their way to Ireland; riding at anchor in the Solway 
Frith, cloſe by the Bay of Kirkcudbright, and the tranſports lying in the harbour. 
His funeral was attended by a great concourſe of people of all Toney who paid 
due reſpect to his aſtoniſhing age. 


* Dr. Ros car Jouxs rox g of London bequeathed by will, dated September 
3th 1639, the ſum of 500]. Sterling, to be employed in ſtock, and the intereſt 
te be divided annually among poor burgeſſes. The magiſtrates are truſtees for 
the management of the principal, and the diſtribution of the intereſt. 
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they have collected, during the quarter, among the poor of 
the landward pariſh, As each of them colleQs at their own 
particular doors of the church, their funds by this means are 
kept quite ſeparate. This practice has exiſted ever fince the 
union of the pariſhes, and no doubt took its riſe, from a ſuſ- 
picion entertained by the heritors of the landward pariſh, that 
if their collections, for the ſupport of the poor, were con- 
founded with thoſe of the town, they would be ſwallowed up 


by the numerous beggars that generally frequent country 


towns and burghs. Time has ſhewn that their fears were not 
groundleſs ; for the poor upon the town's roll are 5 times 
more in number, than thoſe upon the roll of the country. 
pariſh, 


Kirkcudbright United Society. In this town a ſociety was 
conſtituted, in the year 1783, by a few perſons, under the 
deſignation of the United Society of Kirkcudbright. The ſole 
object of this ſociety is to relieve the diſtreſſed, by preventing 
their want of ſubſiſtence while in fickneſs, and, in caſe of death, 
to defray the expences of their funerals. It extends alſo to the 
relief of the-widows and orphans of deceaſed members. Ac- 
cording. to the regulations of this ſociety, each member pays, 
upon his admiſſion, 6s, 6d., and 18. per quarter He muſt 
be 5 years a member of this ſociety, before he can receive any 
benefit from the funds. In ſickneſs he receives 3s. per week 
till he is recovered ; and, at death, his widow or heir receives 
Il. Tos. to defray the expences of his funeral. The widow 
of a deceaſed member receives a certain ſum yearly ; and, in 
caſe there is no widow, the children receiye what ſhe would 
have drawn, until the youngeſt is 12 years old. This ſo- 
ciety, which was eſtabliſhed at firſt by a few well diſpoſed 
perſons, for the laudable purpoſes already mentioned, has now 
inoreaſed in number, from 10 or 12, to no leſs than 126 mem- 

Vor. XI. . bers. 
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bers. Their ſtock amounts to 160l. The happy effects of 
this benevolent inſtitution are daily felt by ſick members, and 
by the widows and orphans of thoſe that are deceaſed “. 


© AHI AKT Fo the head burgh of the ſtewartry, 
where the courts of juſt ice and public records are kept, was 
anciently a burgh of regality, and held of the Douglaſſes, 
lords of Galloway, as ſuperiors. Upon the forfeiture of the 


eſtates of James, gth Earl of Douglas, and laſt Lord of Gal- 


loway, at Edinburgh, 4th Auguſt 1455, King Janes II. 
erected the town into a royal burgh, by a charter, dated at 
Perth, 26th October 1455 ; which was renewed and confirmed 
by a novodamus from King CHARLEs I. dated at Holyrood- 
houſe, 20th Fuly 1633. By this chatter, and thegſet of the 


burgh, the town council is unalterably fixed to conſiſt of 17 


perſons, viz. a provoſt, 4 bailies, a treaſurer, and 13 coun- 
ſellors, who are to meet annually at Michaelmas, and vote 
out 3 of their number, and elect 3 new counſellors in their 


place f. 


Revenue. The annual revenues of the burgh, which conſiſt 
* of the rents of its landed property and fiſheries, a- 


mount 


There is alſo another fociety, ſomewhat ſimilar to the former, but upon 2 
much more extenſive ſcale, about to be eſtabliſhed in this place, It is to be 
called the KigxcvDBRIGHT FARMERS SOCIETY, 


lation, a deſcription of it muſt be deſerred until ſome future pericd. 


+ This regulation, however, has never been duly attended to. Sometimes 
the old counſellors have re- elected themſelves, without making any alteration at 
all. At other times, particularly in two famous political ſtruggles, one about 
30 years ago, the other ſo late as the year 1790, the party, forming the majo- 
rity, voted out ne fewer than 5 counſellors, and elected as many new ones to 


ſucceed them. However, this arbitrary proceeding received, in the laſt inſtance, 
® check from the Court of Seſſion. 


But as it is only in contemp- 


r oe Co YE” = 


of 


1 


of Kirkeudbright, 19 


mount at preſent to about 33ol. But upon the expiration 
of the preſent leaſes of land, they will riſe conſiderably above 
that ſum. Out of this fund the burgh pays about 100l. to 
the public teachers, They are not much in debt, and what 
they owe ariſes from the lands they have lately purchaſed, Had 
they bought more property at an earlier period, they would 
have conſiderably augmented the revenues of the community. 
However, though they have made but few purchaſes, it does 
not appear, that they have alienated any property for a great 
many years paſt, Conſiderable ſums have been laid out in 
public baildings, particularly upon a large and elegant court 
houſe, which they built about 3 years ago, for the accommoda- 
tion of the courts of juſtice, and public TING of the den 
z try. It coſt above 600l, 


Ce. In we the annual ſupply, which is generally 
done in April, we cannot avoid remarking a piece of injuſtice 
in the mode of aſſeſſing a, certain claſs of the inhabitants. 
The ſupply, which is about 4ol. Sterling yearly, is levied, 
one half from burgh lands, and from merchants and tradeſ- 
men for their reſpective trades ; the other half is thrown en- 
tirely upon the tenants of houſes, while no part is charged to 
the account of thoſe who poſſeſs and occupy houſes as therr 
own property. Such an egregious deviation from all the 
rules of juſtice and equity, is perhaps not to be parallelied in 
any burgh in the kingdom. But it is to be hoped, ſuch an 
unequal taxation, where one deſcription of perſons (and thoſe 
by no means the pooreſt), is totally exempted, and another 
burdened with the whole ſum, wall ſoon be rectiſied. 


Trade The town of Kirkeudbright had long ago a conſi- 
derable inland trade, and a good ſhare of commerce. No town 
was better ſituated for it. How it came to loſe it in a later 

C3 period, 
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period, can be accounted for only from the contraband trade; 
which it afterwards carried on with the Iſte of Man. This 
Megal commerce deranged, for a while, all their ideas of fair 
and upright dealing. After this trade was ſet afide, large 
ſmuggling companies eſtabliſhed themſelves along the coaſt of 
Galloway, and with a high hand braved, for ſome time, all 
the efforts of government to ſuppreſs them. However, from 
the vigilance and activity of the revenue officers, eſtabliſhed 
at the port, and particularly thoſe upon the coaſt, this trade 
| has of late gradually declined. 


- ManufaGures.—About a year ago, ſome faint appearances 
of manufactories, in the cotton line, began to ſhew them- 
ſelves, Mules and jennies have been erected, and weavers 
brought from a diſtance to work with the fly-ſhuttle. A 
woollen manufactory is allo begun, as well as a candle and 
ſoap manufactory. Should thefe branches happily ſucceed, 
it would be of the utmoſt advantage to this town. Would 
government take off the high duty upon the importation of 
coals*, which is the only fuel uſed in this place, it would 
afford great encouragement to theſe manufaQories, and turn 
the attention of the people to a more certain profit, than they 
can expect from the precarious advantages which reſult _ 
we 6 5 


Shipping, Twenty-eight 1 and floops belong to the 


mw_ and diſtrict: tonnage, 1053. 
Veſſels 


* The coaLs imported for three years paſt, within the cuſtom-houſe diſtrict 
of this place, amounted, upon an average, to 1490 chalders. Of this quantity 
the town and pariſh take the half, 755 chalders, which are equal to 605 tons. 
The duty of this is 2051. The price, at the rate of Il. 6s. per ton, is 7861. 106. 
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Num. of Veſſels, men in euch, tonnage. 
In foreign trade, = 1 - 3 - I20 
In ditto, - th Han” 8 - 100 
In the coaſting ditto, = 13 - 3&4 from 30 to 80 
Salmon ſmacks, — 2 - 1 
Shell boats, - 3 - 2 10 to 18 
On the ſtocks, an exciſe 

cutter, - - 1 - - - — 60 
On the ſtocks, a coaſting N 

veſſel, - - I — - - - 80 


Account of CORN and GRAIN ſent coaſtwiſe, from the diſtrid of 
Kirkcudbright, in the Years 1790, 1791 and 1792. 


pat Wheat. | Barley. | Bear. | Oats. | Ontmeal. { Peaſe. 
Flour 
Years. Or. Bu Qr. | Bu r. Bu] Qr. Bu Qr. Bu. Tens Cwt.] Qr. 
2790 | 36| 4 | © | 15 | 1325 | (% 16227 254 8| © 
1791| 8] 1 o| o| 812|o| 115| 2! 2846 3694 0 0 
1792 321 2 9 3] 1598 | 5 264 6 3456 3 | 623 10 7 
Total| 76| 123736 3 6% 4| 7925 5 20% 5 | 
Aver. 25 | 5 | 3| 6| 1245 | 4| 233| 4| 264r { 7] 690| 13 | + 


Courts and Public Offices. —The burgh of Kirkcudbright 
is the place expreſsly appointed by act ot parliament, where 
the ſteward's courts are to be held, and no where elſe. This 
court confiſts of a ſteward depute, who is the ſupreme 
judge, a ſteward clerk, and 7 ſolicitors, or procurators. The 
court meets every Friday, excepting during the time of vaca- 
tion. There is alſo a cuſtom-houſe eſtabliſhed within the 
burgh. Formerly it was a member of the port of . Dumfries. 
About 50 years ago it was disjoined from it, and eſtabliſned 
a port of its own, It conſiſts of a collector, comptroller, ſur- 

| veyor, 
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veyor, landwaiter, 4 tidemen, and 4 boatmen. Within the 
diſtrict there are 3 creeks, viz. Catcraig on Fleet, Balcarry 
Bay, and Pow at Barlochan Mill, upon the river Urr. The 
diſtrict extends from the eaſt fide of the river Urr, where it 
joins the diſtri of the cuſtom-houſe of Dumfries, to the 
burn of Carſloath, where it connects with Wigton cuſtom. 
houſe, being about 50 miles in length. N 


Schools Within the burgh there are, rector of the gram- 
mar ſchool, 1 teacher of writing and arithmetic, and 1 teacher 
of Engliſh. The rector enjoys a ſalary of gol. per annum, 
the other two have zol. between them. The ſcholars are 
numerous, and well taught. Both the rector of the grammar 
ſchool, and the writing maſter, keep boarders, at the rate of 
16l. per annum. 


Church, &c.—The preſent miniſter was ordained the 27th 
of September 1790, is married, and has 13 children, viz. 
7 ſons and 6 daughters, As to his ſtipend, he cannot well 
ſay what it is, About 20 years ago he raiſed a ſummons of 
augmentation, with the concurrence and approbation of all his 
heritors; but from the violent conteſts which afterwards aroſe 
amongſt them, about their adjuſting their tiends, the locality 
is not yet finiſhed. The unavoidable expence, in which theſe 
litigations have involved the miniſler, is not leſs than 250 l. 
Whether the beritors will lay this to heart, and reimburſe 
him, according to their promiſe at the commencement of the 
proceſs, he cannot ſay. When the locality is fixed, the whole 
ſtipend, in money and victual, will not exceed 2121.2 poor 
ſum for ſo rich and extenſive a pariſh, and a populous royal 
burgh.— Though there are 3 glebes in the pariſh, yet the mi- 
niſter poſſeſſes only one, and it is the wor of the three. I: 
is the worſt in gua/ity, and ſcarce the legal half in quantity. 


IIe 
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E He has no manſe, notwithſtanding there were, in former times, 
y 3 churches, 3 manſes, and 3 glebes. Inſtead of a manſe he 
10 has 151. per annum, This he had to contend for before the 


it Court of Seſſion. The ſum is too ſmall for the rent of a 
10 kouſe in Kirkcudbright. 
1- 


Character and Manners. The people of Kirkcudbright are, 
in general, of a pleaſant, ſocial and agreeable diſpoſition, and 
their morals are fully as good as thoſe of their neighbours, 
Few or none are ever incarcerated for crimes or miſdemeanors. 
Formerly they were ſaid to have been much addicted to drinking, 
and perhaps there was ſome truth in the report; now, except 
amongſt a very few of the loweſt claſſes, the charge would be 
unjuſt, In point of taſte, they are much ſuperior to moſt 
people of the pariſhes around them. Their reading is exten- 

five ; and being furniſhed with an excellent ſubſcription lib- 
rary of the beſt modern books, they have acceſs. to all the 
improvements in literature and politics. They are all loyal 
to government; and no leſs attached to the principles of the 
Britiſh Conſtitution, than averſe to diviſions in the Church. 
No miniſter in the church of Scotland can boaſt of ſuch una- 
nimity amongſt his people: For among the whole 2, 295 that 
compoſe the pariſh, there is not one diſſenter, or ſeeeder, of 
any . whatever. 


Prices of Labour and Proviſions. 


Men ſervants per ann. L. 8 0 © Salmon, - [. 


0 © 3 

Women ſervants, = 3 10 © n «© oF: 
Labourers, per day, from 14. Trouts,, '= - = © © 1 
F 5 @: $2 VCC + 0 &- © Th 

Beef, per Ib. Engliſh, - © © 3 Hens, each, » 00 Tx © 
Mutton, = - 0 © 3F Chickens, _ = e 
Lamb. - 0 0 4 Egge, per deren. © 0 3 
Fork, 93 0 Q a | 0 © 7 
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Scotch'cheeſe, per ſtone*, Lo 5 4 Bear, per boll, - [Ly 
Engliſh dirto, ditto *, = o+8 © Barley, per boll, + I 
Oats, per boll f, — o18 0 : 


— 
= 


S 


Antiquities, —There are many veſtiges of Britiſh and Ro- 
man camps to be traced through this pariſh. Some are almoſt 
entire, others much defaced. In the Carſe of Culdoach there 
is one of the former ill viſible, though much effaced. From 
its fituation, it ſeems to have been formed with a view to de- 
fend the ford acroſs the river Dee, which lies immediately be. 
low it. In Little Sypland there is another Britiſh camp, quite 
entire, In Whynny Liggat there is a Roman camp. In 
Meikle Sypland there are two Britiſh; and in the farm of 
Bombie there is one Britiſh and one Roman camp f. 

In the farm of Dauuuokx there is one large Britiſh camp, 
almoſt entire l. This camp, which is ſurrounded with a 
MF deep 


* The Engliſs cheeſe is fold at Ea weight, bat the fine of Gu choſe off 
of 28 ownces. 


+ The Kirkeudbright boll conſifls of 8 peths, and is equal to 11 Wincheſter buſhels, 


Near the Roman camp there is a Druidical temple, which was deſtroyed 
within theſe eight years, by the hands of an ignorant Goth, who carried off the 
ſtones, ſplit them, and applied them to building a contemptible bridge over an 
inſignificant rivulet, called Buckland Burn. The ſtones were 7 in number, of 
© round granite, and of unequal ſizes. The ſmalleſt at leaſt 3 ſeet in diameter. 
In Milton there are alſo two Britiſh camps, and one Roman. / See the map.) 

From the ſituation and extent of this camp, it is extremely probable that 
the ancient Britons had here collected a conſiderable force together to repel the 
invaſion of the Romans, or perhaps to defend themſelves againſt the plundering 
Daniſh and Norwegian rovers, who, in a later period, infeſted the coaſt of Scot- 
land. At ſome diſtance from this camp, in the farm of Balmar, there was found 
a few years ago, by two ditchers, a ſtraight plate of gold, which was ſome- 
what thick at each end, and at the middle. It bent eaſily at the centre, ſo a 
to admit the two extremities to meet. But to whom it originally” belonged, « or 


to what purpoſe it was anciently applied, it is impoſiible to inveſtigate. It was 
fold for about 20]. Sterling. 
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deep follee, is firuated on the higheſt part of the farm, and 
commands a molt extenfive proſpect of the Solway Frith. At 
ſome diſtance below the camp, upon a marſhy ground, there 
is a large well, built of ſtones, in a circular form, which had 
ſupplied the camp with water; for no water is to be found 
where the camp ſtood. It is all rocky ground. Ia the farm 
of Lochfergus there is a large artificial lake, with two ſmall 
iſlands in it. One of theſe is called Palace Je, the other 
Stable Me. Both of them bear ſtrong marks of ancient 
fortification, and were unqueſtionably the ſeats or caſtles of 
Fercus, Lord of GaLLowar. 


Caſtles, Sc.—In the farm of Torre there are veſtiges of a 
a ſtrong battery, ere&ed by King WiLLcam the III., when 
his fleet was wind-bound in this bay, as he was going to raiſe 
the ſiege of Londonderry, Within the ſame farm there is a 
remarkable cave, in the precipice on the ſea ſhore. From 
the entrance to the fartheſt end it meaſures 60 feet, but the 
height is unequal. It is narrow at the mouth, then gradually 
widens, riſing in height to 12 feet or more; again it contracts, 
and at the end of 60 feet terminates. The door had been 
originally built with ſtones, and had a lintel, which is now 
fallen down, and buried under the rubbiſh. The cave itſelf 
is the work of nature. From its ſequeſtered fituation, and 
difficult acceſs, amidſt rocks and precipices, it appears to 
have been a hiding place in ancient times. It was not impro- 
bably ſome Druidical care.—Adjoining to the burgh there is 
the veſtige of an old fortification, called in aucient writings 
Caſtlemains, now Caſtledytes . It is ſurrounded with a deep 

Vor. XI. D foſſée, 


This caſtle belonged originally to the Lords of GaLLOwar, whilſt Gal- 
loway continued a ſeparate province ſrom Scotland, and ſeems to have been built 
on purpoſe to protect the entrance into the harbour. Joux BALLiioz having 

f married 
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fofſee, and is fituated near the river. The tide probably 


flowed round it in former times, and filled the fofſte with 
water. 


The preſent Caſtle of Kirkcudbrigh is ſituated in a different 
part of the town from Caſtlemains. ands higher up the 
river, and was built, anno 1582, by THomMas M*'CLELLAN of 
BoMBIE, anceſtor to the preſent Lord Kirkcudbright “. It is 
a ſtrong maſſy building, of the Gothic order. It is moſtly 
entire, excepling the roof, which was ſtripped off and ſold by 
the late Sir Thomas Maxwell of Orchardton, about 40 years 
ago f. 

The 


married DoxNAG1LLA, the eldeſt daughter, and one of the co-heireſſes of At. 
LAN, the laſt Lord of Galloway, ſucceeded to a confiderable ſhare of the pro- 
perry of her father, and alſo to this caſtle, When the conteſt between the 
deſcendants of Balliol and Robert Bruce, for the crown of Scotland, terminated 
in ſavour of the latter, the property of Balliol in Galloway was forfeited, and 
beſtowed by the King upon Azxcnipatn Dover As, brother to Jauts, Lord of 
Douglas, for his eminent ſervices in driving EDWAaADU BALL1ot out of the king- 
dom. This caſtle remained in the hands of the Pouglaſes, Lords of Galloway, 
till 1455, when their vaſt poſſeſſions in this c:untry were forfeited, and annexed 
to the crown. James IV. gave a grant of this caſtle, and ſome lands belong- 
ing to it, to the burgh of Kirkcudbright, by a charter, dated at Edinburgh, 26th 
February 1509. It appears by another charter, dated at Kirkcwdbright 1508, 
that the King had been here in perſon ; and the tradition is, that his Majeſty 
kad been hoſpitably entertained by the burgh, and that they claimed ſome re- 
ward for their former ſervices to Janes II. when he was beſieging the caſtle of 
Trief, and for recent ſervices to himſelf ; wherefore his Majeſty granted, with 
conſent of Parliament, the Caſtle and Caſtlemains to the town. At this time it 


was not under the juriſdiction of the burgh ; but fince the King's grant, it has 


been alienated by the corporation, though the land ftill continues ſubjeR to a 
burgage tenure. 


Li 


He obtained a charter from James VI. comprehending © Totum et integrum 

% ſolum fundum, et locum ſuper guibus locus et ecclefia fratrum de Kirkeudbright perprius 

80 corflruchantur, ſeu edificabantur, cum omnibus lapidibus ſuper eiſdem exiſtentibus, una 

te cum pomariis Lortis et pendiculis.” This charter is dated at Edinburgh, 64 De- 
tember, 1569. 

} Beſides the Caſtle of Kickcudbright, there was another much more ancient; 

within 


— 
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Th. town of Kirkcudbright bears ſome marks of ancient 
fortifications, A deep ditch and a wall appear to have formerly 
ſurrounded it. Strong gates were alſo placed at the entrance 
into the town, to prevent the approach of an enemy. Theſe 
gates were pulled down not many years ago, to make way 
for building new houſes. Some remains of the ditch and wall 
are ſtill to be ſeen . It is probable, that the ditch was then 
filled with water by the flowing tide ; but from the retreat of 
the ſea along this coaſt, it does not at preſent reach it. 

FS :- Religious 


within this pariſh, which belonged to the family of M. Clellan, called Raelerry 
Cafile. It hung over a very dreadful precipice above the Solway Frith, and was 
disjoined ſrom the main land by a deep ſoſſce, and a ſtrong wall next the caſtle, 
with a draw-bridge of hard free-ſtone, of an immenſe ſize, The wall and 
draw-bridge were deſtroyed only about 40 years ago; the interior buildings 
perhaps more than 200 years before that period. At preſent nothing remains 
but the deep fofſte. This caſtle was beſieged and taken by William, EARL of 
DovcLas, and Lord of Galloway, in 145%. Sir PaTzxicx M*CLELiLAan of 
Bonnie, the proprictor, having incurred the diſpleaſure of this proud and law- 
leſs baron, partly from his connection with Lord Herrrs, (who had withdrawn 
his dependence upon the Earl, and was hanged), and partly ſrom his attachment 
to his Sovereign, was ſeized in his own caſtle, carried to the caſtle of Trief, con- 
demned, and diſgracefully put to death. This ſamily had another caftle at 
Bombie, within this pariſh, from whence they to k their title, It is now a 
heap of ruins.—ln tracing the various remains of old caſtles, which formerly be- 
longed to this powerful clan, together with their vaſt poſſeſſions in land, one can- 
not help reflecting on the great inſtability of human affairs, and the ſad train of 
misfortunes, which ſometimes attend particular families more than others. Of 
all the great eſtates that once belonged to this teſpedable family, there does not 
now remain one ſingle foot of land to the heir male of the title, the preſent 
Lord K1xxcupBRIGHT. 


* In Nicolſoen's and Burn's Hiftory of the Antiquities of Weſtmoreland and * 


und, and the ancient ſtate of the borders, during the reign of King Ev- 


ward VI. (1547), there is a manuſcript account, by Sir TaoMAs CARLETON of 
Carlcton- Hall, of a ferray in Scotland, conducted by himſelf, who commanded 
a party under the (chen) Lon WaanTen, warden of the Weſt Marches,” 
sir Thomas ſays, * he went through Tevidale with his party, and plundered 
the 
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Religious Honuſes.In Spottiſwood's Account of Religion: 
Houſes in Scotland, notice is taken of the Franciſcans, or Gray 
Friars, having been eſtabliſhed at Kirkcudbright in the 12th 
century. Brother John Carpenter, who is ſaid to have been 
an excellent engineer, and dextrous in contriving all inſtru- 
ments of war, was one of the perſons profeſſed in this place. But 
there are no records here, that can throw any light on the hiſ- 

. tory of this order, whilſt they continued at Kirkcudbright. 
The ancient records of this country, eſpecially what belonged 
to the church, were carried off at the Reformation, by the 
Popiſh clergy, and lodged either in the Vatican at Rome, or 
in the Scotch College at Paris. The preſent church, however, 

- ſeems to have been built on the ſame ſpot of ground, which was 

formerly occupied by the Fratres minores, or Grey Friars*. 
| | St. 


the country; then attacked Dumfries, which ſubmitted to become ſubjeQs of 
Edward. He ſent alſo a ſummons to Kirkobrie (as he calls it), to come and 
make oath to the King's Majeſty. Upon refuſing, he marched with his party, 
and came to the town a little after ſun- riſing. But they, who ſaw us coming, 
« barred their gates, and kept their dikes ; for the town is diked on both ſides, 
« with a gate to the water-ward, and a gate on the over end to the fell-ward.” 
However, according to Sir Thomas's account, the town, though attacked, was 
not taken. Afterwards, indeed, they ſent their commiſſioners to Dumfries, and 
engaged to ſerve the King's Majeſty of England. This hiftorical anecdote, 
ſhews that the town, at that time, was tolerably well fortified. 

From the ancient records of the burgh, there appears, by a contract, dated 
24th March 1570, to have been given to the magiſtrates, © the place and kirk 


in the town of Kirkcudbright, quhilk ſometime pertained to the Friars minors - 


„ of Kukcudbright ; alſo ane kirk within the burgh, called St. Andrew s Kirk, 
% with the kirk-yeard, Chappelanes, and yeard thereof; reſerving to John 
„ MClelland, and John Mitchell, the chalmers and yeards, which they occupy 
at the date — for their liferent- "—Afeer * nnn of epiſcopacy in 
the admiſſion of a curate into the pariſh of — The Lords of hi 
Majeſty's privy council appointed commiſſioners to go to Kirkcudbright, and 
examine into the matter, and convene before them * Cock as were concerned 

| | Lan © Int 
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St. Mary's Iſle, now the beautiful ſeat of the Earl of Sel- 
kirk, was formerly a priory, and founded in the reign of 
Davin I. by Fus, Lord of Galloway. It was called 
Prioratus Sanctæ Marie de Trayll, and held of the Abbey 
of Holyroodhouſe. The prior was a lord of Parliament. 
There are no veſtiges at preſent to ſhew that it was originally 
a priory. Two gates that led to it were many years ago de- 
moliſhed. The outer one, which was placed about half a 
mile diſtant from the priory, and about an equal diſtance from 
the town, ftill retains its ancient name, the Great Croſs. The 
inner gate, which led immediately to a group of cells, the 
habitation of the monks, was called the Little Croſs. All 
theſe cells and buildings were pulled down, and removed 
about a century ago, and the ground now applied by his 
Lordſhip to a much better uſe, in extending his beautiful 
pleaſure ground, than ſerving the purpoſes of folly and ſuper- 
ſtition T. It is worthy ot notice, that although the retreat 

of 
in exciting this tumult, and preventing the curate from entering the church. 
At the meeting of the commiſſioners at Kirkcudbright, John Lord Kirkcud- 
bright, and many others, were arreſted and ſent priſoners to Edinburgh, for re- 
fuſing to quell the tumult and admit the curate. Many women in the town, 
who had been moſt active in raiſing the mob, were condemned by the com- 
miſſioners to ſtand at the market crois for ſeveral market days, with a paper 
on their face, intimating their crime, and then bound over to keep the peace. 
The magiſtrates were appointed to execute the ſentence. 

+ A few years ago, when his Lordſhip was extending his garden upon the 
eaſt ſide of the iſle, the workmen, in digging and removing the ſhells, acci- 
dentally diſcovered the ſkeletons of 14 people, who had been buried under 
them. They were regularly placed alongſt the fide of each other, with their 
heads to the weft, and their feet to the eaſt. One of them ſeemed to be diſ- 
tinguiſhed from the reſt, by a row of thin ſtones placed around him. Probably 
he had been ſome chief among them. How they came to be interred in that 
particular ſpot, when there was a burying place adjoining, which belonged to 
the monks, can only be explained, by ſuppoſing them to have been buried there, 
long before the priory exiſted. Be that as it will, the preſent Earl, with great 
humanity, cauſed all the bones to be carefully collected, put into boxes, and 
again interred in the Galtway church-yard, 
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of the ſea is obſervable along the whole coaſt, yet it is mor: 
particularly remarkable around St. Mary's Iſle. The fea, in 
former times, had flowed, not only round the whole iſle, 
but had' alſo covered at leaſt one half of all that is now green, 
at every flux of the tide, The former line of high water 
can be traced with great accuracy, by the large ſhell banks, 
that have been lately diſcovered all along the eaſt fide of the 
peninſula, The weſt fide is high ground, defended by a bor- 
ger'of rocks. hs 
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NUMBER II. 


PARISH OF BORGUE. 


(Stewartry and Preſbytery of Kirkcudbright—Synod of 
Galloway.) 


By the Rev. Mr. Samuer Surrn, Minfer, 


Ereftion and Names. 


ORGUE, Szxnwick and K1RKANDREWS, were united 
about the year 1570. Borgue, or Borg, the general 
name of the united pariſhes, is derived from the Gaelic word 
burg, which ſignifies a /ittle hill, and is certainly very de- 
ſeriptive, either of the fituation of the church, which is placed 
on a beautiful eminence, in the middle of the pariſh, or of the 
general appearance of this diſtri& of land, which is remark- 
ably unequal in its ſurface. Senwick (originally Sandwick), 
is compounded of ſand ahd wick, two Gaelic words, ſignify- 
Ing a narrow neck of land. This is alſo very deſcriptive, 
both of the ſituation and ſoil. Kirtandrews evidently takes 
its name from the tutelary ſaint of Scotland, to whom it was 

dedicated. 
Situation 
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Situation and Extent. This pariſh is ſituated in the ſouthery 
extremity of the ſtewartry of Kirkcudbright. It extends 
farther ſouth than any land in Scotland, one point in the ſhire 
of Galloway excepted. Its greateſt length is 10 miles, and 
its greateſt breadth 7. The figure of it is very irregular, and 
the whole extent may be computed at 40 ſquare miles. 


Sea Coaſt and Fiſb.— There are upwards of 15 miles of 
ſea coaſt, nearly half the circumference of the whole pariſh, 
On this coaſt are the following bays: Roſs Bay, which af. 
fords a ſafe and commodious harbour for ſhips; Bridgehouſe 
and K:irtandrews bays, where veſſels of light burthen anchor 
occaſionally, in fine weather; and Knockbrix Bay, which is a 
better haven than the two former, but much expoſed to ſouth 
and weſterly winds. The other parts of the coaſt are all 
rocky : For the moſt part it is bold and elevated; and in 
ſome places the cliffs riſe 200 or 300 feet perpendicular ; and 
as this coaſt 1s very. much expoſed to the ſouth and welt 
winds, the ſea often rolls in upon it with prodigious force, 
and forms a ſcene grand and awful beyond deſcription. The 
ſpray formed by the daſhing ſurge, is ſometimes carried to 
the diſtance of two miles. It blaſts the crops, and impairs 
vegetation on the coaſt ; but enriches and fertilizes the fields 
which lie beyond it.—Samphire grows among the rocks in 
great abundance. Confiderable quantities of other marine 
Plants are gathered for making Kelp. Cod, ſkate and flounder; 
lobſters, oyſters, and other kinds of ſhell fiſh, are allo found; 
but it has never been eſteemed a good fiſhing coaſt. Perhaps 
no good fiſhers have ever made the experiment. 


Surface, Soil, c. —The ſurface of the ground, it has been 
obſerved, is remarkably unequal. Although there are no 
high hills, yet an acre of level ground is ſcarcely to be found 

in 
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in any part of the pariſh, The little hills, which riſe every 
where, and in all the varieties of ſhape, are nothing but 
maſſes of rocks, covered with a thin ſtratum of earth. The 
ſoil is, for the moſt part, a fine loam, ſometimes intermixed 
with ſand or gravel, and either founded on a rock, or hard 
gravelly bottom. Hence it is extremely &:nd/y, and, in wet 
ſeaſons, very productive, either in crop or paſturage ; but it 
is ſoon exhauſted by tillage, and eafily injured by drought. 
Any level ground, which was to be found among the numer- 
ous little hills, originally conſiſted of moſs ; which is now al- 
moſt entirely conſumed in digging for fuel or marl, and hath 
left nothing but moraſſes and pits of ſtanding water, 


Proſpectas.— The riſing grounds, in many different places of 
this pariſh, afford very beautiful proſpe&s. The writer of 
this article has reckoned 15 or 16 different views of the ſea, 
preſented through the openings among the little hills. A very 
extenſive view is exhibited of the circumjacent country, the 
ſurface of which is finely diverſified. On the one fide ſtands 
Kirkcudbright, and che ſeat of the EARL of SELKIKK ; on the 
other, Wigton, Garlieſton, and Whitehorn, the ſeat of the 
EARL of GaLLOwAr. Behind, are the mountains of Gallo- 
way, riſing gradually above one another at proper diſtances: 
Before, Whitehaven, Workington, and other towns. The Iſle 
of Man, St. Bee's Head, and the lofty mountains of England, 
ſtretching out to an extent of 60 or 70 miles, form the limits 
of the varied ſcene. There are no rivers or lakes which de- 
ſerve to be mentioned; and very little wood, except a lew 
imall plantations around gentlemen's ſeats. 


Climate and D:ſeaſes.—The climate does not admit of that 
extent and variation, that takes place in the inland and moun- 


tainous parts of the. country. The cold is never ſo intenſe 
Vor. XI, E in 
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in winter, and perhaps the heats are not greater in ſummer, 
from the well known effects of ſea breezes, to cool the air in 
the one ſeaſon, and to warm it in the other. Owing perhaps 
to this cauſe, conſumptions are leſs common than in other 
places of Scotland. Febrile diſeaſes are more frequent than in 
the higher diſtricts. Agues formerly prevailed very much. 
There has not, however, been one inſtance of this diforder for 


9 or 10 years paſt *, Rheumatiſm ſeems now to be the moſt 


prevalent 


Similar obſervations have been made in other ſtatiſtical hiſtories, and va- 
rious cauſes aſſigned. It is ſurely worth while to inveſtigate the true cauſe of 
facts fo remarkable. The following theory is ſubmitted with diffidence to the 
public, if admiſſible in a publication which is intended chiefly for a record of 
facts 

Marſs Miaſma is aſſigned as the remote cauſe of intermittent fevers; and 
when ſuch diſeaſes become leſs prevalent, it is very natural to ſuppoſe, that the 
draining of marſhes or moſſes muſt be the occaſion of it. But in this diſtrict 
no meſſes or marſhes have been drained, of any conſequence, for many years 
paſt ; nor has any other remarkable altcration happened to affect the ſalubrity 
of :he air, except what may be ſuppoſed to ariſe from the ſuperior cultivation 
of the ground. When land is deepened and pulveriſ-d, in conſequence of im- 
provements, by lime, ſhells, and marl, it abſorbs tie rains more quickly and 
plentifully, Hence leſs moiſture will ariſe in evaporation ; leſs water alſo will 
run along the ſurface, and ſtagnate in the hollows, which are here to be found 
in almoſt every field. Ihe water thus collected ſooner acquires a noxious qua- 
lity, than that which is in moſſes, which are commonly fed by ſubterraneous 
ſprings and running rivulets. Increaſed vegetation will diminiſh evaporation; 
for water is abſorbed in cenſiderable quantities by the plants themſelves ; and 
in proportion to their luxuriance, they diminiſh the reflection of the ſun's rays, 
and keep the air more cool and temperate during the heats of ſummer and au- 
tumn. Moreover, it has been proved by LAvolsiER and others, that water 
contains pure air and inflammable air: and alſo, that inflammable and bad airs 
are in a great meaſure the food of plants. Thus, by increaſing vegetation, that 
inflammable air, which is hurt ul to animals, is abſorbed in greater quantities. 
Water alſo is dec mpuunded by them; the noxious parts it contains are returned; 
and a vaſt quaatity of vital air is produced. Hence we may conclude, that 
cultivation of the ground wall in various ways centribute to remove the cauſe of 
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prevalent diſorder in this pariſh. It may in a good meaſure 
be aſcribed to ſcarcity of fuel, and cold and damp houſes. 
From greater attention to cleanlineſs, and a more plentiful 
uſe of vegetables and freſh animal food, ſcorbutic and cuta- 
neous diſeaſes are leſs prevalent than formerly. Inoculation 
for the ſmall pox is generally and ſucceſsfully employed. — 
The climate, it appears, is favourable to longevity. On the 


x{t of January laſt, 13 perſons were alive upwards of 80. 
One of 89, a tinker by trade, bids fair for rivalling his brother 
MARSHALL, celebrated in the annals of Crofimichael. He can 


ſe of drink a glaſs from the ſole of his foot; and in feats of ſtrength 
*. and agility, would ſurpaſs moſt men of 60. His teeth were 
Ty all double, and moſt of them yet remain ſalt in their ſockets, 
and 
t the Population. The number of inhabitants has increaſed above 
trick one tenth within theſe 40 years, as appears from the follow- 
years 
brity mg 
ation STATISTICAL TABLE: 
im- 
and Mater. Females. Total. 
will Number of ſouls in 1793, - 364 407 771 
ound Ditto in 1755, as returned to Dr. Webſter, - - 697 
your? Increaſe, - - - 74 
1COu$ 
tion; E 2 Number 
and 
rays, 
1 au- agues, and other febrile diſeaſes; and be of great uſe, in producing that ſtate of 
vater the air which is favourable ſor promoting general health. Greater length of 
| airs time, and a greater number of inſtances, are doubtleſs neceſſary to prove, with 
that full cenviction, that ſuch diſeaſes become leſs prevalent as the lands are better 
ities. cultivated. It is no uncommon thing for particular diſeaſes to appear at certain 
ned, periods, to rage for a while with great violence, and again to diſappear for 
that ſome time entirely, until ſome peculiar Kate of the air takes place, when they 
iſe of again appear, and run their courſe as formerly. Theſe remarks, however, it is 
gues, hoped may be uſeful, to excite farther inquiry into a matter, which is ſo pecu- 


larly intereſting, 
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Number of families, - 152 Number of mechanies, — 40 


perſons under 10 years — ſhopkeepers, — 3 
* age, 137 keepers of ale houſes, 2 
—— reſiding heritors *, 5 Average of births +, a 23 
— non-reſident dit, 12 Number of black cattle, - 2958 
w——— farmers, who pay ſrom —— — ſheep, - 1129 
oo. to 200l. per annum, 16 —— borſes, - 270 
o. from 200l. to 300). 8 —— ploughs, - 66 


i Sol. to Tool. 15 —— carts, 1 2 78 


—— do. under 50, 14 


Cultivation. The farms let at from 8s. to 11. per acre, 
Both foil and climate are favourable to early ſeed-time and 
harveſt, Seed-time uſually begins about the 1ſt of March, 
and harveſt about the 1oth of Auguſt. Agriculture, 
though much improved of late years, is not yet perhaps in 
that improved ſtate, which might be expected from the ad- 
vantages of ſoil and climate, and from the eaſy and independ- 
ent circumſtances of the farmers. About one half of the land 
is arable; and ſeldom one fourth of the arable land is in crop. 
The manures chiefly employed are lime ſhells and mar], 
Marl is found on moſt farms of the pariſh. It was uſed 
firſt of any of the above manures, and anſwered extremely 
well for two rotations of crops. But it 1s obſerved, that it 
ſefiom' does much good when employed a ſecond time; nor 
do lime and ſhells anſwer well after it. Shells are found in 
great abundance in all the different bays, and eſteemed the 
beſt ot all theſe manures. One ſmall vein of limeſtone has 
allo been diſcovered, but ſo trifling as not to defray the ex- 
pence of workmanſhip. 

Produce. 


* Two of theſe gentlemen reſide only occaſionally. 
} N. B. H regifer of marriages or burials is let. The average of births was the 
fame 5O years ago, Hrevious to that period the population ſeems to have been greater. 


a . Ou a Ma. a. a6 a 
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Produce, —The principal crops are oats and barley. Twice 
as much of both is produced as to ſerve the inhabitants of 
the parilh, The ſurplus is exported to England and the weſt 
of Scotland. Wheat, flax and hemp are alſo reared ; but in 
{mall quantities. The ſoil is doubtleſs well adapted for tur- 
nips, peaſe, and other green crops ; but they have never been 
cultivated to a great extent. The land is ſeldom laid out in 
ſufficient heart. Compoſt and dunghills, the moſt valuable of 
all manures for a thin and kindly ſoil, are rarely uſed. 


Diſadvantages, —Three circumſtances concur to check im- 
provement in agriculture : Short leaſes of farms, want of 
ſtraw yards, and ſcarcity of labourers. Where the proprietor 
gives only a leaſe for a few years, ſcarce any reſtrictions he 
can impofe, or any encouragements he will give, are ſufficient 
to induce the tenant to meliorate his farm. No manure is 
found to be of laſting advantage in this country, except dung; 
which cannot be collected in ſufficient quantities, in any other 
way but by keeping the cattle in houſes, or ſtraw yards; which 
no tenant will ere@ at his own expence, without a very long 
leaſe, Of this proprietors begin to be ſenſible. Some time ago, 
the Earl of Selkirk, and lately Mc. Gairie of Dunroad, have 
erected ftraw yards and farm houſes, on a very elegant and 
liberal plan. Others, it may be expected, will ſoon follow 
the example. Owing to the great increaſe of manufactures 
in the neighbourhood, it is extremely difficult to find a ſuf- 
ficient number of labourers, for carrying on improvements in 
agriculture. The price of labour 1s nearly doubled within 
theſe laſt 15 years, and is now perhaps as high as in any 
place in Scotland; and as the price of grain is very little raiſed 
in that period, this muſt alſo prove a material obſtacle to the 
improvement of lands. 


Black 
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Black Cattle.— The natural verdure of the ſoil, the tem- 
perature of the climate, and the great abundance of ſhelter 
afforded from the in<qualittes of the ſurface, concur to render 
this one of the fineſt grazing countries in Scotland: And the 
farmers, as might be expected, have long been famous for 
their {kill in the management of cattle. Trials have been 
made of different forts of black cattle, from England, Ire- 
land, and the Ifle of Man; but none have been found to an- 
{wer ſo well as the true Galloways. The farmers here are 
as attentive to the ſhapes of cattle, as a jockey 1s to the propor- 
tions of a horſe. Even an eye or an ear is not to be overlook. 
ed. Some of their obſervations may appear whimſical ; but 
in general, they are certainly well founded ; for one of good 
proportions is always eafily kept, ſoon fattened, and, as Mr. 
Ramſay has obſerved, * commonly tells well at the end of 
„ the balance.“ It is to be regretted, that few of the cattle 
here are kept to ſufficient age, or fed out for laughter. When 
this is done, no beef in the world exceeds it. They are com- 
monly bought up for the Engliſh markets, at 2 and 3 years 
old. An ox or heifer, of I year old, ſells from zl. to 51. ; of 
2, from 51. to 71.; and of 3, from 4]. to rol. 


Sheep and Horſes. —There are ſix different kinds of ſheep 


in this pariſh : the Spaniſb ſheep, introduced by Lord DAkR; 
the Shetland, introduced by Mr. Tromrsown ; the Cheviot 


fine-woolled ſheep brought from the ſhire of Galloway; the 
common muir or black faced ſheep, the mug, and the Bake- 
well breeds. The 3 firit kinds were only introduced laſt 


year. It is intended to try a pure breed of all the different 


Kinds, and alſo to croſs them various ways, which will moſt 
probably lead to uſeful diſcoveries for the improvement of 
wool. The muir ſheep are only bought in annually, and ſatted 
for the butcher. Tie mug and Bakewell, or an intermixture 


of 
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of both, conſtitutes the ſtaple of the country. The average 
price of wool, of the ſheep bred in the pariſh, is 16s. per 
fone, of 28 Ib. avoirdupois. Muir ſheep, brought down in 
harveſt, anſwer very well without ſmearing, and the wool 
improves in quality, The wool of the Cheviot appears to be 
of the ſame quality with that of the natives, The Cheviot 
fhzep are very well made. By crolling the breed of them 
with the Shetland, whoſe wool is remarkably fine, it is pro- 
bable that both the quality of the wool and of the mutton will 
be improved. — The ſoil here is no lets adapted for horſes than 
for cattle, Not many are reared for ſale; though, under proper 
management, they commonly pay extremely well, and are 
eſteemed much more durable, for the purpoſes of agricuiture, 
than either the Engliſh or Iriſh, which are ſometimes intro- 


duced, 


Commerce, Manufatfures and Fuel. — The prices of vivres 
of all Kinds are regulated by Kirkcudbright, which is our 
neareſt market town, being only four miles diſtant. Tis 
diſtrict has long been defervedly celebrated for fine honey. 
It is clear as cryſtal, and of the richeſt flavour. —A ſmall 
manufacture of cotton has lately been eſtablihed at Kirk- 
andrews, where a village 1s alſo begun, but does not ſeem to 
increaſe with rapidity. Until the duty on coal is taken off, 
it is not to be expected, that population will greatly increaſe, 
or manufactures of any kind be carried on with ſpirit. This 
partial and oppreſſive tax is highly prejudicial to agriculture, 
as well as to manufactures. The farmer muſt be employed 


during a conſiderable part of the ſummer months, in prepar- 


ing and bringing home his peats ; the materials of which are 
with great difficulty dug from deep pits, carried to a confi- 
derable diſtance, and muſt afterwards be mixed with water, 
kneaded, and formed into loaves, after the manner that the 


baker 
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baker prepares his dough before it is put into the oven. The 
cottager ® + 


Church, School and Poor. — The Crown is patron. The 
ſtipends conſiſt of 2 chalders of meal, 1 of bear, and 8091, 
Scotch of money, beſides 4ol. Scotch for communion ele- 
ments, and 3 glebes, which he detached, and meafure 16 
acres. The church and manſe are very much out of repair; 
but the heritors, it is not doubted, will ſoon repair them 
handſomely. They have lately ercQed an exceeding good 
ſchool-houſe. The ſchool is well attended, and the emolu- 
ments may be averaged at 3ol. a year. The poor ate ſup- 
plied from the collections in the church, which uſually are 
between 251. and 3ol. annually, and from the intereſt of 140. 
of ſtock. Twelve or fourteen (the number commonly on 
the liſt), are maintained. None of theſe beg from houſe to 
Houſe; but beggars from other diſtricts are very numerous. 


Antiquities, —There are four or five moats in different parts 
of the pariſh ; one of which, (the Dun of Boreland), is very 
remarkable. Its fituation is conſpicuous, and commands a 
very extenſive proſpect of the circumjacent country. Its form 
is exactly circular, and at the top about 340 yards diameter, 
The foſſee with which it is ſurrounded, is 10 feet deep, and 
7 or 8 in breadth at the bottom. At the diſtance of a bow 


the 


It is with no ſmall pleaſure, that the author of this account has juſt rezeived 
intelligence, that the duty on coals is taken off. The advantages of this will 
ſoon be felt among all ranks; and it will ſcarcely admit of a doubt, that in a 
ſhort time it will prove equally advantageous to the State. For, at a moderate 
calculation, the diſtrict of Galloway alone will, in ten years, contain £0,009 
more inhabitants, who will pay thrice as much to Government, in » ther tazcs, 
as is paid at preſent by the duty on coal. 
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ſhot from it, and on lower ground, there is another of the 
ſame kind, and nearly of the ſame circumference. This 1s 
alſo ſurrounded with a fofſte, which had been filled with wa- 


ter, but is now become dry, from the draining of a moſs 
adjoining to it *, 


Former State of the Pariſh.— About the beginning of this 
century, the number of farms had been double, or nearly triple, 
what it is at preſent. Four or fix horſes were yoked to a 
plough, which is now drawn by two or three. The lands, 
notwithſtanding, were miſerably cultivated ; the cattle poorly 
fed ; farms every where overſtocked ; and beaſts of all kinds 


grazed promiſcuouſly. Henee, though the foil was grateful, 
Vol. XI. F and 


* In this moſs, pieces of ſpears, and an old ſilver coin (the inſcription effaced), 
were lately found. It is natural to conjecture, from the above particulars, tha, 
they had been intended for military ſtatious; for which, in the opinion of ſome 
gentlemen of the army, who lately viſited them, they are very wel! adapted. 
The remains of a ſtrong fortification are alſo viſible in the farm of -orneas. It 
is ſituated on a ſtupendous rock, which juts inte t'e fea. It is of a triangular 
form. On two ſides the rock riſes nearly 200 feet perpendicular. On the laud fide, 
it is fortified by two ſtrong entrenchments, and a mound, the original height of 
which cannot now be aſcertained, as it is almoſt entirely demoliſhed. In other 
places of the ſhore, at the bottom of very remarkable cliffs, there are two or 
three curious caves. One of them evidently ſeems to have been artifical; it is 
uncertain for what purpoſe it had been intended. The moſt remarkable fact, of 
which any memory is preſerved by tradition, is the robbery of the chu-ch of 
Senwick by French pirates. The church, at that time, contained a very conſi- 
derable quantity of plate, which the Frenchmen plundered, and had ſafely e- 
ſcaped with their booty; but a ſtorm ariſing immediately aſter they had put to | 
ſea, the ſhip was daſhed upon a rock, at a little diſtance from the ſhore, oppoſite 
to the church, and every perſon on board periſhed: In memory of this event, 
the rock has ever ſince been ſtyled the Frenchman's Rock. —There are two fine 
old ruins in the pariſh; one of them called the tower of Balmangan, the other 
Plunton Calle. Tradition has preſerved nothing certain concerving them. 
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and the rents trifling, yet the inhabitants appear to have en- 
joyed the comforts of life in a very inconſiderable degree. 


Preſent State.—The rents of land at preſent are increaſed in 
the proportion of 4 or even 6 to 1. The quantity of ſtock is 
greatly diminiſhed. Many of the farmers, notwithſtanding, have 
attained to opulence; all of them are independent, and enjoy the 
comforts, and many of the pleaſures of life, in no inconſider- 
able degree. The diſadvantages, under which they labour, are 
comparatively few; and they enjoy advantages more than 
ſufficient to make ample compenſation. Beſides the advan- 
tages of ſoil and climate already mentioned, we apprehend it 
may be added, that their farms, in general, are of a proper 
extent; that they are at a proper diſtance from market 
towns ; that they need few articles of importation, and have 
a ready ſale and eaſy conveyance for articles of exportation; 
and that there are no villages, or fmall manufacturing towns in 
the pariſh, The laſt of theſe, we are aware, is uſually claſſed 
under the oppoſite head. The politician, doubtleſs, ought to 
conſider the want of villages and manufaQures as an evil, 
becauſe it is unfriendly to population, and increaſe of national 
revenue; but the philoſopher, with more enlarged and better 
ſentiments, forbears to lament the loſs, when he confiders 
their pernicious influence on the morals, health and happineſs 
of mankind, It cannot eſcape the notice of the attentive ob. 
ſerver, that, in villages, the moſt worthleſs and wretched part 
of ſociety is commonly to be found. Thither the dregs of the 
community, from all quarters, are poured in. Every incentive 
to vice is preſented, and no proper police is eſtabliſhed to give 


A check to the growing evil. Where villages are founded, 


manufactures ought indeed invariably to be eſtabliſhed, as the 
beſt means to give encouragement to induſtry ; which will 
opperate as 2 more eff-Qual check to the progrefs of vice, and 
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contribute more to the felicity of the inhabitants, than the beſt 
code of municipal laws, or the moſt rigid exerciſe of that 
power which is veſted in baron bailies. Paſturage and agri- 
culture are, doubtleſs, of all employmeats, the moſt favourable 
to the health and morals of mankind, Perhaps it is of ad- 
vantage where both are blended together. The leiſure and 
opportunities of ſocial intercourſe, afforded by the one, lead 
to indolence and diſſipation; the hard and unremitted labour 
of the other impairs the vigour of the mind, and contracts 
the feelings of the heart: but the evils ariſing from either, 
are, in a great meaſure, corrected by the intermixture of 
both. 


Character. Theſe obſervations have been ſuggeſted, from 
taking a view of the occupations and character, of the inha- 
bitants of this "pariſh ; who are, in general, rational in their 
ſentiments; liberal in their opinions; cheerful in their tempers; 
active and intelligent in their profeſſion ; ſatisfied with their 
own condition, and ſympathiſing with the diſtreſſes of others. 
The cottager lives long under the ſame maſter ; the tenant 
ſeldom changes his landlord: the progenitors of the preſent 
race, centuries ago, inhabited the pariſh, and, in many inſtan- 
ces, the very farms which their offspring now inhabit. They 
are all allied by conſanguinity or marriage; a circumſtance 
which prevents jealouſies, envyings and contentions, and 
doubtleſs contributes to that obliging intercourſe with one 
another, for which they are cemarkable. Religious differences 
are unknown ; and, though very moderate in their religious 
ſentiments, they have, from time immemorial, been regular in 
attending public worſhip.— It is not, however, to be denied, 
that, from two cauſes, the morals of the inhabitants of this 
country have ſuffered material injury: 1/t, From ſmuggling, 
which ſeldom fails to beget babits of intemperance : And, 

F 2 2dly, 
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2dly, From too great a number of alehouſes, or rather dram- 
ſhops, eſtabliſhed in different places “. 


* When the Iſle ef Man was an independent principality, the temptations to 
ſmuggling were ſo great, that all claſſes of people became adventurers. Since 
that period, and particularly ſince the duties on tea and ſpirits were leſſened, 
ſmuggling hath gradually declined; and, of late years, through the great vigi- 
lance of the exciſe and cuſtom-houſe officers, it hath been almoſt entirely ſup- 
preſſed. In conſequence of a late wiſe regulation, obliging all who keep public 
honſes, to take licences, a regulation which, in this country, is ſtrictly enforced, 
all unneceſſary public houſes are in like manner ſuppreſſed ; the happy effects oi 
which cannot fail to be generally experienced. | 
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| 
NUMBER III. 


PARISH OF RERRICK. 


(Preſpytery of Kirkcudbright—Stewartry and Synod of 
Galloway.) 


By the Rev. Mr, Jams Tucnsox. 


Extent and Surface. 


HE pariſh of Rerrick is in length 10 miles, and in 
breadth about 6; the face of the country broken and 
uneven. On the north ſtands Bencairn, a pretty high moun- 
tain, with a few inferior ones round its baſe, all covered with 
heath; the reſt conſiſts of moſs, meadow, plain fields, and 
ſwelling eminences; the whole is arable, excepting thoſe parts 
on the north, and the different moſſes, one of which contains 
about 300 acres, another 40, and another 30; beſides ſeveral 
others, and two little lakes, that merit no particular defſcrip- 
tion. 


Sea Coaſt, Iſland, Cc. —On the N. E. corner, the ground 
is flat for about 2 miles; where there is one of the pret- 
tieſt little bays, that is to be met with perhaps in the king- 
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dom. Tt ſtrikes into the land at right angles, about 2 miles 
long and x broad: At low water an uninterrupted bed of 
ſmooth ſand, with not a rock to be ſeen ; and ſo dry and firm, 
that horſe-races have been held on it. Small craft may load 
and unload in any part of it. On the W. fide is ſcooped out 
by nature a capacious baſon, where many veſſels, of great 
burden, may lie in ſafety from every ſtorm. At the head of 
the bay there is a marſh, of about half a mile, formerly, to 
all appearance, overflowed by the tide, but now under culti- 
vation. Off, at one corner, ſtands a gentleman's ſeat, with mo- 
dern improvements; on the other, an ancient irregular vil. 
lage. Along the edges, there is a little rifing ground, {kirted 
with natural wood; in the mouth of which, on a line with 
the coaſt, is placed, exactly in the middle, a beautiful green 
ſmooth iſland, called Heſon. It ſtands high out of the water, 
and 1s paſtured with ſheep, and abounds with rabbits. 


Proſpecta.— As the high road leads acroſs the head of this 
bay, where the traveller has, on one hand, the wild heathy 
proſpect in the neighbourhood of Bencairn, and on the other, 
this ſtriking contraſt, it exhibits a ſcene (eſpecially while the 
morning ſun looks into it, having the luſtre of its beams in- 
creaſed by reflection from the water, at the ſame time that 
their glare is corrected, by the woods and green fields that en- 
viron it), fo variegated, ſweet, and ſoothing, that any perſon 
of taſte and ſenſibility muſt find a degree of reluctance in 
parting with it. From this to the fartheſt point on the S. W., 
the ground in general is conſiderably elevated; producing 
what is commonly called a bold ſhore. Here the proſpell 
riſes from the ſimplicity of woods, creeks, and green fields, 
and ſwells into the majeſtic and ſubiime. It you take an in- 
land view, you have an extent of about 50 miles, terminated 
by Cairnſmoor, the hills of Carſphairn and Queenſberry. 

On 
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On turning round, you have lying before you the Frith, 10 
leagues broad, extending, on the left hand, about 30 miles; 
and, on the right, until it is loft in the Iriſh Sea. On the 
Engliſh coaſt, you have the towns of Alumby, Mar port, 
Workington, Herrington, Parton, and Whitehaven, with the 
intervening fields and hedges : All of which, except the laſt, 
are diſtinctly ſeen by the naked eye. On the back of theſe 
appear the Cumberland mountains, towering one above ano- 
ther; but all overtopped by the lofty SAidda; which, how-.. 
ever, ſeems to have a competitor in Criſſte, on the oppoſite 
ſhore, in the neighbourhood of Dumfries. Theſe mountains 
have the effect, as it were, of throwing the Frith into a ſhade, 
by which every object is more diſtinctly perceived, and the 
beauty of the whole greatly increaſed. From the point of 
St. Bee's to the Ifle of Man, lying in the Iriſh fea, is an ex- 
tent of 11 leagues ; and from thence to the point of White- 
horn, of about 9; the whole track forming a curve of about 
90 miles; which, from ſeveral] parts of the pariſh, the eye 
can take in diſtinctly at once. But what completes the gran- 
deur of the ſcene, is, the variety of veſſels that appear ſcattered 
every where, often to the number of 40, 50, and 60. And 
as moſt of the ſtations from whence it is ſeen, ſtand high, and 
the view reaches to the mouth of St. George's Channel, and 
towards the north of Ireland, (conſequently very extenſive), 
the veſſels, by a well known law in optics, ſeem elevated one 
above another, according to their diſtance, till the fartheſt ap- 
pear as if dropping out of the clouds: So that, in a certain 
ſtate of the atmoſphere, it looks like an immenſe canvas hung 
down from heaven, with theſe veſſels pictured upon it. 


Fih.—The tide in the Frith runs from E. to W. with con- 
ſiderable rapidity. Reaſoning from analogy, and calculating 
from appearances, it is generally concluded, that there are 

3 great 
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great plenty and variety of fiſh on the coaſt, though hithert5 
there have been no ſpirited exertions to aſcertain the truth of 
this., There have indeed been ſeveral feeble attempts made 
in the Bay of Heſton, which have proved ſucceſsful, and cor- 
yoborated the common opinion. Along the whole ſhore, but 


particularly about Heiton, there is plenty of ſhell filh of the 
eommon kinds. 


Minerals..—In the lands of Lord M*CarTtwEr, there is a rich 
iron mine, which was opened up and carried on for ſome time 
by an Engliſh company, but is now deſiſted from: Not, how. 
ever, that it is by any means exhauſted; but owing entirely 
to the expence and inconvenience of ſhipping it. The coaſt 
every where abounds with free-ſtone, which hath been much 
in requeſt of late, for the ornamental parts of ſome of the moſt 
elegant houſes, both in this and the neighbouring pariſhes ; 
and laſt. year it was carried by land, at the diſtance of 12 
miles, to one of the moſt magnificent ſtructures in the country. 
There are no leſs than'three places on the ſhore, which have 
been laid open, and declared, by a& of parliament, to be free 
ports, viz. Balcarry, formerly mentioned, on the E, ; Port 
Mary, (ſo called from Mary Queen of Scots taking ſhipping 
after the battle of Langſide), on the S.; and Mullock Bay on 
the S, W. The firſt of theſe is ſafe and commodious by na- 
ture; the other two might be made ſo, by a little affiſtance 
from art; that at Port Mary eſpecially, by expending a few 
hundred pounds upon it, might be rendered inconceivably ad- 
vantageous. And as all the gentlemen, whoſe properties lie 
contiguous to.it, are very public ſpirited, it is to be hoped, 
that, in this improving age, they will ſoon take up the matter 
in a ſerious light. | 
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Exports and Imports, Sc, This is the more earneſtly to he 
wiſhed for, as a ſpirit of improvement, introduced here only 
about 25 years ago, is ſtill advancing; and conſequently the 
articles of export and import are daily multiplying and in- 
creaſing. As a ſpecimen, the annual importation of lime, for 
the purpoſes of building and manure, is about 10,000 buſhels ; 
beſides confiderable internal reſources of marl, ſhells, and 
ſea ſlime. And there are exported, at an average, 15, 280 
ſtones of meal; 116 tons of potatoes; 850 buſhels of barley; 
231 of bear, and 198 of wheat, 


Cultivation and Improvements, Whether it is owing to the 
ſoil, which in many places is cold and ſpungy, or to its ele- 
vation and expoſure to the ſea, even where it is dry, in a 
country entirely naked with reſpe& to wood, or to the want 
of convenient and ſufficient ſubdivifions, or to whatever other 
aſſignable cauſe, is not determined; but the farmers do not 
find their account in cultivating the laſt mentioned article, 
(wheat) ; ſo that very little attention, in general, has hitherto 
been paid to it. Theſe inconveniences, however, with many 
other obſtruct ions to the improvement of huſbandry, are daily 
removing, by the united exertions of the gentlemen, in plant- 
ing, repairing roads, inclofing ground, and binding down 
tenants to certain regulations. The yearly fund, denominated 
road-money, is about 4ol. ; which is often conſiderably aug- 
mented by handſome donations . from ſome of the proprietors. 
And ſo prevalent is the laudable ambition of wiping off the 
reproach of our country, in reſpect of its wanting wood, that, 
within theſe few years, there have been planted, in the pariſh, 
upwards of 170,000 foreſt trees; beſides ſeveral new orchards, 
to which the proprietors are paying the utmoit attention, by 
collecting plants from the places moſt noted for nurſeries. 


Vor. XI. | | G | Cattle. 
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Cattle. But while the gentlemen and principal farmers are 
thus ſtudying and promoting agriculture, a principal ſhare of 
their attention, and that of the tenants in general, is till 
paid to black cattle, which here, as well as over all Galloway, 
continues to be the ſtaple commodity of the country ; and no 
part of the Stewartry perhaps is ſuperior to ſeveral farms n 
this corner, both for rearing and fattening. The lands be. 
longing to Mr. Ross MKIE give daily proofs, that this is 
neither a partial nor a raſh aſſertion.— The live ſock of the 
whole pariſh i is as follows, Viz, 


ren, - 2150 Horſes, - 190 
Cows, = = 382 Sheep, p = 2383 
2532 | 


The black cattle are the produce of our own country, with a 
ſmall mixture of Highland and Iriſh breed. The horſes are 
moſtly Galloways ; many of them are reared in the pariſh, 
eſpecially of late years, ſince their value came to be rated ſo 
high. And the ſheep, (excepting thoſe in the hands of a few, 
of a ſuperior kind), are the deſcendants of the old inhabitants of 
the moors and mountains, of a ſmall ſize and with coarſe wool; 
the beſt here ſelling at 1 58., and the ordinary run at 118. and 
128. per ſtone ; there being no woollen manufacture as yet 
erected in this country, to r the W to bay * at- 
tention to the breed. a» 


Natural Curiefities. On the march, in the northern corner 


of the pariſh, within the property of Mr. DovcLas of Or- 
chardtown, there is a ſmall ftream, which comes gurgling 
down from the mountains, in which are found a certain kind 
of little flones, of a very ſtriking figure and quality, quite 
en with a \ faint colour of purple, and ſo hard, that 


' they 


* 
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they will out glaſs like a diamond. They grow on the rocks 
that overhang the rivulet in large cluſters, about the ſize of 
pin heads, where they continue to vegetate (as may b coll: &- 
ed from the different ſtages of their progreſs, evidently there 
to be ſeen) till they are near an inch long and 2 diameter; 
when dropping out of their ſockets, they fall into the water, 
and mix with the gravel at the bottom of the rill. The end 
that ſat in the ſocket, very much reſembles that part of a 
tooth which ſticks in the jaw ; the other end of moſt of them 
is tapered ;z and (which is the great and inexplicable pheno- 
menon), are cut into triangular, quadrangular, and various 
other figures, as neatly and diſtinctly, as if they had come 
through the hands of the beſt lapidary in the kingdom. How 
frequently theſe rocks bring to maturity, and caſt off their 
fingular fruit, whether in 50, 100, or t000 years, cannot be 
ſo much as gueſſed at. 


Population and Longevity Erne return ts Dr. Webſter, 
in 1755, was - - - - - 1051 
The preſent number of the des of the pariſh is 1050 


Decreaſe, - - T 


As there is at preſent no pariſh regiſter, the average of births, 
burials, &c. cannot, with any preciſion, be aſcertained. Theſe 
particulars, however, may be calculated with an accuracy 


| Quite ſufficient for any public or political purpoſe, from the 


ample data already afforded from places where regiſters are 
kept; taking into conſideration this circumſtance, that the 
people here, in general, enjoy good health, and many of them 
long life. As a proof of this, there died, within theſe laſt 
S years, no leſs than 9 perſons, who had all arrived at the ad- 
vanced period of between 80 and 90. And at this day there 

G2 are 
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are living 15 more, who have nearly attained the fame age, 
One woman in particular is 87, and has the uſe of all her 
ſenſes and faculties, 

From certain appearances it might, at firſt view, be con- 
cluded, that this pariſh had decreaſed greatly in its population 
during the laſt 5o years, there being ſeveral large farms now 
occupied by one tenant only, which at that period was divided 
among many. One of theſe in particular, which pays about 500l. 
does not contain above 19 ſouls. And there are 5 other farms, 
in which tradition ſays there then lived about 50 families; 
whereas they do not at preſent contain above 20. But to theſe 
plauſible arguments for depopulation, are oppoſed the follow- 
ing fats : In the 1/7 place, There never was any emigration 
from the pariſh during this half century, worthy to be term- 
ed ſuch : 2dly, That although in the farms alluded to, there 
is but one principal family, yet they are generally pretty large, 
through the number of ſervants that are neceſſary to manage 
them : 3dly, That although the two villages have been bnt 
little, yet they have been ſomewhat enlarged : 4thly, That 
there are nowſamilics reliding in ſeveral other places of 
the pariſh, which formerly were wild, and without an in- 
habitant. | 


Church, \Sc.—It may be added, as no ſmall preſumption in 
favour of the increaſe of the. population, that the pariſh church, 


which was enlarged in the year 1743, has for theſe ſeveral | 


years been too ſmall, and laſt year received a conſiderable ad- 
dition. At the ſame time, the mauſe and office houſes were 
rebuilt ; in which the heritors have ſhewn their generoſity, 
and politely expreſſed their reſpe& for the order of the clergy ; 
which example is ſo completely imitated by the tenants, 
and every other deſcription of the inhabitants, that no member 


of the churci of Scotland need be happier than the incumbent 
of 


mo 
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of Rerrick. And this is no temporary effuſion, extorted by 
diſtinguiſhed merit, or a tribute paid only to popular talents ; 
but, like a natural principle, operates ſteadily from one ge- 
neration to another; founded, probably, on this very ſingular 
circumſtance, that there have been, not only no violent ſettle- 
ments, but there bath never been ſo much as a vacancy in the 
pariſh, ſince the year 1691; the late and preſent incumbent 
having both been ſo happy as to be the unanimous choice of 
the people ;* having been ordained aſſiſtants and ſucceſſors 
to their reſpeQive predeceſſors. The ſtipend, excluſive of 
the glebe, and the allowance for communion elements, is 
$31. 6s. 8d. 


Poor. The funds ariſing from the weekly collections, and 

a few donations from ſome of the humane and conſiderate 
proprietors, are quite ſufficient for the ſupport of our poor; 
there being only 6 on the roll, that are regularly ſupplied, and 
4 more occafionaly relieved. And it now appears, that the 
aid of the ſeſſion will be ſtill leſs reſorted to, through the ready 
method of earning ſubſiſtence in ſome department or other of 
the manufaQtures*. This is one of the many advantages flow- 
ing from this new ſource of induſtry. Amidſt theſe, however, 
two evils are to be dreaded : The one is, leaſt parents, either 
from needy circumftances, or from an avaricious diſpoſition, 
ſhould negle& the education of their children, and thereby 
lacrifice the neceſſary information of their minds, to the ſup- 
ply of their own tables. The other is, leſt thoſe who have 
the principal management of the buſineſs, and the power of 
hiring and diſcharging the hands, ſhould not be men of a fin- 
x cere 


* Tradeſmen, mechanics, and all ſorts of labourers, are ſo ſcarce, and their 
wages ate riſing ſo rapidly, that a ſtandard can hardly be fixed for the ſpace of 
« lngle year. | 
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cere regard to morals and propriety of conduct. If theſe 
things are not carefully attended to, they will evidently, in 
the long- run, eſſentially injure ſociety. 


Scboolc.— The only deſcription of the inhabitants that are 
deſtitute of the neceſſary means of ſubſiſtence, are our ſchool- 
maſters, of whom we have two, one in each village, which 
are diſtant 4 Engliſh miles. Ihe ſalary, it is true, is the 
maximum allowed by law, viz. ITI. 6s. 8d., of which yl. go 
to the ſchoolmaſter at the Abbey, (which is looked upon as 
being properly the pariſh ſchool); and the remaining 41. 6s. 8d. 
to the one at Aucheneairn. Nothing is more evident, con- 
fidering the advanced price of every article, both of food and 
raiment, than that the above ſum is inadequate for the pur- 
poſes of a decent and comfortable ſubſiſtence ; particularly 
when it is reflected on, that the population is ſuch, that, when 
the children are divided between two ſchools, neither of them 
can be numerous; and more eſpecially, when it is con- 
ſidered, that the quarter's wages are ſo low, that an opulent 
farmer can have his child waited upon, and taught Engliſh, 6 
hours every day, for the ſum of 4d. a month. This is ſo glaring 
an inconſiſtency, that, to the honour of ſome of our proprietors; 
to whom it has been ſhewn, they have declared their readi- 
neſs to enter into an agreement, with the reſt of the heritors, 
to ſupply the defect, by an annual voluntary contribution. At 
the period when the law was enacted with reſpe& to ſchool- 
maſters, the proviſion then made for them, bore a ſuitable 
proportion to the other ranks and ſtations of the community ; 
but now, in the preſent altered ſtate of things, it is indiſput- 
ably a radical defect in the police of the country. It is there- 
fore moſt devoutly to be wiſhed, that all perſons of influence, 
who have a regard to the riling generation, and feel in their 
minds a veneration for piety and morals, would unite their 

; endeavours 
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endeavours in remedying this evil, by;giving a reaſonable en« 
couragement, to ſo uſeful and neceflary a body of men. 


Proprietors and Rent.— There are 22 heritors in the pariſh, 
The rental, as ſlated in the valuation roll of the county, is 
5,9601. Scotch; and the preſent rental is nearly 5, oool. Ster- 
ling, which will be greatly increaſed when a few leaſes are 
expired; there being lands in it which, about 15 years ago, 
were rented at 8ol., and which now let for 260l. Sterling. 
Indeed it is not eaſy to ſay, to what ſum the rental of the pa- 
rin might be raiſed, if the proprietors would aſſiſt their te- 
nants in fencing their farms ſufficiently, throwing them into 
imall convenient ſubdiviſions, laying them out in good heart, 
and in building comfortable and commodious houſes “. 


Former and preſent State compared. — The people here, till 
of late, lived what may be conſidered a kind of paftoral life; 
with that attention to agriculture only which was abſolutely 
neceſſary to mere ſubſiſtence. But now they have taken a 
different turn, and aſſumed the appearance of activity, taſte, 
opulence, and gaiety. All our heritors, except 4, either reſide 
conſtantly, or occaſionally. Several of theſe are among the 
principal heritors ; and, conſidering the public ſpirit and taſte 
for improvements, which gentlemen of their ftation now al- 
molt every where cultivate, and the diſtinguiſhing figure 

which 


* Of all the plans of improvement, none is more neceſſary, perhaps, than 
proper STRAw Yarms for procuring dung: But of the advantages of this, neither 
Proprietors nor tenants, in general, ſeem to be ſufficiently aware, During the 
winter, there are fed in the fields, with hay and ſtraw, no leſs than 2150 black 
cattle ; now, if the dung of theſe were carefully collected, might it not con- 
tribute greatly to increaſe our quantity of wheat, and enlarge our fields of green 
crops? * | ; 
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which men of their rank now make, it muſt neceſſarily pro- 
duce a material difference in the face of things, in compariſon 
of former days. 


Manufa@ures and Villages, What now gives a proſpect of 
comfort, afluence, and importance to the lower claſs, is a ſpi. 
rit of cotton manufacture got in amongſt us; which we hope 
will in time lead to the woollen. Here we have two ſmall 
villages ; one at the old Abbey, and another at the head of 
Heſton Bay. At the former, a few ſpirited young men com- 
menced buſineſs laſt ſummer, At the latter, a company of 
farmers, headed by a patriotic gentleman, are making pre- 
parations for beginning the next ; having ſubſcribed a capital 
of 1,200l. for that purpoſe. The machinery of the laſt men- 
tioned place is to go with water. And it is now alſo in con- 
templation, to erect a ſimilar houſe in the lands of Mr. Cairns 
of Dundranen. Cloſe by each of theſe villages runs a burn, 
with water ſufficient to drive pretty heavy machinery ; and, 
as their fountain heads are ſeveral hundred feet higher. than 
where they empty themſelves into the ſea, works of that kind 
might be erected alongſt them, in ſucceſſion, for miles. Be. 
ſides theſe, we have other three not greatly inferior, 


Diſadvantage.— But with all theſe natural advantages, be. 
fides the exportation of ſuch a ſurplus of grain, and our 
commodious ſituation with reſpect to harbours, there is one, 
and only one, inſuperable barrier to the carrying on of manu- 
factures here, to any conſiderable extent, viz. the want of 
fuel. For notwithſtanding our large and numerous mofles, 
ſuch are the circumſtances (which it would be needleſs here 
to narrate), that peats, to the generality of the inhabitants, 
are warty as high, and ten times leſs comfortable, than coals 

imported 
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imported from England, at the preſent exorbitant rate of 288. 
and 308. the ton. | 


Proſpect of Relief. —It has, however, been long a prevail. 
ing opinion, that the lands, now belonging to Mr. Jounson 
HANNAH, contain a complete remedy againſt all thoſe evils 
and inconveniencies. Theſe lands lie upon the ſhore; and 5 
promiſing are appearances, that veins, 3 inches thick, of ex- 
cellent coal, are found among the rocks at low water. This 
public ſpirited gentleman, for the ſatisfaction of the public 
and himſelf, has this year begun to give it a fair trial, and 
has already got down 40 fathoms. The ſymptoms hitherto, 
are neither highly flattering, nor have they given the leaſt 
reaſon to deſpair., The public anxiety for the event is not to 
be deſcribed. The eyes of the whole country hang upon 
him in eager expectation; and « pris mibi magnus Apollo,” 

is the ſentiment that poſſeſſes every mind, in caſe he ſucceeds, 


Probable Conſequences. —The advantages accruing from it, to 
the community at large, would be very great, as peats, the 
principal fuel over all this country, ſeem to decreaſe in pro- 
portion to the progreſs of agriculture z many of the moſſes 
and marſhy places being thereby laid dry and fertilized; and the 
bruſh-wood, and other combuſtible materials cleared from the 
helds, for the purpoſe of tillage; the demand being greatly aug- 
mented by the increaſe of population; z and, even when peats 
are to be had, their value, of late years, is rendered exiremely 
precarious by the wetneſs of the ſetfons..... The benefit coal 
would produce ro manufactures, can only be eſtimated by 
thoſe who know theit importance. How inconceivably va- 
luable might it render the rich iron mine in its vicinity, be- 
longing to Lord MCARTNE T And bow bencficial might it 


Frove in ſaving men's lives and properties, by rendering it 
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practicable to ſupport a light-houſe, erected on the iſland of 
Heſton, or on ſome prominent part of the coaſt ? 


Manner and Character.— All tanks, both in their appear. 
ance and manner of living, make a very different figure from 
their immediate forefathers. The ſame reaſons, that account 
for fimilar changes, that have taken place over all the country, 
will no doubt apply here; theſe alterations being nowiſe pe- 
culiar to the inhabitants of this pariſh. The people here, in 
general, are peaceable, humane, and hoſpitable ; have a lively 
ſenſe of decorum and character; and many of them give in- 
dubitable proofs, that their minds are deeply influenced with 
rational piety. As an evidence of their ſobriety and tem-. 
perance, there are not two men in the whole pariſh, who 
are ſo far enſlaved by a habit of drinking, as not to provide 
for their families, notwithſtanding the many temptations 
they are expoſed to, from the variety and abundance of fo- 
reign ſpirits, illegally imported on the coaſt ; and (what is 
perhaps the cauſe of a ſtill more general debauchery), the 
cheapneſs of whiſky. In reſpe&, both of civil and ecclefiaſti- 


cal matters, the inhabitants may juſtly be ſaid to be a people 


who * meddle not with them that are given to change.” The farm- 
ers here, as well as through the country at large, are a ſet of 
civilized, converſible, and well informed men, far ſuperior to 
thoſe in the ſame ſtation in many other places of the kingdom, 
Their line of buſineſs, being chiefly in the cattle branch, by 
which they are often led out into the world, and frequently 
into the company of gentlemen, who, here, are all either ſpe- 
culative or practical dealers in cattle, gives an illumination to 
their minds, and a poliſh to their manners, which thoſe, in a 
mere grain country, are abſolute ſtrangers to, 
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Antiquities —With regard to Druidical temples, and Saxon, 
Roman or Daniſh camps, ſa much has already been ſaid, in 
the courſe of the Statiſtical Account, that any farther def- 
criptions, conjectures, and bold aſſertions, muſt appear trite 
to moſt readers. Of the former there are 2, and of the latter 

12; beſides a heap of looſe ſtones, collected apparently with 
great fatigue, on the very top of Bencairn, whoſe ſummit is 
1,200 feet above the level of the ſea.—In the bottom of a 
long and narrow valley, about a mile and a half from the ſea, 
ſtands the old Abbey of Dundranenꝰ; a minute deſcription of 

| H 2 which 


it may here, however, be obſerved, that according to an extract from the 
Chronicle of Melroſs, and other authentic documents, it was founded by Fercus, 
the firſt Lord of GarLowar, in the year 1142. The firſt poſſeſſors came from 
Reivell in Yorkſhire, and were of the Ciſtercian order; ſo called from Ronxar, 
Abbot of Ciftaus, or Cifteaux, or Ciſtertium, in Burgundy; who, about the year 
1088, made a ſecond refinement on the principles of the Benedictines, the firſt 
having been made about the year 913. That the monks of this deſcription were 
very numerous, we have this ſtrong evidence, that they had no leſs than 14 con- 
yents in Scotland, four of which were in Galloway. | 

The firſt abbot of this monaſtery was one SYLvaNnvs, who died in the year 
1189. In the year 1430, we find one Hex NAV granting a charter to Henzy 
CorLar of Orroland; which was confirmed by Pope Pavr III. in 1437. We 
find another of the name of Tr0Mas, an honour not only to his country, but to 
the age in which he lived. Whether it was he who wrote the Chronicle of 
Melroſs, is not aſſerted ; but it is allowed on all hands that it was written by an 
abbot of Dundranen, at leaſt the latter part of it. The laſt abbot of the place 
was Epwarpd MAxXWELL, ſon to Joan Lord Harries, who here afforded an 
aſylum to Magy Queen of Scots, in her flight from the battle of Langſide, in 
the year 1568; and after whoſe death, King Jams VI. annexed this place to 
his Royal Chapel at Stirling. The revenue of the abbey about this time, as to 
the money part of it, was 5ool, Scotch; but, according to the mode of endowing 
religious houſes in thoſe days, this muſt have been the ſmalleſt part of it 

There is no veſtige of any tomb deſerving notice, though it is certain, that 
ALLAN, Lord of Galloway, firgamed the Gzzar, Conſtable of Scotland (whoſe 

daughter 
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which is deemed totally unneceſſary, after the attention late] 


paid to it, hoth by Mr. de * CARDONELL, and the celebrated 
Captain GRoOSE. * 


daughter Don w ALA was married to Jonn Barrot), was buried i in this pg 
in the year 1233. Theſe are moſt of the ſcanty hints that are now to be glean- 
ed from authentic records, a minute, connected, and ſatisfactory acconnt, having 
Hitherto baffled the reſcarches of all our modern antiquarians. And no wonder, 


if what is ſtoried be true; namely, that all the principal papers belonging to 
this houſe v. were © carried over to o France, , 
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NUMBER IV. 


PARISH OF URR. 


(County of Kireudbright—Synod and Preſbytery of Dunfries.) 


S the Rev. Mr. James MUITRHEAD of LoGan, Minifer 
oY Uxx. 
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Situation'and Name. 


Tur pariſh of Urr is ſituated in lat. 54%; and, from 4 
compariſon of the tides, appears to lie about 30“ of longitude 
weſt from Leith. The antient orthography was VR, and the 
pronunciation was WUR, or WHUR, though it is now fre- 
quently pronounced, and ſometimes ſpelt Orr. From this lit- 
tle can be inferred, unleſs the above manner of pronouncing 
the V or U ſhould ſuggeſt, that the inhabitants of Galloway 
were of German rather than Celtic extraction. The conſi- 
derable lake, out of which the river Urr iſſues, is called Loch 
Whur to this day- There are alſo ſome people in this country 
firnamed Macwhur : But even this leaves the derivation of 
the name of the pariſh uncertain, © 


ii; „1 *-v I 


Extent 
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Extent and Rent. — The length of Urr pariſh, from thg 
march of Kirkpatrick-Durham, nearly from N. to 8., is at 
leaſt 13 Scotch miles. The breadth varies, and at its greateſ 
extent ſomewhat exceeds 4 miles. The number of acres the 
pariſh contains, is nearly 12,000 ; and though this eſtimate is 
given partly from acquaintance with the actual ſurveys of 
ſome of the larger eſtates, and partly from computation, it 
will be found to differ but little from reality. The groſs rent 
yielded by this tract of land i is at preſent 4, 446l.; nor is it ex- 
travagant, whilſt the preſent peace and proſperity of the coun. 
try remain undiminiſhed, The yalued rent of Urr, or the 
rule by which it pays the land-tax, is ſomething more than 
5,006], Scotch; and, in the reign of Charles I., this was pro- 
bably an adequate rent for the whole pariſh, It may here 
with truth be obſerved, that at preſent, through all Galloway, 
100l. Scotch of valued rent, implies 100l. Sterling of real 


rent; and, in the generality of inſtances, a good deal more. 


River and Fiſh. From Loch Urr*, where the river ſo called 
ariſes, to the Ille of Heſton (where the ſtream 1 15 loſt i in the 
Solway 


ata improper to glance at 5 nal] comworerh 
ſubſiſting betwixt certain refpeRable antiquaties. It has been commonly al. 
ſerted that Sir CunisToPaER SEATON, the faithful companion of WALLAck, 
was killed, or taken priſoner, at a place called Locy Oxe, in Fife. The exiſtence 
of a chapel at Dumfries, erected for the very purpoſe of ſaying maſſes for hi 
Jou), led fome people alſo to think, that though Bir Chriſtopher was apprehend- 
ed in Fife, yet he was put to death at Dumfries. Now the fact is, that at Loch 
Whur, er Loch Orr, in the ſtewartry of Galloway, and around the loch, th: 
Seaton family had a caſtle and @ very large domain. At this day the land-hold- 
crs, in that neighbourhood, have moſt of the old inveſtitures of their eſtates 
from the Seatons, Sir Jonx Szarox of Barnes ſeems to have fold the te- 
mains of the family property in Galloway, ſo late as the year 1596. That the 
gallaut Sir Chriſtopher Scatop loſt bis life upon the eve of Bryce's m—_ 
oe ons Scotland, 


fo! 
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Solvay Frith), is a courſe of more than 20 miles. The wa- 
ter of Urr ſkirts the pariſh of that name, ſo as to divide it from 
thoſe of Croſſmichael and Buittle ; but the ſource of the rivet 
is about 15 miles farther up in the country; than the ſpot 
where it becomes the limit of this pariſh, as already mention- 
ed. Veſſels of 60 tons find the Urr navigable up to Dal- 
beaty, at ſpring tides. At ſmall expence, and with no confi. 
derable efforts of ingenuity, this navigation might be improv- 
ed, both by bringing it farther inland, and by rendering it 
more commodious for imports and exports: But in this re- 
ſpect, as well as ſome others, patriotiſm and difintereſted- 
neſs make but a tardy progreſs. Beſides pikes, trouts, and 
ſome other ſorts of freſh water fiſh, this river affords ſalmon. - 
In wet ſummers, the latter are had in confiderable quantities z 
but in dry ſeaſons, ſea fiſh can get but little higher than the 
flow of the tide. The price of ſalmon here depends much up- 
on the quantity taken, as little is ſent out of the pariſh, Two 
pence per pound was the average this year ; and at no time 
are fiſh ſold higher with us, than the market rates of Dum- 


fries, or of Kirkcudbright, from which towns, Haugh of Urr 
is equally diſtant. | 


Soil and Cultivation. —The ſoil of Urr is in general light, 
but, at an average, very kindly, The upper parts of the pa- 
fiſh are mooriſh ; but, in general, capable of tillage ; and it 
is believed, the arable land in Urr may be, to that which can- 
not be plowed, as 12 to 1,—Agriculture is by no means come 

to 


Scotland, is univerſally admitted. Now the probability of Seaton's being in 
Fife, when the partiſaps of Bruce expected that prince at Dumfries; the pro- 
babilit) that any man, ſo obnoxious to Edward I. as Sir Chriſtopher Scaton, 
mould attempt to conceal himſelf in Fife, rather than in Galloway, (which at 
that time was one of the wildeſt diſtricts in Scotlagd), are matters that may be 
very ſafely left to common ſenie to determine. | 
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to perfection, but hath greatly improved within theſe Jaſt 30 
years, and rents have at leaſt riſen in proportion. When it 
is told the public, that there are ſew farms, within 3 miles 
of Urr church, that have not been let, within theſe 40 years, 
for one tenth part of the rent they now yield, the aſſertion 
may ſeem improbable z the fact, however, is inconteſlible; 
and very adequate cauſes may be aſſigned. By the perſecu- 
tion, through which the weſt of Scotland, in general, and 
Galloway in particular, ſuffered ſo much, during the reign of 
Charles II. the minds of the people ſeem not only to have 
been alienated from the labours of apriculture, but from every 
ſpecies of buſineſs, ſtanding diſtin& trom religion and politics, 
Even the revolution, in 1688, did not ſeem to afford abſolute 
ſecurity againſt the return of their former ſufferivgs. As this 
proſpe& filled the old with deſpair; it fired the young with 
reſentment ; and hence many of them inliſted in the armies 
of Britain and Holland, during the wars of King William and 
Queen Anne, to oppole the return of a family whoſe principles 
they dreaded. Slowly, indeed, does a nation recover of the 
wounds made by civil diſcord; It 3 is not yet quite 1c years 
fince farms in this neighbourhood, that now pay a rent of 
above 20ol. per annum, were offered at the church doors, to 
any tenant, who would pay the land-tax, miniltte:*s ſtipend, 
and other public burdens. Let us be cautious how ſuch times 
are brought back. With a government that exempts us from 
ſuch calamities, we ſhould not wautonly quarrel “. 

From the year 1688, to the year 4740, agriculture ſeems 
to have 1mproved but very little ; and the value of land to 
have juſt kept pace, with what degree of peace and proſpect 
8 5 Be . 


Farmers ought to be particularly cauticus in countenanting inteſtine dil. 

orders. In times of proſperity and peace, a man may be richer, and may lite 
more comfortably, paying 2001, a ycar for a ſarm, than he would be, in times a 
civil war, U he had it for nothing, 
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of tranquillity the country enjoyed. In the year 1940, how- 
ever, ſhell marl was diſcovered in Galloway ; and the abund- 
ant crops, produced by the uſe of this manure, encouraged 
the landholders, to let out for tillage large tracts of land, 
which had been encloſed for the purpoſe of grazing black cat- 
tle. A ſpirit of induſtry began then to be diffuſed amongft 
the tenantry and labourers, which was, however, conſiderably 
cramped by the vicinity of the Iſle of Man, with which the 
inhabitants of Galloway carried on a conſiderable ſmuggling 
trade. But that iſland having been made ſubject, about the 
year 1960, to the revenue regulations of Great Britain, it is 
inconceivable how much the agriculture of every pariſh, in 
the maritime parts of Galloway, was benefited : The impor- 
tation of lime from England, by water carriage, ſoon became 
frequent z (this manure is riow carried t 5 miles up into the 
countty from Dalbeaty Port); a corn trade ſprung up with 
Greenock, and other towns on the weſt coaſt of Scotland, as 
well as with Whitehaven, Liverpool; and other ports moſt 
adjacent in England ; and the proſperity and opulence of this 
pariſh, as well as the vicinity, have ever fince continued to 
1mprove. 


Produce aad Black Cattle. Oats, barley; a little wheat, and 
black cattle, form the far greater part of the produce of Urr. 
In the year 1792, it was computed; that the oats and barley, 
ſold out of the pariſh, amounted to the value of 4, oool. Po- 
tatoes alſo ſorm a conſiderable article of commerce, eſpecially 
with the Engliſh ports. As to the number of black cattle 
diſpoſed of yearly, it is impoſſible this can be fixed, with any 
preeiſion, as many farmers keep what are called running 
ſtocks, i. e. buy in and ſell out feveral times in the year. Pro- 
bably, however, if every farmer was to breed his own ſale 
cattle, the pariſh might produce 800 bullocks, of two and a 
half years old, which might annually be ſent to England, or 

Vor. XI. I otherwiſe - 
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otherwiſe diſpoſed of. The very beſt Galloway bullock, at 


30 months old, will weigh from 39 to 35 ſtones, and will RY 


at wt 7s., or at 81. 


Sheep nie ho kept in Urr ate not numerous. By the 
beſt information, there are, juſt now, about goo in the pariſh, 
Thoſe kept in the moor farms are of the black faced kind. 
Their wool conſequently is coarſe. On the farms that have 
been well cultivated, the ſheep are generally of the Eugliſh 
breed, and the wool 13 fine and more abundant. 

Here it may be proper to obſerve, that, in the reign of 
James VI., Galloway was underſtood to produce the fineſt 
wool in Scotland, perhaps in Britain. William Lithgow ſays, 
he had ſeen finer wool in Galloway than ever he ſaw in Spain, 
Even to this day, in ſome particular farms, the wool is re- 
markably fine, and of a brilliant whiteneſs. The ſheep from 

which this wool is cut, are white faced, rather ſmall, and in 
all reſpects ſeem very much to reſemble the ſheep of the Shet- 
land Iſles. Finding that the white faced ſheep, with fine 
wool, had once been the common ſtock of every farm in Gal. 
loway, it became a queſtion, Whence the black faced ſheep, 
whoſe wool is ſcarce worth cutting, were imported? But no 
inveſtigation or inquiry upon this ſubject, was attended with 
any ſatis faction. It may be obſerved, that Galloway, in its 
uncultivated ſtate, abounded with goats, which, in mooriſh 
and moſſy tracts, are almoſt uniformly of a black colour. 
Now, that the goat and the ſheep eaſily, nay commonly, breed 
together, is undeniable; and that the mules ſo produced are 
as fruitful as either the ſeparate breed of goats, or of ſheep, 
is a fact that cannot be diſputed. In every farm, in the 
wilder parts of Galloway, at this day, where flocks of goats 
and ſheep are kept, at nq great diſtance from one another, 
every ſpring we ſee, among the ſheep eſpecially, ſeveral mong- 
rels, 
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rels, which are juſt carried on with the flock of lambs to which 
they belong. Now the goat, in the wild and uncultivated 
parts of the country, is an animal of much larger bone, and 
far hardier than the ſheep. About the time, therefore, that 
James VI. left Scotland, and when the manufactures, com- 
merce and agriculture of that kingdom began to decline, it is 
highly probable, that the black faced breed of ſheep, (that is, 
the mongrels above mentioned), might be encouraged, ſo as to 
ſtock the greater part of the farms calculated for ſheep. 
Woollen manufactures having ſcarcely any exiſtence in Scot- 
land, and the Engliſh being hardly able to work their own - 
wool, the only objects that could intereſt a Scotch farmer, as to 
ſheep, were the eaſe with which they could be preſerved, the 
flavour of their fleſh, and the weight of their carcaſes. In 
all theſe reſpects, the mongrels, bred betwixt the ſheep and 
the goat, are ſuperior, eſpecially to the fmall white faced 
ſheep already mentioned, the wool of which was of ſuch un- 
common fineneſs, The mongrels are conſtantly black faced, 
and in their form differ little from the ſheep thus diſtinguiſhed, 
Two or three removes might indeed produce all the diſtinction 
that obtains. This mongrel breed, (half ſheep and half goat), 
however much they might ſuit ancient- times of barbariſm, 
ought no longer to be preſerved, at a period, when the proper 
management of ſheep, and the great profits of ſheep farming, 
when {ilfully conducted, are ſo much better underſtood. 


Reptiles, Birds and Plant. The animals and plants found 
in this pariſh, have in them little of ſingularity. The ſmall 
and deadly coluber, ſaid to be found in Galloway, has very: 
probably exiſtence, though this reptile may be rare. This 
probability is admitted, not only from numerous traditions, 
but becauſe the writer of this account has once or twice 
met with a copper=coloured *worm, or little ſerpent, differing 

I 2 greatly 
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greatly from both the viper and the common ind worm. The 
heads of theſe ſingular reptiles were ſo much bruiſed, in the 
killing of them, that it was impoſlible to diſſect them®*.—Seve. 
ral ſpecies of birds, not formerly known 1n this country, ſeem 
lately to have taken up their abode in it. Amongſt theſe 
are the bullfineb, and. gold-creſted wren.—But though many 
exotic plants grow very well, upon being introduced here, it 
has not been learned, that the wind, the tide, or any ſortui- 
tous cauſe, has increaſed of late the liſt of indigenous vege- 
tables. 


Minerals. The natural productions of Urr pariſh need 
hardly to be mentioned, differing little from thoſe which are 
found generally vbroughont the ſtewartry of Galloway, 
Shell marl there is in abundance ; but that which could be 
dug at the cheapeſt rate being exhayſted, the eaſe of procur- 
ing lime from England renders the marl, which lies deep, of 
little value. Lime-ſtone too there is, but of ſo hard a na- 
ture, that it is not meddled with, the rather as coal cannot 
be had to burn it. For the ſame reaſon, the abundance of 
iron ore remains an uſeleſs gift of nature. The growth of 
wood, more eſpecially of the Scotch fir, the oak, aſh, elm, &c. 
(trees with which the face of this country was once covered), 
is exceedingly rapid : And if the preſent unpopular tax on 
| Coals 
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„Were we 2 to ſtate, as natural curioſities, the great number of large bones, 
of various animals, now extinct even as to ſpecies; the immenſe heads of oxen, 
probably uri; and the horny of deer, larger than any now ſound in Europe, a 
great deal might be wrote, with not much gratification to curioſity. Suffice it 
to ſay, that almoſt every marl pit, or peat moſs, in the pariſh, has at times 
produced bones, heads, &c. ſuch as the above mentioned. 

+ One inſtance may be given of this, inſtead of many, In the year 1766, Mr. 
CorLany of Collieſton planted about 60 acres, of very waſte land, near the 


village of Dalbeaty. Fox theſe 4 years now paſt, Scotch firs, to the value of 
| 150l. 
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coals from Cumberland continues, proprietors will be forced 
to plant in every farm what will afford a reſource as to fuel; 
at leaſt this would be their intereſt, 


Antiquities. —In this pariſh there are few of any importance. 
Several moats and fortified camps are to be met with, both in 
Urr, and in the adjoining part of Buittle. Theſe moats ap- 
pear, however, to be Daniſh or Britiſh works, rather than 
Roman. Tradition itſelf hath. long been filent as to their 
origin, Earthen urns, filled with calcined bones, are fre- 
quently found in this neighbourhood. But the burning dead 
bodies was a cuſtom common to the Romans with the north- 
ern nations. The Moat of Urr is perhaps the largeſt work 
of the kind in Scotland. It ſtands on the aveſt bank of the 
river, about half a mile below Urr church. A ſurvey and 
drawing of this moat would have been here given, had this 
conſiſted with the plan of the work for which this article is 
written, Though the ditches, and the conſtruction of Urr Moat 
in general, are by no means Roman, yet, about 30 years ago, 
ſome outworks remained, ſeemingly erected by that people. 
Theſe outworks adjoining to Urr Moat, and having ſome re- 
ſemblance to the Roman mode of fortifying, were placed up- 
on a riſing ground, where the moat itſelf, (ſteep in other parts), 
is connected with the ſurrounding plain, upon a levis aſcenſus, 
ſuch as thoſe where Cæœſar ſo often awaited or invited the at- 
tacks of the barbarians, obtaining decifive victory from an al- 

moſt 


1501. per annum, have been ſold out of this plantation, for ſupporting the coal 
mines in Cumberland; not to ſpeak of a prodigious number of trees deſtroyed 
by the accidental firing of the heath, in the year 178 1, and a conſiderable num- 
ber ſold to the neighbourhood. For theſe xo years to come, it is computed theſe 
Scotch firs may produce the above annual revenue ; not to mention the deciduous 
woed, which is not yet fit for cutting, 
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moſt imperceptible advantage. Theſe outworks have, within 
theſe 20 years, been obliterated by the plough“. 


' Population, 


More decifive proofs, however, lead us to believe, that the Romans have 
viſited, and perhaps made fome ſtay in this part of Scotland. At Mill of Buit- 
tle, about half a mile weſt from the moat already mentioned, there were found, 
ſeveral years ago, three ſmall filver coins” {/z/ſterce: one of TiBzrVs, one of 
HapRIAx, and one of Commopyus, The two laſt of theſe coins were given, by 
the preſent miniſter of Urr, to Mr. CaxDoxnNEL, an ingenious antiquary of 
Edinburgh. In the eſtate of Mr. MaxwzLt of Munſhes, alſo about a mile 
and a half S. W. of the moat, there were ſound, not long ago, ſeveral legionary 
ſpears, made of a very hard kind of braſs. They were nearly of the ſame mo- 
del with thoſe in the Advocates' Library of Edinburgh; but the labouring peo- 
ple who found them, miſtaking the bard braſs for a more precious metal, theſe 
ancient weapons were moſtly broken ; though I believe ſome of them yet remain 
entire at Munſhes. Upon the whole, it ſeems probable, that the moat of Urr 
may have been in the poſſeſſion of the Romans, though not an erection of theirs, 
I it was a Britiſh town or fort, which the Romans conyerted into one of their 
flativa, there would be in it ſufficient ſpace for accommodating a legion, with 
auxiliaries. More than half a mile to the E. of this ſpot, within the eſtate of 
Redcaſtle, there is a rude block of granite, ſtanding upright, in a plain field: 
about 14 feet of the ſtone a pear above the ſoil, and very probably 5 or 6 
feet are ſunk in the earth; but what perſon, or what eyent this monument of 
Antiquity was meant to commemorate, po mortal pretends to ſay, tradition itſelt 
being ſilent on the ſubjeR. 

If any thing were to be added to the ſmall number of antiquities belonging to 
tis pariſh, we might mention the ruins of ſeveral Roman Catholic chapels, 
ſituated within the ancient domain of the honourable family of HenkIxs; and 
the tomb- ſtones of thoſe who periſhed by military execution, during the infatu- 
ated reign of Charles II. Theſe ſtones have from time to time been kept in re 
pair, by the friends of that cauſe in which the ſufferers periſhed ; and whill 
there was a Pretender to the throne of Britain, each of the above. ſepulchral 
monuments was, to government, as robin as a conſiderable military force in thi 
part of the country p 
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Population. The number of ſouls in Urr, at Whitſunday 
laſt, above 10 years of age, was — — — 997 
And under that period of life, - a — 357 


— — 


S RET. 1354 
The return to Dr. Webſter, in 1755, was, = 2193 


Increaſe, - — T6r 


Though the preſent miniſter of Urr could never diſcover 
any roll, drawn up by his immediate predeceſſor, diſtinctly 
ſpecifying the number of inhabitants in the pariſh, yet he is 
aſſured by the precentor, who did his duty alſo under the for- 
mer incumbent, that about 25 years ago, the whole number 
of people in Urr, of all denominations, hardly amounted to 
goo. This account of matters appears perfectly credible. 
The villages in the pariſh have almoſt all ariſen, within theſe 
laſt 12 years; and the inhabitants of theſe, and of ſundry 
ſmall farms, lately cut off from larger poſſeſſions, being ſub. 
trated from the population of the pariſh, as above ſtated, 
there is hardly a remainder of goo “. It may here be aſked, 
whence the increaſe of population above ſtated has ariſen, 
eſpecially in a diſtri of country where no manufactures are 


eſtabliſhed, 


* Owing to the number of Diſſenters, as well as to the conſiderable extent 
of the parith, it is impoſſible to be particular as to BixTas and DzaTas. In 
a tract of country, 14 miles long by 5 miles broad, or more in ſome places, 
it would be exceedingly inconvenient to bring to church, (eſpecially in winter), 
infants of a few days old. Owing to this, the preſent miniſter has not baptiſed 
ten children in the church during his incumbency (22 years). And very few 
matriages have been ſolemnized in the church during that ſpace. Thus it be- 
comes impoſlible preciſely to fix the annual number of baptiſms and marriages ; 
And to ſay the truth, theſe which are ſolemnized out of the church are but 
careleſsly recorded. As to BukIaLs, no record of them was ever kept. —The 
males are conſiderably more numerous than the females. The want of labourers 

in a wide country, where the proprietors are moſtly or all afluent, the influx og 
liſhmen driven from home by tythes, &c. and the eaſineſs of ſubſiſtence, render 
the acquiſition of male citizens, ſuch as they are; daily and abundant, 
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eſtabliſhed, or at leaſt none that can encourage population to R. 
any perceptible extent? In anſwer to this, it may be obſety. fa. 
ed, that the convenience of fuel ſeems to be oneJgreat cauſe, Wh tu 
why the number of inhabitants rapidly increaſes here, whilſt 
population continues at a ſtand, or rather diminiſhes, in the 
patiſhes adjacent. In moſt parts of Galloway, and eſpecially 
in the flat country, and on the ſea coaſt, the moſſes are either 
entirely worn out, or dug ſo deep, that they ſtand covered with 
water; nor are the proprietors very attentive to the draining 
of ſuch moſſes as are in this ſituation. Goals, indeed, might 
be had from England, at the rate of about 4d. per cwt., in 
the courſe of fair trade; but then a very ill judged tax, on 
coals carried toaftwiſe, precludes this advantage, which equal. ri 
Iy points at the improvement of navigation, manufactures and Ml th 
agriculture. If we add to the duty on coals carried coaſt. cc 
wiſe, as actually paid to government, the inſblence of cuſtom. ed 
houſe officers, and the vexatious manner in which they reduce I fe 
their ĩnſtructions to practice, it may be averred ſafely, that n 
the cwt. of coals, that could be had for 4d. at fartheſt, ſtands I tb 
the conſumer above a /billing. Frequent and continued ap- h. 
plications have been made to government for taking off this <« 
tax, equally pernicious and impolitic. One anſwer, however, le 
has conſtantly been made to all complaints on this ſubject: IM ri 
What tax will you put in place of the duty upon coals carrid 
coaſtwiſe ? or, How do you propoſe to remunerate government 
for the diminution of revenue this occafioned? One can hard- 
ly obviate ſuch a childiſh difficulty, without being ſomewhat 
ruffled. There is not one ſenſible man in Galloway, who will 
or can deny, that if the tax on coals had been ſuppteſſed 10 
years ago, the king would have had 20,000 ſubjects more in 
the maritime part of this country. Now the taxation on 
theſe, making the eſtimate at only 20s. a head, muſt have 
yielded government tep times the tax in queſtion. How the 
intereſt of the cyſform-bonſe might have ood, is another que- 

| | ſtion. 
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ion. Every man (it has been obſerved), who can have a 
family, will have one ; but a fingle difficulty may be as effec- 
tual as 2 hundred. If to what has been already obſerved, 
we add this unqueſtionable truth, that nine tenths of the 
diſeaſes, which aMi& the poorer part of the people, are thoſe 
of debility, and chiefly ariſe from cold, it can hardly be won- 
dered at, that the above tax has been productive of conſiderable 
diſcoatent, and much emigration, 


Villages.—About 14 or 13 years ago, the village of Dal- 
beaty was begun, by Alexander Copland of Kings Grange, and 
George Maxwell of Munſhes, Eſquires, on both fides of a 
rivulet, called Dalbeaty Burn. This village affords one of 
the beſt ſituations, for a cotton or woollen manufacture, that 
could even be wiſhed for. The gentlemen already mention- 
ed feued houſes and gardens at a moderate rate ; and to every 
feuer an allotment was made for perpetuity, in the large 
moſſes, not far from the village. The rapidity with which 
this village has increaſed, and the diſtance from which feuers 
have come, plainly demonſtrate how much the tax, upon 
coals carried coaſtwiſe, prevents population in this, and deubt= 
leſs in other parts of Scotland. In other places of Urr pa- 
riſh, villages are begun, but they advance flowly ; for the 
chief reſource they have, as to fuel, is the remainder of the 
peats that can be ſpared by Meſſrs. Maxwell and Copland, 
after accommodating their own feuers, This reſource muſt 
fail as the village of Dalbeaty enlarges; and already many 
farmers, as well as feuers, in the pariſh, have their peats to 
lead from 3 to 5 miles diſtance. In one word, it is not chi- 
merical to ſuppoſe, that, in 10 years, want of fuel might 
drive a great proportion of the people in this pariſh, to Ame- 
rica, where indeed a great number of families, that emigrated 
from hence, are already ſettled. | 

Vor, XI. „ Employments. 
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Employments.—Though agriculture is the chief object of 
induſtry, yet there are a conſiderable number of people, who 
follow mechanical profeſſions. There are about 20 weavers 
in the pariſh, Other tradeſmen too, ſuch as maſons, joiners, 
ſmiths, ſhoemakers, &c. hold fully as. great a proportion to 
the total population, already ſtated, as could well be expected. 
Enliſtments in the army are very rare; not above 2 or 3 of 
the natives of Urr having diſpoſed of themſelves in the mili- 
tary line for theſe 20 years. At preſent, few characters much 
tainted with idleneſs or diſſipation are to be found here; of 
abſolute profligacy, there is not one Known at preſent. 


Proviſions and Wages. —The prices of grain, beef, mutton, 
and proviſions of all ſorts, are eſtimated in Urr at the rate of 
the Dumfries market.— As the encouragement for labourers, 
in the line of agriculture, is confiderable, manufactures have 
not as yet been much thought of. Though ſome parts of the 
pariſh are well peopled, others are not. Even to this day, 
there is hardly in it one human creature for tex acres of land. 
Much waſte ground, therefore, is yet to be incloſed and 
cultivated. The wages of labourers are high, and they are 
well paid. Day labourers can earn from 1s. to 18. 6d. per 
diem, Men ſervants have from 41. 4s. to 41. 10s. in the halt 
year, and ſome Fl. Women ſervants have from 11, 58. to 
II. 155, and even al. per half year. What is called a cottar, 
or farm ſervant has, by the year, as follows : 


1. 60 buſhels of corn, valued at 20d. per buſhel, - L.s o o 
2. A houſe and yard, at - - — — — x © 0 
3. A cow, kept ſummer and winter, - - 310 © 
4. Three pecks of potatoes, ſet with the maſter's, » 1 10 © 
5. A ſheep at Martinmas, or in hen, a ſwine grazed, = © 10 o 
6. Wages for the year, in money, . - 2 0 o 

4 L.x3 10 © 


Some 
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Some people (but very few) are diſpoſed to give leſs wages, 
and to put up with more indifferent ſervants, than the above 
rates of hire would procure; but ſuch economy ſeldom proves 
advantageous. In a word, there are few counties in Scotland, 
where the labouring poor have leſs cauſe of complaint, than 
in the ſtewartry of Galloway; and it muſt be owned, that 
they are honeſt, happy and contented accordingly. Mechanics 
in general work by the piece; their gains, therefore, in a 
daily ſenſe, cannot be preciſely aſcertained. Tailors, indeed, 
work moſtly by the day: Their wages are 8d., with victuals. 


Mani factures, Cc. Only one manufacture has been hither- 
to eſtabliſhed in Urr. It is that of paper. The neceflary 
machinery and repoſitories were erected at Dalbeaty, on the 
the eſtate of Alexander Copland, Eſq. ſome years ago, This 
work has proſpered abundantly. Indeed it is conducted by 
the proprietor of the paper mill; a perſon ſo prudent, ſo intel- 
ligent, and ſober, that it is believed, few concerns would go 
wrong with him. There is allo a lint mill at Dalbeaty, 
which is well conducted, and has its full ſhare of what buſi- 
neſs the country affords in that branch. This vicinity, how- 
ever, and the weſt of Scotland in general, ſeem by no means 
ſo fit for the growth of flax, as the eaſtern diſtricts are. The 
copious rains that fall in Galloway render it one of the beſt 
counties in Britain, for rearing and feeding cattle. Even when 
unexpected and ſevere droughts happen, (nor is this ſeldom 
the caſe), the. abundance of excellent ſprings make conſider- 
able amends for the hardſhip. But as the heavy rains are a 
diſadvantage in the rearing of flax, the droughts, in a light and 
dry ſoil, are the deſtruction of this commodity. In this pa- 
riſh, therefore, it is not probable the culture of it will increaſe, 
whilſt grain pays the farmer at the preſent rate, The abſurd 
cuſtom of fixing a rate of wages, at which ſervants and other 
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labourers are obliged to work, is never thought of in this 
neighbourhood. People of better condition think of what 
they can afford to execute, and ſervants and labourers are left 
to their own judgment, as to what they will undertake. Thus 
in all things neceſſary, labour and rewatd meet one another 
on equitable terms. 


Health and Longevity.— As the occupations, followed by the 
people, are not prejudicial to the health, ſickneſs is not fre. 
quent, eſpecially of late years; and fince the houſes of the 
tenantry and labourers were built of better materials, and 
rendered more convenient, warm and cleanly, — more parti- 
cularly, fince theſe dwellings were improved, the burials of 
infants have decreaſed in a ſurpriſing proportion. The dif. 
caſes uſyally prevalent are thoſe ariſing from cold, hard la- 
bour, and other debilitating cauſes ; and ſuch diſtempers are 
found to yield readily to ſtrengthening medicines. There is 
one ſurgeon in the pariſh, who practiſes through ſeyeral other 
pariſhes adjacent. Attornies we have none,—As not only 
the labours uſually followed, but the air* and climate, are 
friendly to health, longevity is not uncommon. Within theſe 
15 years, ſeveral perſons have died at the age of 100, or above 
it. One Peter Buchanan died in the village of Dalbeaty, 
about 10 years ago. His age could not be exactly fixed ; but 
this much is certain, that he was above 11 5 years old, He 
was ſurpriſingly healthy and active to the day of his death, 
and died of about half an hour's ſickneſs. There are juſt 
now two or three perſons in Urr aged go, and ſeveral above 
fourſcore. Even at the age of 70, or above it, it is not un- 
uſual to ſee a labourer ſubſiſting himſelf, and earning the 
uſual day's wages: Nor is there a poor perſon in the pariſh, 

who 


* Upon fair experiment, it will be found, that the thermometer ſtands higher 
in this part of Galloway f communibus diebus ), than it does at London. 
3 
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who does not make ſome exertions in the way of induſtry, 
excepting one or two, who are quite ſuperannuated, 


Church, School, and Poor. The miniſter's flipend is 
831. 6s. 8d., with an allowance of 5l. for communion ele- 
ments :—200 merks Scotch (or 111. 25. 27d. Sterling) are 
allotted for ſapporting the pariſh ſchool ; but the large extent 
of the pariſh has occaſioned even this ſmall ſum to be divided. 
There never was any poor's rate in the pariſh. There are 
at preſent 8 or 9 individuals, who receive from the funds 
pf the poor, about a guinea a year, upon an average; and 
what further aid is neceſſary is cheerfully afforded in the 
way of private donation. $0 attentive has this neighbour- 
hood been to matters of this kind, that for theſe 20 years, 
there have not been 3 travelling beggars belonging to Urr ; 
nor did even theſe go beyond the limits of the pariſh, At 
preſent, there is no poor perſon of the travelling deſcription 
amongſt us. 


Religion. — Of the 13 54 perſons, who compoſe the popula- 
tion already ſtated, there are about 30 families of Antiburgher 
Seceders, and 28 families of Roman Catholics. The Seceders 
have had a meeting houſe within the pariſh for theſe 45 years 
paſt, or more; during which time, the Rev. Mr. John Milli- 
gan, a gentleman equally venerable as a miniſter, and reſpect- 
able as a citizen, has performed the paſtoral duty. The 
Catholics attend divine ſervice in a neighbouring pariſh, where 
they have a place of worſhip*. Their clergy have been 

| | always 


* At MuNsREs, in the pariſh of Buittie, in the reign. of CuarLes I. 
Grokge MaxweELL of MuNsSuzs, a gentleman of great worth and probity, 
was the judge ordinary of this county. Though himſelf a Roman Catholic, 
With a liberality little ſuited to the times, and hardly conſiſtent with his own 

fafcty, 
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always perſons of piety, erudition, and irreproachable liver: i: 
Juſtice requires it farther to be ſaid, that the lives and depri. 
portment of the hearers do no diſcredit to the examp- 
and inſtructions of the teachers. The whole amount of the 
Diſſenters in Urr is 270 perſons. The difference of relig. 
ous opinion has never occaſioned much miſunderſtanding 0 
bitterneſs. The eſtabliſhed miniſter has been in uſe to vilt 
(more eſpecially in afflicted families), without diſtinction eire 
and, on ſuch occaſions, to perform the uſual acts of devotioi n 
without reſerve, or fear of giving umbrage, 


Character. With equal truth and ſatisfaQton it is aflerted, 
in the face of the public, that the behaviour of the inhabitant 
of the pariſh of Urr hath been, for ſeveral generations pak 
(and ſtill is) ſober, inoffenſive and dutiful. By ſaying this 
it is not meant to detract from that independence of ſpar 
that freedom of opinion, and that acutenels of judgment por 
which diſtinguiſh the inhabitants of every free country, and 
which afford the beſt ſupport to every reſpectable government 
upon earth. In a quarter where (till of late) religious con- 
troverſies uſed to be agitated with great freedom and warmth, 

! i 
ſafety, he ſaved the lives of ſeveral of thoſe perſecuted people, whom the fur 
of the Epiſcopal clergy, and the time-ſervers of the court would have brought 
to the gallows. To do the inſerior people of this country juſtice, the family d 
Munſhes, has not, ſince the Revolution, been much diſturbed in the exerciſe d 
their religion. Once or twice, it is true, the houſe of Munſhes has been rum 
maged, for books containing rhe doctrines of ANTicaR1sT, and the veſtmer Hlab 
and implements of idolatry. On theſe occaſions, however, we cannot lea, 
that the damage of the family was greater than the Jo's of a Greek Teſtament, 
and of a book called“ The faithful Farrier;“ both of which were burnt on the 
Corbelly Hill, near Dumfries, the uſual Tophet for ſuch captures. The ou-Wf*0! 
landiſh character, and a picture or two, in the Teſtament, left no doubt of ical! 
popery ; as for the other book, its ingenious title was miſ- read“ The faillſ*WMeg, 
« Friar.” There have been greater miſtakes, both in religion and politics. 
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it is not to be ſuppoſed, that the minds of men ſhould be de- 
prived of that acuteneſs, which reſults from ſuch diſquiſitions. 
Ignorance and ſtupidity, however, no more appear to be the 
arents of loyalty than they are of devotion. Though it has 
deen announced in ſome newſpapers, with an air of triumph, 
hat ſeditious writings had never appeared in certain tracts of 
ountry, and it has by ſome perſons been talked of as a lucty 
ircumſtance, that the people in feveral parts of the kingdom 
ould not read works of a feditious tendency, ſomething bet. 
ter (it is hoped), may be ſaid for the inhabitants of this 
eighbouthood. There is not one (it is believed) of the late 
ſeditious publications, that has not found its way 1nto Urr. 
heſe, with ſome of the anſwers (particularly a pamphlet 
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| pail ealled tbe Patriot), were read, weighed, and decided upon. 
z thi The reſult is, that, according to every probability, there is not 
ſpiri man in the pariſh, who would not riſk his life for the ſup- 


port of the King's authority, and the Britiſh conſtitution, as 
eſtabliſhed at the Revolution in 1688. 
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Wants of the Pariſb.— The natural advantages belonging 
o Urr pariſh, and the ſobriety and induſtry of its inhabitants, 
are its ſole reſources. Acquired aids it has but few. The 
military road which paſſes through Urr, (and that in a line fo 
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thy * prepoſterous, that mere Folly could hardly have ſtumbled up- 
= F Won it), is the only benefit for which it ſtands indebted to pub- 
erciſe Allie benevolence. 


en un It bas been obſerved with juſtice, that where the mere 
mc labourer is not encouraged, and enlightened by the man of 
© leuſhetters, human induſtry, and ingenuity too, will be ſtationary. 


[tament, 
EY We may go farther, and affirm they will be retrograde. Ig- 


"he ol, norance as naturally propagates ignorance, and far more 
ot of ivWealily, than knowledge does knowledge. In an extent of 
falle eauntry, ſo large as that comprehended in the pariſh of Urt, 
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more ſchools than one would be neceſſary. The ſalary of ti 
preſent ſchoolmaſter is 200 merks Scotch; and, from thi; 
pittance, 31. Sterling is abſtracted, for the hire of a perſon 
to keep a ſchool in the mooriſh part of the pariſh. For ſuch 
an encouragement, it is not to be expected that teachers of very 
reſpeQable qualifications can be found. It is the cry of many 
affluent people, however, The moſt indifferent ſchoolmaſter 
* can teach a young perſon to read, and to ſubſcribe his name. 
«© This is education ſufficient. Why ſhould we make our 
< tenants and cotters better men than their fathers ?” To 
mention no other abſurdity contained in this argument, ſeve. 
ral gentlemen, holding this language, ſeem little to be aware, 
how far they expoſe their own families to the recolleQion of 
the world. As to ignorance of biftory, it may well be ex: 
cuſed, when people do not remember their own grandfathers, 
As to thoſe alſo who think that ability deſcends by entail, or 
is ſecured by feudal title, it could be wiſhed their opinions 
were more frequently juſtified by their conduct. The je 
louſy, which the more powerful and affluent part of ſociety 
have ſhewn, for ſome time paſt, with reſpe& to the extenſion 
of knowledge, might profitably be contraſted with the con 
duct of Scotland, for at leaſt an age after the Reformation, 
Ik inattention to the wants of the public, in reſpe& of reli 
gious, moral, and even uſeful inſtruction, much longer pre. 
vails ; if contempt and harſhneſs towards thoſe moſt opprefſled, 
and moſt deſerving citizens, called pariſh ſchool-maſters, . 
mains unabated, people, who have moſt to loſe, have greatel 
reaſon to dread the conſequences. Nil veri, nil ſancti, null 
deorum metus, nulla religio, may ſoon be the character of any 
man, or any number of men; but, of this deſcription, t 
read but of few, in the courſe of 3000 years, who have given 
cauſe for the doubt, neſcio mirabilior fuit adverſis quan + 
cundts rebus. 
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is ſuppoſed to devolve upon the clergy. 
happen, when a foundation is not laid for their labours ? Fre- 
quently it is obſerved, that the clergy of the preſent day are 
nowiſe ſo popular as their predeceſſors. 
made an argument, for the contempt and depreſſion, under which 
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It is true, a great part of religious and moral inſtruction, 
But how can this 


And this hath been 


they have laboured of late years. The fact, however, ſhould 
be duly weighed. Of late years, the courts of law, and the 


landed intereſt, have entirely ſuperſeded the clergy, in the ma- 


nagement of pariſh ſchools. Heritors will not ſo much as allow 
a miniſter, to vote in the choice of a ſchoolmaſter. They 
will chooſe him from year to year; they will pull into frag- 
ments a ſalary of ten pounds; and the pariſh miniſter is nei- 
ther able to diſpute ſuch proceedings in a law court, nor is it 
believed, that he would be well heard, if diſpoſed to aik re- 
dreſs. The conſequence is, that a pariſh ſchool is now a mo- 
mentary, or at leaſt a temporary. employment, for ſome ne- 
ceſſitous perſon of ability; or a perpetual employment for 
ſome languid inſignificant mortal, hardly deſerving the ſhelter 
of a charity work-houſe. Let us contraſt with this ſtate- 
ment, the character of ſchoolmaſters in Scotland, for a hundred 
years after the Reformation; let us remember, too, the cha- 
racter which the inhabitants of Scotland maintained, and the 
figure they made among foreign nations, during that, and 
even ſubſequent periods ; let us advert to the laws of the ſtate 
and of the church, reſpecting the proviſion made for ſchool- 
maſters, and the qualifications expected in them; let us re- 
colle& too the periods when theſe laws were framed, and the 
men who framed them. Things are now changed. If a 
clergyman catechiſes his pariſh on religion, he finds they can- 
not read the Bible: If he ſpeaks of morality, they anſwer 
him with a ſtare. Learning and literature are out of the que- 


lion, At this rate, in order to be popular, the parſon find 
Vol. XI. L It 


* 
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it indiſpenſible to propagate a dangerous enthuſiaſm, or to de. 
clare himſelf retainer to a contemptible ſuperſtition. 

In his moſt rational efforts alſo, to do good, the pariſh mi. 
niſter finds himſelf under one great, one inſuperable difficulty, 
Whilſt almoſt deprived of the aid, and of the influence of the 
ſchoolmaſter, the clergyman finds the ſame pains, the ſam: 
care, the ſame attendance expected, from every family, fron 
every individual in the pariſh, that were uſual a century ago, 
Nevertheleſs, the population of the pariſh is perhaps tripled, 
the ſtipend is the ſame, and the keeping an aſſiſtant is im. 
poſſible. All this while, the Diſſenters, of every denomina. 
tion, are not idle. They are not only eſtabliſhing, but multi. 
plying ſchools of their own, and clergymen of their own : And, 
if public diſcontent and party ſpirit are permitted, nay pro- 
voked, to effectuate theſe labours, which might be expetted 
from the candour, the juſtice, the benevolence of a nation, 
how can it be otherwiſe, than that matters ſhould haſten to 
revolution? It has often been obſerved, that a religious eſta 
bliſhment can only be diſpenſed with in a republic, zf there 
Thoſe in power, however, are no doubt beſt judges, how far 
the expence of the church is an object, when the preſent forn 
of government is kept in view ; in which expence, undoubted- 
Ly, the eſtabliſhment of proper ſchools ought to be included“ 


NUN. 


* Theſe obſervations are offered to the attention of all concerned, by a clergy: 
man, who never was a ECH0OLMASTER bimſelf; nor was there ever one choſe? 
in his pariſh fance he was incumbent. 
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NUMBER V. 


PARISH OF PRESTON-KIRK. 


(County of Haddington—Preſbytery of Dunbar —Synod of 
| Lothian and Tweeddale. 


By the Rev. Mr. Daxizt M*Quzen, Minifter. 


8 Name, Situation and Extent. 


HE pariſh of PrxEsToON-KIRK (formerly called Prefon- 
haugh), lies nearly in the centre of the fertile county 
of Eaſt Lothian, extending about 4 miles from W. to E., 
on the line of the great road to England, by Berwick ; and, at 
its greateſt {[breadth, about 7 miles from N. to S. The pariſh 
church, which is pleaſantly ſituated on a ſmall eminence, cloſe 


by the river Tyne, is equally diſtant from Haddington and 
Dunbar. 


Surface, Soil, River and Fiſh. —The ſurface of the ground 
is agreeably varied; and, were it more generally clothed with 
Planting, would afford as beautiful views as any part of 
the county, But the richneſs of the ſoil, and the ſuperior 
profits derived from tillage, prevent this from being the 
caſe. The river Tyne, which takes its riſe about 10 miles 
above Haddington, winds through the middle of the pariſh, 
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and empties itſelf into the ſea, about 3 miles E. of the church, 
on a flat ſandy beach, On each fide of the river, the fields 
in the weſtern diſtri of the pariſh, ſlope gradually towards its 
channel; but at the village of Linton, a little way above the 
church, the ſtream, after falling over ſome broken rocks, a 
conſiderable height, runs chiefly through a flat fertile haugh, 
till it reaches the ſea, In this lower part of the river, conf. 
derable quantities of ſalmon are caught, and excellent trouts 
through the whole run ; but it is thought the numbers of the 
former, would be much increaſed, were the rocks that in- 
terrupt the channel at Linton Bridge, blown, ſo as to afford: 
paſſage for them to get up more freely, and to ſpawn. 


Hill.—The only confiderable hill in the pariſh is Trapran: 
Law, formerly called Dun-pender (two Gaelic words ſignifying 
Steep Hill, an appellation to which, from its appearance, 
eſpecially on the ſouth fide, it is well entitled. Its height i 
about 700 feet above the level of the ſea; and it forms one 
of the moſt conſpicuous objects to mariners, after entering the 
mouth ot the Frith of Forth, F rom the top of it may be 
ſeen part of 13 counties. 


Population. —The e as returned to Dr. Weber 


in 1755, was — — - ES OW 131 
The preſent number, (in 1793), of males 

| grown up, is — 397 
— — — of females grown up“, 354 
wa — ͤ P— of children under 100 425 

In all, 237956 1156 

Decreaſe, — 3 143 

ne | Produce 


There is one uncommon inſtance of longevity at preſent in the pol 
4 > Woman, 2 at ** Mill, aged WT 
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Produce.—The pariſh contains nearly 5000 acres. Of theſe, 


in the year 1792, there were, 


Acres. 
In wheat, - - — 700 
— barley, - — — 350 
— oats, - - - - 752 
— peaſe and beans, - - 400 
— potatoes and turnips, — 180 
— clover, — — - 280 
— paſture graſs, - <- = 1860 
— fallow, - - - 479 
In all, - 4990 
The valued rent, in chalders, is - - -. — 60 
The real rent 1s computed at - - L. 4700 


State of Agriculture. — Agriculture is in general proſecuted 
in this pariſh, with as much diligence and ſucceſs, as in any 
part of the iſland“.—Drilled crops of turnips and beans are 
cultivated to a very conſiderable extent. The turnips are eat 
off the ground, in the courſe of winter and ſpring, by ſheep 
bought in for the purpoſe. The ſheep are confined within a 
certain part of the field, by a moyeable fence, which is ſhifted 
ſucceſſively, until the whole cropis conſumed. This practice has 
been found ſo profitable (particularly laſt year), as to clear at 
the rate of 41. on the ſcore of ſheep. The ground, thus ma- 
naged, being clean, and in excellent condition, is very com- 
monly ſown with wheat in ſpring. The general taſte for agri- 

culture 


* Itis a fact, ai, tothe honour of this pariſh, that it ſet the 
firl example of fallowing ground, in this part of the iſland, now ſo generally a- 
dopted. In the beginning of this century, John Walker, tenant in Beanſton, by 
the advice of ſome gentlemen from England, fallowed about 6 acres of land; 
and finding the experiment anſwer his expectation, he was led to extend it, the 
year following, to upwards of 20 acres. His neighbours, obſerving the ſucceſs of 
the practice, grodually followed him in it, until at length it became univerſally 
Foros, 


/ 
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culture which prevails in this pariſh, and the abundant employ. vo 
ment which it affords to perſons of all ages, are circumſtance, wh! 
unfavourable to the eſtabliſhment, or extenſive progres of any Wh con 
branch of manufaQure. | of ! 


Antiquities—A. place of religious worſhip, it would appear, ( 
has ſubſiſted on the ſame ſpot where the church now ſtands, riſt 
as far back as a thouſand years, It is mentioned, in the Saxon ref 
Annals, under the name of Eccleſia Sanchi Baldridi, the ¶ ſav 
tutelar ſaint of the place: And that record bears, that the WW 
Saxons, having made an irruption into Eaſt Lothian, in the Wh << 
eight century, burnt Eccleflam Sancti Baldridi, et adjacenten 
vicum de Tyningham, a ſmall village, about a mile eaſtward | 
of this place. It is a fact ſomewhat curious, that upon 17 
taking down the old church, 23 years ago, the oak beams Wt ©” 
bore on them, in ſeveral places, evident marks of fire; ſo that 31 
it is probable, they had belonged to the ancient fabric, and con- 
ſequently muſt have ſtood there nearly 1000 years. Some 
places, adjoining to the church, ſtill bear the the name of the 
ancient tutelar ſaint; as Baldrid*s Well, and Baldrid®s HM bill, 
a pool or eddy in the river. The chancel, at the eaſt end of 
the old church, ſtill remains, and is the burial place of the 
family of Smeaton. Under the head of the antiquities of the 
pariſh, may alſo be mentioned Haile, Caſtle, which bears the 
marks of having been once a large building, and a place of 
ſtrength. It lands cloſe upon the banks of the Tyne, about 
two miles above Linton, and was in former times the ſeat of 
the Earl of BoTHWELL, ſo well known in hiſtory, for his dai- 
ing and flagitious enterpriſe in carrying off the unfortunate 
Mary. It now belongs to Miſs Dalrymple, patroneſs of the 
pariſh, eldeſt daughter of the lately deceaſed Sir Davin Dai- 
RYMPLE of HAILES—a vencrable name—which will convey to 
this, and to ſucceedin g ages, the rare memorial of talents which 

would 


* 
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log. would have beamed through indolence itſelf; of induflry, 
which might have overtaken even the career of genius; both 
conſecrated, by the energy of the pureſt principles, to the glory 
of his Maker, and the good of his fellow creatures. 


Civil State. There are 6 conſiderable heritors in this pa- 


- riſm; x of whom only, (Mr. Buchan Hepburn of Smeaton), 

1x00 WM refides*. This non-refidence of the proprietors, is an un- 
the favourable circumſtance to the poor's funds, in reſpe& to the 
the collections at the church; 20l. annually of aſſeſſment being 

the neceſſary to ſupply the deficiency. 

ntem 

ward Eccleſiaſtical State. The preſent church was built in the year 

apon 1770. The manſe is old, and in bad repair. The ſtipend, ac- 

eam; WW cording to an augmentation lately granted, conſiſts of 8 chalders 
that 3 bolls of victual, and 461. 1 58. 5d. of money, with a glebe 

con. of 7 acres. 

Some 

F the Manners of the People. The uniform, unremitting, but 

Vill, healthy labours of agriculture, which occupy the great ma- 

id of bority of the inhabitants of this pariſh, are probably favour- 

the able both to their morals and happineſs. They arc, in general, 

f the induſtrious and contented with their lot. Poſſeſſing, as they 

« the do, the bleſſings of liberty, protection, and equal laws, with 

de of WI means of providing, for themſelves and families, the neceſ- 

bout Wl fries, and, to a certain degree, even the comforts of life, he 

it of would not be their friend, who would ſeek to agitate their 
da- ninds with ſpeculative ſources of diſcontent. 

inate 

- the The 

JAL- 

-y to *SMEATown Housx, the reſidence of this gentleman, has been lately rebuilt, 

hich on an elegant and extenſive plan; and, by its commanding ſituation, forms a 


great ornament of this part of the country. 
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The advocates for political reform, conſider themſelves, ng 
doubt, to be engaged in a good cauſe. But without calling 
their motives in queſtion, it may be allowed to thoſe; who 
have a deep intereſt in the quiet of their country and neigh. 
bourhood, to deprecate the e which their zeal in it may 
produce. Such an intereſt every clergyman has, both as x 
citizen, and as a paſtor. Amidſt the keenneſs of political aſ. 
ſociations, among men little qualified, either to diſcern with 
preciſion, or to proſecute by proper meaſures, the object at 
which they aim, there is danger that the voice of religion may 
be diſregarded, that the reſpe& to exiſting laws may decay, 
that the amity of neighbours may be interrupted, and that 
the quiet docile character of the people may be ill exchanged, 
for a ſpirit of diſcontent, jealouſy, and pertinacious wrang- 
ling. 


NUMBER 


BER 
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NUMBER VI. 


PARISH OF ECCLESGREIG, alias ST. CYRUS. 


(County of Kincardine—Preſbytery of Fordoun—Synod of 
Angus and Mearns.) 


By the Rev. Mr. Wi.LIaM WALKER. 


Origin of the Names. 

CCLESGREIG is evidently a name of Latin origin, 

and an abbreviation of Eccleſia Gregor, the church 
of Gregory. It perhaps obtained this name from St. Gregory 
the Great, biſhop of Rome, or from ſome later pope of that 
name, ta whom it might have been dedicated ; or more pro- 
bably from St. Gregory, one of the firſt miſſionaries from 
Rome to this country, There is little probability that the 
other name, St. Cyrus, was derived from Cyrus, the Mono- 
thelite, biſhop, firſt of Phaſis, and afterwards of Alexandria, 
unleſs the new converts here favoured his doctrine. It is 
more probable that there was a St. Cyrus reſident here, either 
2 miſſionary, or a native; becauſe there is a ſpring of ſalubri- 
ous water in the pariſh, called St. Cyrus's Well, and a ſmall 
portion of adjacent ground, called St. Cyrus's Ward. From 
bim it derives its modern and familiar name ; but in formal 

Vor. XI. M writing 
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writings, in civil and eccleſiaſtical records, Eccleſgreig is the 
name generally uſed. 


Situation and Extent. —The pariſh of Eecleſgreig or St. Cyru 
is ſituated in the ſouthern extremity of the county of Kincardine, 
It lies in 58 45” N. lat., and 29 10' W. long. from London, 
The high road, from Montroſe to Aberdeen, runs through 
the pariſh, from the zd to a little beyond the Sth mil: 
ftone from Montroſe, It is 5 miles long from E. to W., and; 
miles broad from N. to S.; and, being nearly of a rectangulat 
form, its whole ſurface may be reckoned to contain 15 ſquare 
miles. 


Surface, c. The ſurface of this pariſh cannot be ſaid to be 
une ven upon the whole, although it admits of ſome gentle 
declivities, and gradual riſings, is interſected by a few dens 
and rivulets, and riſes into ſeveral eminences and little hills, 
It is curious to remark with what interrupted elevation the 
land riſes, from the bay of St. Cyrus to the Grampian Hill. 
It riies high, bold, and rocky, with a ſudden elevation above 
the coaſt. It then ſubiides a little, or continues nearly on the 
level for a quarter of a mile towards the north. It afterwards 
riſes gradually, into ſeveral little hills or eminences, a mile fu. 
ther north. It lowers again on the northern confines of the 
pariſh ; and riſes ſtill higher in the more extended chain d 
the hills of Garvock. It finks almoſt as low as the level ol 
the ſea in the w, or hollow lands of the Mearns ; and riſe: 
in ſublime heighth, and extended grandeur, in the Grampian 
Mountains. More than three fourths of the whole ſurtace 
are arable, The hills of Bridgeton and Woodſton are plant 
ed. The eminences of Bidderee and Craigie are already ar 
able; and the hill of Morphy is moſtly capable of being made 


ſo. The muirs of Canterland, Murihead and Craigie, on dhe 
N. W. 
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; the Bl N. W. boundaries of the pariſh, being leſs expoſed to the ſea 
than other uncultivated places, might be planted, with profit 
to the proprietor and advantage to the public. For wood is 
a ſcarce article on this coaſt, and does not thrire when much 
expoſed to the ſea breezes. The general inclination of the 
ground is towards the 8. and S. E. Some farms indeed are 
expoſed to the 8. W. ſun, and decline to the river North Efk. 
The whole lies well under the benign influence of the ſun; 
yet the crops come not ſoon to maturity. The time of reap- 
ing ſeldom begins before the middle of September; and harveſt- 
work is often not finiſhed by the end of October. This may 
be accounted for, from the wetneſs and ſtiffneſs of the ſoil, 
and the coldneſs of the climate. 


to be 
entle Soil.The ſoil of the pariſh, in general, is deep clay. In 
ſome places, the clay is mixed with a little ſand; and in 


others, through long cultivation, and frequent application of 


dens 


hills, 


n the manures, a black loamy earth, from 15 to 18 inches deep, is 
Hills. ſuperinduced above the {tiff clay. The ſoil ſoon becomes wet 
abort after rain, and unfit for tillage ; but it alſo ſoon hecomes dry 
In the BY again, and fit for any improvement. Its wetneſs is not ſo 
ward much owing to natural ſprings of water, as to the rain water; 
ie far · I which being prevented from ſinking to any conſiderable depth, 


f the by the reſiſtance of ſtrong ſtiff clay, floats at or near the ſur- 
ain of Wi face, till it is exhaled by the ſun, or dried up by the wind. 
vel o This accounts at once ſor the oppoſite imprefſions ſo ſoon made 
1 riſes upon it by rain, or fair weather. The general depth of the 
m plan I rain water, which annually falls on this part of the coaſt, has 
ur face been computed to be from 24 to 28 inches. This computa- 
plant- WF tion is thought to be nearly accurate; but the rain that fell 
dy ar. laſt year, (1992) far exceeds it. Such an immenſe quantity of 
male BY rain, ia one year, is not in the remembrance of the oldeſt man 
on tne I n the pariſh. 

J. W. M2 Climate. 
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Climate.—The climate is ſharp and cold for the greateſt par 
of the year. But this may be accounted for, from its ſudden 
elevation above the ſea, its expoſure to the caltern blaſt, its 
general want of planting, and its vicinity to the cold, ſnow. 
covered hills of the north. It is however a healthy climate, 
as appears from the common longevity and healthmeſs of the 
inhabitants, and from their general exemptioa from agues, 
and other chronic diſeaſes. The ſharpeſt winds are from the 
E., the coldeſt from the N. E. and N., and the war meſt 
breezes, as well as the fineſt weather, from the W. The 
ſouth wind 1s, for the moſt part, either accompanted with or 
followed by rain. 


River and Bridge. The North Eſk, which ſeparates this 
pariſh from Montroſe and Logie, is ſometimes conſiderably 
ſwelled by rain and melting ſnow. The common pallage 
through it to Montroſe, about 20 years ago, was by a ferry 
boat and a dangerous ford, till a bridge was built over it, by 
ſubſcription, for 65001. Of that ſum his Majeſty was pleaſed 
to give 700l., to encourage an undertaking ſo uſeſul, 


Salmon Fiſhing.—In, the ſpace of about 2 miles from the 
mouth of this river, the proprietors of the ſalmon fiſhing, 
in this pariſh, draw a free rent of upwards of 800l. yearly“. 
Between 30 and 50 men, including overſeers, bring in all this 
profit to the proprietors, befides what they make for their 
employers, and their own wages and maintenance. This too 


happens 


* Kinnabar, being in the pariſh of Montroſe, is not included in this eſti 
mate, though the rent, drawn from the ſalmon fiſhing upon it, may amount to 
200l. a year. The author of this article is not ſo well acquainted with the 
ſtate and profits of the ſalmon fiſhing farther up the river; but ſuppoſes it wil 
not exceed gol. yearly, as far as the pariſh extends, in conjunction with that of 
Logie. 
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appens between the terms of Candlemas and Michaelmas, 
chich are fixed for the commencement and ending of our 
mon fiſhing. Seldom are the ſame number of hands ſo 
xrofitably employed! Perhaps it might be mere for the be- 
efit of the fiſhing, both to begin and leave it off a month 
doner. Continuing to fiſh to the end of September, comes 
oo near the ſpawning ſeaſon; and if ſo, muſt firike at the 


| the Nource of the increaſe of the fiſh ; but to begin /coner than 
meſt Nebruary, when the weather would permit, could do no in- 
The Whury. Fourteen boats are employed in the ſalmon fiſhing 
h or Wuring the ſummer months, but leldom half that num- 
her are needed in the ſpring and autumn. The Kippers, 

r men who have the charge of the boats, and give di- 

this Nections when to draw the net, have for their wages, dur- 

ably ing the fiſhing ſeaſon, 61., with 4 bolls of oatmeal, and 75. for 
Lage NHp-mone y, or drink to their meals. When they have only 
erry Cl., with the ſame allowance for victuals, they receive the 
, by ouceur of one halfpenny for each ſalmon they take. This 
-aſed {Wives them an intereſt in the ſucceſs of the fiſhing, which 
akes them exert themſelves, and muſt be an advantage to 

heir employers. They are alſo with propriety called /ight- 

the Nen; becauſe, from habit and attention, they become wonder- 
ing, ally quick-fighted in diſcerning the motion and approach of 
1y*, Nie or more ſalmon, under the water, even when ruffled by 
this he wind, and deepened by the flowing tide. The ropemen, 

heir heir aſſiſtants, who draw the net, have 3s. gd. per week, 
too "th two pecks of meal for wages and maintenance. Of late, 
pens NPery few of the ſalmon caught in this river have been told 
Por exportation. Indeed there has been no occaſion; for the 
N ih being preſerved freſh in ice, or boiled in a proper prepara- 
+ the ion of vinegar and ſalt, and fent by ſea to London, meet with 


ready market. 
Beſides 
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times get in below the net, and ſometimes leap over it, ſein 
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Beſides ſalmon and grilſes, ſea-trouts, finnacks, ſeds, aui chei 
herrings are ſometimes taken in the mouth of the river by the 
ſalmon fiſhers; but it cannot be their principal object to tak 
them; and indeed the quantities taken are inconſiderable. The 
ſeals are the greateſt enemies of our ſalmon fiſhing. Then 
watch the mouth of the river, purſue the ſalmon as they gouy 
with the flowing tide, and devour many of them. Nay, 
when the fiſhermen are hauling their nets aſhore, they ſome: 


their prey, and inſtantly make off with it; not without injur. 
ing the net, if it obſtructs their paſſage. In ſummer 1791, 
the fiſhermen, in order to deſtroy theſe enemies and rivals, fa 
bricated a ſtrong net, of ſufficient length to reach acroſs the 
Tiver at high water, and deep enough to deſcend from the toy 
to the bottom of it, where it was firmly faſtened with hug 
ſtones, and other heavy materials. When they ſaw that the 
ſeal had got up the river, above the net, which was lowerel 
for the purpoſe, they went into their boats, with pikes and 
firelocks, raiſed the net above the ſurface of the water, and 
took their ſtations below it, to prevent the ſeal from leaping 
over into the ſea. Several gentlemen, farmers, and other 
watched his motions from the ſhore, and fired at him as often 
as he ventured his head above the water. As it fell into its 
natural channel, by the ebbing of the tide, the ſeal was oftne 
ſeen, and of courſe oftener fired at. At length, he was ſure 
to receive a mortal wound, and tinged the river with his blood. 
The incumbent ſaw three of them killed in this manner, The 
effect has been beneficial to the filhing ; for more than twice 
the quantity of ſalmon were taken the enſuing ſeaſon. 


Dent and Rivulets.—It is only near the ſea, on a high coal, 
that dens exiſt, They are very diſtin& from glens, which are 
valleys between hills. Theſe you can eafily ſurvey, in a 

5 their 
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their grandeur, from the ſummit of the hill, on either ſide. 
But you cannot judge, from the appearance of the adjacent 
grounds, which are highly cultivated, and rife not above the 
jevel of the ſurrounding fields, that there are any ſuch objects 


They ſas dens, till you come cleſe upon them; and the illuſion 
go ufheightens greatly the pleaſure of the ſpectator. Dens fink 
Nay, Wuddenly from the common level of the country, and ſeem to 
ome-ſowe their origin to ſome ſmall rivulet or ſtream ; which, iſſu- 


ng from ſprings on the higher lands, and meeting with ſoft 


njur {Wpmaterials in its way, has waſhed all theſe away, in the courſe 
r 791, of ages, till it found the hard bottom, and met with ſuch re- 
s, fa Wiſtance, as occaſioned its ſudden, and almoſt perpendicular 


all in ſome places, which has formed two fine caſcades in 


e top his pariſn.— The dens here are 5 in number: Den Fenel, the 
hug Den of Laurigſton, the Burn or Den of Mood ſton, the Den of 
at the Morphy, and Den Side. The 3 firſt run in a direction from 
were N. to S., and the 2 laſt from E. to W. The rivulets which 


ave formed the former, run into the German ſea; thoſe 
hich have formed the latter run into the North EK. Den 
enel is an abbre vation of Fenella's Den“. 


Caſcades.— Over this den, at the diſtance of 7 miles from 


ito its Montroſe, there is a bridge of one arch, reſting on a rock on 
oftner ach fide, along which goes the great poſt road, from Mon- 
s ſut roſe to Aberdeen. A little below the bridge, where the den 


blood, 
The 


twice 


grows more narrow, the cliffs are very ſteep and rugged, and 
boldly 


This FeNELLA was the daughter of the Bari of Ax cus, a powerful no- 
dleman in thoſe days. There is a tradition in the pariſh, and it agrees to the 
count given by Jouanxes Major, who wrote the Antiquities of the Mearnt, 
at, after the cruel and baſe murder of KzxxeTu III., to which Fenella was 
altigated by the loſs of her ſon, ſhe fled from her caſtle of Kincardine, to this 


len; but, being purſued and overtaken in it, ſuffered the puniſhment due to her 
reachery, 
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boldly project, ſo as to form a very pictureſque and intereſtin 
view, which cannot fail to delight the eye of the traveller, e 
fix him a while on the ſpot. About 500 yards, below the bridę en 
there is a fine caſcade, which is not perceived till you com 
cloſe upon it. This body of water falls from a height of abon 
63 feet perpendicular; and when the rivulet is ſwelled into; 
river, or increaſed by rain beyond its nſual channel, the be. 
holder is truck with aſtoniſhment at the grandeur of the 
of the ſcene. The water, before it precipitates, holds it 
courſe 45 feet below the ſurface of the adjoining fields. The 
burn of Woodſton, which forms alſo a ſmall den near it 
mouth, falls in a broken hypothenuſal line, of about 7 5 fee 
into the German ocean. Though this fall, deſerves a plac 
among the natural beauties of the pariſh, and is one of the 
fineſt objects that meets the eye of the traveller eaſt fron 
Montroſe, yet that of Den Fenel far ſurpaſſes it in awfulWarr 
grandeur, and ftriking ſublimity. The rivulets, in ſome « 
theſe dens, have contributed as much to profit as to pleaſure on 
by ſupplying water to ſome of the corn mills of the parih no 
The dens themſelves afford, in general, excellent and wel 
ſheltered paſture. | en 


18 


Roads, Sc. — Vet, after all the pleaſure and the profit 
ariſing from theſe dens, they have their inconveniences : Thee 
render the formation of high roads a work of great diſſicul 
and expence. So late even as 35 years ago, to travel frot 
Montroſe to Bervie, (which is only 13 miles), in a carriage 
was a dangerous journey. There was a rough, and often & dir 
unſafe ford, to paſs through the North Eſk ; then a ſteep ee 
ter-worn path to climb up to the common level of St. Cy 
parilh ; and then 3 dens to paſs, without bridges, by narro 
and winding paths down their ſteep ſides, without one foot d 
made road all the way. Now, indeed, theſe inconvenien 
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eſting 
r, and 
ridge 
come 


in a great meaſure remedied, by the bridges thrown over 
e North Eſk and Den Fenel, the Burn of Woodſton, and the 
Jen of Laurieſton ; and it is with pleaſure that the author of 
is narrative is informed, that government have lately granted 
ool. to heighten the Bridge of Laurieſton, which is now the 
zoſt difficult paſs in this pariſh, Yet, after all, the gentle- 
en of the county have it in their contemplation, to alter 
he line of road greatly for the better; and to introduce turn- 


abont 
into: 
ne be. 
the 


ds i ikes, which are evidently for the public good, as well as for 
Tie kat of the county, when the expence of forming and keep- 
ar ig them up anſwers. 
5 feet | 
; pla Minerals. Upon the farm of Eaſt Mathers, there is a very 
of tigWaluable lime-ſtone quarry. This farm is rented from the 
t fron iſcount of Arbuthnot, by George Carnegie, Eſq. of Pit- 
awſuWarrow, who took it for the purpoſe of working the quarry, 
me e a greater extent and more advantage, than could have been 
a ſure None by a common farmer. Only an inconfiderable quantity, 
parilkWnoſtly for building and plaſtering, for which purpoſes it is 
ve referred to any other in the country, was ſold by the former 


enant. Indeed, he had neither money nor genius to carry 
dn the work to any great extent; nor were the benefits of 
ting lime, as an agricultural manure, ſo well known, as to 
decaſion a great demand for it. The lime rock begins on the 
hore about flood mark, and the poſt is now from 12 to 14 
eet deep. When firſt diſcovered and worked, it lay very 
near the ſurface ; but it dips in ſo great a declivity, in a S. W. 
lireQtion, that there is now 2 5 feet of earth, and brittle 
red rock, above it. And as there is no level to carry off the 
water, it is drawn off by a pump, worked by two horſes, at 
great expence. 

The coals, for burning the lime-ſtone, are brought from the 
Frith of Forth, and landed in a ſmall creek near the works, 

Vor. XI. N which 


profit 


98 Statiſtical Account 


which Mr, Carnegie has enlarged into a tolerable harbour f. 
ſmall veſiels. They are ſubje& to the tax on water-born cou 
ſo much felt and complained of over a great part of Scotlan 
but from which, we obſerve with pleaſure, there is now 
near proſpect of being relieved ; ſeeing his Majeſty's miniſtei qu: 
have recommended it to the conſideration of the legiſlatu duc 
and are themſelves the promoters of its repeal. Culm i lim 
moſtly uſed by Mr, Carnegie for the burning of his lime; 
but the ſtone is ſo hard, and the demand at one ſeaſon of tie 
year fo great, that it will not anſwer without a mixture d 
great coal. The increaſing expence of removing the ſuper. 
{ſtrata of earth and rock, and of pumpiag out the water, to qu: 
gether with the riſe on the rates of labour and wages, hay che 
obliged him to raiſe the price of the boll of ſhells, by degree ear 
from 18d. to 224. per boll, during a period of 24 years, The 
boll contains 2 barrels, and the barrel 44 pints, Scotch me 
ſure. It is the ſame with the wheat meaſure of this country, 
a boll of which is 88 pints. The quantity fold (communilu 
anns) is 20,000 bolls. It is almoſt entirely uſed in agricul 
ture; and the demand is greater than can be ſupphed. Iu 
carried to the diſtance of 12 mules, by ſteep, rough roads 
over the Hill of Garvock, into the How of the Mearns, (pan 
of the valley of Strathmore); and is found to anſwer all the 
expence a confiderable way up the ſides of the Grampian 
With the thin ſbarp ſoil of theſe barren heath-covered muin 
it agrees remarkably well; and it is pleaſing to ſee ſom 
parts of them annually converted into crops of corn and d 
graſs, by the operation of this valuable manure. The carriag 
to the greateſt diſtance mentioned, is 18. per boll. The caſt 
load is from 3+ to 4 bolls. | 

The ſtone is of a blue colour, veined with white; and it 
ſuppoſed, that, if poliſhed, it would be a beautiful gf] 
marble, It is very hard, and takes a great quantity of gui 


pow(de! 
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powder to force it from its ſubterraneous bed. It is of an ex- 
eellent quality. The beſt proof of this is, that, for maſon 
work, it requires a third part more fand than 1s uſually given. 
If that ſpirituous liquor be allowed to be of the {trongeſt 
quality, which requires the greateſt quantity of water to re- 
dace it, by the ſame analogy it may be admitted, that the 
lime is of a ſuperior quality, which requires the greateſt quantity 
of ſand to reduce it to proper mortar for building. Every 
boll of this lime requires a cart load of pure ſea ſand, to pre- 
pare it for the uſe of the maſon. Upon the fame farm, to the 
weſtward, there is another ſtratum of lime- ſtone, of equal 
quality, and much the ſame depth, in a high bank, cloſe to 
the ſea, It being impoſſible to remove the ſtrata of rock and 
earth above it, Mr. Carnegie began lately to work it by 
mining, having brought an expert miner from Eaſt Lothian 
for the purpoſe, who teaches aſſiſtants for himſelf. The ex- 
periment has been attended with ſucceſs, and a great quantity 
of lime-ſtone has been forced out, by the irreſiſtible ſtrength of 
ricu- gunpowder. The maſſy pillars, which are left to ſupport 
the incumbent hill, and which are open to view, will through 


road time produce a ſtriking effect on the eye. This quarry dips, 
in a direction from the ſea, more rapidly than the other; but 

11 chef it is not yet incommoded with water. 

pian I At MIL rox, the lime-ſtone quarry, which conſiſted of bare 


muin Wi rocks within flood mark, is moſtly wrought out. Charles 
ſom Scott, Eſq. of Criggie, has lately opened a new one, 
which, it is hoped, will be uſeful to the country, and profitable 
rriage Wl to himſelf, —At LavrIgsTON there is an excellent free-ſtone 
quarry, of a brown colour, formed, probably, by the chemi- 
cal proceſs of nature, from a mixture of red clay and ſand. 
The ſtone is eaſily cut, and much uſed for building, in Montroſe 
and throughout all the country. The quarrying, and carrying 
theſe ſtones, afford employment and breadto many in the pariſh; 


ow(de! N 2 which 
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which is alſo the caſe with reſpe& to the lime quarries... 
On the eſtate of WoopsTox, there is another quarry of fre, 
ſtone, in every reſpe& reſembling that of Laurieſton, Th 
only advantage, that the latter has, is, that it eaſily diſcharge 
the rain water that falls into it, owing to a ſtream that run 
through the den.—There is another quarry at WHITE Craig 


facing the North Eſk, from which are turned out ſtones, « 
any dimenſions, of a beautiful whitiſh colour, ſimilar to tha 


uſed in the New Town of Edinburgh; but being reckoned ty 
| hard for the maſon's chizel, they are uſed only in ruble built 
ing. There is another quarry of the ſcurdy, or whin-ſta 
kind, in the Heughs of St. Cyrus, of a dark blue colour 
which is alſo uſed in ruble building. 

All theſe quarries are inexhauſtible. The two laſt me 
tioned are parts of long chains of rocks, which run throug 
the pariſh, from W. to E. all the way along the coaſt. Nes 


the E. end of them begins a ſpecies of rock, conſiſting d 
pebbles, baked, as it were, with a hard cement, (which w. 
call the plumb-pudding rock), which continues, with ſont 


interruptions, beyond Stonehaven.—The ſcurdy rocks, call 


the Heughs of St. Cyrus, may perhaps have been in a {lat 


of vitrification at ſome remote period. Upon this ſuppoſitia 


the word ſcurdy may be a corruption of the ſcoriæ, which at 


the effects of volcanic fire, However that may be, the beauti 


pebbles, and ſpars of different ſorts, which are intermis 


with theſe rocks, deſerve to be mentioned, as they are c 


tainly well worth the attention of thoſe who delight i 
mineralogy, 


Cave.—Nigh the fall of the burn of Woodſton, on the V 
there is a natural cave, formed by the rude junction of i 
penduous rocks, after the manner of a Gothic arch. The « 


trance to it is on a level with the ſea, and the rocks and eam 
| | 
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riſe 290 feet above it. The roof is of unequal height, and 
runs out, it 15 faid, an unexplored length under the rocks 
that form it. 


Plants and Herbs. Whilſt the mineralogiſt would find plea- 
ſure in examining the rocks, the botaniſt might alſo be enter- 
tained with the herbs and plants, which are to be found either 
in the Heughs of St. Cyrus, or on the adjoining ſhore. Pro- 


feſſor BEATTIE, junior, of the Mareſchal College, Aberdeen, 


who has made botany a good deal his ſtudy, favoured the 
writer of this article with the following liſt of them: 


1. Valeriana officinalis, . Great wild valerian. 
2, Phleum pratenſe, = Cat's tail graſs. 
3. Phleum nodoſum, - Another ſpecies of cat's tail graſs, 
4. Feſtuca ſylvatica, - Wood feſcue graſs. 
5. Bromus ſterilis, Barren brome graſs. 
6, Avena fatua, - Bearded oat graſs. 
7. Arundo arenaria, - Sea reed graſs. (Bent, Scots). 
8, Elymus aromarius *, - Lea lime graſs. 
9. Scabeoſa arvenenſis, — Corn ſcabius. 
10. Campanula glomerata, - Lefler Canterbury belk. 
II. Pulmonaria maritima, — Sea bugloſs. 
12, Allium viniale, - Crow garlic. 
13. Rumex maritimus, - Sea dock. 
14. Epilobium anguſti-ſolium, - #Roſe bay-willow herb. 
15. Epilobium hirſutum, - Hoary willow herb. 
16. Silene amzna, Sp. pl. t, - Sea campion of Linnzus. 
I7. Anterrhinum 


Mr. LicuTroorT, in his appendix to the Flora Scotica, excludes this from 
the liſt of native plants: It is undoubtedly, however, a native of Scotland. 


The plant here intended, though undoubtedly the lene amena of Lix- 
os, ſeems to be unknown to our Engliſh botaniſts. None of them, from 
Gard downwards, take any notice of it. The plant they have miſtaken for 
3 though very common on our coaſts, agrees not with Linnzus's deſcription, 
in any one ſpecific character. This any perſon may be convinced of, by con- 

ſulting 
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17. Antirrhinum linaria, - Toad flax. 

18. Turritis hirſuta, - Tower muſtard. 

19. Silene amæna, Bot. Ang. - Sea campion. 

20. Buneas cakele, - Sea rocket. 

21. Geranium ſang inarium, — Bloody crane's bill. 

22. Vicia ſylvatica, - Wood vetch. 

23. Vicia ſtativa {, - Tare vetch. 

24. Aſtragalus arenarius, - Mountain milk-wort. 

25. Aſtragalus glycyphyllos, - Liquorice vetch. 

26. Hypericum quadranqualum, 

27. Hypericum perforatum, 5 - Three ſpecies of St. John's wort. 
28. Hypericum hirſutum, [bed at noon 
29. Tragopogon pratenſe, - Yellow goat's beard, or, John go to 
30. Crupes tictorum, - Succory, or Hawk's weed. 

31. Carlina vulgaris, - Carline thiſtle. 

32. Eupatorium cannabinum, - Hemp Agrimony. 

33. Conyza ſquaroſa, - Spykenard. 

34. Filago Germanica, - Mountain Cud word. 


Kame of Mathers, Hard by the fall of the ſtream of 
Woodſton, on the E., ſtands the Kame of MATHERs, the au- 
cient reſidence of the Barclays. This kame is built ona 
peninſular rock, whoſe baſe is waſhed by the ſea. A ſmall 
part of the ruins of this ancient building now remain, I 
muſt undoubtedly have been a place of great ſtrength. The 
acceſs to it 1s by a narrow and almoſt impaſlable iſthmus, 
The rock on which it ſtands is perpendicular, and its heigit 


above the ſea 60 feet“. 
Laur ig los. 


ſulting Gerard"s, Moriſon s or Parkerſon's figure of the filene amena, and com- 
paring it with the deſcription of that plant in the Species Plantarum. On the 
other hand, the ſilene amæna of the Engliſh botaniſts, though one of the mob 
common of our maritime plants, does not ſeem to be at all deſcribed by Linnæu 
$ This differs from the common vicia fativa, in having milk white flower 
and only one upon a pedicle. It is not taken notice of by botanical writers 
Tradition accounts for the erection of this faſtneſs in the following mar- 


ner ;—The ſheriff of the Mearns, MxLVILTe by name, exerciſed his author 
with 


5 


= 


of Eccleſgreig, or St. Cyrus, 103 


Lanrieſton, —On the fide of the Den of Laurieſton ſtands 
the ancient caſtle. It was erected in the 1cth or 11th cen. 
tury f. It was formerly ſurrounded with a deep moat, and 


walls 


with a high hand. He of courſe became obnoxious to the gentlemen of the coun- 
ty, who complained of his conduct to the king then reigning, who, it is ſaid, was 
James I. of Scotland. Barclay of Mathers, in particular, made frequent and repeat- 
ed complaints; tired of which, in a moment of unguarded impatience, the King 
ſaid to him, © Sorrow gif he were /odden and ſupped in brie.”” As your Majeſty 
pleaſes, replied Barclay, who inſtantly withdrew from the royal preſence, and 
coming home in haſte, convened the gentlemen of the county, who were as 
much diſſatisfied with the conduct of the ſheriff, as he was himſelf. Having met 
in cloſe cabal, they agreed to adhere literally to the King's words, and to make 
the innocent, but unguarded expreſſions of royal impatience, a pretext ſor deſtroy- 
ing the ſheriff. In order to accompliſh their plan, in a manner the leaſt likely 
to create ſuſpicion in the mind of Melville, or put him on his guard, they agreed 
to have a hunting party on the foreſt of Garvock, and invited him to make 
one of their number. In the midſt of the hunting ground, a fire was by their 
GreQion kindled, and a caldron full of water boiled upon it. In the midft of 


on 2 ll their ſport, they ruſhed with fatal deſign to this memorable ſpot, ſeized the un- 
(mall WY fulpeRiog ſheriff, tripped him naked, and threw him into the boiling caldron. 
i Aſter he was boiled for ſome time, or ſodden, according to the King's expreſſion, 
The they took each a ſpoonſul of the ſup ; fo after he wa: feats, thy ſupped bim in brie. 
When the King heard of this tragical event, he was highly incenſed againſt the 

mus. gentlemen of the Mearns, and particularly againſt BazcLay, WIsnARTr, and 
eight AzzuTuNoOTT, who were the active and leading men in this horrid buſi- 


neſs, To ſcreen himſelf from royal vengeance, Barclay built the Kame of 
Mathers, where in thoſe days he muſt have been very ſecure. So tradition re- 
ports the ſtory, and many firmly believe it. Indeed, compared with the civi- 
laed and gentle manners of our days, thoſe of our forcfathers, in every part of 


d com- | 

On the Scotland, were rude and barbarous. From the natural averſion which we have 
jj to every ſpecies of inhumanity and cruelty, a tragic tale of this ſort appears 
* ſcarcely credible. It is affirmed, however, that there is extant, amongſt the 
Papers of Arbuthnott, a royal pardon to the Laird of Arbutlmott, for being art 

flowen, 
_ ind part in that murder; and the ground of this pardon was © becauſe he i is 

* within the tenth degree of kindred to MDurr Thane of Fife“ 

man- 
"2 flu the reign of King Davis II., in the year 1336, it fell into the hands of 
, | the 

with 
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walls of an immenſe thickneſs, part of which, with two of 
the towers, are ſtill preſerved, and incorporated with a new 
and clegant ſtructure, built on the ſcite of the old caſtle, by the 
preſent proprietor. The greateſt part of the eſtate is beauti. 
fully ſituated, between Den Fenel and the Den of Laurieſton. 
It was for 400 years in the family of Straton, of which 
there were many who fignalized themſelves by their valout 
in turbulent times“. The laſt lineal repreſentative of this fa. 
mily ſold the eſtate, early in this century, to Falconer of Monk. 
ton, and died without iſſue. JosEPH STRATON, Eſq. is de. 
ſcended from this ancient family, and his anceſtors have been 
more than 300 years Lairds of Kirkſide, of which he is the 
preſent proprietor. From the heirs of Mr. FArconrx, the 
eſtate of Laurieſton was lately purchaſed by Jonn Brann, 
Eſq.; who is laying out the grounds near the houſe, in an ex- 
ceeding good taſte, He has thrown a light bridge of one arch 
over the den, which leads to delightfnl walks, through trees 
and ſhrubs, and is naturally very romantic, though before 
inacceſſible, 


Cafile of Morphy, Cc.— On the S. fide of the Den of Mor- 
phy ſtood another ancient caſtle, the ſeat of the family d 
Graham, in whoſe poſſeſſion the eftate of Morphy has been 
for ſeveral centuries. It was once a place of conſiderable 


ſtrength, and ſecured from the attacks of an enemy by? 
ditch 


the Engliſh, who placed a garriſon in it, and ſtrengthened it with fortifications 
Before that year was expired, the Scotch, under the command of Sir Avr 
Mouxzxzar, forced it to ſurrender. 

* ALEXANDER STRATON, Who, with ſeveral of his ſons, ſell in the unf 
tunate battle of Harlaw, in the year 1411, was one of the Lairds of Laurieſt% 
The STRxAToNs were a race of men remarkable for ſize and ſtrength, down i 
2 very late period. Their attachment to this Lauvz1esToN, in St. Cyrus, whic 
is the original one, was ſo great, that they changed the name of every other 
place in Scotland, where any of them ſettled, into LauxIRsox. 
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ditch and draw- bridge, according to the genius of thoſe days, 


1 aut now few remains of it are to be feen. A huge ſquare 
the fone pillar, of about 12 feet high, is till ſtand ing at Stone of 
i. or phy, and ſeems to have given riſe to the name“. 

on, 1 

ich Church.— About 169 years ago, the church of Ecclefgreig 
our food beluw the Heughs of St. Cyrus, on the ſhore, nigh the 


g. nouth of the North Eſk. The church-yard there ſtill con- 
nk. laues, and is uſed as a burying ground by the pariſh in ge- 
de. {WI veral t. In the year 1632, this very incommodious ſituation 
of the church was changed, and a new one built on an emin- 
the Weoce, a little above the Heughs of St. Cyrus, more conveni— 
the eat to the pariſh, from its eaſy acceſs, and centrical ſituation. 
y reaſon of the increaſe of the population, this church be- 
came too ſmall to accommodate the pariſh ; It was alſo ill 
lighted, and narrow, and going faſt to decay. 'The heritors 
ſaw the neceſſity of building a new one; and, in the year 
1587, they finiſhed a church, which, for elegance and accom- 
modation, has met with univerſal approvation. It is adorned 
with a ſmall ſpire, which is ſeen at a conſiderable diſtance. 
The manſe has been repaired, and the office-houſes rebuilt, 


1y of during the incumbency of the preſent miniſter. The King is 
been ebe undoubted patron of Eccleſgreig. The preſent ſtipend is 
rable WI Vol. XI. O 25 


Whether this ancient pillar was ere ed, to preſerve the memory of ſome 
gallant warrior of the name of GRAHAM, or whether it be the only relick of a 
Druidical temple, it is difficult to determine. But th: firſt conjecture ſeems to 
bc the moſt natural ; becauſe it is the only ſtone at that place, and goes by the 
lame of The SToxe of Mok ur. 


4 Near the church- yard, the ſea, in conflux with the varying _— of the 
— Iver, diſcovered, ſome years ago, the walls of a houſe, that had been, from time 
. wh memorial, entirely buried under the ſand. From its dimenſions, internal 
y othet viſions, and ſituation, it was updoubtedly the reſidence of the miniſters in an- 


lent times, 
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85 bolls of victual, partly meal, and partly bear, and 26, 125, 
in money. But an 2ngmentation, with the concurrence d 
the heritors, will ſoon be obtained. 


School. The ſchool-houſe, with abundance of accommo. 
dation for the ſchool-maſter, was rebuilt about 19 years ago, 
The preſhytery have, by a committee of their number, non 
twice examined the ſchools within their bounds, and mean to 
continue the practice annually, as they ſee the beſt effects re. 
ſulting from it. In general, attention is paid to the education 
of youth, and their morals are not neglected. Indeed, it 
were to be wiſhed that more encouragement were given to 
men who have ſuch an important truſt, as a ſpur to their d. 
ligence in office, if it would have that effect. 


Poor. —The funds, for ſupporting the poor, ariſe from the 
intereſt of their mortified money, from the colleQions made 
for them at the church, and from the fees given for the ule 
of their mortcloths, They receive nothing from marriages 
or baptiſms, and very little from the fines exacted from thoſe, 
who have been guilty of irregularity of conduct. The fob 
lowing is a ſtate of the number of the poor, and of the funds 
for ſupporting them, from the year 1781, to the year 1791 
incluſive. | | 
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Ne. off Intereſt of Collection Fees for Fines for | Aunval 
Years.| Poor their inotiey let the churchjmortcloths irregularities' diſtribution, 
TA IH & 61 REA I WE NS 
1781 81 16 neee eee 44 7 9+ 
1782 | 38 | 16 13 027 3 15 1 
178358 16 13. 0 26 2 1041 17 66 0 o © | 44 13 4k 
1:84 50 | 16 13 022 8 [111 O o 18 6 | 41 10 4 
170% 4 16 23 o| 31 5 84/2 8 0 1 10 © | 50 Ir 8 
1786 | 39 16 173 O 35 8 10 [14 gl 0 53 6 7 
1787 | 42 | 16 13 032 9 444 1 6] 0 6 8 | 53 10 64 
1188 | 41 | 16 13 044 6 2484/2 16 6] 0 © © | 63 15 8+ 
1189 | 38 [16 13 0 39 10 5|310 3] 110 6 | 55 4 2 
1790 | 37 | 16 13 038 18 242 7 30 0 0 |57 185 
1791 | 47 | 16 13 0| 4011 142 7 3l © 6 8 1 18 of 


This ſtate of the funds, for the ſupport of the poor, in- 
dudes 4 collections, of about 41. each, made and given for 
the ſupport of the lunatic hoſpital at Montroſe. Deducting 
theſe collections, the whole has been diſtributed among the 
poor, 

In the year 1783, when proviſions were both dear and 
ſcarce, owing to the failure of the crop in 1782, the ſeſſion, 
in concurrence with the heritors, broke in upon their funds, 
and bought meal, which they diſtributed gratis among the 
poor, together with 29 bolls 2 firlots 14 peck of meal which 
they received from government. Had not theſe ſeaſonable 
reliefs been given, it is not eaſy to ſay what would have been 
the conſequence, with reſpect to the poor, even in this opulent 
pariſh, Under this denomination, is chiefly meant poor la- 
bourers and houſeholders ; for we have very few mendicant 
poor; but the number of vagrants and ftrolling beggars is 


prodigious, and has often been complained of as an inſuffer- 
able hardſhip. 


State of Agriculture. Of all the pariſhes within the county 
of Kincardine, St. Cyrus has been the firſt and the beſt meli- 
ated by improvement. To this the lime quarries at Milton 

O 2 and 
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and Eaſt Mathers, have greatly contributed, But theſe might 
have perhaps remained in their original ſtate, had not the late 
RosBekT ScoTr, Eſq. of DunNnNinNauLD, been induced, from the 
lime rocks within the flood mark at Milton, to rent the farm 
bearing that name, on the eftate of Laurieſton. As he wx 
repreſentative in parliament for the county of Forfar, which 
his ſon now repreſents, in going up and coming down from 
London, he was not inattentive to the ſyſtem of agriculture 
followed in England. Finding it ſuperior to any hither. 
to practiſed in Scotland, he tried to follow it, firſt upon his 
own eſtate, and afterwards upon the farm of Milton. He ſet 
the example of draining, ſtoning, liming, fallowing, cleaning, 
manuring, and properly dreſſing the fields on this farm, The 
conſequenee was, he raiſed great crops of all ſorts of grain, as 
well as of graſs. The farmers, who at firſt held his plans in 
deriſion, and were unwilling to leave their own old beaten 
track, began to be furpriſed at his great crops; and when er- 
perience demonſtrated to them the ſucceſs of his ſchemes, 
they gradually turned round to imitate them. Hence aroſe 
a ſpirit of agriculture, and even of emulation in it, which has 
produced the happieſt effects. The well filled barn yards al. 
ter harveſt, are ſtriking and ſolid proofs of the ſucceſs, with 
which this ſpirit-for improvement is crowned. The. preſent 
high, and ſtill rifing rent of land, is another proof of the ſame 
ſat. Twenty years ago, 108. or 158. was thought a high 
rent for an acre of the beſt land in the pariſh, Now, from 205. 
to 3os., and even up to 40s. per acre, is given for the fame land, 
in conſequence of its melioration ; and no ſooner does a leale 


expire, than the farmers ſtrive with one another, who ſhall be 
tenant, Another proof of the flouriſhing ſtate of agricul- 
ture in this pariſh, is, the comfortable manner in which the 
ſarmers can afford to live. Notwithſtanding the riſe of rent 


now mentioned, and the high price of labour, which ſhall 
afterwarch 
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night MW afterwards be noticed, they, in general, enjoy a pleaſing and 
e late I agreeable affluence, and have it in their power to bring, up and 
n the educate numerous families, and provide for their future ſettle- 


farm MW ment in the world. Such are the happy effects of rural in- 
was duſtry! 


from Mode of Cultivation. — The common mode of treating land here, 
lture M is, aſter ſummer fallow, to lime and dung it; and then to ſow, 
ther. WM the firſt year, wheat; the ſecond, peas or beans, or a mixture 
of both, called maſblie; the third, barley or Cheſter bear, with 
grals ſeeds, The graſs is commonly cut the firſt year for hay, 
and paſtured two years afterwards. It is then broke up, with 
one furrow, for oats; next year it is ſown with barley, or 
Cheſter bear, after three earths, or furrows; the third year, it 
is wrought into a finer mould for turnips, which are always 
ſown in drills, and well manured ; and the fourth year, it is 
1 ere ban with barley and graſs feeds, When the ſoil becomes 
mes, foul, and is over-run with weeds, a new ſummer fallow be- 
aroſe WW comes neceſſary to clear it; and then it is treated in the manner 
1 has now deſcribed. There are, and no doubt will be, ſeveral al- 
s af. WF terations from, and exceptions to this general ſyſtem. While 
with Wi men fpeculate in this, as upon other ſubjects, they will invent 
ſent WI new plans, and experience alone muſt juſtify or condemn the 
ſame WF alteration. Sometimes the ground, aſter one crop of hay, is 
high WF broke up with the plougb, in the beginning of autumn; and 
205. wheat is ſown with ſucceſs. To this ſucceed turnips, or 
land, BY peaſe and beans; and the third year barley and graſs: It is made 
leale BY bay the ſummer following; then paſtured for a year or two; 
11 be BY afterwards plowed for oats, &c. 

icul- Sometimes the land thus paſtured, is taken for raiſing flax. 
1 the WY The flax raiſers are often different from the farmers, and pay 
rent WF them 51, or 61. an acre, for a fingle crop of ſuch land as ſuits 
ſhall WF their purpoſe, They pay the expence of the ſeed, the ſowing, 
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the weeding, the pulling, the watering, the ſpreading on and 
taking off the graſs; in ſhort, of every thing, but dreſſing the 
land, which the farmers, from whom they take it, do for them, 
Yet, after all, they make a profit by it; otherwiſe, why would 
they continue the ſame practice year after year? If the 
farmer, huwever, were to cultivate the flax himſelf, which is 


fometimes the caſe, he would doubtleſs make more prot by 
it; but it may be a queſtion, whether the high rent he receives 
be not equivalent for it? The crop of flax is always reinovel 

in ſufficient time, to allow him to ſow his land with wheat, 
| which is often done to advantage, —About a third part of 
every farm is reſerved for hay and paſture. 


Black Cattle, —Confidering how much of this pariſh is al. 
ways under crop, and how little is reſerved for paſture, it 
muſt be obvious, that the number of black cattle cannot be 
great. Yet, if the young are included with the old, the whole 
number will amount to 1150, Of theſe there are 100 oxen, 
all trained to the yoke. They are reared in the pariſh ; and, 
after ſerving their maſters 4'or 5 years, are carried to market, 
and ſold to great advantage. The price they bring is often 
from 10]. to 15]. The number of milk cows is about 420. 
The reſt are young cattle, none of them exceeding 3 years old 


Horſes and Sheep. —There are 204 draught, and 10 ſaddle 


horſes in the pariſh. The number of ſheep is inconfiderable: 


1000 will comprehend every little flock in the pariſh. What 
ſheep we have, however, are of a good kind: Thoſe, in parti 
cular, that feed near the ſhore, furniſh mutton of an excellent 
quality, | | 


Ploughgates and Produce.—There are 50 horſe, and 15 


oxen ploughgates in the pariſh, allowing 4 horſes and 6 0x 
- to 
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to the plough. From the number of work oxen, it might be 
ſuppoſed, that there would be more oxen ploughs: But 
many of the farmers Keep 12 oxen to one plough, yoking one 
half in the forenoon, and the other half in the afternoon. By 
theſe means, they have time to feed, and the men who manage 
them are kept in conſtant work. If we ſuppoſe every plough- 
gate, to ſpare from its produce 100 bolls for ſale, (and the 
computation is very moderate), it will amount to 6,000 bolls 
yearly, partly wheat, parily barley, partly oat-meal, and 
partly beans and peaſe, after paying the rent, ſowing the land, 
and every other expence that attends agriculture, 


Proprietors and Rent. There are 11 heritors in the pariſh*, 
and 2 conſiderable farmers, beſides many more of ſmaller note. 
The valued rent is 6,2771. 28. 4d. Scotch ; the real rent, includ - 
ing 8501, for ſalmon fiſhing, and 10l. for kelp, is 37781. Sterling. 
This ſtate of the real rent may not be perfectly accurate, be- 
cauſe 3 of the proprietors have the greateſt part of their eſtates 
in their own hands; but it is ſuppoſed to be near the truth. 
If the progreſs of agriculture, for 20 years to come, ſhall bear 
any proportion to what it has been for the ſame number of 
years paſt, it 1s more than probable, that the real rents of the 
pariſh will be as many pounds Sterling, as the valued reats 
ae now pounds Scotch, 


Population. 


*Viz. William Adam, Eſq. of Woodſton, M. P.—James Scott, Fſq. of 
Brotherton ;—Robert Graham, Eſq. of Morphy, a minor ;—the Earl of Kin- 
tore the Viſcount of Arbuthnott ;—Sir Alexander Ramſay Irvine of Balmain, 
Part, ohn Brand, Eſq. of Laurieſton Charles Scott, Eſq. of Criggie ;— 
Janes Scott, Eſq. of Comiſton, a minor ;—Patrick Orr, Eſq. of Bridgeton j— 
ad Joſeph Straton, Eſq. of Kirkſide. The five laſt reſide in the pariſh, 
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Population — The population has increaſed conſiderabi 
within theſe 40 years. 


| Jncredf, 
In the year 1755, the number of ſouls, in the pariſh, was 1271 
In I78r, = - 4+ 4 - — 1687 416 
In 1785, - — „ IF 
In 1788, - — — - — 1750 46 
In 1792, + - - - 8:5, $01 ol 


Total increaſe in 37 years, y494 


The number of children born in the pariſh is, communibu 
annis, about 60. The marriages ſeldom exceed 12. Indeed, 
ſome years, they are not above half that number. With re. 
gard to funerals, no regular acconut of them has been hither. 
to kept in the pariſh, 


Villages. The principal village in the pariſh is MILTos, 
which ſtands on the ſea coaſt, In the year 1781, there were 
46 families, containing 170 perſons, in this village. Their 
number is at preſent on the increaſe, About 30 years ago, 
three fiſhing boats belonged to Milton. Six men went out to 
ſea with each boat; who caught haddocks, whitings, cod, ling, 
Kate, turbot, and common flukes, or flounders, in great abund- 
ance, which they ſold at moderate prices. For ſeveral year 
paſt, there hes been but one boat employed in the white filb- 
ing; nor has that boat been ſucceſsful. The reduction of the 
ſiſhing boats, and of the number of hands that went to ſa 
with them, is withont doubt, a real loſs to the country. I 
leaves no foundation for a nurſery of ſeamen, and prevents 
the inhabitants from enjoying that abundant ſupply of excl. 
lent food, with which the ſea is ſtored. 

Theſe inconveniences might, however, be in a great mes 
ſure remedied. The fiſhermen are ſo poor, in general, tha 
though ſix of them join their little ſtocks together, they cat 

_ 
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bt afford to purchaſe a new boat, when their old one fails. 
Now, if the proprietors of fiſhing villages were to furniſh the 
men with good boats, with all their neceſſary tackling, upon 
their paying a reaſonable rent, as intereſt for the money, this 
416 Wwould be a beneficial public ſpirited meaſure, and would 
1 xreatly encourage the fiſhing. Another mode of encouraging 
this uſeful claſs of men might alſo be adopted. Every one knows, 
dat accidents are continually happening, by which the heads 
of the families employed in fiſhing loſe their lives. The 
conſequence is of the moſt diſtreſſing nature to their numerous, 
and, very often, young families, who are frequently left in the 
moſt deſtitute circumſtances. Now if the county, or if go- 
rernment, ſenſible of the uſefulneſs of this claſs of men, for 
recruiting the navy, would provide ſubſiſtence for them in 
theſe caſes, on this expreſs condition, that all the male children 
ſhould be brought up to the ſame occupation, and be ready to 
ſerve his Majefty in caſe of a war, it would have the effect, 


were 
Their boch to relieve the diſtreſſed families, and to increaſe the 
ago number of that hardy and uſeful race of men “. Indeed, it 


s well known, that ſcarce any but the children of fiſhermen 
ollow the occupation of their fathers, and that they are a 
ind of diſtin& tribe, by their manners, and by intermarrying 
ly with each other. 

The Village of ST. Cygus ſtands beſide the church, nigh the 
ntre of the pariſh, It contains 144 inhabitants, who are 
noltly mechanics, ſalmon fiſhers, or day labourers. Indeed, 
no neighbouring pariſh exhibits ſo cheerful and populous an 
a appearance ; for, from one end to the other, the traveller 
ſees, on all hands, numerous, ſubſtantial, well built cottages 
ol ſtone, ſome of them hewn ſtone, with well proportioned 
t mes · Windows, introducing, at once, light and cheerfulneſs into the 
that Vor. XI. Bs . haabitations; 


* elt might alſo tend, in a great degree, if not entirely, to ſuperſede the ne- 


city of adopting the harſh, unpopular and unconſtitutional meaſure of 11 
BEING SEAMEN, 


114 Staliſtical Account 


habitations; beſides a number of gentlemen's ſeats and farn, 
houſes, built in a very ſuperior ſtile, 


CharaGer.— The people of this pariſh are, in general, aq: 
and induſtrious : Thoſe employed at the lime quarries, and 
the ſalmon fiſheries, particularly deſerve this character. The 
former, working by the yard, obſerve the maxim, * The 
more they work, the more they win,” (gain). The latter, 
when not fiſhing, employ themſelves in their reſpective trade, 
or labour by the day to thoſe who employ them *. The fe. 
male part of the pariſh is not behind the men in point of it. 
duſtry. They are excellent ſpinſters, and perform the open. 
tion with both hands, ſpinning two threads at once with the 
greateſt facility, It 15 a common and an eaſy taſk, for one of 
theſe two-handed females, to fpin 3 ſpindles in the week; 
which, at the rate of 18. zd. the ſpindle, comes to 38. gl. 
The writer of this narrative is informed, that, excepting in 
harveſt, 500 ſpindles of coarſe yarn are ſpun weekly in the 
pariſh, This quantity of yarn muſt bring, at the rate above 
ſtated, 31l. in the month; and allowing this to continue 10 
months, the total ſum made by ſpinning, in the pariſh, mul 

amount 


»The common hire of the day labourer is 8d. in the ſhort, and 18. the long 
day, without maintenance. But, in harveſt, the men have 18., and the womet 
10d., beſides victuals. The farm ſervants are excellent ploughmen. The Scotch 
plough alone is uſed. Their ages are lately advanced from 61. to 71., Sl, ni 
even 10l. for the year's ſervice, They uſually work 2 horſes, 4 hours in tt 
Forenoun, and 4 hours in the aſternoon. The married ſervants, who live in 
their own houſes, are allowed 2 pecks of oatmeal in the week, and one hal 
penny a day, ior maintenance. They are engaged by their maſters at a pubic 
g market, without any certificate of their character, and oſten without au know 
ledge of their capacity for work. One of theſe markets for hiring ſervants 
held on the Hill of Garvock, and the other at Laurencekirk. The congreſs d 
maſters and ſervants, at theſe places, is very numerous, and, almoſt in vel 
point of deſcription, reſembles the Sa ruRNALIA of the ancient Romans. 
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amount to 310l. a year. The yarn is manufactured, at Mon- 
troſe, into ſail-cloth and other purpoſes. In the above cal. 
culafion, the fine yarn, which 1s ſpun in the patiſh, and made 


into linen and diaper for the ufe of families, is not included, 
This induſtrious ſpirit in both ſexes is very commendable +, 


The religious character of the inhabitants of this pariſh is 
moderate. They neither run into the extreme of ſuperſti« 
tion, on the one hand, nor of fanaticiſm on the other. In 
truth, their religion is of the calm mild caft ; and they make 
no great noiſe or buſtle about it, though they are very regu- 
lar in attending its inſtitutions. The gentlemen of landed 
property, 5 of whom reſide in the pariſh, are of the Epiſcopal 
communion ; yet they very frequently, and almoſt regularly, 
attend the Eftabliſhed Church, ſetting at once an example 
both of piety and Itberal ſentiment, and increaſing the poor's 
fands by their voluntary offerings. There are à few Seceders, 
who join a meeting in the neighbouring pariſh of Benbolm; 
but their number is ſmall; and they make little noiſe or diſ- 
turbance, except for REFORM, which, perhaps, as individuals, 
they ſtand very much in need of, 


P 2 NUMBER 


tSmuggling had a very bad tendency, ſome time ago, to unhinge the prin- 
Gples of morality among the lower claſſes of people on this coa'i: but the late 
viſe regulations of government have gone far to ſuppreſs it; and in proportion 
u they have taken effeR, the morals of the people have improved. 
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NUMBER VII. ſide 
of 


PARISH OF FOULDEN. * 


(County of Berwick—Preſbytery of Chirnfide—Synod of Mes 
and Tiviotdale.) 


By the Rev. Doctor David Youns. 


Extent and Soil. 


Tur pariſh of Foulden, in its form, approaches nearer to 
that of a ſquare than any other; and, in breadth, is about 2 
miles, and in length 23. The foil, on the S. fide, is a ſtrong 
clay; towards the middle of the pariſh it becomes more loamy, 
and on the N. it turns conſiderably light. 


Cultivation and Produce. The whole lands in this pariſh lay 
formerly run-rigg ; which, however unfavourable to improve- 
ment, was indiſpenſably neceſſary, as a bond of defence in 
thoſe days, when the inhabitants of the Borders were in the 
practice of committing depredations upon one another. A.- 
though theſe acts of plunder were relinquiſhed, after the revolu* WW © 
tion in 1688, it was not till within theſe 40 years, that a full 2 th 
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fon of property took place; but ſince the lands were divided, 
they have been in general well incloſed, and brought to a con- 
ſiderable degree of cultivation, They yield plentiful crops 
of wheat, barley, oats, peaſe, turnips, potatocs, and graſs, 


Rents, Cattle, Cc. — Although theſe lands fully bear the 
above deſcription of ſoil and good quality, the beſt of them, 
excepting ſome crofts, were let no higher than xos. per acre; 
but fince the old leaſes expired, they are now advanced from 
103., to 208., 308., and even 40s., which is not too high, con- 
ſdering the ſhort diſtance from market and lime. Formerly, 
a large tract of land, on the north fide of the pariſh, called 
Foulden Muir, was occupied by the refidenters in the village, 
by way of ſtents, or paſture for cows and horſes, and, in that 
ate, paid very little rent. The graſs of theſe grounds being 
always in great plenty, and of good quality, ſuggeſted the 
advantage of bringing them into a ſtate of cultivation. About 
30 years ago, when improvements in agriculture were intro- 
duced into this part of the country, this piece of land was 
accordingly plowed up, and yeilded a profuſe crop, from a 
good ſoil, It was ſoon after let out into different farms, which 
now pay about Zool. of yearly rent. Some part of this land 
has been found unfit for huſbandry, and is lately planted with 
irs, which promife a good return in due time. Lime is very 
much uſed in this part of the country. There is ſhell mart 
in the pariſh, but it has never been properly tried; and, for 2 
number of years paſt, it has been entirely neglected. There 
5 nothing remarkable in the mode of huſbandry, nor in the in- 
truments employed in it. The breeding or feeding of ſheep 
has not been tried here, although great part of the lands are 
very fit for both purpoſes. The late proprietor had a fine 
tilte for the breeding and feeding of cattle. His horſes were 
tle beſt in the country, and it is but 3 years ſince the laſt 

of 
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of his breed of oxen were ſold. One ox weighed 128 fone; 
and was of a very fine ſhape and make. 


Climate, River, Oc. — This pariſh, and ſome other lands ad. 
joining, ſtand upon a conſiderable elevation, which continue; 
to. riſe, towards the N., for 2 miles; and then ſlopes gradually, 
until 1t reaches the ſea banks, which are very high and rocky, 
There is a river, called Whittadder, which runs on the 8. 
fide, and empties itſelf into the Tweed, near Berwick. The 
bed of the river is very deep, being in no place under 49 
yards, and in many places 50 yards, from the top of the bank, 
Theſe banks are cut, upon the N. fide, into very deep dens 
by nature, through which rivulets of water run, from the 
whole lands in the neighbourhood, throughout the year. The: 
circumſtances, added to an almoſt unbounded proſpe& to the 
S. and W., mult contribute to render the air pure and dry, 
and conſequently leſs ſuſceptible of noxious or infetious 
taints. It has been frequently remarked here, that the dil. 
eaſes, which are peculiar to our climate, ſuch as intermittent 
and common continued fevers, putrid fever, and fore throat, 
are ſcarce known amongſt us, whilſt they are ſometimes very 
frequent and mortal, in the pariſhes immediately adjoining, 
Theſe diſeaſes have indeed made their appearance here at ſuch 
times, but unaccompanied with that malignity, which rendered 
them ſo fatal to thoſe attacked with them, in leſs elevated 
and more moiſt ſituations. For theſe 7 years and upwards, 
only one young perſon has died, a female of 16 years of age, 
and one child. Good health is enjoyed through life, with 
very little interruption ; and, except theſe two, none have 
died (reſiding in this pariſh), during the above mentioned 
period, who had not reached at leaſt 60 years; and it is not 
unfrequent to attain the age of 80, and even 90 years, in the 


full poſſeſſion of every faculty. 
Population, 
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Population, — As the records have not been regularly kept, 
the ancient ſtate of the population cannot be preciſely aſcer - 
tained, A conſiderable village, containing about 60 families, 
being now reduced to 16 only, is ſuppoſed to have diminiſhed 
the population; and it is the opinion of old refidenters, that 
the number of ſouls is not ſo great now, as it was 40 years ago; 
although, upon comparing the average of baptiſms for the 
laſt ) years, with that of the ſame number of years half a 
century ago, there appears to be very little difference. Hence 
ſome incline to think, that although a number of old people 
have died, and ſeveral others have left the bounds to reſide 
elſewhere, the permanent population is ſtill nearly the ſame ; 
and the reaſon they give, 1s, that ſeveral new farms have been 
erected, with a number of houſes, containing many families, 
which bear a near proportion to the reduction, which has taken 
place in the village. The former opinion, however, ſeems 
neareſt the truth, the return to Dr, Webſter, in 1755, having 
been — - - - - " — - 465 


And the number of perſons at preſent (1593), being only 344 


Decreaſe, - I2L 


Arnual average of births, - 6 Perſons under 10 years of age, 100 
— between Io and 20, 40 


marriages, = T 


— deaths, — 1 — 20 and 50, 170 

Number of males, 170 zo and 70, - 30 

— — ſemales, - 174 | — 70 ard 90 - 4 
- e 


Ecclefiaſtical State. The number of Seceders is very in- 
confiderable ; ſo that the people, in general, attend the ordi- 
nances of religion in the pariſh church; which was rebuilt in 
1786. The manſe wis built about 14 years before, The ſtipend, 
by a late decreet of augmentation, is 56l. 108. in money. 
ind three chalders and a half of barley and oatmeal, equal 


parts, There is an allowance of 21. 10s. for the expences of 
| the 
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the ſacrament; and the glebe and garden is worth 201. Sterling, 
Janes WILKIE of FoULDEN, Eſq. is patron“. 


Antiquities, _There is an old ruin, called Foulden, which 
appears to have been a place of ſecurity and ſtrength, in the 
times of the Border conteſts. There is alſo a property, called 
Nunlands, where there was an eſtabliſhment of nuns in former 
times; but no record or tradition has been met with, that gives 
any hiſtory of either +, 


Markets and Road. There are 2 fairs held annually in the 
village; but little or no buſineſs is done at them. A very 
few cattle appear ſometimes for ſale, and a ſmall quantity of 
wool. Formerly, great quantities of ſhoes were ſold at the 
fairs here, and were bought by the people in Northumber- 
land. The roads in this neighbourhood have lately under- 
gone a great repair, in conſequence of ſeveral turnpikes har. 
ing been erected. 


NUMBER 


y | 

*The preſent incumbent ſucceeded Mr Joun weaned Ha predecek 
for, Mr RozexT PARx, was the firſt Preſbyterian miniſter of this pariſh after wor 
the Revolution in 1688 ; the Epiſcopal clergyman having continued in the Hr tl 
charge about eleven years after Preſbyterian church- government was eſtabliſhe 
in Scotland, 


+ There was alſo a fortified wall on the eaſt end of the v of Foulden, 
the remains of which were taken down ſome years ago. The chief deſign d 
it ſeems to have been, for a defence to the reſidence of Lon Ross, who took 


an active part in the wars between England and Scotland, and who was proptie 
tor of che eſtate of Foulden in thoſe days. rp 
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NUMBER VIII. 


NITED PARISHES OF KILMORE AND 
| KILBRIDE: 


(County and Synod of Argyll —Preſbytery of Lorn.) 
By the Rev. Mr. PaTrics M. Doxarp, Minifer; 


Origin of the Names. 

HE oldeſt etymology of KrtMors, is Kil-moire : Oy, or 
Oigb, ſignifying, in ancient Gaelic, the church, or place of 
yorſhip, of the bleſſed Virgin. It was alfo called Xilmbeanacb, 
Ir the middle burial place, from being in the centre of the coun- 
7. Lately it has been called Kilmor, that is, the great burying 
lace, (mon ſignifying great or large), becauſe the burial 
jround around this church was formerly of greater extent, 
han any other in this part of the country. K1LBKIDE is allo 
leriyed from the ſame root, Xi, and fignifies a burial place, 
It place of worſhip, dedicated to St. Bridget. The church was 
built about 50 years ago. It is ſappoſed to have been 
ined to the pariſh of Kilmore, at the union of many other 
anſhes in the Highlands, under the charge of one miniſter. 
bride was a vicarage, and Kilmore a parſonage. 


Vor. XI. Q. Situation, 
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Situation, Extent, Cc. — Theſe united pariſhes are ſituati a 1 
in that diſtri of Argyllſhire called Mid Lorn. Kilmore h war 
the ſeat of the preſbytery, They are 7 miles long, and 
broad, and in their form nearly circular. The number d 
acres cannot be aſcertained. An ifland is annexed, facing by 
Oban, named Kerera, which is 3 miles in length. It is h fou 
property of Mr. M*Dougal of that ilk, excepting one fatm buf 
which belongs to Lord Breadalbane. | 


Surface and Soil. The country is hilly, but not mou. 
tainous. The hills, though low, are covered with heath, ex 
cepting a few that are cropped by the ſheep, which are io 
creaſing in the pariſh. The vallies are generally arable. The 
ſoil is different in different farms; but for the moſt part ſhil. 
low and ſpouty. In many places it is moſfy, in ſome clayih 
and in others ſandy, mixed with gravel. This pariſh, like 
moſt others in this county, is more calculated to produce grak 
than corn; yet it yields as large a proportion of the latter s 
any of the adjacent pariſhes ; and from the inereaſing knon- 
ledge of agriculture in this part of the country, more and 
more of the arable lands are annually brought into cults 
tion. 

Climate and Diſeaſes, Cc. Though the rainy ſeafon, in th 
part of the country, continues nearly two thirds ↄf the yen 
yet the health of the inhabitants does not ſuffer, ſo much 
as might be imagined ; but the grain is much injured by it 
Weſterly winds prevail to a great degree; but ſevere froſt 
or great falls of fnow, ſeldom occur.—This pariſh is liable u 
no particular maladies. Fevers and fluxes are not mort 
common than in the lower parts of the kingdom. Colds ad 
rheumatiſms are a little more prevalent, owing perhaps to tt 


humidity of the air. Inſtances of lopgevity ſome times occut. 
A ev 
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uatel I A few are now living in this pariſh, aged 90 years and up- 
ore h wards, and a few others died lately about the ſame age. 


Cultivation, —The mode of plowing, for 20 years paſt, was 


Ver of 
acing by 4 horſes abreaſt; but now, 2 only are uſed, which has been 
is tue found by experience to anſwer better“. The implements of 


huſbandry have of late undergone a very conſiderable degree 
of improvement, inſomuch, that they are almoſt equal to any 
uſed in the moſt improved parts of Scotland. Within theſe 
12 or 14 years, the uſe of carts has become common, both 
among the gentry and the farmers, whe are ſenſible of the 
great utility of them. The manures are chiefly produced by 


Te cattle Botſed, or incloſed in moveable folds, from field to field. 
t (hal. Sen ware is alſo uſed, mixed with moſs and earth. Shell ſand, 


pot being found in this part of the country, is brought from 
the weſtern parts of the counties of Roſs and Inverneſs. It 
is laid on the lee grounds, produces good crops, and afterwards 
greatly enriches the pile of graſs. Lime-ſtone 1s found here ; 
but the uſe of it is in a great meaſure totally prevented, by 
the expenſiveneſs of the fuel in this pariſh. The quantity of 
rain which falls here is ſo great, as to injure much the peat or 
furf; yet notwithſtanding this diſadvantage, and the exorbit- 
ant price of coals, owing to the late heavy duty and freight, 
3 few of the inhabitants have made an effort, and burn lime 
Fith ſucceſs, 


Qa P HA oduce. 


* geed-time is about the middle of March; harveſt about the 24th of 
Auguſt; but ſome very rainy ſeaſons retard the harveſt to the ſucceeding 
months, In the memorable 1782, the weather being very cold and wet, the 
rice of meal roſe to 1268. per boll ; but, from the very great attention of go» 
ernment, in ſending a ſeaſonable ſupply to the poor, and the management of 
thoſe to whom the diſtribution was committed, together with the charity and 
benevolence of the moſt able and beſt diſpoſed in the country, the condition of 
e poor was rendered tolerable, ; g 
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Produce, Sc. — The common crops are barley, oats an 
potatoes. The ordinary returns are, of barley, from 5 to 6 
bolls ; of oats, from 3 to 4; and of potatoes, from 6 to 8, fo Ml lan 
1 boll. Oats ſell at from 13s. to 15s. per boll; barley fron 
I55. to 198. ditto, Linlithgow meaſure ; and potatoes from . 
to 5s. per barrel of 32 Engliſh gallans. 


- Lakes, Rivers and Fiſh—There is only one conſiderable 
lake in theſe pariſhes, named Lochnell, from which one of our 
principal heritors takes his title. It is 2 miles in length: lu 
greateſt breadth is # mile. It has its name from the Gaelic 
word Eal, ſignifying a ſwan, a great number of theſe fowl 
frequenting it. It is cloſely guarded by a zealous friend of 
the family of Lochnell. There are other lakes, but very in, 
conſiderable. There is only one ſmall river, which runs about 
g miles, and then falls into an arm of the Weſtern Ocean, 
called Loch-feachan. The fiſh in theſe lakes, and in the above 
mentioned river, and ſmaller brooks, are ſalmon, trouts and 


eels. The falmon are found in conſiderable numbers 1 in this 70 
{mall river, but of ſmall ſize. th 
| r0 
Sea Coafſls, Ce. The coaſt * of a ſemicircular form; and, * 
including creeks and bays, may be about 20 miles in extent“ 
It is in general high and rocky; but, at the end of the bays N 
flat, and ſomewhat ſandy. The fiſh caught on this coaſt a» Wi 
grey fiſh of different kinds, lythe, ſome cod and ling, ſkate, el 
flounders, &c. There are no eſtabliſhed fiſheries : They ban * 
been tried, but with little ſucceſs ; perhaps owing to want d * 
propel . 

* There are veſtiges of old caſtles, or watch towers, along the coaſts of thy 
pariſh. It is ſuppoſed theſe towers were built by the Danes. They are buil U 


in view of one another, that the alarm of4 an approaching enemy might be girl 
the more readily, 
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proper tackle and of perſeverence. The ſea animals, plants, 
and ſea-ware, are the ſame as is common over all the High- 
land coaſts. Little kelp is made here: At an average, not above 
$ tons per annum. The tide flows northward, 


Harbours and Ferries, c. There are 4 good ones; namely, 
Oban, Dun/taffnage Bay, Ardintratve, oppoſite to Oban, in the 
and of Kerera, and the or /e/hoe Harbour, a little to the 'weſt= 
ward of Ardintraive in the ſame iſland. There are 3 ferries, 
vi. Conil Ferry, between this pariſh and that of Ardchattan 
Port Kerera, between the main land and that iſland; and the 
Mull Ferry, between the latter and the Iſland of Mull. There 
is a very remarkable current at the Ferry of Conil. From 
the Sound of Mull enters an arm of the ſea, which runs up 
about 8 miles due E. to Bunaw, in Muckairn, where the 
Lorn-Furnace Company have their reſidence. It then turns 
to the N. E., through a glen in Ardchattan pariſh, named 
Etive, about 10 miles, At Conil, where it enters by a nar- 
row paſs, being confined at half flood, and half ebb, it ruſhes 
through with impetuous force, like a rapid river, over a 
rock, which is ſeen at low ebb, and reaches almoſt from fide 
to fide ; excepting that, on the Kilmore fide, it has an opening 
wide enough for veſſels of confiderable burden to paſs through. 
The ſea, at halt tides, pours furiouſly, and with ſome noiſe, 
over this rock, and forms a vaſt variety of little whirlpools, 
ee on the ſide next the ocean. The ferry here, though 
in appearance very formidable, is yet fafe, by reaſon of the 
kill of the ferrymen in piloting their boats through it; and 
may be croſſed with ſafety, when ſome greater, and ſeemingly 
[mother ferries cannot. 


Volcanic Appearance. There are ſome appearances of this 
kind on part of the coaſt, There are ſtones of different ſpe- 
oies, 


24 
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cies, and metals, (many of them round), found, fink ! 
and cemented in the face of the rocks, as if placed by art, ed. 
Dr. Hervey, the Biſhop of Derry, and ſome other naturaliſts, Wl 5., 
who were on a tour through this country a few years ago, Kit 
aſſerted, that theſe appearances were certainly volcanic. They in 
evidently bear the traces of having been in an igneous ſtate at 
ſome diſtant period. 


Echoes and Caves. —There is a very remarkable echo, a lit, Wi ©: 
tle to the N. W. of the old Caſtle of Dunſtaffnage, yigg 
near Conil Ferry, 2 Engliſh miles to the N. W. of it. lt 
comes from an old chapel, where ſome of the apcient king 
of Scotland are ſaid to have been buried. It 1s near a rock, 
on the 8. ſide of it, one point of which ſtretches towards the 
chapel. If a man is placed on the one fide of the point, and 
ſpeaks, reads, or cries aloud, the ſound of his voice is heard 
on the other ſide, fo diſtinctly reverberated from the chapel, 
as to make him imagine it comes from a perſon within the 
chapel “. There have been many caves, but moſt of then 
are filled up by time. Urns have been found in ſeveral d 
them. There is a very remarkable one, in the face of a rock 
in the neighbourhood of Oban, narrow at the mouth, and ex. 
tending to an unknown length backwards. A collection d 
human bones and ſkulls ſtill remain in it f, 


Roach 


* It is affirmed, that gt ſome former period, a man contracted an illndy 
which terminated in death, by hearing a ſermon on mortality read to him by 
an alarming voice, in the duſk of the evening, from the oppoſite ſide of tht 
point, by a perſon who concealed himſelf, He believed the addreſs cams 
from one of the dead in the chapel. It warned him to prepare for death. 


+ The account giveu of this collection is this, as related to the author of thi 
article, by an old perſon till living in the neighbourhood : About 100 yea 
ago, a relation of this perſon, having taken ſome umbrage at his grandfatht 
left his houſe, with the purpoſe of revenge. He went to Ireland, and, ſome 


ca 
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m 72 Bridges, Ce. There is one great line of road finiſh- 
ar ed, from Conil Ferry to the extremity of the pariſh, on the 
ile, S., about 6 miles in length; another from Oban to Kilmore 
Kirk, acroſs the middle of the pariſh eaſtward, about 4 miles 
bey in length; and a third from Oban to Conil, running alſo eaſt- 
en ward. It is now the common road for carriages, &c. from 
Oban to Inveraray.— Bridges are thrown over wherever they 
are neceſſary. Theſe roads have all been made during the in- 
cumbency of the preſent miniſter, within theſe laſt 33 years, 
There are 4 principal inns, viz. at Oban, Conil, Claghchom. 
die“, and Kilmore, nigh the kirk, beſides ſeveral ſmaller 
ones, There is rather too much whiſky drunk in all of them, 


dingt 

rock, wb 

3 the Black Cattle and Horſes. —The breed of black cattle in this 
a {WY pariſh is of the beſt Weſt Highland kind. They are a good 


deal larger than thoſe in the North Highlands, and are much 


,apel, Wl *pproved of at market.—Such- as are bred by gentlemen of 
n the Wl property, bring from 41. 10s. to 51. 10s. a head; and ſome 
them i dave been ſold at 6L. and upwards. The cattle bred by the 
ral of tenantry, 
rock 

F years aſter, returned with a banditti of miſcreants, with whom he conſpired to 
id ex- : 

105 d kt fire to the village near Oban, in which his grandfather dwelt. On the ap- 
1 


pearance of the veſſel, which brought them before Oban, the inhabitants received 
tclligence of their intentions, and likewiſe of the crew being infected with 
Road the peſtilence ; on which the inhabitants collected a ſuperior force, watche'! their 

landing, apprehended them, and ſhut them up within the cave, * by the 
n illneh i bumanity of the young man's grandfather, they were (though cloſely guarded), 
him ed for ſome time, till they all died of the diſeaſe which they brought to land 
th them—A man, who died lately, once viſited this cave in his younger years, 
n the hopes of finding a treaſure in it; but found only a gold headed cane, and 


i large ſilver broach. Theſe, however, he afterwards returned, being haunted, 
ir of this I be believed, by Hectres, till he had done fo. The ſtory has a IIs 
00 yea Apect, but is eafily accounted for, by the force of imagination. 
adfather, * Claghchombie inn is ſituated where the roads from Oban to Inverary, and 
nd, ſome from Conil to Nether Lorn croſs, meet. It is not far from Kilmore, and was 

ven ' the common carriage road to Oban, till of late, that che lower one was finiſhed 
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tenantry, or lower claſs of people, are ſold from zl. 55, th 
31: 10s. at preſent“. The horſes are ſtronger than thoſe ig 
the North Highlands. They are exceedingly hardy and fit fot 
every kind of labour. Theit ſize is from 12 to 14 hands high; 
and they are ſtrongly made. 


Sheep and Swine. Sheep ſtocks are but lately introduced 
here. Hitherto they have anſwered very well. They are of 
the black faced kind, bred in Annandale, and the high grounds 
about Moffat. As they increaſe in numbers, they contribute 
much to wear off the heath; inſomuch, that ſeveral hills; 
covered with it about 3o years ago, have now got a beautiful 
ſarface of graſs ; although, alas! at the expence of reducing 
the number of the poor farmers ; many of the villages being 
quite depopulated. A. few perſons rear ſwine, i in fmall num- 
bers ; but they are not of a good quality. 


Wild Duadrupeds.—Quadrupeds of the wild kind, here, are 
fuch as are common in moſt parts of the Highlands of Scotland; 
a few roes, many hares, of the largeſt fize, wild cats, and 
few badgers and otters, which are numerous. The foxes are 
neatly extirpated. There are many pole-cats, and beautiful 
weaſels, beſides rats, mice, and moles. 


Birds.—Thereare moor-fowls, black and red; but not infuch 
numbers as formerly, owing to burning the heath, and the in- 
creaſe of the ſheep. There are alſo plovers, wild pigeons, crows 
and rooks ; the latter are become ſo numerous, as to be very 
deſtructive to the grain and potatoes. Of the migratory kind, 
we have wood-cocks, ſwallows, ſnipes, a few green plovers 


* Beef, from 3d. to 4d. per Ib.; mutton, 4d. to 5d.; veal, 3d.; lamb, 3d. io 
6d.; pork, 3d.; a gooſe 2s, 6d.; duck Is.; hens ſrom 6d, to 8d. ; 38% 
per dozen. 

2 
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i of ehen 4 of the ſmaller birds ſuch as are common FOES 
Scotland. We have alſo water fowls of various kinds. There 
tos WY is one kind of duck, of the migratory tribe, called the widgeon. 
They abound much in our bays. They appear about the be- 
ginning of winter, and migrate about the end of ſpring. If 


the end of autumn is ſevere and ſtormy, they appear ſome- 
ed times before winter. | 


Rents * Heritors —Ths. avec rent, as - ſtated i in 19 57. 
was 389l. 108. 4d. : the real rent may be at preſent about 
32801, There are 1 3 beritors, great and ſmall, in the pariſh, 
of whom only 4 reſide, Services are in a good meaſure abo« 
liked ; but t too * remain. 


Ecelofaftical State —The 4X. of Lilmore was built 
about 300 years ago. It was originally in the form of a ca- 
thedral, and continned ſo during the eſtabliſhment of Epiſcoa 
pacy in Scotland ; but, on the introduction ot Preſbytery, as 
the old building became decayed, a part of it was repaired, 
and reduced to the ſize of an ordinary large kirk, about 60 
feet long, and 20 broad. The kirk of Kilbride i is of a leſſer 
tif ſize, 40 feet i in length, and 16 in breadth. The walls of Kil- 
more church are very ſufficient : The roof and windows have 
received repairs at different times. It is poorly ſeated ; but 
aach there is reaſon to think, that the heritors will ſoon make up 
10 i this defect. The kirk of Kilbride is not ſo ſufficient in the. 
=_ Falls, as that of Kilmore ; and the ſeats are equally bad. It 
e verf lands greatly i in need of repairs, Neither of them have 
kind ureh-yards ; but it is propoſed to have them ſoon. Indeed, a 
e ſew excepted, the kirks in the Welt Hi ghlands are in a miſer- 
* ble condition, compared with thoſe in many other country 
partlbes in Scotland. But, as improvements of all kinds are 


b, 54.10 every where 2 on rapidly, we hope the churches, in this 
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part of the country, will ſoon come in for their ſhare.—T\; 
manſe was built in 1760 ; but it is very flight and inſufficient, 
It underwent ſome repairs not long ago; but it can never he 
made a good houſe. The ſtipend, on the admiſſion of the 
preſent incumbent, was ftated to him at 60 bolls and 3 
pecks of oatmeal, (9 ſtones per boll), and 39]. 75. 934. Ster. 
ling in money. The meal, at the old converſion of 104, 
Scotch per chalder, with the money, after deducing il. Ster. 
ling for communion elements included therein, reduces the 
ſtipend to 651. 128. 91d., together with a competent glebe.— 
The Duke of Argyll is patron.—The whole pariſh obſerve 
the rites of the Eſtabliſhed Church, excepting 2 or 3 families, 
who are of the Epiſcopal perſuaſion. There is 885 a ſingle 
family of the Seceſſion. + 
Sd 

Schools, There is one parochial ſchool kept at Kilmore, 
There is no ſchool-houſe ; but it is propoſed to build one ſoon 
The ſtated ſalary is 101. Sterling, with the intereſt of 1000 
merks Scotch : But this laſt ſum 1s on a precarious footing, 
there being reaſon to apprehend, that the intereſt will be r. 
duced. The number of ſcholars is fluctuating; in winter and 
ſpring from 30 to 40, ſeldom 50. The fituation is very cen- 
trical for a numerous ſchool ; and there have been at different 
periods very flouriſhing ſchools at this ſtation. . But, owing 
to the reduction of part of the funds which made up the fi. 
lary, the want of proper boarding places, and the ſhort con- 
tinuance of ſeveral of the teachers, the ſchool, for ſome yea 
back, has greatly declined. The quarterly payments fat 
teaching, are, Engliſh, 1s. ; ditto and writing, 1s. v4. ; aritt- 
metic, 2s. 6d. ; Latin, 2s, 6d. There is a flouriſhing cad 
at Oban, which will be noticed afterwards. There is ode 


charity ſchool in the iſland of Kerera, and one or more ſmallet 
4 ſchoolz 


Ver 
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The fchools, kept up at the expence of the inhabitants, in the re- 
ent. mote parts of che pariſh. 


the Poor.— The poor are ſupported chiefly by the inhabitants 
4 1 Ml of the parilh, They beg from door to door; but are not 
er. very troubleſome in this way, although the funds are by no 
oel. means adequate to their numbers and wants: The whole 
ter, amount, for many years, was from 121. to 14l., ariſing from 
- the we weekly collections, and from a ſmall mortifieation or two. 
. But of late 321. 2s. 33d. was added by the commiſſioners of 
ſerve WY the cuſtoms, 3ol. of which is laid out at intereſt, and the odd 
money (21. 25. 34d.) was diſtributed among the poor, at the 
time when the order was given by the commiſſioners. 


Population. The number of inhabitants has greatly in- 
creaſed within the laſt 5o years: For, notwithſtanding that many 
farms have been turned into grazings, yet ſuch is the ſpirit of 
improvement, in making roads, incloſures by ſtone walls 
and ditches, building houſes, &c. that the population, inſtead 
of diminiſhing, has increaſed above a third within that period. 

It is difficult, however, to aſcertain the exact number of the 
inhabitants of both theſe pariſhes, as they are in a very fluc- 
tuating ate, by many annually going to the Low Country, 
and from one part of this country to another ; but from the 


tro laſt years liſts“, there appeared to We at an average, of 
inhabitants, of all ages, 


Examin. perſons. Souls, 

In 1991, in Kilmore, about — = 700 
In 1991, in Kilbride, about - - 500 600 
In 1792, in Oban, — — S 0 586 
In all, 949 1886 

R 2 In 


The difference between this and laſt year's account (Onan r is 
very inconſiderable. 


133  Statiflical Account 


13 1755, the total number, as returned to Dr. Web- 
| ſer, was 2 — - 1 * - - 1200 


Increaſe, - 656 


Account of Bar rrsus and MARRIAGES, from 1ſt January 1783 
l to Iſt January 1792, in both pariſhes“ . 


Years. Baptiſms. Marriages. 
1784, . - 5 51 - - - * 12 
178585. B mY - TT 
PF 
3 J ͤ EE ER ori 


1788, - - - 46 - - - - 16 
1789, - - - 53 - 4 pe * 17 
T 799, 1 2 ” 52 - - - - I3 
1791, © 2 5 59 - - - - 10 


Manuffctures.— Of late a ſmall branch of the cotton ma« 
nufact ure was introduced into this quarter, by Mr. David 
Dart of Glaſgow ; but its progreſs has hitherto been greatly 
retarded by the dearth of fuel. That cauſe being now re 
moved, other gentlemen of enterpriſe and public ſpirit have i 
in contemplation, to eſtabliſh works of the ſame kind. 


VILLAGE of OBAN.—This village is ſituated on the N. W. 
fide of the pariſh, and covered from the Weſtern Ocean by tbe 
Id nd of Kertra. It has two entries, one from the S., aul 
one from the N. The firſt houſe of any conſequence in Oben 
was built about 80 years ago, by a trading company of Res- 
frew. They uſed the houſe as a ſtore-room ; Oban being 


conſidered, even then, a as one of the moſt convenient ſituatiors 
in 


* 


Tube above lifts are taken from October to Odober, according to the tt 
— —— is no liſt of burials kept 1 U 
did. 
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in this country for trade. The next building was a cuſtom- 
100 houſe, which was erected 28 years ago; Oban being reckoned 
— . proper place for clearing out veſſels for the herring filhery. 
It was ſoon after made the place of general rendezvous for 
the herring buſſes ; and for many years, they reſorted to it in 
great numbers, till other plzces of the ſame kind were ap- 
pointed. About the year 1778, the ſpirit of building aroſe 
in this village, and has been gradually increafing till the pre- 
ſent time. It was on that fide of Oban which belongs to the 
Duke of ARGYLL, that theſe buildings were firſt erected. But 
now, Mr. CAMPBELL of Dunflaffnage has feued out part of his 
property, for the ſame purpoſe, on the other fide ; and the 
demand for new lots daily increaſes. Behind the village, there 
is 2 ſhallow lake of ſome extent, with loping banks, which 
are cultivated for hay, corn, and garden ſtuffs. The lake 
might, at ſome expence, be drained. There is alſo a water 
that runs from it, into the ſea, and divides the Duke of Ar- 
gyll's farm from Dunſtaffnage's lands. 


Bay and Shipping. —The Bay of Oban is of a ſemicircular 
jorm, and from 12 to 24 fathom deep. It is large enough ta 
contain 500 fail of merchantmen. The anchorage is every 
where good. About 20 years ago, there were from 20 to 
zo veſſels regiſtered at Oban, which were chi-fly employed in 
the fiſheries; but, from the decreaſe of that trade cn the 
N. W. coaſt, the number of veſſels is now much ſmaller. 


Oban 5 
Ren- Still. however, there are from 15 to 20 floops employed in 
bein the filhing and coaſting buſineſs ; and one veſſel, from 250 to 
diors 50 tons, is employed in the Baltic trade. But the traders, 
in and inhabitants in general, labour under great inconvenience 
br want of a proper quay to diſcharge their goods. It is 
he tas voped this defect will ſoou be ſupplied. 
2 5 4 Church 
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Church propoſed. —It is intended to build a chapel of eaſe iy 
Oban, as the number of the inhabitants are rapidly increaſing 
inſomuch, that none of the pariſh churches can contain them, 
The building will be begun, as ſoon as proper funds are col. 
lected gfor that purpoſe, and for affording a competent ſalary 
to the preacher. 


School, There is a very good ſchool-houſe, It was built 
by the Duke of Argyll, aud the inhabitants; who make w 
a falary to the ſchoolmaſter of 20l. a year. His other ems. 
juments are conſiderable, The number of ſcholars, is ata 
average, from 40 to 50 through the year, 


Population of Oban.—The total number of families in 
Oban, 1s — — - — - — — 111 


The number of ſouls (as above noticed), is = - 5 
Of the different profeſſions, there are in this village, 

Clerks, = - - - 7 Baker, — - E23 
Slaters, - — - 5 Currier, - - 2 <_ 
Labourers, - - — 24 Tanners, - - » :. vp. 
Sawers, IDS... - - 7 Sailors, „ „ ae 
— (K 0 Jolners/; 5's 5 0 5 1 
Weavers, — — - - 17 Smiths, - - „5 „ 
Painter, - - «+ 2 Shoemakers, ». '» „„ 
—_— Merchants, — « 
Carpenters, — — > ol — 
Maſons, 2 © — ” 3 Total, » (1 


Barber, - - - - 1 
Improvemei 


Beſides theſe, there are a good many other tradeſmen ſcattered over the 
pariſn.— Men ſervants get from 51. to 61. per annum women, from 2. 
2). 10s. ;—day labourers, from 10d. to 14d. per day ;—maſons, 28. ;—Wright 
from 1s, 2d. to Is. 8d.,;—tailors, 8d., with maintenance, But tailors, ſhoemakety 
weavers, &c. when working by the piece, carn, at an average, from 16d. to 186 


per day; ſhip carpenters, 28.; and houſe Citto, from xs. 6d, to 18. 00. 
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Improvement of the Village. This village aroſe from a very 
{mall beginning. Till the cuſtom-houſe was built, it couſiſt- 
ed of only 2 or 3 houſes of mean appearance. But after the 
cuſtom-houſe was erected, and ſome trade began to ariſe, from 
the convenient ſituation of the bay, lying near the Weſtern 
Ocean, and in the vicinity of a populous country, the at- 
tention of the Duke of Argyll, Mr. Campbell of Dunſtaff- 
nage, and ſome other perſons particularly intereſted in the 
proſperity of the village, was attracted. They feued grounds 
for building to a very conſiderable extent; and a great addi- 
tion of buildings is to be made this year. If encouragement 
i given to the trade of the place, by erecting a quay, it will 
go on to increaſe to a very great height. We cannot omit 
mentioning here, with all due reſpect, two gentlemen, bro- 
thers, of the name of STEYENSON, who have contributed very 
much by their induſtry and activity, to the improvement and 
proſperity of Oban. They came to the place in 1778, in the 
line of plain tradeſmen; and, by their genius and ability, 
diſplayed in various branches of traffic, they have greatly im- 
proved their own fortunes, while they have at the ſame time 
promoted the good of the country at large : Oban, in parti- 
cular, may look on them as its founders ; for the elder bro- 
ther commenced, and ſucceſſively keeps up the buſineſs of 
ſhip-building ; a branch never attempted to any extent before 
in this country. And the younger brother employs alſo 
many artificers in houſe-building. In a word, Oban and its 
environs are fingularly indebted to them. 


Character of the People. The change in the circumſtances, 
the appearance, and the morals of the people of the lower 
claſs, in this pariſh, has been conſiderable, fince the preſent 
neumbent's admiſſion. In reſpe& of the firſt, three ſmall 
Villages, of tolerable black farm-houſes, were almoſt wholly 

ſtocked 


} 
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ſtocked with inhabitants, conſiſting of tenants and cottagen * 
The rents being then very moderate, the people lived com- be 
fortably in their line, though on ſimple fare, and in homely gua 
clothing. But, fince that period, the rents have been doubled, 

nay, in ſome parts tripled ; and many of their poſſeſſions hay q 
been taken by the more opulent : The lower tenants were, of pre 
courſe, obliged to remove and ſhift for themſelves. The aged, wy 


the feeble, and the poorer ſort, became cottagers ; but the not 
moſt vigorous, and by far the greateſt number, engaging in prel 
the public works, which were carrying on over the country 448 
to a very great extent, found means to ſubſiſt more comfort. il” 
ably. This circumſtance afforded them a very providentid 4% 
relief, and tended to prevent their being infected by the pre- ordi 
vailing ſpirit of emigration. As to their appearance, if we ſtru 
were to judge from the change in their dreſs and manner al hon 
living, (particularly of the workmen and ſervants), more ti 
_ eſpecially of the younger ſort, many of them have arrived at A 


ſuch a pitch of gaiety in the one, and of expence in the other, 
that their circumſtances would appear to be much improved: 
But there is reaſon to believe, the change is more to bes. 
ſcribed to their advance in luxury, than in opulence. It de- 
ſerves, however, to be remarked, that the old tenants have 
hardly made any alteration in their manner of living. The 
excurſions made to the Low Country, by the labourers and 
ſervants, may account, in a good meaſure, for their advance 
ment in luxury, in dreſs and living. Theſe excurſions have 
alſo made a conſiderable change on their language, and 01 
their demand for wages, perhaps little to their own advat- 
tage, and certainly not to that of their country. The hatt 
ſhip is particularly felt from the demands of houſehold ft 
vants, wizoſe high wages have become an intolerable grier 
ance. On account of their frequent intercourſe with the Los 


Country, they very ſoon learn the Engliſh language, 1ni0- 
mucl 


* 
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much that moſt of them can ſpeak it tolerably. But it is to 
be regretted, that they adulterate their native forcible lan- 
guage with Angliciſms, which produce a diſagreeable medley. 


Morals, —The people of this pariſh have been, ſince the 
preſent incumbent's admiſſion, as regular, on the whole, as 
my on the Weſtern Coaſt, Indeed, he has obſerved, that, 
not only within his own pariſh, but within the bounds of the 
preſbytery in general, there has been, fince his fitſt acquaint- 
ance with them, a very remarkable change to the better, in 
one very important part of duty, namely, in their attendance 
on, and decent behaviour at public worſhip, and at all religious 
ordinances. Moſt of them are likewiſe docile and fond of in- 
ſtruction : And few people are leſs ſubje& to religious divi- 
fions, A tincture of enthuſiaſm indeed, never before known, 
began of late years, to infect a certain corner within the 
bounds of this preſbytery, and to ſpread its baneful influence 
among a few individuals in the adjacent pariſh; but, by every 
appearance, it is now on the decline. The inhabitants, in 
general, are rational in their religion ; ſober, with a very few 
fxceptions ; laborious and induſtrious : The gentlemen are 
well bred, polite, diſcreet and hoſpitable, | 


Vor. XI. 8 N U M- 


OSS —— i — —— 
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NUMBER IX, 


PARISH OF GARTLY 


(County of Banff—Preſpytery of Strathbogie—Synod 97 
Moray.) | 


| Er the Rev, Mr. Jaurs Scorr, Minifter, 


Form and Extent. 


T HE pariſh of Gartly is of an oval form, though not 

very regular. It is about 12 Engliſh miles in length, 

from E. to W.; and 6 in breadth, from 8. to N., about the 
middle. 


River and Fiſh—lt i 1s divided nearly in the centre, by the 
rivulet Bogie; which, running in a ſerpentine form, alſo di- 
vides the counties of Banff and Aberdeen, as it falls to the 
N., and forms a very pleaſant ſtrath, from which this county 
derives its name, Strathbogie. Its banks are moſtly covered 
with aller; apd it abounds with excellent yellow trouts, and 
ſalmon in the ſpawning ſeaſon. 


Surface and Soil, Ee. — The boundaries of this pariſb, both 
foes and Sol 1 


1 00 


the 
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the E. and W. ſides, are hilly, and moſtly covered with heath; 
In theſe hills there is plenty of moſs, which not only ſupplies 
the inhabitants of the pariſh, but alſo the town of Huntly, 
with fuel. From theſe hills ſeveral ſmall brooks fall into the 
Bogie. The vallies, ſupplied by theſe brooks, are very fer- 
tile, as well as the lands on the different ſides of the Bogie, 
when properly cultivated, though in general rather late. 


Cultroation and Produce.— The cultivation of the ſoil has 
been annually more and more attended to, fince the year 1770 
At that time there were only two gentlemen farmers, (both 
of whom had been in the army), who had a field in turnips 
or ſown graſs ;* whereas now there is not one, who has not 
more or leſs of his farm under theſe crops. One of theſs 
gentlemen, who firſt ſet the example, and who is ſtill reſident 
in the pariſh, is now carrying his improvements ſtill farther, 
by introducing horſe-hoeing ; whereby he raiſes moſt lux- 
uriant crops of cabbages and turnips. The crops are, bear, 
eats, peaſe, and potatoes; and the returns fram theſe do much 
more than ſupply the wants of the pariſh. : 


Cattle. The lands are now moſtly tilled with horſes, 
which are of different ſizes, fitted for the different ways they 
are employed; and are in number above 340. The black 
cattle here are generally ſmall, but of a very tight Highland 
breed, and about 1,500 in number. The ſheep are alſo of 
2 {mall kind, and in number betwixt 4,200 and 5, ooo. 


Minerals. There is a lime quarry in the pariſh, but ſo deep, 
and expenſive to work, that the farmers, rather than dig ſtone 
from it, chooſe to bring their lime from the diſtance of 4 or 
5 miles, There is alſo a very fine ſlate quarry in the parith. 

82 . 


— — —— — 
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The flates found in it are of a dark blue coloyr, and ver 
durable and light. 


Proprietor and Rent. — The Duke of Gordon is ſole Pro. 
prietor of the pariſh. The yearly rent is about 1,600. Ster. 
ling; and the valued rent 2,080l. Scotch. 


Population. The number of inhabitants, about 10 year; 
ago, was greater than it is at preſent. This decreaſe can only 
be imputed to the principal tenants extending their farms 
and removing their cottagers. Within theſe 40 years, hoy. 
ever, it has increaſed conſiderably, as appears from the fol. 
lowing table : N 


PoruLAaTIon TABLE of the Pariſh of GarTLY. 


Number of ſouls in x783, - 20c0 Annual average for the laſt 10 year, 

Ditto in 1793, & 7 1800 Of births, - — > i 

— marriage, - =» -« | 

' Decreaſe in 10 years, 200 — burials, - — % 
— 

Number of ſouls in 1755, - 1328 | 

— * Several of theſe are from other 


Increaſe. in 38 years, 472 pariſhes ' 


Wages.—Day labourers, in winter, get 6d. per day; i 
ſummer, $4. ; in autumn, 18., with their victuals. Men fer- 
vants receive, per annum, from 61. to yl. Sterling: Women 
ſervants, by the year, from 21. 10s. to 3l., and herds in pro- 
portion. Country wrights, that go from houſe to houſe, ge 
6d. per day in winter, and 8d. in ſummer, with their vifuals 
Tailors receive 6d., beſides their maintenance. 


Church and School. — The kirk was built in the year 1621, 


and was lately repaired very ſubſtantially, A new manſe * 
built 
7 
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built in the year 1756: Both it and the ſchool-houſe are in 
good repair. The ſtipend is not quite 60l. Sterling. The 
Duke of Gordon is patron. 


Poor.— The poor's funds are from about 15ol. to 2001. 
The number of poor on the roll is from 20 to 23 ; among 
whom are divided from 241. to 271. annually, ariſing from 
the collections, intereſt on the funds, mortcloth, &c. ; befides 
occaſional ſupplies to ſome neceſſitous perſons not on the roll. 


Diſeaſes and Character, Oc. lt cannot be ſaid, there is any 
diſeaſe peculiar to this pariſh ; but ſeveral of its inhabitants 
are affected with ſcrofulous and gravelliſh complaints *.. 
They are, in general, induſtrious, orderly, and well affected 
to govefnment.— There are two licenſed diſtillers in the 
pariſh. 


NUMBER 


* Inſtances of longevity are not uncommon. A farmer, named Jonx Fxx- 
RIER, died at Kirkney, in this ariſh, in the year 1788, aged 102. The only 
antiquity in the pariſh is an old ruin, called the Place of Gartly. 


— 


r 
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NUMBER X. ore, 


PARISH OF KILWINNING. . 


oun 
(County of Ayr—Preſoytery of Irvine Sn of Glas er 
and Ayr. * 


Ay the Rev. Mr. Thonas PolLock. or 1 


Origin of the Name. 


HE KELZDEESs, or CULDEEs, are ſuppoſed to have ben on 

| originally Chriſtian Britons ; and, about the latter end Pula! 
of the third century, to have fled into this country, to avoi 
the barbarous and inhuman cruelties, inflicted upon the Chri- 
tians, during the perſecution under Diocleſan the Roman En- 
peror. They were ſaid to have been diſtinguiſhed for the 
great learning, extraordinary piety, exemplary decency a 
purity of life and manners; and, as miniſters of religion 
being unwearied in the faithful diſcharge of their duty, the 
were univerſally held in the higheſt eſteem and veneration, 
From their retired and ſolitary way of living, their uſu hari 
places of refidence were called cell; and, after their deaths 
were turned either into pariſh churches, or monaſteries. Theft We; 


religious houſes were often dedicated to the memory, and 
| bor 
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ore the name of the Keledee, who had been born, or educated, 
buried in, or near ſuch places. From Cella Winning, there- 
ore, it is highly probable this pariſh takes its name. There 
a well, at no great diſtance from the manſe, called Winning's 
Pell ; and a fair, held annually, on the firſt day of February, 
; called Winning's-day Fair. Not many years after the erec- 
on of the monaſtery, Kilwinning, all over this part of the 
ountry, was called Sazg-town ; and, by this name, it is ſtill 
ery well know to the inhabitants. Saig-toun is evidently a 
orruption of Sainta-toun. From the mortified and contemp- 


ions, and other religious exerciſes, and from their reputation 
or learning and knowledge, they were regarded by the ſu- 
erſtitious, ignorant, and credulous laity, as an order of ſu- 
erior beings. Nothing, therefore, could be more natural, 
han to call the place, where perſons of ſuch characters lived, 
Saig-town, or the Town of the Saints, It ought alſo to be 
bler ved, as it very ſtrongly marks the ſpirit and manners 
ff thoſe dark ages, that the fairs, in all the towns and villages 
nefted with the monaſtery, were named after ſome parti- 
ular faint, who was afterwards accounted the protector or 
telar ſaint of the place: Such as, St. Anthony, St. Colm, or 
olumba, St. Margaret, St. Bride, or Bridget. The days on 
hich theſe fairs are held, are ſtill called after the ſaint whofe 


2 ic they bear; as, Colm's-day, Margaret u day, 5c. 

N 

gion, Situation and Extent. It is fituated in Cunninghame, one 
the) Wet the diſtricts or ſubdiviſions of the county of Ayr, and is 


ſeparated from the Weſt Coaſt, oc Iriſh Sea, by part of the 
pariſhes of Iryine and Stevenſtown. It is ſuppoſed to be 9 
Eogliſh miles in length, and, in ſome parts of it, not much 
gels in breadth. The figure, however, it forms, is very irre- 


pariſhes 


ative lives of the monks, from the frequency of their devo- 


r 


alar, being in ſeveral places interſected by the neighbouring 
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pariſhes, There is no map of the pariſh, nor has any reguly 
meaſurement ever been made of it. For this reaſon, the pre, 
eiſe number of acres it contains cannot be aſcertained, 


General Appearance.—It riſes - alias from the W. an 
8. and S. W., to the E. and N. E. In both theſe direction, 
it terminates in what may be reckoned high lands, but with. 
out any intervening high hill, or mountain, The face of the 
pariſh is beautifully diverſified, by theſe eaſy, natural rifing, 
which ſlope gently towards the ſea. The ſummits of many of 
them, and particularly of ſuch as are in the more immediate 
neighbourhood of the town, were planted by the late Earl d 
EGLINTOUNE, The greater part of theſe plantations, being 
rather more than 40 years old, give a rich and very highly 
cultivated appearance to this part of the country, 


Climate, Diſcaſes, and Longevity. —The frequent, and ſome- 
times heavy rains that fall here, are probably owing to the 
pariſh being ſo very near the ſea, and to its ſituation with reſped 
to Kintyre to the Iſlands of Arran, of Bute, and the other 
| Weſtern Iſles. The atmoſphere, by theſe rains, is often ren- 
dered thick and cloudy. The denſer parts of the clouds, hon. 
ever, being attracted by the high hills on the S. and N., the 
air is, for the moſt part, drier and purer, than in thoſe pariſhes 
which are near or contiguous to theſe high hills. The rains 
therefore, which fall here, though frequent, and at times 
ſevere, are not known to produce any malignant epidemici 
diſorders, Diſeaſes of this kind are, almoſt always, brought 
into the pariſh from its intercourſe with other places, eithe! 
nearer or more remote; and they are even leſs malignant, 
not ſo fatal, as in thoſe parts from which they are brought. 
From this peculiar wholeſomeneſs and purity of the air, tit 


inhabitants are, in general, very healthy. Many of then 
| N lige 
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lire to a very advanced age. Within theſe 40 years, ſeveral 
have died conſiderably above 80. During this period, a man 
died at 91, and a woman at the very great age of 104, There 
are now living 2 men of 85, one of 91, and not a few per- 
ſons, of both ſexes, between 70 and 82. 


Small Pox.— This diſeaſe, it muſt be acknowledged, is a 
melancholy exception to theſe facts. It rages here, at times, 
with the utmoſt violence, and 1s often extremely fatal. In 
the ſummer and autumn of 1791, upwards of go children 
had the natural ſmall pox, and more than one half of them 
died. The chin-cough and natural ſmall pox not unfrequent- 
ly prevail at the ſame time. When this happens, as was the 
caſe at the above period, the ravages committed by this laſt 
diſeaſe, are truly dreadful. The coincidence of theſe diſeaſes 
might, in a great meaſure, be prevented by inoculation. But 
though in this, and in every other reſpect, inoculation is at- 
tended with the happieſt conſequences, it is only practiſed 
here in two or three families. From ignorance, and the 
moſt ſupeſtitious prejudices, the parents, regardleſs, or in- 
ſenſible of conſequences, inſtead of inoculating their children, 
crowd into thoſe houſes in which the diſeaſe is of the moſt 
malignant nature, and at a time when it is the moſt infectious. 
The very worſt kind of this dangerous and loathſome diſeaſe 
is, in this manner, communicated and ſpread, and thouſands 
of valuable lives are loſt to the community. This impious 
preſumption, theſe illiberal and groundleſs prejudices, are not 
peculiar to this pariſh; in every other country pariſh in Scot- 
land, the great bulk of the people think and a& pretty much 
in the ſame way. It is well known, at leaſt to the clergy, 
that every argument in ſupport of inoculation, however con- 
cluive or ſelf-evident, makes no impreſſion upon their minds. 
To make a law, obliging all perſons, without diſtinction, to 

Vol, XI, Wo OK T | inoculate 


—  — 
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inoculate their children, would be thought inconſiſtent with 
the liberty of Britiſh ſubjects, and even with the comma 
principles of humanity. But as the proſperity, nay the ver 
exiſtence of every country, is inſeparably connected with the 
number of its inhabitants, ſomething certainly ought to be 
attempted, to render, if poſſible, inoculation in Scotland more 
general than it is at preſent. With a view to this, the fol. 
towing outlines of a ſcheme are humbly propoſed. 


1/t, That by an act of parliament, all the ſurgeons in Scot- 
land be appointed, under certain penalties, to keep regular 
ſeparate liſts, both of theſe children who are inoculated by 
them, and of thoſe under their care, who take the diſeaſe in 
the natural way; and to ſtate the preciſe number of ſuch a 
die of the inoculated, and of the natural ſmall pox. 
2dly, In order to fix, with the utmoſt certainty, the exad 
number of thoſe children who. take the natural ſmall pox, 
that all parents be appointed, by the ſame authority, and un- 
der the ſame penalties, to inform their family ſurgeons, even 
of ſuch of their children, as have the diſeaſe in ſuch a ft 
vourable way as not to need the aſſiſtance of a ſurgeon. 

. 3dly, That thoſe liſts be figned, and ſent to Edinburgh, 


once every year, or oftener, if it ſhall be judged neceſlary; 


and printed under the particular direction of government. 

4thly, That when printed, theſe liſts ſhall be immediately 
tranſmitted to the magiſtrates and olergy of every town, and 
to the juſtices of the peace, and the clergy of every country 
pariſh, to be by them diſtributed, and made as univerſally 
known' as poſhble among the people. 

5thly, That a ſalary to the ſurgeons, adequate to tbeit 
trouble, be eſtabliſhed by government; as well as a fund for 
inoculating the child--n of the poor. 


5 A ſeries 


A ſeries of facts, thus clearly and fully ſtated and authen- 


With 
* ticated, will, by degrees, it is hoped, convince even the moſt 
ver ignorant and prejudiced of the propriety and neceſſity of ino- 


de culation ; and, at laſt, make them readily and cheerfully fall 
ob Wl in with a practice ſo wonderfully calculated, under Gop, to 
preſerve life, 


Lakes, Minerals, and Mineral Waters, —There is only one 
lake in the pariſh, called the Aſben- yard Loch, It abounds in 
Wl excellent pikes and perches.— There are quarries of free-ſtone 
nl; WY in different parts of the pariſh. Some of theſe ſtones are of a 
TY KG) fine quality; and are carried in conſiderable quantities to 
Irvine, and to ſeveral other places in the neighbourhood. 
þ + WM Lime-ſtone, of the very beſt kind, and in very great plenty, 

is to be found in almoſt every quarter and diviſion of the pa- 
n fill. —There is one chalybeate ſpring cloſe by the town; from 
pox, the uſe of which, perſons, labouring under nervous complaints, 
un. lave received confiderable benefit. 


** Collieries.— There are three collieries in the pariſh, viz. 

Ealer Dowra, belonging to Lord Lifle, which lets at 140l. 
gb, ber annum. At this work from 12 to 16 colliers are em- 
1j; ployed. Laigh Fer gus-hill, belonging to the heirs of the late 
Mr. MDowal, which is at preſent under leaſe, for a year, at 
tool, Menk-greenan, the property of Mr, Bowman of Aſh- 
grove. From 4 to 6 men are here uſually employed. It is 
let at xol. a year. From the two firſt of theſe coal-works, 
there is ſtill an exportation to Ireland, from the port of Ir- 
vine, This trade, however, is now very trifling and inconſi- 
derable, compared to what it was formerly. 


State of Property.—The valued rent of the pariſh is 630l. 
Scotch ; The real yearly rent is thought to be about 60001, 
T 2 Sterling ; 
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Sterling; and the rent of the houſes in the town 4751. 163 
The Earl of Eglintoune is proprietor of more than a third 
part of the lands of the pariſh. There are 8 other conſider. 
able proprietors; 4 of whom refide in it; and 60 ſmall pro, 
prietors, called feuers, 15 of whom are non-refiding. There 
have been 


New houſes built, within theſe ro years, - - 6 "of 
Houſes pulled down, and rebuilt on a much neater and more commodious 
plan than formerly, — — — - - A 16 
Weavers fhops new built, — - - 2 E774 SY 
The number of farms is - - - - - 154 
The ſize of the farms is reckoned to be from 15 to upwards of 100 acres. 
Number of houſes in the town, - - - ” 18; 
Average rent yearly, - - . - — 21. 123 
Uninhabited houſes*, © - — — — * 1 


Rivers and Fiſh, Ge.— There are 2 rivers in the pariſh, 
Garnock and Lugton. The laſt of theſe riſes in the pariſh of 
Neilſton in Renfrewſhire, It runs through a great part of 
this pariſh, and falls into the Garnock, about an Engliſh mile 
below Eglintoune Caſtte. There is plenty of very fine trouls 
in it. Garnock, by far the moſt conſiderable of theſe 2 rivers, 
has its ſource in the high hills in the pariſh of Kilbirney, 
about the diſtance of 10 Engliſh miles from the town of 
Kilwinning. After running for ſome miles through this pe- 
riſh, it falls into the Iriſh Sea at the harbour of Irvine. It is 
well ſtored with ſalmon, and with different kinds of excellent 
trouts. The ſalmon fiſhing, in this river, is at the beſt in the 
month of July; and is the excluſive property of Lord Eglin- 


toune, from about one fourth of a mile above the town, to 


where the river falls into the ſea. Like all rivers which 


have their ſources in very elevated ſituations, it is liable to 
fudden 


* Theſc 2 houſes are in the pariſh, In the town, the houſes are all inhabited 
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zaen inundations*. On this river, and alſo on the Lugton, 
here are ſome fituations extremely proper for erecting cotton 
nills, There is a plentiful and conſtant ſupply of the very 
ft water for all kinds of machinery; a populous and highly 
Itivated country, in the near neighbourhood of ſome good 
market towns ; oatmeal, the ordinary food of the labouring 
eople, is cheaper by 1d., and ſometimes by 2d. a peck, than 
n Glaſgow and Paiſley ; and all other kinds of proviſions are 
n the ſame proportion, 


Roads and Bridges, —There are 4 turnpike roads in the 
periſh, Theſe were originally made and kept in repair by 
he ſtatute labour. This was exacted formerly in kind; but, 
or more than 20 years, it has, by an act of parliament, been 
onverted 1nto money. Every farm, whether in tillage or in 
zraſs, pays at the rate of 3d. Sterling for every pound Scotch 
ff valued rent; and every houſcholder, who does not occupy 
and to the amount of 121. Scotch of valued rent, pays 3s. 
pterling yearly. Such poor families as produce a certificate 
o the collector, from the miniſter, of their inability to pay 
this tax, are exempted from payment. The average annual 
mount of the money levied for ſtatute labour is 991. This 
lum being ſufficient for making the roads, and keeping them 
In proper repair, there is no toll levied, nor any toll-bar 
erected in the pariſh. Unfortunately, the 4 roads are almoſt 
in the very extremities of the W. and S. W. parts of the pa- 
riſh. 


, to * On the 19th of September 1790, there was a very remarkable inundation. 
ich be river roſe 4 feet higher, than ever it was known to have done at any former 
, to period. This flood did great damage to the growing corns, and carried into 
; the ſea great quantities of ſuch as were cut down. The town lies on both ſides 
ol che river; and the lower parts of it were laid almoſt quite under water. As 
tus i inundation happened in the night, many of the inhabitants were in the greateit 
tel ger, and had juſt time to eſeape with their lives, 
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Tiſh, The other roads, not included in the preſent act of pa. 


R 
liament, are totally neglected, and are next to impaſſable fg turm 
more than three fourths of the year. One of them, leading inclo 


from the town to the very eaſtern boundary of the pariſh, aul 
nearly through the very middle of it, is about 6 Englif 
miles long. This line of road, the very worſt, perhaps, in 
the whole county, is eſſentially neceſſary to every agriculturd 
improvement in the pariſh ; and, if made, would open a com- 
munication between this part of the country and Glaſgon, 
ſeveral miles nearer than the preſent line by Irvine and Sten. 
artown. It is, therefore, moſt earneſtly requeſted, that whe 
a new county road bill, is applied for, this road may be pat 
ticularly included 1n it, 


Birds, Plants, Woods and Soil. — The migratory birds ae 
the cuckoo, the wood-cock, the bulfinch, and the green an 
gray plover.—There is no curious plant to be found hen 
The greater part of the pariſh being cultivated, no rare ind 
genous plants are to be met with, except a few of the Crypt 
gamia of Linnzus.—There are no natural woods in the paril 
Befides the very extenſive plantations, the property of Lon 
Eglintoune, there are ſeveral other plantations in differen 
parts of the pariſh, and ſome very 'fine full-grown old tre 
of aſh, plane, beech and elm. The weather on the whole « 
this welt coaſt is often very variable. There are frequent. 
very quick tranſitions from heat to cold, from froſt to rail 
Theſe tranſitions, attended ſometimes with violent S. W. ant 
W. winds, are hurtful to vegetation. Trees, in general, an 
eſpecially all ſuch trees as are of the reſinous kinds, ſuffer ve!) 
much from them. About one half of the pariſh is a ſtiff, we! 
clay ſoil, and the other a light ſand and loam. | 


Rent 
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Pate Rents, Agriculture, c. + The average rent of the 
e iu arms, per acre, is 18s. The whole of the pariſh is 
ding: cloſed with hedge and ditch. Such of the hedges as 
, and | are 


1 By way of contraſt to the preſent improved ſtate of the pariſh, it 
nay not be improper to inſert the rent, mode of cultivation, prices of privi- 
n, Uc. Oc. that took place about 50 years ago. In the year 1742, the 
verage rent of an acre was 3s. The pariſh was then wholly unincloſed, 
xcepting an incloſure or two about Eglintoune Caſtle. .The farmers 
plowed with 4, and ſometimes with 6 horſes, and 3 men. The buſineſs of 
ff the third man, it was pretended, would keep the plough ſteady, and prevent its 
farting aſide, or going out of the ſtraight line. The ridges were exceſſively 
road, and raiſed very high in the middle. Nearly two thirds of every ridge 
ere leſt, in a great meaſure, without any of the ſoil, and even the very little 
at remained being, during the winter, almoſt covered with water, was ſoured, 
nd conſequently in a ſtate that produced very little, either of graſs or grain. 
Ivery farm was conſidered as divided into 0UTFIFLD and INESIELD, or, as this laſt 
called, the croft. The infield, or the crofc, was in proportion to the ſize of 
te farm, from 6 to 16 acres. It was kept conſtantly in tillage. The courſe of 
rope was, Iſt, bear; 2d, peaſe and beans ; 3d, oats; then dunged for bear. The 
utheld was never manured. It was divided into two parts, cropt with oats 2 
and paſtured 2. This was the general practice. There were ſome who cropt 
2 years, and paſtured 3. Produce from 14 to 2 county bolls. This produce 
bid little more, (if ſo much), than to defray the expences of ſeed and labour 
gere was no ſown graſs; conſequently no hay, except in ſome ſew farms, a 
coarſe meadow hay. From this ſlovenly and abſurd mode of management, 
de paſture was extremely ſcanty, and of a very poor quality. There were no 
uent arts, The produce of the farm was brought to market in ſacks on horſeback. 


0 ic dung was carried to the croſt in ſmall creels on horſeback, or in ſledges. 

V. a *0ugh the ſoil was wet, and entirely without any ſhelter, every farm kept a 

1. an number of ſheep. The number varied according to the extent of 
7 


e farm. They were conſtantly houſed at night. The wool they produced 
coarſe, and in very ſmall quantities. There were very few milk cows. 
fo their ignorance of a dairy, the profits the farmers made of the few cows 
fe kept, were extremely inconſiderable. Skimm'd milk cheeſe was the only kind 


i imported from Ireland, Lime was very little known, and ſtill leſs uſed as a 
ure. There were no potatoes planted, except perhaps a very few in a gar- 
d, or in the corner. of a field. 


Rent 
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& knew how to make. The little ſweet milk cheeſe which was then uſed, 
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are kept clean, and otherwiſe properly attended to, thrive e; 
tremely well, and become, in a few years, a very ſtron 
fence, On ſome farms, trees are planted in the hedges, | 
is much to be regretted, that this mode of incloſing was ng 
more generally practiſed. Theſe hedge rows, beſides the 
warmth and ſhelter which they afford, embelliſh and enrich 
to a very great degree, the whole face of the country. Wh 
ever reluQance and averſion, from ignorance or prejudic 
the farmers might, at firſt, diſcover to incloſing, they no 
feel and acknowledge its advantages, and conſequently 
univerſally fond of it. Diſregarding the former abſurd diy 
ſion into outfield and infield, or croft, farms are now divic 
into 3 or 4 incloſures, as nearly equal as poſſibly can be don 
Such farms as are divided into 3 incloſures, or, as they « 
commonly called, brea#s, the tenant, by his leaſe, is bount 
under a certain ſtipulated penalty, to plow one only of the 
at a time; to crop 3 years, and paſture 5. The 4th year 
is cut for hay. The principal crop is oats. He ſows betwes 
6 and 7 buſhels an acre: Reaps, at a medium, from 5 to 
bolls. On a clay ſoil, or a rich loam, beans are ſown, at tl 
rate of between 5 and 6 buſhels an acre. The average pn 
duce is 7 bolls, 5 buſhels to the boll. Four buſhels bear pn 
duce 5 polls, 8 buſhels to the boll. There is however v 
little bear now ſown, and no wheat nor barley, and but! 
beans. The almoſt univerſal crop in the pariſh is oats. 80 lor a 
time in the month of Auguſt it is limed on the ſward ; a 
about a fortnight or three weeks before plowing, whats 
dung the farmers have, is laid out, and ſpread over the lit 
The price of lime at the draw-kill, is from 44d. to 5d. a 
ſhel. The ground is ſown down the zd year with rye-g 
and clover, at the rate of 3 buſhels rye-graſs an acre, 
from 6 1b. to 10 lb. red and white clover. The produce ed oz 


from 150 to 260 ſtones, 24 Engliſh Ibs. to the ſtone. Fail 
diyid 
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divided into 4 incloſures, are managed preciſcly in the ſame 
way; with this only difference, that every incloſure reſts 
years inſtead of 6.— The Scotch plough, of the lighteſt and 
beſt kind, is generally uſed; and it is drawn by 3, and ſome- 
times by 4 horſes, with a man and a boy. The price of the 
plough is from 258. to 30s. When the ſeaſon happens to be 
uncommonly dry, oats and beans begin to be ſown about the 
middle of March; but, in general, very little is ſown before 
the month of April. Bear continues to be ſown, from about 
the beginning to the latter end of May, There 1s no general 
harveſt till about the firſt, and ſometimes the ſecond week of 
September. It is moſtly over about the latter end of October. 
By far the greateſt part of the hay and harveſt work is done by 
women, at from 1s. to 15d. a day, without victuals. When 
hired till the whole of the grain is cut down, which is the 
more general practice, they have from 255. to 308., with 


board. 


Failure of the Crop in 11482, — Different cauſes, no doubt, con- 
tributed to this failure, in different parts of the country : But 
in this pariſh, and in others immediately on the ſea coaſt, the 
chief cauſe of its failure was owing to a very ſevere welt 
wind, about the middle, or towards the latter end of the 
month of Auguſt, which continued with the utmoſt violence 


. Soutor a conſiderable time. The corns had their roots looſened, 
d; and were otherwiſe much damaged by this ſtorm. From be- 


s in general very green, when it happened, in a few days 
aterwards they grew white, but never filled. Snow alſo, in 


ch parts of the pariſh as were at the greateſt diſtance from 
ye-guntne fea, fell earlier, and in greater quantities, than ever had 


Xen Known at that ſeaſon of the year. A. boll of well ripen- 
oats yields, at an average, from 17 to 20 pecks of meal, 


Ws even, ſometimes, more: But, in 1782, the boll of oats, 
Vor. XI. U * 


> a mY * —— \ Dads. onda; Td © 
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of 16 pecks, yielded only from 10 to 12 pecks of meal, The 
price of the peck of meal that year, was from 14d. to 184, 
The pariſh produces grain almoſt equal to the conſumption of 
its inhabitants, though more than one third of it be in 
paſture. 


Paſturage, Oc. —In a wet clay ſoil, it generally takes; 
acres to feed a milk cow; but, in a light dry ſoil, 14, or at 
moſt 2 acres, are ſufficient, The weight of a milk cow i 
from 16 to 20 ſtones; the average produce from 4]. to (|, 
For graſs to a horſe, 50s.; for ditto to a milk cow, from 30x, 
to 40s. There is a great quantity of ſweet milk cheeſe mad: 
in the pariſh, and of the very beſt quality; for which there iz 
a conſtant demand in Glaſgow and Paiſley, and of late in 
Edinburgh. Every farmer has one, or more, one-horſe carts, 
worth from 51. to 81, 


Potatoe Huſbandry, Gc.—Potatoes are raiſed by horſe-hoe. 
ing, and are planted at the diſtance of 3 feet between the rows, 
and 6 inches from plant to plant in the rows. The ground 
is dunged at the rate of from 50 to 70 carts an acre, It gets 
5 plowings; the 2 firſt with 3 horſes, and the other 3 with 
2 and 1 horſe, The planting and raiſing coſts from 88. to 
10s. The potatoes are commonly raiſed with the ſpade, in- 
ſtead of the plough, owing to the heavy rains, which generally 
ſet in at the time they are raiſed. The produce 1s from 3? 
bolls an acre, and upwards ; the average price 6d. a peck. 4 
potatoe crop is reckoned an excellent fallow for oats or beat, 
Lord Eglintoune has, under his own management, a very es. 
tenſive farm, the greater part of which is of a light ſand) 
ſoil. The high broad ridges are now reduced to low ridges, a 
8 fect each. One year before it is broken up, it is limed® 


the ſward, at the rate of from 80 to 150 boils an acre. Ti* 
| rotatis 
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rotation of crops is, the 2 firſt years oats, ; the 3d, a fallow, 
or a horſe-hoed crop of potatoes and turnips. This crop is 
dunged, at the rate of 60 carts an acre. The 4th year barley, 
and ſometimes oats, It 1s then laid down with naturat graſs 
ſeeds, and clover and rye - graſs, and allow ed to reſt from 5 to 10 
years. The produce is from 6 to 1c bolls an acre. Compoſts 
of dung, earth and lime are ſpread on the field in the 2d and 
zu years after it has been laid down. Cattle, fed on the farm, 
clear from 208. to 308. an acre. There are now only 3 malt 


kilns, 


Prices of Proviſions, The average priceof oatmeal, for theſe 
laſt 20 years, has been 114d. a peck ; beef, per pound, 4xd.; veal, 
4d. ; lamb, 3d. ; pork, from 44d. to 5d.; ſweet milk cheeſe, 
from 5 Ad. to 6d.; ſæimm'd milk ditto, from 24d. to 4d.; butter, 
g8d.; eggs, per dozen, from 4d. to 0d.; a hen, from 18. to 
Is. 4d. ; a duck, from gd. to 18. 1d. ; candles, per pound, 16 
ounces, 74d. ; hard foap, 8d. ; ſoft ditto, 6d. ; a pair of ſhoes, 
6s, For the preſent prices of labour, ſee the table of profeſ- 
hons, &c. pages 160 and 161. 


U 2 


Manner 


From the very imperfe& ſtate of agriculture in 1742, and for ſeveral 
years afterwards, the price of oatmeal was variable and uncertain. 
lometimes as high as 18d. a peck, and again ſo very low as 5d. a peck. The 
prices of butter, and other proviſions, per Ib. (24 Engliſh ounces to the lb.), were 
butter 3d. ; beef, from 12d. to 15d.; veal, 2d.; lamb, 1 d.; mutton, 13d.; 
kimm'd milk cheeſe, 11d.; candles, 16 ounce to the Ib, 4d; hard ſoap, 4d.; ſoſt 
Citto, 3d.; eggs, a dozen, 1d. ; a hen, from 3d. to 4d.; a duck, 4d. ; a pair 
of ſhoes, from 28. to 25. 6d.; a load of coals, (8 loads in the ton), 6d. ; bear, 
per boll, (8 Wincheſter buſhels per boll), from gs. to ros. ; malt ditto, from 10s. 
to 138. 4d. The wages of a male farm ſervant were from 35s. to 40s. per an n. 
of a female ditto, from 26s. to 30s. Domeſtic female ſervants had the ſame 
Wages. There were no domeſtic male ſervants, except ſuch as were in livery. 


The wages of a day labourer were 35d. or 4d. with his maintenance; and 8d. 
ithout it, 


It was 
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Manner of Living, Cc. It is to be obſerved, that, not. 
withſtanding the very great riſe of rents, and of ſervants 
wages, the farmers live much more comfortably, and make a 
more decent and reſpectable appearance, than they did 50 
years ago“. Their rents are more regularly and punCtually 
paid, and there are fewer bankruptcies, or failures among 
them. There is, however, a ſtill greater, and more ſtriking 
difference, in the dreſs and manner of living of the tradeſmen, 
than of the farmers. A good deal of Englith broad cloth 1s worn 
by the men; and both miſtreſſes and ſervant-maids, (for in 
point of dreſs there is little difference between them), have 
their ſilk cloaks and bonnets, their muſlin and calico gowns; 
their ribbons and flounced petticoats, with cotton and thread 
ſtockings. Tradeſmen do not live nearly ſo much on oatmeal 
as they did in 1742. There is ſcarcely one of their families 
in which tea, with wheaten bread, is not uſed for breakfaſt; 
and very few that do not drink it in the afternoon. Farmers, 
tradeſmen, and day-labourers, live a good deal on butcher 
meat, with potatoes. In 1792, upwards of 200 fatted cows 
were made uſe of, beſides veal, lamb, and pork. 


Leaſes, 


* In 1742, the men wore ſtrong coarſe cloth; the greater part, if not the 
whole, of which was ſpun in their own families, and woven and dreſſed in the 
pariſh, Knit woollen ſtockings were then only beginning to be uſed by a few 
of the men. Plaiding hoſe were till the general wear. There were no hats; 
bonnets were univerſally in uſe,—The wives of ſome of the more wealthy and 
ſubſtantial ſarmers, and tradeſmen, had ſilk plaids; but by far the greater pat 
of the married women, red or ſtriped worſted ones. Young women wort 
woollen cloaks, with hoods of the ſame kind of cloth. This cloth was of home 
manuſacture. They had no buckles in their ſhoes; theſe were tied with a piece 
of red or blue tape. The women ia general, and particularly the younger pan 
of them, ſeldom put on ſhoes and ſtockings, excepting to the church, or to! 
fair or market. Their head-dreſs was extremely plain and ſimple.— They lived 


chiefly on catmeal and milk, or butter and ſkimmed milk cheeſe, Butcher me# 
| | | = 
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Lenſes, The leaſes are commonly of 19 or 21 years endur- 
ance, Theſe ſhort leaſes are a very great diſcouragement to 
the induſtry of the farmer, and conſequently highly injurious to 
the intereſt both of the proprietor and the tenant, With ſuch 
4 ſhort leaſe he will make no new experiments; he will not 
even proceed with ſpirit and animation, in the common beaten 
tract of huſbandry praiſed by his neighbours, or impoſed on 
him by the terms of his leaſe. Or ſhould he, at the com- 
mencement of it, make any uncommon exertions, he very 
ſoon becomes diſpirited, if not careleſs and remiſs. The 
thought of the ſhortneſs of his leaſe forces itſelf upon his 
mind, almoſt inceſſantly ; and he is ſcarcely entered on poſſeſ- 
fon, when he thinks he ſees the end of it. He has a young 
ncrealing family of children. They are unable to aſſiſt him: 
He is neceſſarily obliged to hire ſervants, at very high wages. 
The education of his children, the board and wages of his 
ſervants, and other unavoidable expences, embaraſs him to 
ſuch a degree, that, with all his induſtry and attention, he 
can with the utmoſt difficulty pay his rent. After 12 or 14 
years, his proſpe&s begin to brighten. The oldeſt of his 
children are now of ſome uſe to him, in the cultivation of his 
farm. He knows, from experience, the different ſoils that 
ae in his farm, and the different kinds of grain that are beſt 
adapted to theſe ſoils. In a very few years he will have it in 
lis power to diſmiſs all his ſervants, and to work his farm 

with 


was ſeldom uſed by the farmers, except in ſeed-time and harveſt ; and very lit- 
tle of it, at any time, by tradeſmen and day labourers. About the beginning 
of November, a few ſmall Highland cows were brought from the iſlands of 
Arran and Bute, and ſold at from 13s. 4d. to 20s. One of theſe was divided 
Mong three or more families. Such farmers as were reckoned in very opulent 
circumſtances, ſometimes killed a cow in November, which had given milk till 
the beginning of Auguſt. There were oply 4 tea kettles in the pariſh in 1745. 
There Was not one in it before 1709. 
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with the aſſiſtance of his children. But, amidſt theſe flattet. 
ing proſpects, his leaſe is at an end. With his family, be 
mu} remove he knows not whither, and leave the fruits 9 
his laborious and painful induſtry to another; a ſtranger, per. 
haps, or even an enemy, who has long envied him. While 
ſuch is the ſtate of leaſes, can the country be cultivated with 
ſpirit and effect? To accompliſh this, the farmer muſt have 
ſomething like the idea of property in his. poſſeſſion, or, at 
leaſt, the higheſt degree of probability of tranſmitting it ty 
his children. To render this equally advantageons to the 
landlord and to the tenant, the form of a leaſe, propoſed in 
his book on huſbandry, by the very ingenious, learned, an 
patriotic Lord Kames, ſeems to be more elteQual, than any 
other hitherto offered to the public “. 


Hor ſes, —There is a very excellent breed of large, ſtrong 
handſome harſes. They are brought from Lanarkſhire when 
about a year old. The average price is 121. Aiter being 


kept for 4 or 5 years, they are ſold, from 251. to 4ol., tor 
the draught or carriage, | 


Population.—The return made to Dr. Webſter, in 1755 
5 cf 


* As this book is not in the hands of a great many, and as it is read, pe- 
haps, but by few, his Lordſhip's form of a leaſe is here copied. © In order t0 
« excite the induſtry of the tenant, at the end of the leaſe, he ſhall be entitles 
« to a renewal of it, upon paying the proprietor a fifth part more of rent, W 
& leſs the proprietor give him ten years purchaſe of that fifth part. For er- 
© ample; the rent is 100l. ; the tenant offers 1 20l. He ſhall therefore conti 
« in the poſſeſſion another 19 years, at the advanced rent, unleſs the landlord 
e pay him 200l. Should the tenant offer a ſtill higher additional rent, the pte 


« prietor cannot turn him out, unleſs he pay him ten years purchaſe of thi! 
offer. : 


of ti 
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of the population of this pariſh, was — 2541 Souls, 
From a late enumeration there are, in the 

country part of the pariſh, - 1100 
er. And in the town, = = - 1260 2309 


Decreaſe, = - 182 


1 Theſe are all of the eſtabliſhment, except 222 Antiburgher 
tu seceders, a few families of Burghers, and an equally ſmall 
the Woumber of the Relief perſuaſion. There are no Epiſcopalians 
4 in MWnor Roman Catholics. From the moſt unqueſtionable tradi- 
and ton, it appears, that, about 50 years ago, the country pariſh 
vas confiderably more populous than it is now. The cauſes 

of this decreaſe in the population ſeem to be the three tol- 

lowing :—1/2, The union of two or more ſmall farms into one 
ong, arge farm. This has happened in not a few inſtances. 24ly, 
The barony of Egliatoune, formerly one of the moſt populous 
quarters or diviſions of the pariſh, is incloſed and farmed by 
Lord EGLINTOUNE, and inhabited only by a very few families 
of his Lordſhip's ſervants. 3dly, The almoſt total want of 
cottagers. Every farm had formerly one or two, or more of 
theſe families upon it. The cottages are now, in a great mea- 
lure, demoliſhed ; and this numerous and induſtrious claſs of 
people has been under the neceſſity of removing to Irvine, 
and to the other towns in the neighbourhood. From the want 
df trade and manufactures, very few of them ſettled in Kil- 
winning. Owing to the rapid progreſs of manufactures, how- 
ever, the population in the town has, for ſome years paſt, been 
on the increaſe. From the ſpirit of induſtry and enterpriſe 
unverſally ſpread through the country, there is every degree 
of probability, that theſe will make a {till more ſucceſsful and 


ertenſive progreſs; and that the population will proportionably 
creaſe, 


The 
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The following table exhibits a view of the preſent numbe 
of the different artiſts, their journeymen and apprentices, their 
rates of wages, &c, 


MW: 
Profeſſions. Me. Four. Appren. Total. Per 65 
| 4. d. F 
Weavers of cuſtomary work, 31 from o 8 to 8 I 
—— ſk gauzes, n 56 —1 6 to 2 ccm. 
muſlins, 146 — 16 to2 
hes, - = 67 104 62 233 
Tambourers“, 24 — 09 cor A 
Seamſtreſſes *, 7 — 0 6 too 
Smiths, 7 3 2 12 — 1 6 
Shoemakers, 4 1 1 6 14 
Maſons, $ 2 2 9 —1 8 to 20 
Tailors, 8 2 0 Io 10d. with vis. 
Coopers, 2 1 © 3 1 6 
Houſe carpenters, Ik 6 7 24 1 6 
Mill-wrights, 1 1 2 4 15 
Wheel-wrights, 1 0 T 2 
Butchers, 3 o o 3 
Bakers, 2 2 o 2 
surgeon, x 3:6 x T 
Writers, T O 1 2 A 
Slater, I o 0 I 
Barber, I © O T 1 
Dyer, 1 © o 1 | 
Fanners, 2 ©) © 2 *42 
Chandlers, 2 o oO 2 V. 
Clockmaker, I © 2 T 
Keef 
| ” wy | 
and vi; 
* Women, and girls from 7 years old, are employed in tambouring nuſlis wy - 
went] 


The others flower muſlins with the needle. The gauzes and muſlins are ſent 
here, for that purpoſe, by the manufacturers of Glaſgow and Paiſley. 


and le 
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the Keepers of public houſes in the town *, . - - - - 13 
heit Shopkeepers, grocers, &c. - - - - - - - «.- - 8 
chipmaſters 3, ſeamen 11 f, - - - - 4 14 
doldiers in the army 4, - - - 9. S * 12 
Carriers to Glaſgow and Paiſley, - * 1. * - 3 


5 Carters, chiefly employed in bringing coals to the town 9 
Day labourers, - - - - - 37, from 1s. to 18. 6d. a day 
o une farm ſervants, per annum, - - - ſrom Tol. to 121, 
Female ditto, - - — — — — Al. to 61. 
Domeſtic ditto, - - - - — - — — 31. 108. 


A Liſt of Brarus, DEArus, and MARRTAdES, for the lat 


10 
0 9 eight years; extracted from the pariſh regiſter. 
16 . 
1 Big rus. | DeaTis, | 
1 Years, Males. Femal. Total. Males Femal. Tot al. 
i vid. 1785 23 30 58 124 10 22 
1 0 1786 | 36 30 | 66 9 | 15 | 24 
* 1787 24 26 50 20 19 39 
1788 | 34] 34 [ 68 [21 18 | 29 
15 1789 31 33 | 64 144 13 | 27 
1790 | 36| 23 59 20 | 22 42 
1791 23 | 27 50 211 23 44 
1792 | 39] 35 74 20 | 16 36 
Total. | 25x | 238 | 489 137 | 136 | 273 | 
Ann. Aver, 371 295 614 174 17 344 174 
Mana ſaclures. One manufacturer employs 9 looms, in 
weaving lawns, and linen gauzes, for the Iriſh market. There 
Vol. XI. X is 
/ 
cope Bl here are none in the country pariſh : Thoſe in the town are by far too 
any for the number of inhabitants, and are but too often nurſeries of idleneſs 
jad vice. Whiſky is what they chicfly drink. From its cheapneſs, the diſſi- 
ruſt. By ed and profligate indulge themſelves in it to exceſs, to the hurt, and fre- 
re ſent N ently the tuin of their families. Were government to raiſe the duties on whit, 


nd lower them on ale, this, in all probability, would increaſe the revenue, and 


ad moſt eſfe ctually to promote the induſtry, the health, and the morals of the 
Feople, | 


f During the laſt war there were in the navy 13, and in the army 5, from 


this pariſh, 


PICS See rr” 


. I «Pac 


1 
1 
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is a tannery lately erected, which carries on a good deal d m_ 
buſineſs, This laſt year, the company bought 400 hide ſuch 
Within theſe 3 years, 2 houſes have been erected for ſpinning the 
cotton, with common and mule jennies ; alſo a cotton mill 4 
on a ſmall ſcale, for carding the cotton. In theſe 2 houſe * 
there are 12 mule jennies, and 16 common ones. The per. bly : 
ſons employed, are juſti 
Men. Women. Boys & Girls. Tom * 
mw 11 30 61 
Who earn from - = 1s. 8d. to 2s. 1od.te Is. 64d. to 10d. F 
ſow! 


None of the yarn is manufactured here into cloth. It is i 2"! 
in Glaſgow and Paiſley. As long as this is the caſe, the co.ſt'ty 
ton manufacture can never be carried on to any extent, whi 
Though a large capital be no doubt neceſſary, for bringin clal 
cotton goods of all Kinds into the market, it is not, hon. ſton 
ever, ſo much the want of a capital, as of a market, thi mil 
prevents the manufacturers in this place, and on the whol 
of this weſt coaſt, from manufacturing their own cotton yan : 
The readieſt, and, every thing conſidered, perhaps the mel vin 
advantageous market for this weſt country, would be Ireland 4 
But ſo very high are the Iriſh duties on Scotch muſlins, u 
on every kind of Scotch goods, in which there is ſo much s 
a fingle thread of cotton yarn, as amounts to a total prohibi 
tion of carrying theſe goods to the Iriſh market. This gives 
the greateſt encouragement to ſmuggling, and has alſo made 
feveral very conſiderable cotton manufacturers leave Glaſgos, 
and other places in its neighbourhood, and ſettle in Ireland 
At the ſame time, it is not a little ſurpriſing, that Triſh lives 
are brought into Scotland duty free. Does not this diſcove! 
an undue partiality in favour of that kingdom? It is thought 
that no leſs than 100, oool. worth of Scotch muſlins, and otbet 
Scotch cotton goods, would be annually fold in the Iriſh marke, 
| 10 
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were it not for theſe exceſſively high duties, An object of 
ſuch importance to the commercial intereſt of Scotland, merits 

the moſt ſerious attention of the Britiſh parliament. Should 

the Iriſh, upon an accurate and fair ſtatement of the matter, 

refuſe to lower the duties on Scotch cotton goods, it is hum- 

bly ſubmitted, how far it would not become the wiſdom and 

juſtice of the Britiſh parliament, to lay a proportionable duty 
on all Iriſh linens brought into Scotland. 


Flax and Mills, From 12 to 14 hogſheads of flax ſeeds are 
ſown annually. The flax is ſpun and manufactured for the 
rarious family uſes of the inhabitants. A very ſmall quan- 
tity of it only is made into a coarſe kind of cloth, called barn, 
which is brought to market, and fold for ſhirts to the lower 
claſſes of the people. There is a flax mill, at which 137 
ſtones of flax are dreſſed annually ; beſides a waulZ or fulling 
mill; 4 for grinding corn, 1 for wheat, and 2 for barley“. 


Tbirlage.—A great part of the pariſh is thirled to the Kil- 
winning mill, called the Abbey Mill, and to the Mill of Seven 
Acres, the property of Lord Eglintoune. Some farms pay 
an exceſſively high multure, no leſs than the 12th peck. This 
lervitude is evidently a very great hindrance to improvement. 
It makes the millers more negligent than otherwiſe they 
would be. They know that the corns of ſuch lands as are 
thirled muſt be brought to them, in whatever careleſs, or even 
iraudulent a manner, they may juſtly be ſuſpected of hav- 

X 2 ing 


Fifty years ago there were no barley mills. Inſtead of theſe, almoſt every 
funily had a pretty large ſtone, called a morter ſtone. This ſtone was hollowed 
by a maſon to what was reckoned a proper depth. Into it was put as much 
bear or barley as could be cafily wrought. A little water was thrown upon it, 
to make it part with the huſks. It was then beat with a large wooden mel, or 
wallet, till it was fit to be uſed for making broth. 
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ing done their duty. Small proprietors, thereſore, ought cer. 
tainly to purchaſe their thirlage, at almoſt any price; an 
proprietors of mills ought to free their own lands of this bur. 
den, and lay an additional rent on their tenants, equal to whiz 
is paid by the mill to which they are bound. Thirlage bein 
once aboliſhed, and farmers at liberty to go where they pleaſe 
with their corns, mills would be erected in the moſt convenient 
parts of pariſhes, grain of courſe would be better ground 
and at a much lower rate, and a great deal of time and labout 
would be ſaved to the farmer. 


Fuel.—The moſſes in the pariſh are, the Moſs Mulled, 
the Huchenmode and Auchentyber Mofſes. This laſt moſs is 
ſuppoſed to contain more than 200 acres. In ſome parts of it 
it is very deep, no leſs than from 12 to 16 feet. Tt produces 
very good peats. When the ſummer is dry, theſe make en- 
cellent firing, and are uſed as ſuch by the neighbouring farm. 
ers. But the uſual and common fuel of the inhabitants i 
coals. In no pariſh, perhaps, in Scotland, is there coal in 
greater plenty, or of a better quality, than in this pariſh. Ver 
lately, however, the price of coals has been raiſed exceſſively 
high. A load of coals, 8 loads to the ton, which, zo year 
ago, coſt from 3d. to 4d. at the coal pit, is now 8d. ; and the 
probability, at preſent, 1s, that it will be advanced to a {lil 
higher price. This ſcarcity and dearneſs of coals is owing 
entirely to their not being wrought. Not to mention the i 
humanity of ſuch a conduct to the deſtitute poor, proprietors 
of coals certainly miſtake their own intereſt, in ſuffering then 
to remain unwrought. An additional riſe on coal, is to then, 
when properly conſidered, a very trifling obje&, compared 
with the riſe of the rents of their lands; and this can be e- 
fected only by the improvements in agriculture, and the in- 
creaſe of trade and manufactures. But it is a fa& univerſally 
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acknowledged, that few, if any, real improvements in agri- 
culture can be made, and that trade and manufactures cannot 
de extended to any great and permanent degree, without cheap 
fuel, Influenced, then, by a ſenſe of their own intereſt, let 
proprietors immediatcly work their own coals, and, at the 
ame time, lower the price of them. This will induce farmers, 
manufacturers and tradeſmen, to leave thoſe places in which 
fring is ſcarce and dear, and ſettle in this pariſh. 


Poor.— There are at preſent on the poor's roll 36 perſons, 
who receive from 28. to 5s. per month. Beſides theſe, 2 
young men, fatuous, are maintained at the rate of 88. 8d. 
z month, each. The annual amount of theſe penſions is 551 
Diſtribution 1s alſo made, occaſionally, to other poor ſick 
perſons, not on the penſion liſt ; and even to thoſe penſioners, 
whoſe circumſtances require additional ſupply, to-the average 
ſum, yearly, of 281, The following is a ſtate of the funds. 


The weekly collections, at a medium, amount to £. 30 © 


0 
Mortcloths at funerals, - - - 6 9 0 
Proclamations for marriages,  - = - 119 ©. 
Rents of ſeats in the church, 2 — 3 9 © 
Private charities, ſome years, have amounted to 19 o © 


As theſe, however, are ſo liable to be withheld, 
they cannot be conſidered as making any part of a 
permanent fund for the ſupport of the poor. 
The intereſt of 2481. at 5 per cent. 2 8 
2 farms, the property of the poor, bring at pre- 


lent a year] y rent of OW - 1 
Total, . 89 4 o 
There 


One of theſe farms, called the Woopon IV, is ſuppoſed to contain up- 
wards 
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There are 3 charitable ſocieties belonging to the patil 
When any of their members, from ſickneſs or age, are m. 
able to work, they are regularly, and even liberally ſupports 
by theſe ſocieties. At preſent, there are only 3 beggars 
the pariſh ; but the inhabitants are greatly oppreſſed wil 
beggars trom other pariſhes, and even with ſeveral from Ire, 
land. The nuraber of poor has, of late years, very much in, 
creafed, and is ſtill on the increaſe. From the very advance 
wages of the manufacturing and labouring people of even 
deſcription, and from the idleneſs, the diſſi pation and profi. 
gacy of manners, the uſual, and, indeed, the almoſt inſepy. 
able conſequenees of very high wages, it is next to an abſolut 
certainty, that the poor, in @ few years, will increaſe in! 
proportion hitherto unkaown in Scotland. The common 21 
ordinary funds, particularly in populous manufacturing p- 
riſhes, will be unable to ſupport them. In theſe pariſhes the 
poor's funds, from many very obvious cauſes, are, for ſom 
years paſt, greatly diminiſhed. One very general and prit- 
cipal cauſe of this decreaſe is, that MEN gf RANK and For 
TUNE are very irregular, and even criminally negligent, in thei 
attendance upon divine ſervice on the Sabbath. This condud, 
however faſhionable, is not only diſreſpectful ta religion, di. 

| graceful 


wards of 80 acres, all arable, of an excellent improveable ſoil, and lying within 
a quarter of a mile of the town. Were it out of leaſe, it would bring, at leak, 
a yearly rent of 80l. to the poor. In 1743, the immediate predeceſſor of tit 
preſent incumbent let it for the very long period of 36 years, at the extreme) 
low rent of 121. The tenant alſo pays 2 bolls and 6 pecks of meal yearly ® 
the pariſh miniſter, and the half of the ceſs and ſchaolmaſter's ſalary. Ti 
very extraordinary length of a leaſe was thought, by many, to be beyond the 
powers cf the miniſter and ſeſſion to grant. By the advice of a lawyer, of tt 
very firſt character for profeſſional knowledge and abilities, the preſent incur 
bent, with the concurrence of the ſeſſion and principal heritors, commenced: 
proceſs of reduction before the Court of Seſſion. The Court, however, gat“ 


&finitive ſentence againſt the poor, and in ſavour of the tenant, 
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eraceful to the laws of their country, and peraicious in the 
higheſt degree to the morals of the people at large, but muſt 
rentually bring, upon themſelves, aſſeſſments, or poor's rates. 
f all the taxes impoſed on the people of England, this is one 
f the moſt oppreſſive, and ruinons to the proſperity and im- 
provement of their country, In England, the poor's rates are 
rapidly increaſing to the enormous ſum of TAREE MILLIONS 
IERLING yearly! An evil of ſuch magnitude ought-moſt 
mriouſly to be guarded againſt, and, if poſſible, to be pre- 
vented by every claſs of men in Scotland, and, in particular, 
by the landed intereſt. To render this tax unneceſſary, or, at 
ill events, to leſſen it, ſhould it be found impoſſible to be al- 
together prevented, every man of property, once a year, or 
oftener if neceffary, ought regularly to ſend the amount of 
5 his weekly charity to his own pariſh church; and to every 


ener pariſh, a ſam proportioned to the property he holds in 
lows that pariſh. 

Pills 

vor Ecclefiaftical State, There is at preſent but one clergyman, 
the Bitte miniſter of the Eſtabliſhed Church. An Antiburgher 
du, miniſter, ordained in 1762, died about 3 months ago. The 
. lipend was augmented in 1786. The living is now worth 


140l., beſides a glebe of between 4 and 5 acres, and a very 
vital lent manfe, built in 1773. The church is a very beauti- 
i lea, fal ſtructure, built partly in the ancient Gothic taſte, to corre- 
of e ond to the venerable ruins of the monaſtery. But though 
it be almoſt 20 years ſince it was built, it has never been 
1 tated, This has been owing to an unhappy difference of 
nd the inion among the heritors about the diviſion of the area of 
of the the church, and which is {till unſettled. The Earl of Ecuin- 
| ?0UNE is patton of the pariſh. 


6 Schools. 
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Schools, —The ſalary of the pariſh ſchoolmaſter is g!, 
This, with the ſchool fees and other emoluments, makes the 
office of ſchoolmaſter worth about 251; a year. There is 
ſchool-houſe, but no houſe for the ſchoolmaſter. Englif, 
writing, arithmetic, and book-keeping, with the Latin, Greek, 
and French languages, are taught in the pariſh ſchool. Then 
are alſo 2 other ſchools in the town, and 2 in the country par 
of the pariſh, intended chiefly for teaching Engliſh and writ 
ing. The education of youth is indiſputably of the very ut. 
moſt importance to the religious and civil intereſts of ſociety, 
No claſs of men, therefore, can be of more (if indeed d 
equal) conſequence and utility, than pariſh ſchoolmaſters. Bu, 
to the diſgrace of an enlightened and liberal age, theſe men 
have been moſt amazingly neglected. Their ſalaries, when 
originally fixed in Scotland, bore a reaſonable proportion to 
the value of money, and to the price of labour and prov. 
ſions. Even then, however, it was only by the greateſt at 
tention, and the moſt rigid economy, that they were enable 
to live with any kind of decency, and ſecure that degree d 
reſpe& ſo abſolutely neceſſary to their uſefulneſs. For many 
years after that period, pariſh ſchools were filled with men 
highly reſpectable for their exemplary lives, and for their ſu- 
perior parts and learning. Hence that taſte for literature, 
that general Knowledge, for which the Scotch were ſo deſerr- 
edly celebrated, whilſt the great maſs of the people of the othet 
nations of Europe were ſunk in the moſt ſavage ignorance 
vince that time, the mode of living is entirely changed 
Every article of dreſs, proviſions and honſehold furniture i 
Tiſen to a degree almoſt incredible; and a ſhilling, in real vn. 
lue, is worth little more than a penny was then. For thele 
reaſons, the ſalaries of the judges in Scotland, and the living 
of the greater part of the clergy, have been conſiderably in- 
creaſed ; but no addition whatever has been made to the {6 
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aries of pariſh ſchoolmaſters. A common tradeſman, or day 
labourer, if ſober and induſtrious, will earn a great deal more 
than the generality of ſchoolmaſters can poſſibly do. 1s it to be 
imagined, that a man having any thing like a liberal education, 
and, in other reſpects, of an unblemiſhed character, will en- 
gage in an office, the duties of which are ſo extremely labo- 
nous, for the miſerably narrow, ſcanty pittance at preſent 
annexed to 1t? Should trade and commerce make the ſame 
rapid and extenfive progreſs, which of late they have done, 
pariſh ſchools, it is to be feared, will be filled with perſons 
wretchedly ignorant, or of grofsly indecent and immoral 
lives. The conſequences of this, to the riſing generation, are 
too painful to be dwelt upon. Some evils, in order to be re- 
freed, need only to be mentioned. A ſenſe of duty, and genu- 
ne patriotiſm, it is hoped, will ſtrongly and effeQually impel 
parents, and the friends of humanity and virtue, to unite in 
applying to the legiſlature, to make a far more decent and 


comfortable proviſion for pariſh ſchoolmaſters, than is done at 
preſent, 


Monaftery.—This monaſtery was founded in the year 1140, 
by Hoch DE MOREVILLE, a very opulent and powerful baron, 
Lord of Cunninghame, and Lord High Conſtable of Scotland. 
It was dedicated to St. Winning, The monks were brought 


from Kello*.—In 1560, ALEXANDER Earl of GLENCAIRN, 
Vol. XI, þ 4 


one 


They were called 7 yronenſes, from Tyron, in the dioceſe chartres. There, 
Roznous, Earl of Percbe and Mertagne, gave a lettlement to St. BERNA#D, 
their firit abbot. From him they, as well as the Ciftertians, were called Ben- 
$44DINEs. They followed the rule of St. Bexevicr, or Bennet, but reformed 
ud cnlaryed by St. Bernard. King RoutrT I. gave to this monaſtery the lands 
el ilalland Juxta burgam de irvine ; as alſo viginti ſolidos, quos annuatim de terra ſua 
& Kilmernoch beredibus de Laliolo reddere ſolebant. JouanNnes de MENETRETH 
dounus de ARRAN & de KNAPDALE, grants to the monks of this abbey jus pa» 

tronatus 


170 Statiſtical Account 


one of the moſt diſtinguiſhed and active promoters of the Re. 
formation, in conſequence of an order from the States of Scat. 
land, in a great meaſure demoliſhed this venerable and magni. 
ficent monaſtery*, The only entire ruins of the abbey, noy 
remaining, are a ſteeple and gable. Theſe were lately te. 
paired, at a very conſiderable expence, by the preſent Earl of 
Eglintoune. 


Maſonny.— It is the remark of 4 hiſtorian, that from about 
the beginning to the middle of the 12th century, the worthiy 
of 


fronatus et advocationis ecclearum Sante Marie, ei Sanctæ Brigede, inſula d: Arm, 
cum ſuis capellis et terris. The charter is given at Kilwinning, the 12th of Odo 
ber 1357. In the er ign of RoBERT III., Sir William Cunninghame of Kilmara, 
* for the health of his own ſeu, and for the ſouls of his anceflors, gave, in pur 
* alms, to the menks of this abbey, the lands of Grange.“ In 1538, del 
Jamrs BeTruNE, Archbiſhop of Glaſgow, and Commendator of Kilwinning 
He was ſucceeded, as Abbot of Kilwinning, by Gavin HAamiLTon, the la 
Popiſh abbot of this place. Abbot Hamilton was a firm and zealous friend d 
the Queen Regent, and of her beautiſu] but unfortunate daughter, Queen 
Maxy ; ard was employed by them in ſeveral very important negotiationk 
He was killed in the Canongate of Edinburgh. June 28th 1571. In the yer 
1562, he made Hvcn, Earl of Eci1nTovxE, juſticiary, chamberlain, and baili 
of Kilwinning, and gave him a conſiderable ſalary for diſcharging theſe offices, 
This grant was confirmed by the Queen f. 


*The above Earl of GLENCAikn obtained a grant of the abbey, and mad 
his ſon ALEXANDER commendator of it, To him ſucceeded William Mu 
VILLE, of the family of RaiTu. On his reſignation, Jauvary 5th 1603, Hugh 
Earl of Eglintoune got a new grant of the abbey, with all the lands, and titles 
and patronage of the churches at that time belonging to it, erected into a tem 
poral lordſhip. At the Reformation, the revenue of the monaſtery, excluſive d 
the property lands, amountcd to 840l. 3s. 4d. Scotch, 8 bolls of wheat, 14 chab 
ders 1 boll and 15 pecks of bear, 67 chalders of oatmeal, 13 ſtirks, 140 cap%% 
100 hens, 268 cheeſes, and g fathom of a peat ſtack. According to the traditio- 
ary account of the entire revenue of the monaſtery, it is aſſerted, that its preſet 


+ See public records, 21/8 book, chart. 7. 
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Re. Nor Gon, in Scotland, was, in a great meaſure, laid afide, or 
cot. could with the greateſt difficulty be performed, on account of 
gui. Wi the noiſe of the hammers and trowels, which were employed 
now in erccting monaſteries and other religious houſes. It was 
te. during this period that a number of maſons came from the 
rl of WM Continent to build this monaſtery, and with them an architect 

or maſter maſon, to ſuperintend and carry on the work. This 

architect reſided at Kilwinning ; and being à gude and true 
bout i maſon, intimately acquainted with all the parts of maſonry 
known on the Continent, was choſen maſter of the meetings 
of the brethren all over Scotland. He gave rules for the con- 
duct of the brethren at theſe meetings, and decided finally in 
appeals from all the other meetings or lodges in Scotland. 
From this time, down to the 15th century, very little of ma- 
ſonry can be known, with any degree of certainty ; only it is 
laid, that at Kilwinning the head meeting of the brethren was 


* held. King James I. of Scotland, eminently diſtinguiſhed 
he for his knowledge and taſte in polite literature, and in the fine 
end d Warts, not long after his return from England, patronized the 
Dea WM mother lodge of Kilwinning ; and preſided as grand maſter, 
"I till he ſettled an annual ſalary, to be paid by every maſter 
| baile if waſon of Scotland, to a grand miſter, choſen by the brethren, 
office, Wh and approved by the crown. This grand maſter was to be 
nobly born, or a clergyman of high rank and character. He 
| male bad his deputies in the different counties and towns of Scot- 
11 land. Every new brother paid him a fee at entrance. As 
hi © Wh grand 
a tem- 
five d nal amount would be at leaſt 20,000). Sterling: This ſuppoſition ſeems to 
4 chab de pretty well ſounded, from the following number of churches, W ich are well 
-apons own to have held of it: Kilwinning, Irvine, Kilmarnock, Loudon, or New 
dition BY Mile, Ardroſſan, Kilbirney, Kilbride, Beith, Dunlop, Dreghorn, Dalry, Ste- 


renſtown, and Stewartown; (all theſe churches are in Cunninghame) ; Kilma- 
ronock and Dumbarton, in Dumbartonſhire; South and North Knapdale, in 
ke ſhire of Argyll; and Kilmory and Kilbride, in the Illand of Arran. 
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grand maſter, he was empowered to regulate and determine 
every matter in diſpute, between the founders and builders 9 
churches and monaſteries, and which it would have been in, 
proper to have decided by a court of law. King James [| 
conferred the office of grand maſter on WILLIAM Stxctan 
Earl of OkKNEY and Baron of RosLin. By another deed a 
the ſame king, this office was made hereditary in this ven 
ancient and illuſtrious family. Earl William, and his ſuccel 
ſors, barons of Roſlin, held their head courts, or, in the ſtyl 
of maſonry, aſſembled their Grand Lopces, at Kilwinning 
as being the mother lodge, or the place where regular a 
ſtated lodges had firſt been held in Scotland. The ſobriey 
and decency of the brethren in all their meetings, the ver 
peculiar and diſtinguiſhing union and harmony, in which they 
lived together, and their humanity and liberality to the fk 
and indigent, made the mother lodge highly reſpeQed in the 
I6h century. An uncommon ſpirit for maſonry then dies 
vered itſelf. Laws, founded on the original acts and conſtit 
tions of the mother lodge, were renewed, and are ſtill ww 
riably adhered to. This is evident from her records fil 
extant*, 


Archery, —Tt is well known, that in former times, the boy 
and arrow were uſed in war throughout the whole of Europ 
By one or more of the old acts of the Scotch parliament, tit 
your 


* Theſe records contain a ſucceſſion of grand maſters, charters of erection tt 
other lodges, as daughters of the mother lodge, &c. The Earls of Egis 
toune have ſucceſſively patronized this lodge. Some years ago, the prel* 
Earl made a donation to the fraternity of a piece of ground, for building 2%# 
and very elegant lodge; and, with many other geutlemen, anxious to preſerd 
the rights of the very ancient and venerable mother lodge, liberally contributed 
to its erection, There is a common ſeal, expreſſive of the antiquity of the * 
cher lodge, and of the emblems of the ancient art of maſonry, and by vhs 
charters, aud all other public deeds of the ſociety, are ratiſied. 
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mie young men in every pariſh were ſtrictly commanded to prac- 
ers A tice archery, for an hour or two, every SUNDAY after divine 
n in. ſervice. After the invention of fire arms, archery was laid 
es I afide, as no longer uſeful and neceſſary in war. Though for 
this reaſon it was diſuſed in moſt other places in Scotland, it 
ed of has been praftiſed here, as an elegant and manly amuſemeut, 
ven almoſt without any interruption, to the preſent day. At the 
uccel, i fame time, the laws and uſages of the Company, (the term 
uſed for the Society), are known, and that too very imperfect- 
ly, only by tradition, prior to the year I 488. This date is 
acknowledged and rendered authentic, by a minute in the re- 
cords, dated September 1688. This minute is ſigned by a num- 


ber of gentlemen of the moſt reſpectable characters. From this 
time, archery has been practiſed annually, at a certain ſtated 
time of the year, generally in the month of June. What 
has contributed, perhaps more than any thing, to its continu. 
ance, has been the monaſtery. This ſuppoſition 1s rendered 
highly probable, from the ſpecies of archery ia uſe here from 
time immemorial. It is of two kinds. The one is a per- 
pendicular mark, called a popingoe. The popingoe is a bird 
known in heraldry. It is, on this occaſion, cut out in wood, 
fixed in the end of a pole, and placed 120 feet high, on the 
ſteeple of the monaitery. The archer, who ſhoots down this 
mark, is honoured with the title of Captain of the Popingoe. 
He is maſter of the ceremonies of the ſucceeding year, ſends 
cards of invitation to the ladies, gives them a ball and ſupper, 
and tranſmits his honours to poſterity by a medal, with ſuit- 
able devices, appended to a ſilver arrow. The prize, from 
1488 to 1688, was a ſaſh, or, as it was called, a benn. This 
was a piece of taffeta or Perſian, of different colours, chiefly red, 
green, white and blue, and not leſs in value than 2:1. Scotch. 
This honourable badge was worn by the captain, which he kept, 
T 
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and produced another of equal value the following year, 4; 
the revival of archery in 1688, there was ſubſtituted a piece of 
plate, which continued to be given by every captain till 1523 
The prize was then converted into the preſent filver arroy, 
— The other kind of ſhooting, is for prizes at butts, poine. 
blank diſtance, (about 26 yards.) The prize at butts, is ſome 
uſeful or ornamental piece of plate, given annually to the 
ſociety by the ſenior ſurviving archer. 


Eminent Men.—Eglintoune Caſtle, the ſeat of the family 
of Eglintoune for upwards of 400 years, is in the pariſh, 
Of the men of this family, eminently remarkable for their 
patriotiſm, their loyalty, their high ſenſe of honour, and dif. 
tinguiſhed abilities in peace and warFthe two following only 
ſhall be mentioned. At the battle of Otterburn, Sir Jom 
MoNTGOMERIE, married to the heireſs of Eglintoune, and 
niece to King RoBERT II., had the command of part of the 
Scotch army under the brave Earl of Douglas ; and his per- 
ſonal valour and military conduct contributed not a little to 
the celebrated victory obtained over the Engliſh. The re 
nowned HENRY PERCY, well known by the name of Hot/pur, 
and general of the Engliſh army, Sir John Montgomerie took 
priſoner with his own hands, and with his ranſom built the 
caſtle of Punnoon, in Renfrewſhire. — All the valuable im- 
provements in gardening, planung, and agriculture, which, 
within theſe 50 years, have been made in the pariſh, and in- 
deed in the greater part of the county of Ayr, are owing il 
a great meaſure to the uncommonly ſpirited exertions, to tht 
very refined and correct taſte, of ALEXANDER, the late Earl 
of Eglintoune. By minute and accurate inquiry and obſer- 
vation, he made himſelf acquainted with the ſtate of Englib 
agriculture, with the truly noble and generous defign of be- 
ackiing his native country, Deeply regretting the idlenths 

ths 
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be lazineſs and the poverty of the farmers, and the very iguo- 
e of cant and abſurd manner in which they cultivated their lands, his 
Lordſhip, at a great expence, engaged and brought to his 
eſtates in the par:ih, and other parts of the county, men of 
real knowledge and experience in agriculture, who had been 
regularly bred to it, and who had long ſucceſsfully practiſed 
it, By the converſation and example of theſe practical im- 
provers, the people, rouſed from their former torpid ſtate, 
ventured to deviate from the mode of management handed 
down by their forefathers; and, convinced at laſt, of the 


rid, Wofinitely ſuperior advautages of this new ſyſtem of huſbandry, 
their by degrees adopted it. His Lordſhip alſo inſtituted an agri- 
| dif. Ncultura ! ſociety, conſiſting of the moſt active, intelligent, and 
only reſpectable farmers. In this ſociety he preſided for ſeveral 
ſors Mears. By communicating ſuch obſervations as were the effects 
and of his own experience, and ſuch as he had collected in con- 


rerſing with men of knowledge, his Lordſhip excited and dif- 
fuſed a keen and enterpriſing ſpirit of induſtry and experi- 
ment; the very happy effects of which, in the improvement 
and wealth of the country, had little more than appeared, 
hen he died by the hands of an unprincipled and mercileſs 
alaſin, His Lordihip's farm of Eglintoune, with the planta- 
tions, contains about 2000 acres Scotch meaſure. The whole 


- im- is planned and executed, with ſuch an exquiſitely fine taſte, 
hick, s to render the ancient ſeat of the family, one of the nobleſt 
d in. end moſt beautiful of any in Scotland. To the patriotic ex- 
ng in Mertions of this truly great man, his country chiefly owes the 
o the WH®& of parliament, which aboliſhed what was called the optional 
Earl Clauß of the Scotch banks. By the above clauſe, the banks 
bſer- bad it in their power, to refuſe payment of their notes, for no 
12Lb les than ſix months after it had been demanded. This cer- 
{ bee ainly was a very great national grievance, and had it continued, 


Notland could never have made the improvements, which it 
ths has 
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has done, in agriculture, in commerce, and in manufaQurg, 
Sincere and ſteady in his friend{hips, humane and generoy, 
the patron of unfortunate merit, of the moſt poliſhed ad 
agreeable manners, and poſſeſſed of all the more amiable and 
eſpectable virtues, the death of the late Earl of Eglintoune 
will be Jong and painfully regretted by every good man, by 
every friend of humanity, and of his country“. 


Names of Places. Not a few of theſe, it is ſaid, are ori, 
ginally Gaelic ; ſuch as, Auchenmade, Auc bent yber, Auchen, 
winſie, Auchenſarvie, Cc. Other names are evidently Englif, 
Of theſe, ſome are deſcriptive of their particular ſituations 
as Wood, Mood: hide, Nood- end. Tradition ſays, that in thek 
places, there was in former times a very extenſive wood; but 
there is not the leaſt veſtige of it now remaining. Other 


names deſcribe their ancient proprietors z as Smith's-town, 
Fergus-hill-hall, Wc, 


Wot and Cold Summers.—[t is in the recollection of many 
ſtill living, that the ſummers, in this part of the country #* 
teaft, are now much more wet and cold than they were 5 
years ago. By men of undoubted veracity it is aſſerted, % 
an abſolutely certain fact, that, at that period, the farmen, 
m plowing for bear, about the middle of the month of May, 
were under, the neceſſity of beginning to plow ſo very eat 
as at 3 o'clock in the morning, and to leave off at 8. Ti 
heat, at that hour, became ſo very intenſe, that it was impok 
fible for them to continue their work any longer: Nor coul 
they begin again till between 4 and 5 o'clock in the aſternoon. 

Far 


* Cui pudor, et juſtitiæ ſoror 
Incorrupta fides, nudaque veritas, 


Multis ille bonis flebilis occidit. 
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for a number of years paſt, quite the reverſe has been the 
caſe, The month of May, in particular, has been very cold 
ind wet, and unfavourable to vegetation ;' and, in ſome years, 
we have had very little of what may be reckoned ſummer 
weather. The harveſt of courſe, then, was much earher than 
it has been ſince. In ſeveral plates in the neighbourhood, it 
is ſaid, the harveſt was finiſhed about the latter end of Auguſt. 
The facts themſelves are here barely ſtated : The phyſical 


cauſes of ſo very remarkable a change are left to be accounted 
for by others. 


Charafter of ths People The e are, in general, very 
decent, ſober, honeſt and induſtrious. Owing to the filk and 
muſlin manufaftures, ſeveral ſtrangers, of late, have ſettled . 
in the town. What effects theſe, in time, may have, on the 
morals of the people, cannot as yet-be ſaid. Though the only 
cvil officer in the place be a conſtable, there are fewer riots 
committed, than in moſt other places equally populous and 
extenſive, It is now upwards of 22 years fince the preſent 
incumbent was ordained, during which time no inhabitant of 
the pariſh has been baniſhed, or ſuffered a capital puniſhment. 
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(County of Perth—Preſbytery of Auchterarder—Synod in 
Perth and Stirling.) of 
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Drawn up by the Rev, Mr. Cox Baxter, Miniſter of M. the 
nivaird, from Materials chiefly collected by the Rev. Mr Wil ?"* 


Huch M*Diarme»D, Miniſter of Comric. of 
7 litt 
£ 5 a 
— — — —— 
: „ . | 
Origin of the Name. 


HIS pariſh takes its name from the village of Coms, 
| in which the church ſtands. Comrie is derived fron 
the Gaelic, Comb-ruidb, whieh fignifies the confluence of tus 
rivers. Theſe are the Erne, and the Rucbil, which join that m 


ſtreams a few yards to the weſtward of the church, and flow u «,, 
one body, till they fall into the Tay. There is another pill to 
Tiſh, called Tullichetil, united ro Comrie. The foundation oil .. 
the church, whieh is ſtill viſible, is ſurrounded by a pretij i be 


large church-yard, and 1s diſtant from the village of Come .. 
about a Scotch mile. Twl/lichetil, in allufion to the dea 1; 
buried there, ſigniſies in Gaelic, the plain of fleep. 10 


Extent.— The extent of this pariſh is very conſiderable, de 
being about 13 miles long, and between 9 and 10 broad. E 


co 
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-onfifts of the ſtrath, or flat ground, from Comrie to Locherne- 
head, and of 4 glens ; 2 of them large, Glenairtney and Glen- 
l:dnaig ; and two ſmall, Finniglen and Glentearkin, The 
figure of the pariſh is irregular. 


Situation, Soil, aud Sus fact. —It is ſituated in the county of 
perth, and is the weſtern boundary of Stratherne. The ſoil, 
in general, in the low grounds, is light and gravelly, and full 
of ſmall ſtones. In ſome farms, eſpecially in the gleng, it is 
deeper and rather ſwampy. On the fides of the glens, and of 
the ſtrath, to the E. end of Locherne, and of the loch itſelf, 
there is a continued chain of hills. Theſe hills, which com- 
prehend by far the greateſt part of the pariſh, conſiſt moſtly 
of ſheep farms, In the higher parts of the glens, there 1s 
little encouragement to plow and ſow, as the crops are al- 
ways late, and often deſtroyed by the froſt and rains. 


Climate and Diſeaſes —The air, in general, is very pure and 
healthy ; but the climate in the ſtrath differs conſiderably 
from that in the hilly part of the pariſh. In the glens, there 
is a great deal of rain; In the ſtrath, which is pretty broad 
near the village, they ſeldom think they have too much. Be- 
fore the goats were baniſhed from the country, this pariſh was 
much reſorted to by invalids, from Edinburgh and Glaſgow, 
for the recovery of their health. Moſt of the inhabitants live 
to a good old age. There are among them, at preſent, 8 men 
end 9 women between 80 and go years old, and a great num- 
ber between 70 and 80. Colds and rheumatiſms are the moſt 
common complaints. A few have of late been attacked by bilious 
diſorders, eſpecially in ſummer and harveſt. Colics too have 
lmetimes proved fatal, particularly (it is remarked) to thoſe 
of the name of Ferguſſon. The ſmall pox were formerly very 
deſtructive; but, abont 7 years ago, the people were prevail- 
Zz 2 12 5 ed 
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ed upon to allow their children to be inoculated ; and erer 
fince the practice has been general, and very ſucceſsful, 


Rivers and Lakes, —The principal rivers are the Ern and 
the Ruchil, The Erne iſſues from the lake of that name, 
about 4 miles W. from the village of Comrie. Ruchil Ggni 
fies, i in Gaelic, the red flood ; and it is ſo called, from the red. 
neſs of its waters, when ſwelled with rains. It takes its rie N 
among the high hills at the head of Glenairtney ; ; is a fine iſe" 
fiſhing ſtream, and remarkable for the great numbers of fa n 
trouts which are to be found in it. Theſe rivers, and the here 
Lednarg, the third largeſt i in the pariſh, abound with bun I * 
trouts ; but there are few ſalmon in any of them, except 
during the ſpawning ſeaſon. Loch Erne is about 8 miles long 
and 1 broad. It is called Erne, in Gaelic Erinn, from its ¶ att 
weſterly ſituation. Its banks, for above 5 miles on both 
tides, are covered with natural oak wood, of great extent and 
value. The road from Crieff, through the pariſhes of Moni. : 
vaird and Comrie, to Loch-Erne head, preſents a great u. 
riety of natural beautiful objects, and is perhaps not inſeriut i de 
to any of the ſame extent in the Highlands of Scotland, JI fil 
Loch- Erne is not diſtinguiſhed as a fiſhing lake. It is fad, ee 
that it never freezes. Near each end of it, there is a ſmall 
iſland, evidently artificial, on which the remains of a calle A! 
are ſtill viſible. There are only 2 other ſmall lakes in the Wl ue. 
pariſh ; the one above Dunira, the other in the braes of Glen- 8 


lednaig, both of Wn Wen wall") Wente about Wo 124 7 
herrings. 7 | e tude 


Hills, Woods, and Springs, —This part has many high A: 
Hills in it; but the higheſt, not only here, but in all Stratt- 
erne, is Benvurlich, that is, the mountain of the great lat: Ml, 


And Loch-Erne is nga great, when compared with the BY v 
8 other for 


h the 
othet 
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other lakes in Stratherne, In a clear day, this mountain is 
diſtinctly ſeen from Perth, from the Caſtle-hill of Edinburgh, 
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and from a riſing ground at Loudon Caſtle, in Ayrſhire. Its 


devation above the level of the ſea is about 3,200 feet. Be- 
ſides the oaks on each ſide of Loch-Erne, above mentioned, 
there is alſo an extenſive and valuable oak wood on the eſtates 
of Dunira, Tullibannachar, Comrie, and Aberrucbil. A great 
vuiety of other trees, particularly of the fir ſpecies, have alfo 
deen planted of late, in ſeveral ' parts of the pariſh, and are 
in a very thriving condition.— The only remarkable ſpring 
here is that of St. Fillan +, the Popiſh ſaint of Breadalbane, 
at the W. end of Stratherne. 


Animals. The number of ſheep i is about 16,500; of black 
attle, 3-820 3 z of horſes, 726 ; of deer, in the foreſt of Glen- 
airtney, 


* This ſpring, tradition reports, reared its head on the top of Dun- Fhaolain, 
(Firtan's Hill), for a long time doing much good; but in digt, (probably at- 
the Reformation / } it removed ſuddenly to the foot of a rock, a quarter of a mile zo 
the ſouthward, where it (till remains, bumbled indeed, but not forſaken. - It is 
till viſited by valetudinary people, eſpecially on the 1ſt of May, and the xt of 
Auguſt. No fewer than 70 perſons viſited it in May and Auguſt 1791. The in- 
nlids, whether men, women, or children, walk, or are carried, round the well, 
three times, in a direction Deiſbal, that is, from E. to W. according to the courſe 
of the Sun. They alſo drink of the water, and bathe in it. Theſe operations 
ne accounted a certain remedy for various diſeaſes. They are particularly ef- 
licacious for curning barrenneſs; on which account it is frequently viſited by 


thoſe who are very deſirous of offspring. All the invalids throw a white ſtone 
om the ſaint's cairn, and leave behind, as tokens of their confidence and grati- 
tude, ſome rags of linen or woollen cloth. The rock on the ſummit of the hill, 
lormed, of itſelf, a chair for the ſaint, which ſtill remains. "Thoſe who complain 
« rheumatiſm in the back, muſt aſcend the hill, fit in this chair, then lie down 
on their back, and be pulled by the legs to the bottom oſ the hill. This opera- 
tion is ſtill performed, and reckoned yery efficacious. At the foot of the hill, 
there is a baſon, made by the ſaint, on the top of a large ſtone, which ſeldom 
Vants water, even in the greateſt drought : And all who are diſkefſed with 
P 525 muſt In them three times with this water. 
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airtney, between 200 and 300; of goats, about 100. Th 
ſheep are of the black faced kind, and on molt of the farm 
are every year improving. The ſmall Highland bree 
once very numerous here, is now almoſt entirely baniſhel 
The hill horſes too, to make room for the ſheep, are reduce 
to a very ſmall number. The ſmeared or tarry wool, is ſolf 
at from 4s. to $8. per ſtone; the white wool at 7s. 6d. —Ther 
are in the pariſh hares, rabbits, foxes, martins, partridgez 
grouſe, and a few ptarmigans and heath fowl, 


Produce, Cc. The principal crops are oats and bear. Potatoes 
are planted every where in great quantities, and, with milk 
gonſtitute the principal part of the food of the lower claſls, 
for 8 months of the year. A good deal of meal is bougt 
from the neighbouring pariſhes of Monivaird, Crieff and M. 
thil. Thoſe pariſhes alſo ſupply qur ſmall whiſky ſtills wit 
about 1200 bolls of barley yearly, 


Manufafures. Our ſtaple manufacture is linen yarn, d 
which a great quantity is ſpun and fold every year. With tht 
money which this yarn brings, moſt of the farmers pay a great 
part of their rents. This yarn ſells at about 28. 4d. | 
{pindle. From the tow of the lint they ſpin harn yarn, whid 
is made into cloth, that brings from gd. to 18. per yard 
The finer ſort is nſed for men and women's ſhirts ; the coaſt 
for ſailors jackets and trouſers, The women make alſo a gre 
quantity of plaiden cloth, which is ſold at from 10d. to 1 
per yard; and a conſiderable quantity of tartan, of hie 
they make plaids and hoſe, Theſe are partly ſor home ul 
and partly for the market. | 


Prices of Labour. — The wages of ſervants and Jaboure" Ne 
have riſen very much within theſe 10 years. Day laboureff al 
| ; 
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vt from 10d. to 18. in ſummer, and from 7d. to gd. in win- 
br when their proviſions are not allowed them. When they 
ke work by the piece, and are employed in making roads, 
i ditching, building ſtone fences, quarrying lime- ſtone and 
ates, they often earn from 18. to 18. 6d. per day. The men 
rvants receive from the farmers, from 51. to 10l. a year; 
ie women ſervants from 21. 108. to 31. 108. 


Union of Farms. \$c.—About a third part of this pariſh 
ce belonged to the family of Prarn; ; and when their eſtate 
as forfeited, and put under the management of commiſſioners, 
ral farms, formerly poſſeſſed by many tenants, were given 
to one perſon. This leſſened the number of inhabitants con- 
fderably. The village indeed has increaſe& very much of 
hte; but, by comparing what the large farms have loſt of 
tenants and cottagers, with what the village has gained, the 
population does not appear to be on the increaſe. A great 
part of the village is incloſed, eſpecially what belongs to 
Mr. DxumMonD of nr and fome of the farms are 
hbdivided, 


EF. 


* Rents and Proprietors.—The farms on the Perth eſtate are 
allowed by all to be low rented; and they are certainly ſo, 
when compared with the reſt of the country, The higheſt 
gras farm pays about 2001. : The reſt are from 801. down to 
fl. In the neighbourhood of the village, the land lets at from 
Il. to 11, 121, per acre.—Fhe valued rent of the pariſh is 
(1331. 6s. 8d. Scotch: The real rent, though many of the 
teſt farms are let very low, is about 26yol. Sterling. One 
cutting of the oak woods in the pariſh will yield about 
t3,000l. There are 10 greater, and 6 ſmaller proprietors. 
None of the greater refide conſtantly in the pariſh, but almoſt 
al of them viſit it annually ; and 3 of the greateſt reſide in 
: the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


every fourth Sunday, The manſe and offices were built? 
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the neighbourhood, at leaſt for half the year, Five of thi 
ſmaller heritors reſide conſtantly. 


Population —— The population ot this pariſh i is not though 
to be increaſing, although, within theſe 40 years, it has aug. 
mented conſiderably. The number of inhabitants, of all ages 
amounts to about — - - — 3005 
The return to Dr. Webſter, i in 175 5. was only - 2 

Hence there is evidently an'increafe of - 4; 
When' the number. of arable acres,” the infant ſtate of tal 
and manufactures, with the ſcarcity and high price of fuel, ar 
conſidered, this' part of Stratherne is ſufficiently populous 
Many boys and girls are employed as herds, and many young 
men and women, as ſervants, every year, in the nei ghbourig ona 
Lowland pariſhes. Were a coarſe woollen manufactory ell · Molar 
bliſhed at Comrie, it would meet with encouragement, =. 
much good, and employ many half idle hands. For 8 yea 
paſt, none have emigrated from'the pariſh, but 6 cottagers, \ n 
their families, to Blair-Drummond Moſs, in Monteith. br! 


Ecclefaftical State. The prefent incumbent, Mr. HucaWpoor 
M Diaxuxp was admitted miniſter of Comrie in July 170 boul 
The church is old, too ſmall, and not in very good rep 
There is another church, 4 miles weſt from the village, 1 
which divine ſervice is performed, almoſt wholly in Gaeli 


2784. The glebe conſiſts of near g atres, 6 of which are preuſſ¶ Em 
good; the others are very poor. The ſtipend is, in mot 
Sal. 2s. 3d. ; and, in grain, 16 bolls of meal, and 8 bolls «Woo 
bear; in all, about 69l.; and in this ſum is included what at 
allowed for communion elements. There is a ſmall meet 
of Antiburgher Seceders in the village; and there are 61 k 
piſs 


* 
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piſts, who attend the Roman Catholic chapel in the neigh- 
ouring pariſh of Muthil, in which, as well as in Crieff, 
many of them reſide. 


Schools. Beſides the parochial ſchool, at which are taught 
from 50 to 109 ſcholars, there are 3 othets, ſupported by the 
Society for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge; one of which 
bas often, during the winter ſeaſon, 100; the other 2 from 
50 to bo ſcholars. In the remote patts of the pariſh, there 
are 2 or 3 ſmall ſchools, ſupported by the tenants, whoſe 
children derive benefit froin them. 


A, Poor. The number of poor on the pariſh roll is 12. Some 
lou ef theſe receive a weekly, and ſome only an occaſional ſup- 


ply. The weekly penſioners receive 6d. or 1s: ; the occa- 
Fonal ones 28. or 38. three or four times in the year; and, at 
Martinmas and Candlemas, even the weekly penfiotiers receive 
bs. or 28. 6d. each. The annual ſum expended for their re- 
bief is about 4ol. This ſum is produced by the collections 
I the church, by proclamations, and morteloth dues, by fines 
br irregular matriages, and other tteſpaſſes, and the intereſt 
bt 1001, The poor are permitted to beg in the pariſh. Some 
poor houſe-keepers beg for corn in ſpring ; and many poor 
bouſe-wives beg for wool in ſummer. | 


Roads and Bridges. There is one great road through the 
pariſh, leading from Crieff to Loch-Erne head; and ſeveral 
naller roads through the glens. Between Crieff and Loch- 
Erne there are 5 ſtone bridges acroſs the river Erne, 3 of 
vhich conſiſt of 4 arches. There are beſides ſeveral ſtone and 
doden bridges on the Ruchil, the Lednaig, &c. The roads 
=” this and the neighbouting pariſhes were formerly made by 
neetinfWiie ſtatute labour; but this was lately converted into money, 
e 6 5 Voi. I. A 3 Tenants, 

piſs | 
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Tenants, who poſſeſs farms of 3ol. yearly rent, pay from the 
to 146. All above and below this ſum pay in proportic, the 
Cottagers, villagers and tradeſmen, pay 25. or 18. 6d. each is! 
The conyerfion money is very well laid out; but the inha {Whol 
bitants of the glens complain of late that too much is expend. 
ed on the great road. The ſum collected is inſufficient for 
keeping all the roads in proper repair, as they are very mw 
merous, and liable to be hurt by the mountain torrents, 


Character and Language.—Like the generality of the cor 
mon Highlanders, the lower ranks here are modeſt, peaceab| 
and very. obliging. There are few law-ſuits among then; 
and there have been none for theſe 10 years, except about 
legacies, multures, and marches. They are frugal, moderats, 
and induſtrious; and, except at merry meetings, are not much 
addicted to drinking.—The common language of the people 
is Gaelic. All the natives underſtand it; but many, eſpecial 
of the. old, do not underſtand Engliſh well. All the young 
people can ſpeak Engliſh ; but, in order to acquire it, the 
muſt go to ſervice in the Low Country, The Gaelic is nd 


ſpoken in its purity, neither here nor in any of the borderi pla 
pariſhes. | | this 
wit 

Advantages and Diſadvantages —This pariſh having gol d 


roads, particularly on the E. and W., has a ſafe and ei 
communication both with the Low Country and the Higt 
lands. The traders, in the village, traffic much with the peopl 
of Balquhidder and Killin. Theſe they ſerve with oat · me 
barley-meal, and whiſky; and get in return flax, linen) 
and wool. There is a good flate quarry near the forelt 
Glenairtney, It is the only one in this part of the count? 
There is likewiſe an excellent lime quarry, at the W. ende 
the pariſh, very near the fide of Loch-Erne, which has bes 


I; 
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om gu the means of improving a great part of the land, in this and 


ortica Ide neighbouring pariſh of Monivaird. The raw lime-ſtone 
"each, Mis brought in a large boat to the E. end of the loch, and there 
> inha Wold, burnt ar unburnt, as purchaſers incline. —The greateſt 
pen, I diſadvantage, under which many parts of the pariſh labour, is 
ent ler che ſcarcity and high price of fuel. White timber, or peeled 
ry ok, once plentiful and cheap, is now ſcarce and dear. Peats, 
at beſt a troubleſome and expenſive, though the moſt common 
ſuel, are diſtant from the village, and moſt of the farms, 2 or 
Z miles. The neareſt good coal lies at the diſtance of 25 
ceable miles from the village. Were the ſhort road made acroſs the 
then; bills to the ſouthward of Comrie, which is earneſtly longed for, 
goals will become cheaper and more plentiful. This road 
derat vill leſſen the diſtance very conſiderably, and, when procured, 
will tend much to advance the happineſs and proſperity of this 
part of the country, 


I 


eciall 
youll Antiqurties. In 3 different places in the pariſhes, there are 
, they to be ſeen the remains of ſmall Druidical temples“. The 


is no] greateſt piece of antiquity here is the Roman camp on the 
dering plain of Dalgincroſs, in the neighbourhood of Comrie. On 
this plain are ſtill viſible very diſtin& remains of two camps, 
with only an inconfiderable diſtance between them, and joined 
by an agger f. 


Big Aa 2 Earthquakes. 
mes The ſtones of one of theſe near the village were broken to pieces, about 10 


uu Jears ago, and uſed in building one of the new houſes: And it has been remark- 
ed, by ſome lovers of antiquity, that thoſe who were guilty of this act of facrilege 
Fever proſpered afterwards. 

* Mr, Goxpon, in his /tinerarium . publiſhed in 1726, ſhews 
this to have been the plain, on which the battle was fought between AckicorA 
and GaLcacus, One of the camps is 402 paces long, and 392 broad. The 
her is now conſiderably diminiſhed by the encroachments of the Ruchil. 
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Eartbgunttes.— This pariſh, and the neighbourhood, have, 
for more than 3 years paſt, been not a little alarmed by 
ſeveral ſmart ſhocks of an earthquake. It was firſt felt, 
or rather loud noifes, unaccompanied with any concuſſion, 
were heard by the inhabitants of Glenlednaig, during autumn 
1789. Theſe noiſes were firſt ſuppoſed to be peals of thug. 
der; afterwards, as they were heard ſometimes when the {ky 
was quite clear, the people imagined they were occaſioned by 
the firing of the carronades at Dunira. F inding, however, on 
inquiry, that they did not proceed from this cauſe, they were 
at a loſs how to account for them, till the 5th of November 
1789, when, about 6 o'clock in the evening, they were alarm. 
ed by a loud rumbling noiſe, accompanied with a ſevere ſhock 
of an earthquake. This ſhock, which is generally ſuppoſed to 
be the moſt violent of any that has happened here, was very 
ſenfibly felt over a tract of country of more than 20 miles in 
extent. Since that period the ſhocks have been very frequent, 
and at times pretty violent; but hitherto they have done ny 
harm. Within theſe 3 or 4 weeks, fince the weather hu 
ſettled into drought, they bave ceaſed altogether. The cen- 1 
tre of the earthquake is, as nearly as can be gueſſed, about WM lf 
the mouth of Glenlednaig, a mile or two north from the vil, 


| pri 
lage of Comrie, What ſupports this conjecture is, that the fro 
people who live on the E. fide of the glen, feel the cart» gie 


quake begin in the N. W., and proceed in a ſouth-eaſterly wh 
direction: Thoſe again who inhabit the country on the W. 
fide of it, think it takes its xiſe in the N. E., and expires u 
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nn WM UNITED PARISHES OF FORBES AND 
 tky KEARN. 


r, on (Preſbytery of Alford — County and Synod of Aberdeen.) 
arm. By the Rev. Mr. BENJamin MERCER, Miniſter of the Pariſh, 


— 0 — — — Tv MD. — 


Origin of the Names. 


HE ancient name of the pariſh of FokBEs is totally un- 

known. The pariſh feems to derive its preſent appel- 
lation from the noble family of FoxBxs, who have been pro- 
prietors of it for ſeveral centuries paſt. KEARN has its name 
from a cairn in the pariſh ; which ſeems to have been, in an- 
cient times, an extenſive dry fortification ; but when, or by 
Whom erected, tradition itſelf pretends not to ſay. 


Situation and Extent, f9c.—Theſe pariſhes are diſtant from 
Aberdeen about 22 miles, ſouth-weſterly ; their length, from 
N. W. to S8. E., is about 64 miles; their breadth 2. They meet 
in a point, in the middle of a ridge of mountains, which ex- 
tend 10 or 12 miles from the chapel of Garrioch, on the 
N. E., to Auchendoir aud Kildrummy on the S. W. Theſe 
mountains have various appellations, according to their dif- 

ferent 
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ferent fituations. That part of them which ſeparates Forbes 
and Kearn, and which is abont 5 miles over, is called Core, 
which, they, who are acquainted with the Gaelic, ſay, ſignifi 
the Hill of the Muirfowl, and with which, indeed, it pretty 
much abounds. On the S. E. fide of this mountain, and o 
a gentle dechvity, extending about 2 miles along the banks of 
the river Don, lies the pariſh of Forbes. It contains, by 
late meaſurement, 4075 acres ; of which there are, 


Aera. 
Under tillage, - - $857 Paſture, - . 
In meadow graſs, — 53 Muir, - - 
Xo wood and graſs, - 69 Mos, — — 


—— Kearn lies on the N. W. fide of the ſaid mountain, on: 
very eaſy declivity to the river Bogie. As the meaſurement 
of this pariſh never happened to come into the hands of the 
author hereof, he cannot aſcertain its extent with preciſion; 
but it is ſuppoſed to, contain 2916 acres,. of which there may 
be about 609 under tillage, the reſt in paſture, moſs and mui, 


Soil and Product ions, Cc. The ſoil throughout the whale 
diſtri& is naturally light and dry. This quality renders i 
favourable for early harveſts. The crop, however, in di 
ſeaſons, is generally thin and ſhort ; but, when refreſhed with 
frequent ſhowers of rain, it becomes very weighty and lux. 
riant, where the ſoil is in good heart, The principal produc 
tions of this diſtrict are oats and bear: Some tenants ſow a lev 
peaſe, but to no great extent. All of them, however, ſos 1 
few turnips ; and plant ſuch quantities of potatoes, greets 
and dabbages, as are ſufficient for their own conſumption 
The diftri& ſupplies itſelf with proviſions, and ſends a conſ 
derable quantity to market. | . - 
| 1 | C ultivati 0h 
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Cultivation, —The old mode of cultivation continues; the 
old Scotch plough, drawn | by 8, 10, and 12 exen, and fone 
with horſes and oxen together ; one crop of bear and 3 of 
corn, after dunging the infield ; and 5 crops of corn on out- 
jeld, after lathing.. The outfield lies other 5 years in natural 
graſs ; but the infield generally goes on in the foreſaid rota- 
tion. There is not an acre of land improved in this diſtrict, 
excepting a few, which Me. Grant of Driminner has improve 
ed, in the farm which he has in his own hands; all the reſt 
kes in the ſame ſtate in which it was 3o years ago. | 


Wood, Rivers and Fiſh, Cc. There are no artificial planta- 
tions of timber in this diſtrict. There is ſome natural wood along. 
the banks of the Don and the Bogie, conſiſting of aller, birch, 
and ſome hagberry ; but of no great extent or value.— The 
river Don, which runs through a ſmall part of the pariſh of 
Forbes, and almoſt bounds it on the S. E. and S., is a beau- 
tiful limpid ſtream, and abounds with fine burn trouts, ſome of 
them 3 Ib. and 4 Ib. weight. Some ſalmon come up in the ſpring, 
and are taken with the rod and ſpear in ſummer, It often 
overflows its banks, and, as its motion is rapid, it does great 
hurt to the erops in ſummer, and ſometimes carries off great 
quantities of corn in autumn. The Bogie, which bounds Kearn 
on the N. W. having its ſource and part of its courſe in moſſy 
ground, is naturally black and muddy.. Tt abounds, however, 
with ſmall burn trouts ; but no ſalmon come up ſo far as Kearn. 
It frequently alſo overflows its banks; but, as its motion is 
low, it does little hurt to the corn fields, either in ſummer or 
autumn. There is another ſmall ſtream, called the Effel, which 
Uvides Forbes from Tillineſsle, and which has 1 lint and 3 
torn mills on it. 


Mountain. The hill of Correen, which ſeparates Forbes 
| from 
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from Kearn, is covered with heath, moſs and turf. It makes 
an excellent ſneep- walk in ſummer. As they ſtroll in it night 
and day, they afford excellent mutton in the months of Sep. 
tember and October, in dry ſeaſons. Its perpendicular height 
from the bed of the river Don, will be between 400 and 50 
yards. Immediately on the oppoſite fide of the river, there i 
another mountain, nearly of the ſame height, called Calwar; 
at the foot of which there is one farm belonging to the parih 
of Forbes: That part of the hill which belongs to this farm, i 
covered with heath, and makes a good ſheep- walk. 


Fuel. —Peats and turf are the only fuel made uſe of in this 
diſtri, which the hill of Correen affords in great plenty, and 
of the beſt quality. The tenant, however, cannot accommo- 
date his family with ſo neceſſary an article, but at a ver 
high expence yearly. For beſides the expence of caſting up 
peats and turf, the whole ſummer quarter is ſpent in drying 
and bringing them home; and if to this be added the loſs d 
the ſummer ſeaſon, for preparing dung for the land, it will be 
impoſſible to calculate the damages, either to the tenant as 
individual, or to the public at large. Heath is generally made 
uſe of for drying corn for the mill, as well as for houſe uſe, 
No coal is uſed in this diſtri& but for ſmithy work. 


Manure.—Animal dung (mixed with earth and peat aſhes) 
is the only manure uſed in the diſtrict. Although there be 3 
hme-ſtone quarry in the hill of Correen, of a very fine qu# 
lity, and plenty of peats and turf to burn it, no perſevering 
attempt has yet been made to bring it to a proper bearing 
The heritors are careleſs and remiſs, and the tenants have nei- 
ther abilities nor encouragement to work it. hen 


Climate ¶ ru 
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Climate and Diſeaſes. —The air is dry, clear, and healthful; 
nd as the country in general is mountainous, it has a fine 
ulation at all ſeaſons, though often very ſharp and cold. 
e diſeaſes incident to the people of this diſtri, and of the 
ountry in general, are yarious : lingering fevers, of the nerv- 
us kind, few inflammatory; gout, rheumatiſm, jaundice, 
rophula, ſcurvy, gravel and ſtone, ſmall-pox, meaſles, hoop- 
g cough, &c, Inſtances of all theſe are frequently to be 
et with among the people. Some children are loſt by the 
mall-pox, meaſles and hooping cough. But as the people, 
na great meaſure, have got over their prejudices againſt ino- 
ulation, very few now die in the ſmall-pox. But of all the 
liſeaſes that prevail in this country, the ſcurvy is the moſt 
pidemical, and may juſtly be called the bane and fcourge of 
human nature. This diſtemper may primarily be contracted 
from various cauſes ; idle indolent habits, unwholeſome food, 
Impure air, the want of attention to cleanlineſs, a ſedentary 
life, &c. may occafion it. Sedentary employmants are evi- 
lently nouriſhers of this, as well as of all other putrid diſ- 
ders ; and when any putrid diſorder gets hold of the human 
mſtitution, it is not eafily expelled, and of conſequence be- 


; ule, omes hereditary, and is handed down to poſterity with all 
Its woeful increafing force. This in reality is but too much 
| Wile caſe with the ſcurvy among the people of this country. 
ſhes) den this diſtemper is cutaneous, its effects are often dread- 
- bed ul; but 9 out of 10 have it latent in the body, and then its 
9 fects are baneful indeed! It falls upon the ſofter and warmer 
erung parts of the body, mixes itſelf intimately with the circulation 
aring: ok. the blood, corrupts it, weakens and enfeebles all parts of 
e nen e frame, and corrodes the lungs, ſtomach and inteſtines ; 
ence fœtid breath, perſpiration and ſtool ; coſtive habits, ob- 
linate 


kuctions of the menſes; various pains throughout the body; 
Wghs and difficulty of breathing; ſore eyes and throats; 
Vol., XI. B b ſtitches, 
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ſtitches; headachs ; ſwellings and boils, now and then, 9. 
various parts of the body; laſſitudes and melancholy hab m 
&c. All theſe, and many more that will not bear deſcription, 
are the diſmal effects of this dreadful ſcourge, and ate ii f. 
ſeverely felt from time to time among the people at lay: WM { 
and premature death is often the conſequence ſeyeral inſtane i A 
of which could be given in this, and in other neighbouring 

diſtrits, within theſe 10 years paſt. It is dreadful to think WW 41 
in how many ways this ſhocking diſtemper preys on the hu. 
man frame, and often renders the unhappy ſufferer a nuiſan 
to himſelf and to ſociety. Beſides, the nature of this, as we 


as of all other putrid diſtempers, is extremely infeQious: 
The clothes ſcorbutic perſons wear and ſleep in, and the ai s 
they breath, will convey inſenſibly the contagion to a cle 1 
perſon ; and they who fleep with them muſt ſoon feel the 
woeful couſequences*. It is a pity that no ſpecific has yet ben 
found ſufficient, to eradicate this growing evil, or at leaſt u 
countetact its malignant force. Nothing, perhaps, would A I 
more worthy the attention of goyernment, than to offer p Tt 
miums for the moſt effeAual ſpecifics againſt ſo deſtruQive 
diſtemper ; the conſequence might be, the hardy ſoldier, an | 
the healthy ſubject. \ an 
Populatuiy wI 
ye: 
| * Of the truth of the above remarks, there is a melancholy inſtance in vi are 
pariſh, of a perſon, who, aſter having enjoyed the beſt ſtate of health for u anc 
ſpace of 48 years of his age, unfortunacely, by fleeping with a perſon dec to 
tinctured with this diſtemper, in a ſmall cloſe room, caught the infcQion, N fio 
for 10 years paſt, has experienced all its dreadful effects; and indeed, for 9 
of theſe years, has been rendered incapable, in great meaſure, of attcoding ll bit 


any buſineſs ; and, after laying out, of a ſmall income, a conſiderable ſum of 
ney, on doctors, medicines, goat's whey, &c. endeavouring to get clear of * 
diſtemper, he has little other hopes left, than to ſpin out the remainder of 5 
days in the ſame woeful fituation, and to wait for purification in the | 
This ought to be a warning to every individual in health, to beware with * 
they aſſociate, leſt they meet with the ſame fatal couſequences, - 
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1 00 Population. — As no regular regiſter has been kept here ſor 
abis, Wl many years paſt, no proper account can be given of the po- 
tion, pulation at different periods; only, in the year 1722, when 
re II Forbes and Kearn were united, the number of examinable per- 
arge, ſons in both was - - - - 3 
anc And, in 1755, when the return was made to Dr. Web- 

uring ſter, the number of ſouls was — 436 
think Wl At preſent (1793), it amounts only to - — +350 


hu. 

: Decreaſe, - 2 66 

$ wel | 
* Of theſe there are Males. Females. Total. 
At and under 12 years of age, = 49 44 93 
he ai . s 
Between 13 and 69, inclafive, - 121 137 258 
At and above op. 11 8 19 


181 189 370 


The number of families in both pariſhes is - —_ 0 
The average number of perſons in each, - - 4 


Manufafures.The chief manufaQture, carried on in this 
and the neighbouring pariſhes, is knitting of ſtockings ; in 
which occupation moſt of the women, thoughout the whole 
year, and ſome boys and old men, during the winter ſeaſon, 
are employed. They receive for ſpinning, doubling, twiſting 
and weaving each pair, from xcd. to 28. Sterling, according 
to the fineneſs or coarſeneſs of the materials, and the dimen- 
hons of the ſtockings, Some few women are employed-in 
pinning lint, ; 
Bbz2 Cattle. 


The number of ſouls in theſe pariſhes has been much the ſame as at preſent 
for x6 years paſt, 
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Cattle. The number of black cattle, in the diſtrict, is 515 


4 a6 ſheep, — 4 1 ** 2074 
horſes,————— 1; 
3 — dw — carts, "1 8 1 65 


Church and School, — At what time the churches of Forbes 
and Kearn were built, no perſon living knows. They are a 
preſent in bad repair; and, at the death of the preſent ineum. 
bent, the pariſhes are to be annexed to Auchendoir and Til. 
lineſsle. The manſe was built about qo years ago, and has 
got many partial repairs fince, but is ſtill a mean habitation, 
The ſtipend is 221, Sterling, including 41. Scotch for com- 
munion elements, and 3 chalders of victual, together with: 
glebe of about 8 acres, graſs included. The tithes are ſaid 
to be valued and exhauſted. Lord Forbes lately was, but 
now Lord Fife is, patron. There never has been any legil 
ſchool in this diſtri& ; only ſome of the miniſters either kept 
a ſchool themſelves, or kept a boy for educating their own 
children, and admitted the children in the neighbourhood to 
partake of the benefit. The preſent incumbent applied for # 
ſchool 4 years ago; but the application was unſuccefsful. 


Poor, —Before. the year 1782, the funds for the poor were 
only about 30l. Sterling, beſides the ordinary collections, which 
ſcarcely amount to 21. Sterling per annum. But in 1782-3 
the ſaid funds were totally exhauſted ; and therefore no pet- 
ſions can be beftowed on any, but only ſome aſſiſtance given 
where it is abſolutely neceflary. No poor's rates have ye 
taken place in this country. In the years 1782 and 1783, by 
the activity of the ſeſſion, partly by the foreſaid funds, and 
partly by the goverument's gratuity, together with the uſe df 


private money, the poor in this diſtrict were equally well 5 
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lied with any in the neighbourhood. But the heritors nei- 
ther took any concern, nor expended a ſingle ſhilling for their 


rchek. 


* 


Heritors, Rents, and Roads, — There are 3 heritors in this 
diſtrict, only 1 of whom reſides, The valued rent is 11661, 
Scotch; the preſent rent, reckoning the victual paid to the 
heritors at 125. Sterling per boll, is 6521. Sterling. The roads 
in this diſtri are made and repaired by the ſtatnte labour on- 
ly; and, of conſequence, they are in a moſt wretched ſtate, 
being ſcarcely paſſable in the winter ſeaſon. 


Antiquities, —There are no antiquities in this diſtri worth 
mentioning, excepting ſome Druidical places of worſhip, and 
: few trifling tumuli, which ſeem to have been burial places 
in the times of heatheniſm. None of them have yet been 
opened. Driminner, the ancient ſeat of the family of Forbes, 
i the only caſtle and gentleman's feat in the diſtrict. It ſeems 
to have been built about the middle of the 16th century; the 
oldeſt date is I 577. 


Cbaracter.— That the people in this diſtrict are ſatisfied 
with their preſent ſituation, cannot with propriety be ſaid; 
their rents being triple and quadruple what they formerly 
vere, their lands ſt ill unimproved, their leaſes ſhort, their ſtock 
exhauſted in the years 1782 and 1783, beſides the high rates 
of ſervants fees. All theſe, as well as other circumſtances that 
could be mentioned, keep them ſtill in pinching poverty, in 
ſpite of their utmoſt induſtry. They are, in ſtature, about 
the middle ſize, and, in general, of a ſomewhat ſwarthy com- 
plexion, As to their manner of life, they are induſtrious, 
lober, regular attendants on public worſhip and other ordinances | 
of the goſpel ; charitable, and of an obliging temper and diſ- 
Polition, There are no ſectaries among them. 


6 
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NUMBER XIII. 


' PARISH OF CAMERON. 


(Preſbytery of St. Andrews Synod and County of Fife.) 


By the Rev. Mr. Jonx Mair, Miniſter. 


rection, Situation, and Extent. 


HIS pariſh was disjoined from St. Andrews about 166 

years ago. The church and manſe lie almoſt in the centre 
about 3 computed miles S. W. from the city of St. Andrews. 
Its extent, from N. to S., is 3 computed miles; and 4 fron 
E. to W.; but, from N. E. to S. W., and from N. W. to 
8. E., 4 computed miles each way. 


Cultivation, Minerals, Soil, c. — About 30 years before 
the disjunction, there was plenty of game; and long after that 
period, even no farther back than 60 years ago, almoſt all eaſt 


ward from the church, there was one continued tract of heath; 
but at preſent nothing of that kind is to be ſeen, excepting upon 
the lands of Lathocker, belonging to Miſs Scorr, who, it b 
to be hoped, when ſhe arrives at majority, will give prop* 


encouragement to cultivate that barren ſpot. What has "7 
0 
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of ſingular ſervice in making ſuch an alteration is the lime-ſtone 
and coal, with which this pariſh abounds. The ſoil differs 
very much through the whole pariſh ; and though ſome very 
good grain is produced, (eſpecially on the farms to the north. 
ward of the church), yet, in general, it is better adapted for 
paſturage. The proprietors are ſo ſenſible of this, that more 
than one half of the pariſh, which was all open fields 30 years 
go, is now incloſed ; and fimilar improvements are daily 
making upon the reſt of it, 


Farm Rents, Prices of Labour, 9c. —Rents are conſiderably 
niſed within theſe 30 years. All the farms, of which leaſes 
have been lately granted, produce to the proprietor double, 
and ſome of them triple, of what they did formerly. The price 
of labour, in ſome meaſure, keeps pace with the rents. Tailors, 
whoſe wages were no more than 4d. per day, demand 10d, ; 
maſons, who uſed to work for a merk, (1 3s. 4d. Scotch), look for 
18. 8d, Ster.; day labourers cannot be got under 1s. ; common 
ploughmen have raiſed their wages, from 40s. and a pair of 
lhoes, to 51. Sterling; and they who ſow and bigg, expect 7 
guineas. Women ſervants, who uſed to be ſatisfied with 20s. 
i the year, will not now engage under al. 10s. at the loweſt, 
and few can be got under 3l. The article of coals is very much 
Advanced in price within theſe 40 years: A cart load at the 
hill coſt only 18. 4d- ; but now, for the ſame quantity, 3s., 
ud ſometimes 3s. 6d. is paid. Indeed, it muſt be owned, 
that the expence of working coal is greatly increaſed. Two 
ire engines are employed for that purpoſe, in this pariſh, by 
1eath; Mr. Duauan of LarGo, and the coal-hewers receive more 
upon ages. Adjacent to one of theſe fire engines, he has lately 
\ its Red a number of houſes to accommodate the workmen. 


5 been | Population, 
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Population. —Though this be a new village, the number a 
inhabitants in the pariſh has increaſed very little within theſs 
x3 years, and has decreaſed confiderably within theſe 40 years, 
as appears from the following 


PorvULATION TABLE of the Pariſh of CAaMERon,. 


Number of ſouls in 1755, 1295 Number of weavers, - 


Ditto in 179 3. 1165 1 
— — and 
Decreaſe in 38 years, 130 ſhoemakers, = ciene 


| — —  — millers, af A 
Population in 1780, 1151 - maſons, - = 


— — ſniths, - 


Increaſe within the laſt 13 years, 14 ——— flax dreſſers, 


ö 


The above decreaſe is to be attributed to the many inch. de! 

fates. which have taken place, which naturally operate in di. uin 

—_— the men: pf having a number of ſervants. - he 
oi and F is no difeaſe peculiar to thi 

pariſh; and when any become epidemical in the neighbour. 

hood, they feldom find their way ſo high as to reach this, et 

cepting the ſmall-pox and the meaſles, which the ftraggling Y 


poor ſometimes introduce. The climate is remarkably healthy; 
and as an evidence of this, ſix perſons, within theſe 4% 
years, were all alive about the fame time, aged upwards d 
90. At preſent, a few can reckon 80 years; and the milk 
ſter himſelf (who writes this narrative) is 71 complete, and 
has been 41 years in the * having been ordained in Marc 
E752, 


Chureb,—The ſtipend is made up by 10 bolls and 3 firlot 
of bear; 29 bolls, 2 firlots and 6 lippies of ſufficient oats, (de 
expreſſion 


\ 


er of 
theſe 
ears, 


a ee a. en. wits a 538 


= 
> 


n d. 


elan 
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expreſſion in the decreet of locality), and by 98 bolls 2 firlots 
of black oats, at half price, with 1581. 138. 4d. Scotch, as 
the parſonage tithes, and the vicarage of St. Andrews and 
Cameron pariſhes ; the collecting of which is both expenſive 
and troubleſome, being paid by 110 perſons, and ſome of the 
articles not exceeding one penny and three farthings ; a very 
trifling income! Indeed, under the denomination of commu» 
nion elements, one particular farm 1s ſaddled with 12 bolls 
and 2 firlots of black oats, at half price; and there is a ſuffi. 
ciency of unexhauſted tithes to anſwer a tolerable augmen- 
tation, which will certainly be obtained, whenever an incum- 
bent ſhall purſue for it. 


Rent, School, and Poor.— The valued rent is 58591. 78. 10d. 
Scotch, and yet affords no more than 100 merks of ſalary to 
the ſchoolmaſter.— The miniſter and elders have hitherto main- 
tained the poor by the weekly collections in the church, and 
the emoluments ariſing from the mort-cloth, 
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NUMBER XIV. ſoil 


PARISH OF KILMARONoOck RW 


{County and Preſbytery of Dumbartou—Synod of Glaſin H 
| and Ayr, * 

yer1 

viel 

By the Rev. Mr. ANDREW Wultg, Miniſter. * 

atte 

Fro 

e nefi 

fart 

Name, Erectios, and Extent. hav 


| rag” ſignifies the cell, chapel, or burying agr 
K ». place of St. Maronoch, or St. Marnoch. About tit the 
middle of laſt century, a conſiderable part of the pariſh ws nou 
disjoined from Kilmaronock, and annexed to Bonhill. Its pr. ella 
fent extent is about 5 miles in length, and from 2 to 4 wi *** 
in breadth. From the Dumbarton moors, the ground has ü 
general a gentle dechvity towards the north. 


River, Lake, Hills, and Soil. — The windings of he rivet 
Endrick, through a plain of more than 3000 acres, the Houle 
of Buchanan ſituated in the middle of the plain, with the ei- 
tenſive lawns and foreſts belonging to the Duke of Montrolt 
preſent to the traveller through this pariſh a moſt beavtitul 
landſcape, Lochlomond, with its numerous iſlands and . 
riegated banks, the ſurrounding bills, and towering mom. 

wy 


yup 
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uns, with the cloud-capt Benlomond, combine to render the 
feenery very pictureſque. On the banks of the Endrick, the 
foil is a deep rich loam, very favourable for paſturage or til- 
age ; on the riſing ground above the plain, the foil is in ge- 
geral a cold wet till; and, towards the moors, of a moſſy 
quality. 


Agriculture. That there are ſeldom inſtances of good huſ- 
bandry on {mall farms, except on ſoils of the greateſt fertility, 
or where there is a command of manure, is a maxim which is 
rerified in this pariſh, Many of the farms are ſo ſmall, as to 
yield but a ſcanty ſubſiſtence to the farmer ; and as no lime 
or ſtimulating manures can be got but at a high price, little 
attention is paid to the melioration of ſoil, or rotation of crops. 
From the price of labour and manure, compared with the be- 
refit of rearing and fattening cattle, ſome of the moſt judicious 
farmers, in this pariſh and neighbourhood, find their intereſt in 
having their grounds in paſture rather than tillage. But as 
agriculture is acknowledged to be the moſt permanent baſis of 
the wealth of a country, it would certainly redound to the ho- 
nour and intereſt of gentlemen, who are poſſeſſed of large 
eltates, to exhibit a pattern of improvement; or, if this is 
not found convenient, judicious and experienced farmers might 
de more encouraged, by letting leaſes on one or more lives. 
duch a practice, it is evident, would be attended with the 
moſt beneficial conſequences; at leaſt, it would certainly be 
preferable to the cuſtom, of granting leaſes of arable farms 
for nine, or even nineteen years; where the farmer no ſooner 
begins to improve, than he purſues an oppoſite ſyſtem, of ex- 
hauſting his farm by too frequent cropping, from the idea 
that he may be turned out at the expiration of the leaſe, and 
a ſtranger who offers more rent preferred. 
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Milli and Multures.— There are three corn-mills in the py 
riſh ; the greateſt part of the lands are thirled, or aſtricted u 
one or other of theſe mills. The multure, in general, after: 
deduction of ſeed and horſe-corn, amounts to about a twelfh 


part of the crop; a fervitude not only highly oppreſlive u C] 
the farmer, but which has a tendency to prevent emulatic Wl :nce 
among the millers, in the execution of their buſineſs, that 
a lat 

Fiſheries. —The Endrick abounds, at certain ſeafons, wit Wl i ch 
falmons, pikes, trouts, perches, pars, &c. There is an er om 
cellent ſalmon fithery in Lochlomond, near the place where Wl roch 
the Endrick diſcharges into the lake. As the ſalmon are nt {cho 
now interrupted in their courſe up the Leven, as formerly, Wl per 
the fiinertes, on the banks of the lake, are likely to turn out Wil «the 
very profitable to the different proprietors. falat 
| Is N 

Population, The population of this bariſh is on the de. in | 
cline, chiefly owing to the increaſe of trade and manufaQure WI neg! 


at Bonhill and Balfron, where many of the people have ſt 
tled. The return to Dr. Webſter, in 1755, was = 119; | 


From au enumeration in 1792, there were found to be mat 
JJC. / d LE —ao©« 
| dae 
Decreaſe, - - - - 3. 
— 
Of theſe there-were, below 10 years of age, - 210 A 
The number of families was - . 
No authentic account can be given of the births, as many 0! 
the people, and particularly the Diſſenters, decline to hate aft 
them inſerted. in the pariſh regiſter. pal 


Heritors and Rent.—The number of heritors is 54. Ti 


greateſt part of them have but ſmall properties: 32 are reſi 
dent, 


ent, 
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dent, and 22 non-reſident. The valued rent is 33 29l. 168. 6d. 
Scotch: The real rent cannot be eaſily aſcertained, as a great 
part of the lands are in the hands of the proprietors. 


Church and Schools. — The church has much the appear- 
ance of antiquity. The manſe was built in 1751, and fince 
that time it has been enlarged and repaired. The ſtipend, by 
x late augmentation, beſides the glebe, is 6 chalders of meal, 
1 chalder of bear, and gol. 5s. Sterling in money, including 
communion elements, Lord Stonefield is patron.— The pa- 
rochial ſchoolmaſter has x00 merks ſalary. The number of 
ſcholars is uſuaily about 40. His living is only about 151. 
per annum. Beſides the parochial ſchool, there are generally 
other two. The ſchoolmaſter of one of them has 50 merks 
falary, befides ſchool fees. If ſome ſuitable encoura gement 
is not ſoon given to ſchoolmaſters, it is apprehended, that, 


in many places, the education of children will be totally 
ꝛeglected. 


Prices of Labour, Fuel. Cc. — The wages of a good plough- 
man, for the year, befides board and lodging, are from 81. to 
12], Sterling. Thoſe of a woman ſervant, for the year, be- 
des board, are from zl. to al. Sterling. The prices of pro- 
vihons are nearly the ſame with the Glaſgow and Dumbarton 
markets. —Peats are the common fuel. Coals are brought 
from Kilpatrick, a diſtance of 12 or 14 miles. 


Roads, —The military road from Stirling.to Dumbarton, 


aſter eroſſing the Endrick, by an excellent modern bridge, 
paſſes, from E. to W., through the pariſh. There is alſo an 
excellent turnpike road, which is now nearly completed, lead- 


ng from this place by Eaſter Kupatrick to Glaigow. 


Springs, 
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Springs, Woods, and Game. Every field almoſt abound 
with perennial ſprings, oozing from rocks of free-ftone, 0f 
theſe St. Maronoch's Well is the moſt famons. From the 
ſprings collected, ſmall rivulets run, interſecting the ground; 
and render them very convenient for paſturage.— There we 
ſeveral woods in the pariſh, the value of which has conſider. 
ably increaſed within theſe few years. The woods on the 
banks of Lochlomond, belonging to Miſs Buchanan of Drum. 
kill, and John Buchanan, Eſq. of Ardoch, abound with wodd- 
cocks, in the beginning ef winter. — The moors, on the cos. 
fines of the pariſh, are much reſorted to by the ſportſmen, in 
the hunting ſeaſon, There is a general complaint, that the 
birds are much ſcarcer within theſe few years. This may 
be partly accounted for from the increaſe of the ſtock of ſheey, 
and the ſmall inducement the ſhepherds have to preſerve the 
game. 


Antiquities, There are the remains of 2 Romiſh chapels 
At Catter, now the property of the Duke of MonTros, 
there is a large artificial mound of earth, where, in ancicat 
times, courts were held; near to which the Duke of Lennox 
had a place of reſidence. There is not now the ſmalleſt vel 
tige of the building. The caſtles of Kilmaronock* and Bat- 


turret , now in ruins, appear to have been formerly ve! 
magnificent edifices, 


Miſcellaneous 0B/ervations.—There are no towns nor vik 
lages in the pariſh, nor any man ufactures carried on. The 
me! 


The property of Robert M*Goune, Efq. of Mains. 
+ The property of George Haldane, Eſq. of Gleneagles. 


to th 


/ Rilmaronoeh, 207 


nen are, in general, employed in huſbandry ; but, as the 
farms are ſmall, they are not oppreſſed with hard labour. 
The women are engaged in ſpinning flax, or in work they 
receive from manufacturers. The people are grave and ſober ;- 
but ſome of them are rather diſpoſed to be litigious*® . 


NUM. 


About the beginning of the preſent century, the pariſh was much expoſed 
to the depredation of certain freebootcrs, who carried off the cattle ; ſo that the 
farmers, for their protection, engaged to pay them, or others, a certain tax, named 
Wark meal, which was regularly exacted until 1745, when a better police was 
eſtabliſhed. 
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NUMBER XV. 


PARISH OF AIR LL. 


% 


(Preſoytery of Meigle— County of Forfar —Synod of Ang 


and Mearns, 
By the Rev. Mr. Jauks STORMONTH, Miniſter, 


—— — . 4 


Form, Extent, and Soil. 


HE form of this pariſh is an irregular parallellogram. Ti 

length it is between 5 and 6 miles; in breadth between 

3 and 4, and in ſome places more. The ſoil is various, ge- 
nerally a light ſand, or deep black mould. 


Situation, Climate and Diſeaſes.— The pariſh may be divid- 

ed into 2 diſtricts. About two thirds of it lie in Strathmote, 
and the other forms the higher ground, which ſeems to tet 
minate the ſtrath on the N. In the former the elimate b 
mildeſt ; but the air is moſt pure and healthy in the latte 
and freeſt from the fogs. Rheumatiſms, flow fevers, and 
ſometimes agues prevail, eſpecially in the neighbourhood of 
the moſſy and ſwampy ground, 
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Surface and Cultivation. The lower part of the pariſh 
has the appearance of being flat; but in many places it is 
very unequal, About 26 years ago, it was almoſt in a ſtate 
of nature, with ſcarcely an encloſure in it: Now, the greateſt 
part is cultivated to a high degree, and about two thirds of 


Wit ſubſtantially encloſed, either with ſtone dikes, ditch and 


hedge, or ditch and paling ; which fences, with the ſtripes 
and clumps of planting, well drefled fields, and handſome 
farm ſteadings, make a moſt beautiful appearance, 


Acres, 
Of arable land it is ſuppoſed there are about - 4300 
Of moſſy, ſwampy, and waite ground, about - 700 
And in planting, about - = 83 - 9oo 


In all, - - — 5900 


Produce and Cattle, Oc. — The common returns from the 
arable ground, in oats and bear, are from 4 to 6 bolls per 
acre; and of wheat from 8 to 10. There is but little hay 
mace, the farmer finding his account rather in fattening cattle.“ 
Of theſe there may be reared in a ſeaſon about 599, and fat- 
tened on turnips from 180 to 200. There are about 400 more 
cattle in the pariſh. The mode of culture is much the ſame 
with what has been deſcribed in other improved pariſhes. 
Farmers, who pay from 150l. to Zool. of rent, poſſeſs about 
one half. There is one farmer indeed who pays more; but 
he, with other two, does not reſide. There is one threſhing 
machine iu the pariſh. There is only one flock of ſheep. The 
ewes were brought from Northumberland about a year and 
a half ago, and thrive remarkably well. Thetr fleeces bring 
about 4s. each ; and, when fat, they weigh about 22 lb. per 

Vor. XI. D d | -*- a> 


The prices of labour and proviſions are much the ſame as in the neigh- 


bouring pariſhes of Meigle and Kingoldrum. 
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leg. Their number, and that of the ploughs and mills, i; A 
follows: 


umbe 


SOEEP» PrLovons. - Mitts, 2 
ſcore ewes, - 180 | Two-horſe ploughs, - 33 Corn mills, _ 
9 ſcore lambs, - 180 | Three-horſe ditto, + #7 | Flour ditto, 
7 ſcore hogs, - 140 | Four-horſe ditto, - 16 | Lint ditto, 


a 2 om; ao aw 


Total, 500 Total, - 76 Total, 


Heritors, Rent, and Fuel. — The heritors are 7 in number; 
none of whom refide, excepting one gentleman, a few months 
in ſummer. There is only one gentleman's ſeat in the pariſ; 
but Airly Caſtle will ſoon make another. The valued rent; 
331ol. Scotch. The real rent is about 2850l. Sterling, i. 
cluding what ariſes from moſs and marl. The former vil 
bring for peats, the chief fuel of the lower claſs, near 10%, 
and the latter about 30ol. 


Church, School, and Poor.._.The church was rebuilt i 
1783, and the manſe in 1792. The living is 85 bolls 3 fl. 
lots x peck J lippie meal, and 43 bolls 3 firlots bear, with 
about gl. of vicarage tithes, a glebe and garden. The Lal 
of STRATHMORE is patron.— The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary ai 
ſchool fees amount to about 161. or 171.—-The poor are (vp 
plied by the weekly collections, mortclath money, and the 
intereſt of about 1501. The number upon the roll, during 
the laſt 10 years, has been from 4 to 9, beſides many wie 
have received occafional ſupplies. In 1782, 20l. Sterling A 
were expended in purchaſing meal for the moſt necelliiowl Ear 
families, at U 


Population. —_The number of pariſhioners has decreaſed il thei 
within theſe 40 years, owing to the improvements of lu firo 
and junction of farms, which hate alſo greatly diminiſhed the Wi Sou 


number of inhabited houſes. mo! 
Pots. 
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u 
PorULATION TABLE of the Pariſh of AlRLx. 
amber of ſouls in 1755, - 1012 Members of the Eſtabliſhed 


Ditto in 1792, 5 865 Church, - - 854 

a — Seceders, - - 7 

Decreaſe, . 147 Epiſcopalians, — 4 

| — „ 

$65 

— 

— houſes uninhabited, or pulled Perſons under 10 years of age, 187 

down, - — 70 between Io and 20, 150 

— veavers, - 49 — 20 and 50, 399 

— tailors, - - 5 — Fo and 70, 10 

; — ſhoemakers, - 4 —ů— — 70 and 80. 16 

1 — ſmith, = — — 80 and go, - 3 
wil — wrights, - wt 

Lool, 


Mannxiaces, Brarus, and Burials, for the laſt 10 years. 


ee e Births. Bur. 
It in Mal. Fem. 
br 1782 14 | 12| 7 | 16 
30 1783112181 
with 17841012 $| 12 
1785 10! 14 | 18 | 14 
Eal 1786] 10| 14 | 13 | 9g 
„ ul 17870 71101715 
1788 11 | 12 2014 
 ſup- 1789 8131214 
d the T790| 7 | 17 | 14 8 
17911 13191024 
1 3 
wy Tot. tor 134 127 137 


rligg AIT Cas rLE.—Airly Caſtle, which gave title to Ogilvy 
tou WY Earl of Airly, is fituated in the N. W. corner of the pariſh, 
at the conflux of the Melgin aud Iſla. It is built on a pro- 
montory, formed by theſe two rivers, and elevated above 
esel their bed more than 100 feet. It has been a very large and 


land ſirong fortreſs, ſeemingly inacceſſible on every fide but the 
d th: South, on which it has been ſecured by a ditch and draw-bridge, 
2s than 20, perhaps 30 feet wide, and a wall (the front of 


Dida- the 
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the caſtle), 10 feet thick, and 35 feet high“. For romantic 
ſituation, and natural beauties, (ſuch as the ſerpentine wind. 
ings of rivers, trees and ſhrubs ſtarting from the brows g 
ſteep rocks, and lining the ſides of deep dens), it exceeds any 
thing in this part of the country. Till within theſe 3 year 
it has remained a ruin; but now an elegant modern houſe, 
built on the principal foundations of the caſtle, is juf 
ſiniſhing. | 


Caſtle of Balrie.— The caſtle of Balrie, another ruin, fitu. 
ated in Strathmore, has been built upon a riſing ground, to. 
wards the W. end of the preſent moſs (formerly a large loch) 
containing about 120 acres, to the eaſtward of the caſtle, and 
6 or 8 to the weſtward, The preſent proprietor, about 10 
years ago, dug up a part of the cauſeway which led into the 
draw-bridge ; ſo that there is little doubt of this place having 
been once very ſtrong, and almoft impregnable. The wall, 
in general, are about 8 feet thick ; but the houſe has been 
ſmall, and rather intended for a place of refuge in times 0 
danger, than the conſtant reſidenoe of a family +. 


Moſs of Balrie.— The moſs of Balrie was begun to be 
drained about 40 years ago, and has, at various intervals, un- 
dergone different degrees of draining ; the great object of 
which has no doubt been the immenſe quantity of fine {hell 
marl found in it, as well as peats. The one has contribute 

a5 


* At what time it was built, is not ſo certain, as that it was deſtroyed by the 
Marquis of Argyll in 1640; which was repaid in kind by the Marquis of Mov: 
ROSE and the royaliſts, a few years after, when they burnt MwCKART ud 
DoLLas, and overthrew Locnow, Argyll's principal reſidence. 

+ The neighhovring lands, with the caſtle, were the property of the laſt Lord 
Viſcount F ENTON, Whoſe eldeſt daughter married into the family of STRATE 
MORE, and of which lands the Earl of Strathmore is ſtill ſuperior. It is ſaid t9 
be more than 100 ycars ſince any part of the roof of the caſtle was ſtanding. 
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a much to the improvement of the neighbouring country, as 
the other has to the comfort of the poor. Several thouſand 
polls of marl are dug out of this moſs yearly, which in price 
has ariſen, from 44d. to 10d. per boll, 8 cubical feet being 
lowed to the boll. And there are ſtill beds of marl in it 
16 feet perpendicular, by the boring iron, and the bottom not 
found; but impoſſible to work out, without more water being 
taken off, which will be as difficult as expenſive“. Conſider- 
able quantities of marl have likewiſe been found in the moſſes 
of other proprietors. 


N UM- 


* Several very large deer's horns have been found in the Moſs of Balrie ; 
one of which, preſented by the proprietor to the Antiquarian Society, weighed 
about 241b. There are other two in his poſſeſſion, one of which weighs abous 
161b. and the other about 14 lb. In the year 1775, the tuſk of a wild boar was 
dug up upon a marl ſpade. The length of it, from the ſuppoſed ſeat in the jaw- 
bone, is 4 inches ; the greateſt breadth near two. It reſembles very much the 
colour and ſubſtance of ivory, but is ſaid to be only bone, 
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NUMBER XVI. 


PARISH OF DUNNOTTAR. 


(County of Kincardine—Preſbytery of Fordoun —Synod of 
Angus and Mearns.) 


By the Rev. Mr. James WaALker, Miniſter. 


Name, Extent, and Situation. 


UNNOTTAR is faid to have been anciently written 
Dunotyr, which 1s of Gaelic original, derived from the 
fituation of the old caſtle bearing that name, the ruins of 
which ſtand upon a rock on the coaſt, almoſt inſulated from 
the land.— This pariſh is nearly of a triangular form, extend- 
ing about 4 miles on each fide. It is divided almoſt into two 
equal parts, by a den, or hollow, which takes its origin 2 
the N. E. angle; and, widening as it reaches the ſouthern 
boundary, gives beginning to the great How, or Hollow of tht 
Mearns ; which alſo extends through the ſhire of Angus, 
under the name of Strathmore ; being bounded all along, o 
the W., by the chain of the Grampian mountains, which 


reach obliquely acroſs the iſland, from this neighbourhood ts 
the weſt coaſt *. 
Sur fact, 


Here it may be obſerved, that along this hollow appears to have been tit 
| line 
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Surface, Soil, and Minerals. The ſurface of this pariſh, 


in general, is uneven, with ſmall riſings, but no conſiderable 
hill, The ſoil is various: Toward the ſea coaſt, loamy and 
clayey ; in the middle, wet and moſſy; towards the Weſt, 
gravelly and mooriſh, The rata appear, both from the ſea 
coaſt and inland quarries, to fteep toward the S. W.; which 
obſervation is alſo applicable to all the country round. The ſoil 
is full of round ſmall ſtones, of various Kinds, having the 
appearance of being water-worn, Theſe ſtones are very uſe- 
ful for improvement, in filling drains in wet land, almoſt 
every field having ſufficiency in itſelf; and the harbour is 
ſurrounded with excellent free-ſtone quarries, of a moſt dur. 
able quality, which prove extremely valuable for building. 


Climate, Diſeaſes, Rivulets, 9c. — The air and climate here 
are much the ſame as along the whole eaſt ovaſt; variable, 


giving 


line of march, which all invaders from England followed, at the different periods 
when they over-ran Scotland. To this they were particularly directed, by the 
ſordable paſſages of the river Tay, above the flow of the tide at Perth, and con- 
lined by the Grampian chain on the weſt. The progreſs of the Romans, parti- 
calarly, in this direction, is evident, from a regular ſeries of encampments all 
the way along the foot of the hills. And it appears probable, that in this neigh- 
bo.rhood, where the hills join with the ſea, the famous battle was foughr, nar- 
dated by Tacitus, of the Scotch, under GaLGacus, with the Romans, ſtopt at 
the end of their progreſs, by the mountains and moraſſes; which are deſcribed 
& being at the foot of the Grampians, in ſight of the Roman fleet. But at no 
other place in Scotland do the Grampian hills approach the ſea. And in the 
deichbouring pariſh of Fettereſſo, about three miles to the northward of this 
place, there are the remains of a very large irregular camp in the hills, ſtrongly 
etrenched on the quarter next the ſea. This would ſeem to have belonged to 
the Scotch army; whereas, at the diſtance of about two miles farther down, cloſe 
to a flat ſea beach, there were evident veſtiges of a Roman camp, a few years 
2, though they are now defaced by the improvement of the ground. And 
upon a moor nigh to the ſuppoſed Scotch camp, there are a number of tumnli, 
ting it to have been the field of battle. 


216 , Statiſtical Account 


giving occaſion to rheumatiſm and conſumption ; but not u. 
markable for any other diſeaſe. Agues are here quite un. 
known, though prevalent through all the pariſhes to th, 
ſouthward. No rivers run through this pariſh, but ſeyerg 
ſmall rivulets, which chiefly find their way into the Caren 
upon the N.; the reſt of the water running toward the 
ſouthern boundary, and forming there a ſmall ftream, 1 


the Carron there are excellent trouts, and at its mouth 2 fl. 7 
mon filhing in the ſea, of which the produce is very incor Wwher 
ſiderable. Wet $ 

obſe1 


Sea Coaſt and Fowls,——The ſea coaſt is very bold, formel is th 
of the plumb- pudding rock, and containing ſeveral deep cats. E 
The moſt remarkable part of the coaſt is called Fowls-beug), and 
about a mile in extent, and 30 fathoms high, inhabited nen! 
ſea ſowls ; ſuch as gulls, coots, and kittyweaks, in ſuch nun · a de 
bers, that it is an employment, during the ſummer months ver 
to climb theſe perpendicular rocks, by the help of a rope tei els 
round a man's middle, in which he is let down from the imp. 
to catch the fowls. The feathers and down of theſe fowls chat 
in great demand; and the kittyweaks, whoſe fleſh reſemble 
that of ſolan geeſe, are ſold at high prices in the neighbour 
ing towns. A. rent of about 21. 108. is paid to the proprietd 
for the liberty of catching the fowls: And 6 men are c- 
monly employed in the work; 5 of theſe being required 
let down and draw up the perſon in the rope. Theſe ſea fowl 


are all migratory, appearing in April, and removing {out ( 
ward 1n September, exct 
| ply 

Fiſh and Kelp. —The fiſhing, upon this part cf the cat Sun 
has much declined for ſome years paſt, the ſea not producing wor 
near its uſual quantity: But what are caught, are of excel 


quality. Three boats and a yawl, with 6 men in each, * 
common! 


t re. 
Un- 

the 
vera 
Iron 
| the 
bh 
1 fal. 
1200s 


rmed 
21G, 
ugh, 
ed by 
num 
"nths, 
e til 
1e top 
ls art 
mbls 


bout 


riet 


ſouth 


(Os 
red t0 
fowl 


of Dunnottar. 217 


commonly employed from this pariſh. The fiſh caught are cod, 
ling, haddocks, whitings, and flounders; beſides a conſiderable 
quantity of crabs and lobſters, which are moſtly conſumed in 
the neighbourhood. Some kelp is made along this coaſt, 
ance in three years, the ſea weed requiring that time to grow. 
But the quantity is very inconſiderable. 


Town and Harbour.—At the N. E. corner of the pariſh, 
where the Carron runs into the ſea, is ſituated the ſmall town 
of STONEHAVEN, or STONEHIVE. The principal circumſtance 
obſervable with reſpe& to it, is its harbour, for which there 
is the beſt natural fituation. It is a baſon, ſheltered from the 
8. E. by a very high rock, which ſtands out into the ſea ; 
and on the N. E. there is a head, or quay, which in ſome 
meaſure defends it from that quarter. At high tides there is 
a depth of 22 feet water at the entrance. If the preſent quay 
were carried farther out, and another built oppoſite to it, veſ- 
{1s could lie in perfect ſafety. And it would be of the utmoſt 
importance to all the. ſhipping upon the E. coaſt of Scotland, 
that ſome improvement of this kind were made : For there 
s not a harbour betwixt the Frith of Forth and Cromarty, 
that veſſels in diſtreſs can ſo eaſily get into ; as all the ſea- 
faring people can bear witneſs. A ſmall aid from govern- 
ment would be requiſite for this improvement, to be joined 
to the ſhore-dues and private contributions. 


Commerce and Government. There is very little trade here, 
except by 3 or 4 ſmall veſſels, which are employed for ſup- 
plying the neighbourhood, in. bringing lime and coals from 
Sunderland and the Frith of Forth, with a few cargoes of 
wood, iron and flax from the Baltic“. The town conſiſts of 

Vol. XI. E e feus 


*This town, a8 well a3 the red of the pariſh, has laboured under a great 
| diſadvantage 
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feus granted by the Earls Mary/chal of Scotland, within why 

eſtate it was ſituated. It is a burgh of barony, of which th * 
juriſdiction, by charter, is veſted in magiſtrates, choſen by 
the ſuperior and feuers. The principal ſupport of the tom ne 
has been derived from the ſheriff court of the county, which WM e. 
has its ſeat here ;—retail ſhops for the accommodation of the WW * * 
neighbourhood ;—commiſſion upon flax given out to ſpin for 
manuſactures in Aberdeen and Montroſe ;—and the proviſo 
for ſhipping, which occaſionally put in here, or are detainel 
by contrary winds, —The number of procurators, or attor. þ 
nies, before the ſheriff court, is 4. au 


Manufactures. In point of natural ſituation, no place he ber 
greater advantages, for the eſtabliſhment of manufacture WW" " 
than Stonehaven, having a good ſea port, an excellent con this 
mand of running water, a populous diſtrict of country around fax 
it, and abounding with the beſt ſpinners +, In the courſe ol *** 
laſt year (1792), ſome branches of manufacture, of the Om. © 
burgh, ſheeting, linen cheque, and cotton woolſey kinds, han bro 
been here ſet on foot, chiefly by merchants in Arbroat. Ur 
Theſe manufactures are as yet but in their infancy ; but ar ſt 


propoled 


>ſadvantage for many years paſt, by being part of the forfeitures of 1715, (6 
to the York Building Company. The affairs of that Company having falz 
into diſorder, about the year 1740, ever ſince that period there has been no ſt 
perior to forward the trade, and ſupet intend the police of Stonehaven: And i 
of its inhabitants being poſſeſſed of any ſtock, little was to be expected im 
them. Hence all improvement was prevented, and matters continued in i 
ſame ſtate of backwardneſs, 


+ A conſiderable manufacture of ſail-cloth was carried on here ſome e 
ago, by a merchant in Aberdeen, which employed about 50 looms within it 
town, and 15 in the neighbourhood. But though attended with great ſuccch 
it was given up, upon the death of that ane, and an end put to the mi 
of the Place ſince that period. 
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propoſed to be conſiderably extended. Their preſent ſtate is 


25 follows : 


The number of weavers employed is 42, who earn, at an average, 


9e. 6d. per week, amounting in the year to — — I, „ 
du flaxdreſſers, at Tos. per week, amounting to - - 156 0 © 
Twelve labourers, 58. per week, - - - kT 0 v 


— — 


Total wages paid to manufeQurers in the year, L. 1240 4 0 


And, fince the commencement of the preſent year (1793). 
another manufacture of ſail-cloth has been eſtabliſhed, con- 
taining 12 looms, requiring a capital of zool. each. But to 
ſhew to what extent the manufactures might be carried here, 
it is to be obſerved, that there are wages given to ſpinners in 
this neighbourhood, by perſons in Stonehaven, who give out 
fax for manufacturers here and in other places, to the annual 
amount of 26521. 9s. 6d. Of this ſum, a large proportion is 
on account of manufactures in Aberdeen, Montroſe, and Ar- 
broath, which have the burden of carriage of the flax and re- 
turn of the yarn, to and from theſe towas, at the reſpective 
diſtances of 15, 22, and 36 miles. To Montroſe alone, there 


zre ſent, weekly, at an average, 30 cwt. of yarn throughout 
the year, 


Manner of Tiving.—The Ryle of living here is much above 
what might be ſuppoſed in ſo ſmall a town, poſſeſſed of fo 
little trade, But it is much to be regretted, that among the - 
tradeſmen, and lower ſort of people, the practice of drinking 
ſpirits is much too prevalent, to the ruin of their morals, 
health, and circumſtances. The native beverage of our coun- 
ry, ale, is deſpiſed, though it is fitted to ſupport the labourer 
for his work, and encourages agriculture and manuſaQures ; 
while ſpirits, which enervate body and mind, alſo confume 
tle profit of labour. 

Ee 2 


Revenue, 
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Revenue, Imports, Cc. —The public revenue of Stonehare 
conſiſts chiefly of the ſhore dues, amounting annually to abgy 
451., in which there has been a very great increaſe of lat 
years, from the great quantity of lime brought by ſea, ſc 
the improvement of lands in the neighbourhood. —Upan n 
average of 3 years, 10, 566 bolls yearly have been import 
from Sunderland and from the Frith of Forth, each boll be. 
ing 128 Scotch pints. The reſt of the revenue ariſes fron 
4 fairs in the year, and ſome ſmall patches of ground, pm. 
ducing together about 20], more. This ſum, if properly aj. 
plied, would do much to the improvement of the harbour; 
But, till of late years, it has been levied to little account, 
From this fund, however, the town has lately been provides 
in excellent water, conveyed in leaden pipes; the ſtreets put 
in good repair; and a new ſteeple built, with a public clock, 


Fuel. No lime- ſtone or coals have ever been diſcovered i 
this neighbourhood ; nor are there the leaſt indications d 
them. The general fuel of Stonehaven, is coals, howeret 
which are brought partly from the Frith of Forth, and part 
from Newcaſtle and Sunderland : The Scotch coal at tht 
uſual rate of 88. 6d. per boll, of 72 fone ; ; the Engliſh at 3. 
for 24 ſtone avoirdupoiſe ; of which the laſt are found cheapel 
and moſt economical *. But while coals are ſo heavily taxed, 
the greateſt bar is laid in the way of manufactures and in- 
provement; which is here the more ſenfibly felt, as our neigl- 
bours in Forfarſhire, from a local exception, are free fron 
this obnoxious tax, no duty being paid, on Scotch coal, il 
along the coaſt of Fife and Angus, till they are brought v 
the borders of this county. But it is with great pleaſure vc 
underſtand, that government have it in view to grant us . 


lief i in this neceflary angebe. Test in this neighbourho 
ay 


In 1793, Scotch coal was up at 11s, and Engliſh at 3s, 6d. 


. 
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are ſo very diſtant (about 6 miles), that every perſon is con- 
vinced that coals, even high priced as they are, yield the 
cheapeſt fire. 


Population. Notwithſtanding all the diſadvantages this pa- 
ziſh has long laboured under, there has been a gradual increaſe 
of the population within theſe 49 years, as appears from the 
following comparative view of ſeveral exact enumerations, 
tiken at different periods. 


Tnereaſe 
In 1755, the totalnumber of ſouls, returned to Dr. Webſter, was 1570 
in 1772, there were in the town, 923, inthe country, 939; total 1862 292 
In 1775, 927, 942; — 1869 7 
In 1791, — 1012.— 894; — 1906 37 
la 1792, — — 1072, 8903 — 1962 56 


Total increaſe within theſe 40 years, — — 392 


It appears, however, that the number has been almoſt ſta- 
tionary for the laſt 20 years, with only a ſmall addition in the 
town, of late, owing to the eſtabliſhment of the new manu- 
faftures, and a trifling decreaſe in the country, from the ex- 
pulſion of cottagers by the farmers, | 

It has been found impoſſible to keep bills of mortality, 
with any accuracy, owing to ſeveral circumſtances. The peo- 
ple never were in the practice of regularly giving in their 
childrens names for regiſtration, particularly the Diſſenters; 
and fince the impoſition of the late tax, hardly any have ap- 
plied for that purpoſe“. The number of births entered on 

the 


In the law reſpecting the tax on births and burials, there appears à deſect 
of not enacting a compulſatory upon people to regiſtrate, agreeable to the ſpirit 
5 85 act, by empowering the keeper of each pariſh regiſter to ſue defaulters, 

2 
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the regiſter, has generally been only about 25. The number g 
marriages is aſcertained, by the proclamation liſt, to be, at xx 
average, 15. A regiſter of deaths has never been attemptel 
here; and to attain any accuracy in it, would be ſtill more 
difficult than with reſpe& to births, as not one half of the 
people who die in this pariſh are buried within it, but ar 
carried to the neighbouring pariſh of Fettereſſo, partly to the 
church-yard there, and partly to the burying ground of a 
old chapel within its bounds +, 


Produce. With reſpe& to produce, this pariſh is more 
than ſufficient to ſupply itſelf, affording conſiderable quantities 
of bear, barley and meal, to the Aberdeen market, which 
forms the ſtandard price here, aſter deducing the expence of 
carriage. Since the late ſale of the York Buildings Company! 


lands 


and recover a penalty: whereas it is only enacted, that every perſon craviry3 
regiſtration, ſhall pay ſuch a tax, A new regulation to this purpole appears te 
be a very proper improvement of our police. 


+ From the ſlighteſt obſervation, the deaths appear conſiderably to exceed 
the births, on account of numbers of old people, and perſons decayed, bat 
in health and circumſtances, who retire to Stonehaven from the neighbouring 
Pariſhes, when unable to hold poſſeſſions in the country. It is alſo obſervable 
that notwithſtanding the decay of manufaQures for ſeveral years, already mes. 
tioned, yet the population of Stonehaven not only continued ncarly th. lams, 
but alſo a conſiderable addition of buildings has ſpread out ſrom it, into the teig 
beuring pariſh of Fettereſſo, which is ſeparated ſrom it only by the Carre 
This circumſtance is to be explained from the ſtate of the adjacent court 
Upon the ſale of the York Building Company's lands in the pariſhes of Dutr 
nottar and Fettereſſo, a conſiderable revolution took place, by ejected cottag® 
removing from the country to the town. And from the progreſs of improve 
ment upon theſe eſtates, ſince that time, not only theſe perſons find employme" 
as day-labourers, but a number of ſtrangers from other places have been draW 
hither for the ſame purpoſe. All theſe have ſought reſidence in Stonchav®! 
which has occaſioned the increaſe of houſes, and kept up the population witi® 
the aſſiſtance of mannfaQures or trade. 
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lands, encloſing and planting have been rapidly carried for- 
ward. Hard wood and larches are found to ſucceed beſt, par- 
ticularly the latter. Scotch firs are moſt backward.— The 
moſt general crops of grain are bear and oats, with very little 
barley, and no wheat. Turnips and potatoes are likewiſe 
rery much cultivated. The culture of turnips particularly, 
has been greatly extended, which here ſucceed remarkably 
well, Formerly they were chiefly uſed for fattening cattle; 
but, of late, the high prices have induced moſt people to uſe 
them for rearing. They are commonly ſown in broad caſt 
with moſt advantage, the ſoil being generally dry, A con- 
fiderable quantity of clover and rye-graſs is now ſown ; but 
not ſo much as is requiſite for good farming; the horſes being 


chiefly fed upon ſtraw, and the ground not ſufficiently reſted- 
after improvement by fallow and lime. 


State of Property.—A. very accurate map of this county 
was executed in the year 1774; by which it appears, that in 
the pariſh of Dunnottar there are 6418 Scotch acres; of 


green paſture and moor. The greateſt part of the land lies 
open; and much of it is let in ſmall parcels, from 4 to 10 


and the diſtance from Stonehaven, being from 8s. to 21. per 
acre, Few farms are above gol. rent. The whole rent of the 
pariſh is about 21001. The heritors are 4 in number, of 
whom only 1 refides within its bounds, 


there being x88 work horſes in the pariſh, and only 24 oxen. 
There is only 1 farm in the pariſh with a ſtock of ſheep ; 
but they have never been attended with any ſucceſs. 


Prices 


y 
* 
5 
4 * 
3 
of 


which about 3600 may be ſuppoſed arable, the reſt being 


acres. The rent is various, according to the different ſoils 


Cattle The labour is here chiefly performed by horſes; 
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Prices of Labour.—The inhabitants of the country perl 


are moſtly farmers and cottagers, with very few tradeſmen 


theſe latter commonly reſiding in Stonehaven. Of late, the 
practice, of farmers letting ground to cottagers who do their 
work, is much laid aſide; and they either keep their ſervant 
in their own families, or depend upon labourers from the 
town. The ordinary wages of a farm ſervant or ploughman, 
living in his maſter's family, are from 61. to 71. per annum: 
The wages of a Iabourer, per day, from 10d. to 18., without 
victuals; and, in harveſt, the ſame wages, with victuals. The 
women, in this neighbourhood, are generally employed in ſpin. 
ning flax to manufaQturers in Aberdeen and Montroſe, as well 
as Stonehaven, by which they gain, in ordinary times, about 3. 
per week. But of late, the price of ſpinning has ſo much 
advanced, by the increaſed demand, that many reach as high 
as 4s. per week. Of conſequence, the wages of women fer. 
vants are alſo raiſed to about 21. 108., and zl. per annum, 
and x1. for harveſt work, when engaged for by itſelf. 


| Poor. Since the introduction of improvements in land, ant 
the eſtabliſhment of manufactures in this neighbourhood, the 
number of poor in Stonehaven has greatly increaſed ; partly 
owing to the cottagers and old people being baniſhed fron 
the country around, and repairing to the town; and part 
to the luxury too commonly introduced by high wages among 
labourers and tradeſmen ; ſo that they Mill riſe in their e 


pences above the proportion of their gains. The number 


poor now receiving alms in this pariſh is 71, of whom 25: 
reſident in the country, and 46 in the town. The annui 
ſum expended upon them, of public charity, is about 5c, 
of which 32l. ariſes from the weekly collections at the churc), 
upon an average of ſeveral years paſt ; and the reſt from is 


ter 
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; ren of a ſum funded for their benefit, and the ſeveral in- 


* cidents in the pariſh, ſuch as ſines, proclamation of banns, 
1 and burials. In the country, the poor, being generally ſober 
and induſtrious, earn a large ſhare of their own maintenance. 
1 Jn the town, beſides relief from the public funds, the poor 
WY receive frequent ſupplies from charitable perſons, in private, 
8 otherwiſe a legal aſſeſſment would be neceſſary; - which has 
8 never yet taken place in this part of the country. 
m Eccleſiaſtical State and School. — The eſtabliſhed clergyman, 
* by a late augmentation, has a living of about 1151. value, 
"" begdes a glebe, which might rent at about 81, The church 
* was rebuilt in 1782, and the manſe in 1786. In Stonehaven 
"3 WY there are 2 diſſenting meetings, one of the qualified Epiſco- 
_ palians of the Church of England ; the other of Scotch Epiſ- 
1 copalians* ; to each of which belong about 1 50 ſouls. The 
N I pariſh ſchool is placed in Stonehaven, where there is a very 
un confiderable number of ſcholars, having ſometimes amounted 
to 120, The ſalary and emoluments may be about gol. ; and 
n fome years have amounted to gol. in proportion to the 
11 number of ſcholars, and the activity of the teacher 7. 
* vor. XI. Ff Reads. 
from | 3 
* The Epiſcopal nonjurant principle was moſt prevalent in this neighbourhood, 
uy for many years after the late rebellione, owing to attachment to the forfeited 
mong Mannicuar family. But the ſpirit of that ſe& has here ſubſided, as well as in 
ir eL ®her places; and the people of the different communions live together in the 
ber A breateſt harmony. As an inſtance of the liberality of mind ſubſiſting among 
25 are ſem, in the year 1782, when the pariſh church was rebuilding, the clergyman, 
G with the congregation, had acceſs to the qualified Eriscorar meceting- houſe, to 
* perlorm divine ſervice; and the two Congregations were blended at each of the 
t cl, lervices, 
dumm | There are few objects, that merit more of the public attention than the edu- 
mM li- Qton of youth, and the improvement of our ſchools, Which, in general, through- 


M Scotland, are in a lamcntable ſituation. It would ſeem, that by attempting 
ta 
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Roads, — Two highways paſs through this pariſh ; the ons 
directly for Perth, the other being the poſt road from Edin. 
burgh along the coaſt, by Dundee, Arbroath, and Montroſe; 
which two roads, uniting at Stonehaven, are continued in one 
to Aberdeen, It muſt be acknowledged, that no highway; 
in Scotland are in worſe condition ; the ſtatute labour having 
been very imperſectly applied, although there is reaſon to 
believe, it would have been tolerably ſufficient for their ſup. 
port, if commuted for money; the country being populous, 
and there being no great towns to occaſion heavy carriages, 
The ſame remark may be applied to the greateſt part of 
this country But, by the ruinous ſtate into which the high. 
ways have fallen, the county have become ſenſible of the ne. 
ceſſity of turnpikes, for which an application is reſolved to 
be made to parliament next ſeſſion, as well as for a commute 
tion of the ſtatute labour. | 


Caſtle. The CASTLE of DUNNOTTAR, now in ruins, is th: 
only antiquity, in this pariſh, deſerving particular attention, 
It is fituated on a perpendicular rock, level on the top, d 
ſeveral acres extent, projecting into the ſea, and almoſt ſeps- 
rated from the land by a very deep chaſm. By this ſituation, 
it forms one of the moſt majeſtic ruins in Scotland. Fron 
ſome old papers {till extant +, it appears, that upon this rock 
was formerly ſituated the pariſh church; and that the fortrel 

wa 


to make them all Latin ſchools, their end is much loſt. Perhaps the erect 
of only a few of theſe, with an annual viſitation of the whole, by the CommiF 
ſioners of Supply and Preſbytery of the bounds, would be attended with the bl 
effets. Theſe viſitors might alſo bave the power of fixing and augmenting the 
ſalary each year, to be aſſeſſed upon the reſpeRive pariſhes, according to ta 
merit of the teacher. 


F Theſe papers are in the cuſtody of Mr. KxIrR of RaveLstTo0Nz, Who ® 
dive a particular account of this place. 
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ne as built there, during the conteſt between the parties of 
in. Bzuce and BALIoL, by an anceſtor of the Mariſchal family; 
ſe; W who acquired this right, upon condition of building a pariſh 
ne church in a more convenient place, which probably occaſioned 
ays Wl x tranſlation to the preſent fituation, Before the uſe of artil- 
ing Wl lery, this caſtle, from its ſituation, muſt have been altogether 
1 to Wl ippregnable+; but, by the modern art of war, could be eaſily 


ups Ff2 approached, 
ous, | 
go lis great reputation for ſtrength gave occaſion to a circumſtance which ren- 


t of dered it very remarkable. The RTOALIA of ScoTLAND (the crown, ſceptre and 
igh- ſword), were depoſited here, in the year 1661, to preſerve them from the Eng- 
ne- liſh army, which over- ran this country during the civil wars of that period. Be- 
Ito ing lodged in this place by order of the Privy Council of Scotland, Earl Mazi- 
$c24L, proprietor of the caſtle, obtained from the public a garriſon, with an or- 
der for ſuitable ammunition and proviſions. He, joining the King's forces in 
England, appointed GzorGe Ociivy of Barras, a neighbouring proprietor, 
who had been officer for ſeveral years in the King's ſervice, to be lieutenant 
gorernor of the caſtle. This truſt Mr. Ogilvy maintained with the greateſt 
reſolution, For after all the other forts and places of ſtrength in Scotland were 
reduced by the Engliſh army, a body of troops, under the command of Lambert, 
at down before Dunnottar. It was firſt ſummoned to ſurrender in November 
1651, and repeatedly afterwards during the courſe of the winter. About the 
beginning of May following, the fiege was converted into a blockade. And 
though Governor OciLvY way in the greateſt ſtraits for proviſions and ammu- 
dition, with a moſt ſcanty garriſon, and though he received orders from the 
farl Mariſchal, by that time a priſoner in London, to deliver up the place, and 
va repeatedly urged by the Chancellor of Scotland, and others, to convey away 


Jet he ſtill held out, till preſſed by famine, and by the mutiny of the garriſon, 
ad having found means to convey the regalia privately to the clergyman of 
Kincrieff, in which pariſh Mr. Ogilvy's property chiefly lay, he at laſt capitu- 
ted upon honourable terms. The Engliſh, not finding the regalia, as they 
pected, were highly diſappointed, and ſhut up the Governor and his wife 
Uloſe priſoners for a year, uſing every ſeverity or allurement for years afterwards, 
o induce them to a diſcovery : But in vain. Mr. Ogilvy continued his fidelity 
during all the interval, till the reſtoration of Charles II.; when, addreſſing 
an, he made known his truſt, and received orders to deliver the regalia to the 

. Ear! 
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thy regalia to ſome ſecure place in the Highlands, and thereafter capitulate ; | 
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approached, and commanded on every fide. In the year 1683, 
Dunnottar Caſtle was employed as a place of confinement 
for a body of Preſbyterians, to the number of 167 men and 
women, who had been ſeized at different times in the weſt of 
Scotland, during the perſecution under Charles II.; and after 
being ſome time priſoners in Edinburgh, were ſent to Dunnet. 
tar, upon the news of Argyll's invaſion. Here they were treated 
with the greateſt cruelty, which is particularly deſcribed in 
IWoodrow's Hiſtory; the whole number being confined, during 
the warmeſt ſeaſon of the year, in one vault, which is fill 
to be ſeen entire, and called * the Whig's Vault.” A liſt ai 
their names is upon record, in the ſheriff-eourt office of the 
county; and a grave ſtone, in the church-yard of Dunnottar, 
placed upon a number of them who died under confinement, 
narrates the fact. | The falſe policy of thoſe times requires n 
comment: And it muſt afford ſatisfaction to every liberi 
mind to reflect, that the principles of toleration are now fully 
eſtabliſhed ; which not only ſecure the rights of conſcience to 
every individual, but alſo tend, in a high degree, to preſere 
the peace of ſociety, it not abuſed and n by faQious 
and nn men. 


Char adn, 


Earl Mariſchal, who granted a focus for them, which is in the cuſtody of tis 
family of Barras at this time. 


For all this ſteady ſervice to the Crown, attended in its conſequences with 
many years confinement, and much loſs of property, Governor Ogilvy receive 
no farther mark of royal favour, or reward, but the title of Baronet, and à ne 
coat of arms, expreſſive of the action, as the motto bears, © yx&CLARUM REG 
© ET REGNO SERVITIOM ;”* while ſome other perſons, of higher intereſt, claim 
ing merit on the ſame ground, received ample honours and emoluments. Tix 
whole original letters, relating to the ſiege of Dunnottar, and the preſervation 0 
the regalia, are in the poſſeſſion of Sir David Oouvr, * proprietor © a 
ns, in n this pariſh, 
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Character. — The labouring people in the country, in gene- 
al, are very ſober and induſtrious. Thoſe in the town, are 
of the ſame character as in other towns along this coaſt, It 
is to be regretted, that the depopulation of the country, by | 
baniſhing cottagers into towns, has ſo much prevailed every 
where of late ; by which the breed of men is enervated, their 
morals corrupted, artd the ſtrength of the ſtate impaired. It 
is from the temperate and healthy family of the country la- 
bourer, or tradeſman, and not from the loathſame fink of 3 
town, that the race 1s to be ſought, who are to cultivate our 
fields, or defend our property in the time of danger. In ge- 
neral, the character of charity may with great juſtice be 
aſcribed to the body of the people here; ſo that no ſubject of 
diſtreſs can be long without relief voluntarily offered. And 
perhaps, in a moral view, the encouragement of THIS VIRTUE 
may be none of the leaſt arguments againſt the eſtabliſhment 
of Poor's rates, For the exerciſe of private charity, and com- 
jaſon, muſt always decline where there is a public aſſeſſment. 


NUM. 
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NUMBER XVII. 


PARISH OF ECCLES. 


(County of Berwick—Preſbytery of Dunſe—Synod of Mr 
and Tiviotdale. 


By the Rev. Mr. Apan Murray, Miniſter. 


Origin of the Name. 


CCLES is evidently derived from the word Feccleju, 
which, in the Greek, ſignifies a congregation, aſſembly, 

or meeting of people. Sometimes it fignifies the place where 
the meeting is held; and, in modern times, it is confined to 
an aſſembly of Chriſtians meeting together for devotion and 
worſhip, and agrees with the Latin phraſe, Cætus ſandu 
Chriſttanorum, aut ædes ſacra. From an appendix to Hort; 
Minor Practices, by the late Johx Srorriswoop, Eſq. al 
Spottiſwood, advocate, (which takes notice of all the religiow 
houſes in Scotland, at the time of the Reformation), it appean 
that EcclEs, in the county of Berwick, was anciently the 
ſeat of the nunnery of the Benardine, or Ciftertian Nuns. | 
was founded in the year 1154, according to HARDEN 3 bat 
Cowrab 
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awrar ſays, in his book, anno dom. 1155, conventus monca- 
um ſecundo, venit ad Eccles“. 


Extent and Situation The extent of this pariſh is very 
onfiderable, being no leſs than 8 miles from E. to W., and 
arly 6 from N. to 8. It lies adjacent to the county of 
Roxburgh, on the W; and contains above 11, ooo acres of 
round, ſcarcely one acre of which is waſte or uſeleſs. 

* Soil and Improvement.— The ſoil is in general good, and 
fiſts of various kinds; loam, gravel, and deep clay. The 
hy ſoil is moſt prevalent ; and as there is a conſiderable 
pixture of ſand in it, when it is properly cultivated, and 
roper manure applied, it bears very luxuriant crops of every 
ind. It is the opinion of ſome writers, that lime is not 
Itted to improve a clay foil. The reverſe of this, however, 
us been found in this pariſh. Without lime, we can neither 
ave wheat nor graſs ; but with it, the moſt abundant crops 
jt both. Indeed it requires a greater proportion of lime 
jan forls of a lighter texture f. Towards the S. it is more 
lined to gravel ; and in ſeveral farms there is found a very 
ch loam, capable of producing almoſt any crop. Our crops, 
u general, when not hurt by a wet ſpring, or exceſſive 

drought, 


Flt was founded by Corſpatrick Earl of March, father to Earl Waldave, 
d conſecrated to the Virgin Mary. Ada de Frazer was prioreſs of Eccles, 
the year 1296. There is in the public records, lib. 21. No. 537, a charter, 


I of Mtereby Maricta Hamilton, prioreſs of Eccles, diſpones to Alexander Hamilton 
ion lnnerwick, the village and lands of Eccles, in the year 1669; which charter 
ears, % confirmed by Queen Mary, at Edinburgh, the x1th of May the ſame year. 
7 the lis place was enacted into a temporal lordſhip, in favour of George Hume, 


terwards Earl of Dunbar. 


The late Mr. Trotter of Belcheſter laid on no leſs than 90 bolls of ſhells 
; the Engliſh acre; and though the ſoil was a deep clay, it produced as rich 
as ay in Berwickſhire. 

2 
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drought, or rains in ſummer, are very prolific ; and perhaps 
there is no place in Scotland more diſtinguiſhed for luxurigy 
crops of wheat, graſs and peaſe, than Eccles. The ſurface, 
being, in general, low and flat, 1s apt to be injured in ſpring 
and autumn by exceſſive rains; and conſequently the riſing 
grounds are the beſt, becauſe not expoſed to the pernicion, 
influence of ſtagnant water. The whole of the pariſh is arable, 
The farms are all encloſed in the very beſt modern manner, 
and on many eſtates, the hedge rows, which are all in a thtit. 
ing ſtate, when ſeen at a diſtance by the traveller, exhibit the 
appearance of a highly cultivated garden, Of late year, 
great improvements have been made in agriculture, throug 
the whole county of Berwick ; but in no pariſh have they 
been carried on with greater rapidity, and to greater advan- 
tage, than in this. Notwithſtanding the diſtance from line, 
which is above 14 Engliſh miles, the carts and horſes of il. 
moſt every farmer in the pariſh drive 6 days in the week; 
during the ſummer months ; firſt for lime to the turnips, and 
afterwards for the fallow. In conſequence of this induſtry, 
the farmers in general are wealthy and opulent, and live ins 
ſtile and manner very different from their fathers +. 
Agriculturt, 


The writer of this article is old enough to remember, that butcher mer 
was ſeldom ſeen on a farmer's table, except on a Sunday. But how is the ſcae 
changed! No perſon now entertains better than the farmer, nor is there mort 
neatneſs or elegance any where to be ſound, than in their houſes; and aa 
this is the effect of induſtry, they have an unqueſtionable title to enjoy the 
ſruits of their honeſt labour. Formerly, in this county, eſtates were made ot! 
by gentlemen in the law department, But the caſe is now entirely altered 
There are, in the county of Berwick, above a dozen farmers, who, by their ir 
genuity and induſtry, have acquired very conſiderable eſtates ; and there 
every reaſon to believe, that many more will ſoon be in the ſame indepencat 
ſituation. The price of labour has kept pace with the progreſs of improvem®% 


Twenty years ago, domeſtic men ſervants could have been had for 4]. and gh 
| * 
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Agriculture and Proguce. If not prevented by rain in the 
ſpring, oats are ſown ia the month of March and beginning 
of April; and if the fummer is favourable, they are common- 
ly reaped from the end of Auguſt to the middle of September. 
Barley is generally ſown in April and the beginning of May, 
ind is reaped as ſoon as the oats. Peaſe, cold ſeed, if the 
weather admits, are ſown in February and the beginning of 
March. When ſown later, they feldom come to perfection. 
Wheat (a great quantity of which is produced in the pariſh), 
v generally ſown upon fallow in the end of September. 
A number of farmers ſow wheat after peaſe; and, if the 
und is clean, and the peaſe a good crop, it generally ſucceeds; 
though ſome are of opinion, that it is a ſpecies of huſbandry 
not to be imitated. Wheat is alſo ſometimes fown in the 
ſpring, after turnips ; but the crop is ſeldom good, as it 1s 
generally very late, and neither gives much wheat nor flour. 
Although there are no lands in Berwickſhire, that will produce 
turnips of greater fize and quantity, than ſome farms in this 
pariſh, yet the moſt judicious farmers are of opinion, that 
they can turn their lands to greater account. The incon- 
reniences attending turnips, on a clay ſoil, are the following: 
% They cannot be taken off without injuring the land ma- 
terially, as the water ſtands the whole winter in the tracks of 
the wheels, and the ground cannot be properly prepared for 
the next crop. 2dly, It is abſolutely impracticable to feed 
Vo. XI, G g a ſheep 


ear, they cannot now be got for leſs than gl. and rol. per annum. Female 
ſervants are in the ſame proportion. Formerly, they could have been got for al. 
ajear; they have now got up to 4l. and 51. The wages of men labourers at 
hedge and ditch, are from 18. to 18. 3d. a day, from the xt of March to the 
ſt of November; and from 8d. to 10d. the reſt of the year, except that, in 
time of harveſt, they are from 18. 6d. to 25. a-day. Work, however, ſuch as 
encloſing, and weeding turnip, &c. is generally done by the piece. 
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ſheep upon ſuch land, as the animals never have a dry bed, u Aed 
are often up to the belly in mud and water. In theſe play 
of the pariſh where the ſoil is light, great profits are made ly 
feeding ſheep on turnips. They are generally let at from 4 
to 51. the Engliſh acre ; and the writer hereof has once u owe 
again ſold them for 5 guineas. be ft 


Climate and Diſeaſes. —The climate of Eccles, from its l cat 
and flat ſituation, is by no means the moſt healthy; and fr 
the marſh -iaſma, (ariſing from rain water ſtagnating on th 
ſurface of a ſoil, chiefly clay), the people are peculiarly d 
noxious to diſeaſes of debility, ſuch as agues, nervous feve 
chronic rheumatiſms, &c. Within theſe laſt 20 years, the 
diſeaſes were almoſt epidemic, among the lower claſſes of th 
people. Of late, however, they are much leſs frequent, an 
greatly milder. This may be attributed to two cauſes: 1 
To the advanced ſtate of agricultural improvement, and eſp 
cially draining of land ; which, by drawing off the rain 1 
that formerly ſtagnated on the ſurface, has rendered the hear 
dryer, and conſequently more wholeſome: 2dly, To the love 
clafles being more comfortably clothed and lodged, and ln 
more on animal food than formerly. That the influence 40 rot 
damp climate is corrected by a generous mode of living, i 
abundantly evident from this circumſtance, that while tis 
poorer ſort are often viſited by the abovementioned diſeale 
the gentry and opulent farmers almoſt always eſcape. Among 
the cauſes, which have contributed to leſſen the influenced 
the diſeaſes peculiar to this climate, there is one, which ts 
incumbent's perſonal knowledge of its happy effects willn nt 
allow him to omit ; the wearing ef FLANNEL next the .f 
Nor is it difficult to account for this effect. Rheumati 
proceeds evidently from the perſpiration being obſtructed 5 


the ſurface of the body ; and 1 but flannel will preſer® 
F 
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his diſcharge uniform and equable, in a climate which is ſub- 
«ed to fogs, and to the vapours which ariſe from water ſtag- 
ting on the ſurface of the ground. Could people be pre- 
ailed on univerſally to adopt this practice, it would do more 


om A alleviate, if not extirpate nervous diſeaſes, than the united 
e wifoners of the whole materia medica.—The ravages made by 


ie ſmall pox were formerly very great; not leſs than a third 
art of all thoſe infected being carried off by this malignant 
ts lo eaſe: But fince the introduction of inoculation, which of 
ate has become very general, the baneful influence of this 
liſeaſe has been greatly mitigated “. 


River and Fiſh, —This pariſh has no river that runs through 
t, brit the Tweed; which ſeparates Scotland and England, 
alhes the ſouthern boundary; and affords a very lucrative 
non fiſhing, though at the diſtance of near 20 miles from 
ie ſea. The property belongs to the Earl of Home, 


Population, In a ſurvey made by Dr. Webſter, about 40 
ears ago, the number of examinable perſons in the pariſh of 
| les; was — > - „51 0 — — 1240 
ud the number of ſouls, S W 
om a very accurate ſurvey of the preſent inhabitants, 

taken by the writer hereof, the number is not leſs 

F - — = 1780 


bonſequently, i in the ſpace of 40 years, there has been an in- 


teaſe of 291. 
Gg3 As 


*ltisrare to hear of one dying out of many hundreds who ſubmit to this 
unary practice, while thoſe families, who, from ignorance, obſtinacy or pre- 
8 — be prevailed upon to try the ſalutary experiment, have been 
iſhed by the loſs of more than half their children. It is much to the honour 
te gentlemen in this pariſh, that they have done every thing in their power 
ra 
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As agriculture is the principal buſineſs cartied on 5 
the pariſh, the inhabitants are moſtly employed in tha 


particular branch. There is a conſiderable number « 


tradeſmen, ſuch as ſmiths, carpenters, and plough-wrightz 
who are all employed by the farmers, and are generally i 
eaſy circumſtances. No man in this pariſh is unemployed, 
and there is rather a want of hands for labour, than a ſuper 
fluity. 


Abſtract of Marriages +, Baptiſms, and Burials, for 3 Yer, 

viz. from the 1ſt of October 1789, to the 1ſt of Octobe 
1792. 150 

806 Baptif, Marr. But, 

From 1. Oct. 1789 to ditto 1790, 80 10 23 

From 1. Oct. 1790 to ditto 1791, 72 13 20 

From 1. Apr. i791 to 1. Apr. 1792, 86 x6 2 


Cattle, Sc. rue number of cattle and ploughs in the 


71th is as follows: 
Number 


to reconcile the minds of the common people to this uſeful praQice, by paying tle 
expence of inoculating the children of the poor around them. In this way, tl 
have done more to promote the practice, than either reaſon or eloquence col 
have effected. 

1 To account for the ſmall number of regiſtered marriages, it is to be c 
ſeryed, that the practice of marrying in a clandeſtine and irregular manner ll 
ſubſiſts upon the Borders; and though the ſynod of Merſe and Tiviotdale tut 
done every thing in their power to repreſs it, yet it is till kept up by ut 
members of the Church of England, who ſacrifice the dignity of their protein 
to a little tranſient emolument.—There are alſo many more baptiſms than ta 
| which are regiſtered; but of late years, ſince the tax of threepence was pail! 

the King, over and above the uſual fees of regiſtration, many cannot be pre 
on to enrol their childrens names. The miniſter bas done every thing u 
power, to convince them of ee of the thonſkes)}/bue many iwH . 
ſtill continue obſtinate and reſractory. 


Ile 
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Number of labouring Horſes, Number of calves reared an- 
ſslety employed in the plouigh, 266 nually by ditto and labour- 
dito from 2 to 3 years old, 70 ers, - 9 * 1000, 
— ding and carriage ditto, 50 Ditto of black cattle, — 2838 
foals reared by the farmers, 209 —— ploughs *, - 3 
586 


Sheep and Wool, — Our farmers do not breed many ſheep. 
This is owing to the nature of the foil, which often produces 
that bane ful difeaſe, well Known by the name of the rot. The 
rreateſt proportion is conſequently bought in, and fed off. 
The lambs are generally fold in the months of Jane, July, 
and Auguſt, and the ewes about Michaelmas and Martinmas. 
The wool of theſe ſheep is not very valuable, as they are ge- 
recally bought in from mountainons counties, ſuch as Tweed- 
dale and Lammermuir. Such wool ſells from 10s, to 125. per 
ſtone. As for the ſheep purchaſed from Northumberland and 
Biſhoprick, they ate of a very ſupertor kind. The wool of 
that ſtaple generally ſells from 188. to one guinea per ſtone, 
and the carcaſe weighs from 70 lb. to 80 lb. There are only 
2 farmers in the pariſh who are breeders of ſheep ; which 
turn ont to great account. The ſheep which they breed, are 
equal to any bred in Northumberland, both for weight and 
kneneſs of fleece; and, as a proof of this, 100 lambs, with 
the wool of the ewes, were fold for 100 guineas ; and a con- 
iderable profit was made of them, both by the butcher and 
manufacturer. 


Union of Furm.— About 25 or 30 years ago, the farms in 
the pariſh of Eccles were very ſmall, and ſeveral gentlemen 
| "= WC 


There would be many more ploughs, if there was not a conſiderable quan- 
uty of land laid off in the beſt order, both for breeding and feeding. 
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of ſmall eſtates farmed their own lands. At this period; lin. 
profit aroſe from agriculture; and it is only ſince farms wer, 
united, that great profits have been made. It is now to he 
feared, however, that farming is going to the oppofite extreme; 
and the writer hereof cannot help thinking, that too great 
property, and too extenſive farming, is a very great loſs to 
any country. In the pariſh of Eccles, ſome farms are far to 
extenfive, conſidering the good quality of the land. Some tenant; 
poſſeſs above goo acres, ſeveral 800, and ſcarcely can a farm 
of 50 or 60 acres be got for any rent. In land ſuch as tha 
of Eccles, there ought not to be a farm exceeding 300 actes. 
This quantity of land would ſupport a family very decently, 
and beſides afford an ample proviſion for their children ; and, 
in the opinion of ſome, it is very improper to elevate men 
too high above their ſtation, As many of our farmers have 
got a very narrow education, riches have often the unhappy 
effect of making them proud, and leading them to treat theit 
{uperiors with inſolence and contempt. 


Rent and Proprietors, 9c.-—The rent of this pariſh, at pre- 
ſent, is nearly 11,0001. ; and it will advance conſiderably in 
a very ſhort time, as ſome old leaſes, upon extenſive eftates, 
muſt ſoon expire. There is no farm, ſince the author ha 
been miniſter of the pariſh, but what has been doubled in rent, 
and ſome of them have been tripled; and if grain and ſtock 
continue to hold the value they do at preſent, it would not be 
ſurpriſing, if, in the courſe of a few years, the rental of this 
pariſh ſhould exceed 18,0001. or even 20,0001. per annum. 
There is a farm, near Eccles, that expires in a year or two, 
rented at 180l., and it is credibly reported, that 380l. has been 
offered, and refuſed. There are above 30 gentlemen, pto- 
prietors of eſtates; ſome of whom poſſeſs x,4001., many $00. 
and gool. per annum, many conſiderably leſs, and ſome ſmal 

6 heritors, 
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heritors, who do not exceed 100l. per annum. Our tenants 
are in number 56; and many of our gentlemen retain as much 
land in their own hand, as accommodates their families with 
the neceſſaries of life. 


Zecleſiaſtical State. The incumbent has had great difficulty 
to aſcertain the extent of the ancient Nunnery. It appears to 
have been nearly a ſquare of 6 acres; extending rather farther 
to the S. and W. than to the E. and N. The only veſtige 
remaining of it is two vaulted cells f, which the late Sir 
John Paterſon converted into two cellars, for holding wine, 
ale, c.—The old church was a Gothic building, in the 
form of a croſs, vaulted and covered with large flag ſtones, 
dedicated to St. Andrew, the tutelar ſaint of Scotland, and 
ornamented with a croſs, and a very elegant ſteeple. The 
building might have ſtood for many centuries, and it was 
with the greateſt difficulty it was taken down. But as it was 
too ſmall to accommodate the inhabitants, the proprietors of 
the pariſh took it down about 20 years ago, and built a very 
aandſome modern church on the {ame ground, 75 feet long, 


by 


The burial ground contiguous to theſe vaults is all flagged with fine ſtone, 
4 feet beneath the ſurface z which is a clear proof that there have been many 
more cells, of a fimilar kind to the former; and as the ground, when turned up, 
ehibits only a mixture of ſand, lime, and earth, it appears to be nothing but 
the rubbiſh of the fallen vaults, It is ſaid, that the prineipal entrance to the 
dunnery was from the W., where there was a very ſpacious gate, beautifully 
ſculptured, and adorned with a variety of figures. Before the front door of 
the manſion houſe of Eccles, a ſtone coffin was dug out, above fix feet long, and 
covered above with flag ſtones. As it had been buried above 200 years, every 
part of the body was reduced to aſhes. As the inſide of the ſtone was pretty 
moth, and the whole portrait of the perſon viſible (though in aſhes), Sir John 
Puerſon had the curioſity to colle& the whole, and (wonderful to tell !) it did 
dot exceed in weight ene ounce and a half! 
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by 35 broad; where 1000 people are very conveniently feats, 
It was built after the model of the Chapel of Eaſe in Fin. 
burgh, is in every reſpe& well finiſhed, and is, without dif, 
pute, the beſt and handſomeſt country church in Berwickſhir, 
The prefent incumbent was the firſt miniſter who preached in 
it. The manſe and offices were built at the ſame time, They 
were removed from the place where they formerly ſtood, 
which was a little to the S. W. of the manſion-houſe d 
Eccles; and as the heritors would not conſent to the remonl 
unleſs Sir John was at the whole expence of the new build. 
ings, he acceded to the conditions. The glebe was exchange 
at the ſame time, aad placed very conveniently in the front 
of the manſe. It conſiſts of rather more than 20 acres d 
good arable ground, and is well worth as many pounds Ste. 
ling. As the ſtipend, when the preſent miniſter entered u 
the charge, did not exceed al., every thing included, he ws 
obliged to purſue for an augmentation. The Lords of Seſſo 
granted one to the extent of 30l.: But, what is extreme 
hard on him, although it is above 18 years fince it was dh 
tained, the allocation 1s nat yet finally ſettled. Several of the 
heritors, indeed, paid by the firſt allocation, but many more 
have refuſed payment; and there are arrears, at this moment 
due, to the extent of ſeveral hundred pounds. 


Poor. — The poor, that are rated in the boaks, amount t 
the number of 30 perſons; and the pariſh is aſſeſſed in 120 
per annum for their ſupport, As for the induſtrious pot, 
when families may want occaſional ſupport, they are relievt 
either from the money collected on the Sabbath-day, or by 
the generoſity of the gentlemen in the pariſh. The auth 
mentions it to their honour, that on a proper repreſentaudl 
of diſtreſs, he has always found them liberal and beneficent 
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Antiquities —From our vicinity to England, it might have 
been expected, that we ſhould have had many memorials of 
thoſe bloody conteſts, which formerly ſubſiſted between the 
zeighbouriug kingdoms. We have only, however, one of 
this kind. It is a monument erected to one of the PerciEs, 
who fell in a bloody engagement with one of the rival family 
of DouGLas. It confiits of a large fquare ſtone, full g feet 
above the ſurface, On one fide of the ſquare appears the 
greyhound, which is the Percie”s creſt ; on another, the figure 
of a naked man, in rude ſculpture ; and, on the other two 
ſides, the ancient ſword and battle-ax are pourtrayed +, It 
ſands nearly a mile to the N. E. of the village of Eccles, 


Diſadvantages — Among the natural defects in the fituation 
of Eccles, muſt fiſt be mentioned the want of running water. 
In times of ſevere drought, our brooks and rivulets are often 
entirely dried up; and our farmers are ſometimes obliged to 
drive their cattle to the Tweed, a diſtance of between 2 and 
3 miles, Another diſadvantage under which we labour, is 
our diſtance from coals and lime. We are obliged to bring 
both theſe articles from Northumberland, which is not leſs 
remote than from 14 to 18 miles. Hence fuel becomes a moſt 
expenſive article in houſekeeping; and the diſtreſs of the 
lower ranks, in ſevere winters, is unſpeakably great. Our 
diſtance from markets is alſo another inconvenience. Our 
Vor. XI. H h farmers 
t There is no inſcription whatever to be traced on this ſtone ; ſo that it is 
impoſſible to aſcertain its antiquity. It muſt, however, have been conſiderably 
Prior to the Union. The late Sir John Paterſon wiſhed to have it removed 
near the manſion of Eccles, but found the thing impracticable. The monument 
ls fixed in a large ſtone baſis, which it penetrates; and the workmen followed 
it ſome feet into the earth, without being able to get to the foundation. The 
Place where it ſtands is called Dead Riggs, from the great number of the flain; 
and fo dreadful was the ſlaughter, that tradition reports, that a little ſtreamlet 
jd its neighbourhood, ran with Blood for 24 hour: / 
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farmers cannot depend on a ready ſale, and quick return 9 
money, in any market nearer than Berwick, which is diſtant 
almoſt 20 miles; and it is to that place, accordingly, that they 
commonly ſend all their wheat and barley. Kelſo, indeed, i 
within 6 miles of Eccles; but as no corn merchants attend 
there, to buy grain for exportation, the only purchaſers ate 
country millers, who buy it for internal conſumption, ang 
with whom it is generally diſagreeable, and often unſafe tg 
deal. The circumſtance, which enables us to ſtruggle unde 
theſe inconyeniences, is the goodneſs of our public roads; and 
the gentlemen of the county deſerye high praiſe for the u. 
tention they have paid to this important particular, and thy 
regulations they have made for keeping the roads in a fate 
of good repair. | 
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NUMBER XVIII. 


PARISH OF DUNNET. 


(County and Preſbytery of Caithneſs —Synod of Caithneſs and 
Sutherland.) 


By the Rev. Mr. Tnouas JoLLY, Miniſter, 


Origin of the Name. 


HERE is no certainty as to the origin of the name of 

this pariſh. Some ſuppoſe it to be from the Gaelic, 
In that language it is called Dunnivet, which is probably taken 
from ſome part or property in the Head-land, that being the 
moſt remarkable place in the pariſh*®. The names of many 
places in the pariſh, however, are clearly of Daniſh extraction; 
as Ratter, Syſter, Reaſter, Holm (fince called Ham), Sunnigoe, 
Aſhigoe, Gettriegoe, Alſhigoe, fc. 


H h 2 Extent, 


* What renders this probable, is, that the 8. W. part of Dunnet Head, 
bears a ſtrong reſemblance to the ground, upon which the Caſtle of Dunnottas. 
A name not unſimilar in ſound to Dunnet), in the county of Mearns, is builts 
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Extent, Situation, and Soil. — The pariſh is about 10 mile 
long, from N. W. to S. E; and 4 miles broad, about the 
middle, but much narrower towards the extremities. It is one 
of the moſt northern pariſhes in Scotland; and indeed the ex. 
tremity of Dunnet Head, by the lateſt obſervations, is found to 
be ſomewhat farther N. than even Duncanſbay Head, or Johy 
o' Groat's. The ſoil is, in general, of a light nature, with little 
{tiff clay, or deep loam. On the W. it is ſandy, and towards 
the E. it is chiefly a light black ſoil ; but not without the ex. 
ception of ſeveral farms, which are rich clay. The far greater 
part of the pariſh is uncultivated, and, indeed, a great part of 
it unfit for cultivation. 


— 


Dunnet Head.— DuxxvzT HEAp is an extenſive promontory 
on the W. It conſiſts of ſeveral hills, but none of them ot 
conſiderable height, interſperſed with vallies, in which there 
is a great extent of paſture for ſmall cattle or ſheep. It was 
formerly well ſtored with the latter; which are ſaid to have 
ſucceeded well: But as theſe were deſtroyed by the introduc- 
tion of a diſeaſe, it has, for many years paſt, turned to little 
account to the neighbouring proprietors, who have it in com- 
mon. Dunnet Head preſents very bold rocks, towards th: 
ſea, from 100 to 409 feet high, through its whole circuit, 
which is not leſs than 9 miles, exclufive of 2 miles of lov 
land, by which it is joined to the reſt of the pariſh, There is 
no part of it inhabited. The ſoil is chiefly moſs, running on 
free-ſtone, or ſandy clay. The free-ſtone, which is the only 
Kind of ſtone found there, is exceedingly hard, and ſeems t0 
be very little affected by the influence of the air, as appeat 
by the corner ſtones of a ſmall ſteeple, adjoining the ehurch, 
which ſtill bear the original marks of the iron, though it bas 
not ſtood,” by the beſt accounts, leſs than 200 years. Such an 


extent of durable free-ſtone quarry, would, in ſome parts 
| the 


of Dunnet, 245 


ne de kingdom, be a treaſure; but here it yields nothing, except 
the , (mall rent to one of the neighbouring proprietors, for the 
one Wi privilege of quarrying millſtones ; an article, in which the 
ex. Wl greater part of the county are ſupplied from thence. There 
d to te ſeveral ſmall lochs in different parts of the Head, which 
obs WY forniſh water, ſufficient for a mill, through the greater part of 
the year. a 


Sea Coaft, Kelp, Lakes, &c.—On the E. of Dunnet Bay, 
there is 2 beautiful level ſand, for two miles along the ſhore, 
over which the ſea ebbs and flows, above a quarter of a mile. 
But as there is commonly a great breach upon the ſhore, very 
few ſhell fiſh are found in it, and theſe of httle value. The 
tory Wand, above high-water mark, is looſe; and by being expoſed 
n of oo driving, from the ſuction of the bay, frequently hurts the 
here WW ueighbouring lands. Adjoining to that, there is a tract of 
was {Wharren ſand, nearly 2 miles in diameter, which is ſaid to have 
ave been arable ground, or rich paſture, ſome time about the end 
of laſt century. The ruins of cottages are now appearing in 
lifferent parts of it; but they ſeem to be of a much older date. 
The part of the pariſh to the E. of Dunnet Head, along the 
Pentland Frith, has a low rocky ſhore, which, on an average, 
may produce about 20 tons of kelp per annum. A. few 
tons may likewiſe be made on the ſhores to the N. of 
Dunnet Bay. The other uncultivated grounds are chiefly 
mols and moor; and of the lait a great part is capable of cul- 
vation, There is ſcarcely an eminence in the pariſh, except 
s ia Dunnet Head, that deſerves the name of a hill. Three 
ears likes, each about a mile in length, and half as much in breadth, 
ch, upply the principal mills with water. A few ſmall trouts are 
has i found in one of theſe; the other two, being in the vicinity of 
n de land, are frequenced only by a few eels. 


the Tidex. 
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Nides. The current in Pentland Frith is exceedingly ſtroz 
during ſpring tides, fo that no veſſel can ſtem it. The flood tis 
runs, from W. to E., at the rate of 10 miles an hour, with ney 
and full moon. It is then high water at Scar faberry (wheng 
the ferry boat crofles from Dunnet for Orkney), at 9 o'clock, 
Immediately as the water begins to fall upon the ſhore, th 
current turns to the W.: But the ſtrength of the flood is þ 
great in the middle of the frith, that it continues to run . 
till about twelve. Theſe contiguous currents, running with 
amazing velocity, in oppoſite directions, have a ſtrange uy 
pearance from the land, in a day favourable for obferying 
them. With a gentle breeze of weſterly wind, about 8 Oclock 
in the morning, the whole frith ſeems as ſmooth as a ſheet d 
glaſs, from Dunnet Head to Hoy Head, in Orkney. About 
9 the ſea begins to be in a rage, for about 100 yards, to appeat 
ance, off the Head, while all without that continues ſmooth u 
before. This appearance gradually advances towards the frith 
and along the ſhore to the E., though the effects of it are yd 
much felt upon the ſhore, till it reach Scarfskerry Head, whid 
is about 3 miles diſtant from Dunnet Head, as the land be. 
tween theſe two points forms a confiderable bay. By 2 o'clock 
the whole frith feerns to be in a rage. About z in the aſte- 
noon, it is low water on the ſhore, when all the former phen 
mena are reveried ; the ſmooth water beginning to appear al 
the land, and advancing gradually till it reaches the middle d 
the frith, From the ſtrength of the tides, and the ſurpriting 
velocity of theſe contiguous currents, in oppoſite directio 
Pentland Frith is a very dangerous navigation to ſtrangem 
eſpecially if they approach near the land. But the natives 
along the coaft, are fo well acquainted with the direction d 
the tides, that they can take advantage of every one of thelt 
currents, to carry them ſafe to one harbour or another. Hence 
very few accidents happen, but from want of fkill or know 
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ledge of the tides. The ſafeſt way for ſtrangers is either to 
ake a pilot on board, or to keep at a conſiderable diſtance 
om the land. The frith is ſaid to be about 12 miles broad, 
ppofite to Dunnet, though no exact meaſurement has pro- 
hably been taken, 


Harbours.— Though Dunnet Bay runs far into the land, it 
fords no ſhelter for any veſſel upon the N. fide of it, which 
contiguous t Dannet Head, as it is expoſed to the W. But 
n the Pentland Frith, to the E. of the Head, there are ſeveral 
ry ſecure havens for boats or ſmall craft, The haven of 
rough, cloſe by the Head, is well ſheltered from every wind 
but 


la ſpring 1791, there was a veſſel from Dantzic, of about 500 or 600 tons 

urden, paſſing through the ſrith, on a voyage to Liverpool. The maſter, find» 
g the current againſt him, in the middle of the frith, when about 8 or g miles 
E. of Dunnet Head, bore' in for the ſhore, where he fell in with the laſt of the 
bb, called by the people here the wefter birth. The wind was about N. W. 
de current brought him up paſt Scarfckerry; but he was ſo near the ſhore, 
tat the people on land were much alarmed for his ſafety. Soon after, a boay 
ent out, and offered him a pilot, which he refuſed ; vn which they adviſed him 
o ſtand fome miles ont to ſea. When he came up cloſe with Dunnet Head, he 
acked, and ſtood out only about a mile to ſea, Finding the current ſtrong to 
e W., he thought it unneceſſary to continue longer on that tack, as he knew 
It was not near low water in the frith ; upon which he tacked again, and ſtood 
to the W., hoping all danger was over. He cleared Dunnet Head; but by 
at time it had begun to low upon the ſhore; and the eaſter birth ſetting in, 
on reached him with conſiderable ſtrength. Upon finding his veſſel carried 
o the E., by the ſtern, and faſt approaching the head land, he attempted to 
but ſound that impoſlible, as the wind and current, being nearly in the 
une direction, the veſſel would not anſwer the helm. He then attempted to 
wear, but with no better effect. The people on ſhore obſerved, that nothing, 
that fituation, could have faved him, but dropping an anchor over the ſtern; 
ud the moment he found that hold, ſo as to turn the veſſel, ſlipping the cable, 
id ſtanding to ſea. Neglecting that precaution, he was driven aſhore and 
ecked, and that through mere ignorance, without the leaſt ſtreſs of weather. 
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but the N. W.; and a ſmall expence might render it ſecun 
againſt it too, by throwing a pier from the land, to a lay 
cleft, or out-ſtanding rock, which is about 100 yards fron 
the ſhore, Nature has already done that in part, by forming 
a barr, or ridge of large ſtones, out to that rock ; but thy 
barrier is not ſufficiently high, to prevent the ſeas breaking 
over it, at high water. Mr. Knox, in the courſe of his tou, 
was much taken with that harbour, and ſeemed to think the 
executing ſuch a pier, an object worthy of attention, Thi 
could be effected with the greater eaſe, as there would he u 
occaſion for quarrying a ſingle ſtone, or for carrying one abo 
200 yards. The ſpace to the E. of the pier, being cleared d 
ones, would form an excellent harbour for ſmall veſſels; the 
entrance to which is about 3 fathoms deep at low water, u 
without any bar. Brough has, beſides, the advantage of h 
ing very contiguous to the beſt fiſhing ground fox cod a 
ling; and hence is not only capable of being rendered a {alp 
harbour, but the moſt commodious filhing ſtation in the par 
or even on this fide of the Pentland Frith. The harbour d 
Ham or Holm, is ſcarcely a mile to the eaſt of Brough. | 
might alſo be rendered ſafe for ſmall veſſels, at little expenct 
There is a ſuperficial pier erected there already ; and, tit 
ground within it being pretty well cleared of ſlones, vedlels 
or below 100 tons, find no inconveniency of loading or ul 
loading a cargo, or even lying there for weeks in the ſumme 
ſeaſon. It has, however, the inconveniency of a bar, or fi 
of ſand and gravel, acroſs the entrance of it, upon whi 
there is not ſufficient depth of water for veſſels in any gre 
burden, but with ſpring tides. Scarfiterry is a narrow en 
between two rocks, and affords a convenient landing for boat 
with eaſy weather, but is not W of beiog much in 
proved, 
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ſecun F/. Dunnet Bay affords excellent flounders, and haddoeks; 

late nod is ſometimes frequented by ſhoals of herrings, in July and 
from Auguſt. But their continuance in the bay, or even their coming 
to it, has hitherto been reckoned fo uncertain, that no ex- 
tenfive herring fiſhery has been attempted. Beſides theſe, 
great quantities of cuddins, as they are called here, or ſmall 
faiths, are uſually caught in the ſummer ſeaſon. Pentland 
Frith abounds with excellent cod and ling; not of a very 
large ſize, but remarkably thick and of a good quality. The 
haddocks and flaunders are taken with ſmall lines, mounted 
with 5 or 6 ſcore of hooks, which are ſet, and left in the ſea 
commonly through the night. The cuddens are taken with a 
rod and line, to which is fixed a fingle hook, and for the moſt 
part in ſhallow water, or near the ſhore. The cod and ling 
are found principally in deep water, in the tide way, and taken 
with a line of 50 or 60 fathoms, to which a ſingle hook is fixed, 
and a lead weight or ſinker. There are various other kinds 
of fiſh occaſionally taken, as turbot, ſkate, whitings, &c. In 
harveſt, too, amazing ſhoals of ſmall fiſh, called /e/lacts (which 
are no other than the young of faiths, and ſome ſpecies of the 
cod), frequent the ſhores, and are often taken in a ſmall 
lweep net, to the quantity of ſeveral buſhels at once. There 
are ſcarcely any ſhell fiſh to be found here, but lobſters, crabs, 
and limpets. 


Birds, —A. great variety of ſea fowls frequent the rocks of 
Dunnet Head ; though, as the higheſt rocks front the W. 
ind N. W., they are not ſo numerous as they would other. 
wiſe probably be. There is a bird, called a layer, here, that 
hatches in ſome parts of the reck. It is reported, that it is 
dnly to be found in Dunnet Head, Hoy Head in Orkney, in 
Wales, and in the Cliffs of Dover (where it is ſaid to be known 
dy the name of the pufſin), and in no other place in Britain. 
Vor. XI. Ii | The 
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The old ones are little eſteemed; but the young are reckon 
extremely delicate. As there is no way, however, of getting 


to their neſts, but by deſcending from the top of the roek, by eeſte 


the aſliſtance of a rope, no perſon in this pariſh has attempt. 
ed to catch any of them for many years paſt. A few eagle, 
a variety of hawks, ravens, crows, and wild pigeons, likewiſe 
hatch in the rocks. The other birds moſt common in the 
pariſh, are plovers and grouſe ; but the latter are not in great 
abundance. 


Wild Duadrupeds.—Otters are occaſionally found in Dunnet 
Head; and ſeals often frequent the ſhores, but not in ſo grea 
numbers as in many other parts of the county. The only 
ravenous animals here are foxes and weaſels. There are a 
good many hares in different parts ; and the ſandy ground, in 
the neighbourhood of Dunnet Bay, would make a good rab. 
bit warren, if they were preſerved : But, as they expoſe the 
ſand to driving, by breaking the ground, the proprietor al- 
lows every perſon to ſhoot them, without reſtriction. It has 
not, however, been poſſible wholly to extirpate them, though 
they do great miſchief. Some of them have found their way 
into Dunnet Head, where they would probably multiply 1 
pidly, were they not a prey to the foxes and eagles. 


Climate and Diſeaſes, Cc. — The climate vaties according to 
the diſtance from the ſea, Along the Pentland Frith the air 
is generally temperate in ſummer, and cold and ſharp in vin- 
ter; but ſnow ſeldom continues upon the ground, for any 
great length of time. Towards the $. E., or more inland 
parts of the pariſh, the froſts. are much keener in-winter ; and 
the corns are more liable to be hurt by hoar froſts, in ſpring 
and autumn. The village, or rather farm, of DoxxNEx, fituated 


to the E. of Dunnet Head, and to the N. E. of the Bay, has 


beaus 


= a 


of Dannet. 251 


peautiful expoſure and declivity to the S., and is reckoned 
mn exceedingly healthy ſituation; yet there are few well at- 
teſted inſtances of longevity in it. This may be owing to 
the people's mode of life. They have all of them very ſmall 
farms ; and moſt of them depend upon the ſea principally for 
their ſubſiſtence. By theſe means, they obſerve little regu- 
larity in diet, being ſometimes obliged to live chiefly on ve- 
getables, and at other ſeaſons, confined perhaps wholly to 
animal food, They are beſides frequently expoſed to cold 
and damps, and ſometimes, like other ſeafaring people, to 
exceſſive fatigue, which brings on rheumatiſms and coughs, 
Theſe are no doubt greatly increaſed, by their being ill ac- 
commodated in lodging. Their houſes are for the moſt part 
ereted of turf, exceedingly low and ill aired. Nor have 


they that regard to cleanlineſs which is neceſſary for health. 


They are, however, improving in that reſpect. 


Population. AV the information, that is deſirable on this 
article, cannot be obtained, from the want of authentic re- 
cords, That of baptiſms is the only regiſter, that has been 
kept with any degree of accuracy. Indeed, the principal re- 
giſter of the pariſh is ſaid to have been deſtroyed, or carried 


of by a clerk, in revenge of a difference between him and 


ſome of the heritors. There were in the pariſh, on the 1ſt of 


March 1791, males 645, and females 754“; in all, 1399 ſouls. 


The return to Dr. Webſter, in 1755, was 1235 


6 


Hence there is an increaſe of = 164 
112 X The 


* The great diſproportion, between the males and females, is probably owing 
to the number that enliſted with different recruiting parties, during the Ame- 


Tican war; beſides a great many that have gone to ſea. And being in the vi- 


bility of Orkney, where the Hudſon's Bay fleet generally call, very few years 
pals, 
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The number of houſeholders was = » «<$ Ma 
————— of married men (beſides widowers), - 243 
The annual average of births for the laſt 5 years, is 40 
Ditto, from 1, Jan. 1752, to I. Jan. 1959, 39 


Difference, only - - — 1! * 

| oats 

Occupations.—In the inland parts, the people depend chief. Wl jon 
ly on their farms for ſubſiſtence : But along the coaſt, their part 
chief ſupport is from the ſea, And there are ſcarcely any Will aa 
handicraftſmen in the pariſh, who do not occaſionally follo Wl the 
the profeſſion of farmers, or fiſhermen +.—The women ar Wl aig; 
generally employed in ſpinning linen yarn, which they make ſup) 
of a good quality, though they cannot do a great quantity in ¶ hol 
a day, oi 

b hay 

paſs, without ſome young men going thither. A few have likewiſe gone dl jor 
late to the ſouth of Scotland, in queſt of employment: But theſe laſt cannot Ing 
have much affected the proportion, as ſeveral females have alſo gone thither, plo 
with the ſame view. pre 
* It is generally believed, that the'pariſh has increaſed in population within 41 
theſe 40 years; and Dr. Webſter's report affords a proof of it. But it would rig 


appear, from the above avckages of baptiſms, that the difference is not conſidet 
able. Vet there are unqueſtionably great tracts of common that have been Wi ?* 
peopled within that period. | n1( 


+ The employment of fiſhing ſeems to be a great bar to induſtry in other i ft 
branches, as it partakes too much of the nature of ſport, as well as of labour. The WF yo 
ſucceſs never being known till the experiment be made, one day's ſucceſsful WF of 
fiſhing will prevent a week's application to any other buſineſs. Women, when 8 
hired by the day, draw from 4d. to 6d., according to the work in which they are 
.employed.—The wages to a man, per annum, is about 45s.; and his allowance vl 
for ſood, is 3 bolls of oat-meal, at 84 ſtone per boll, and 3 bolls of bear-meal, at 
9 ſtone per boll. A woman ſervant's wages and allowance are about one halt 
of the former. The wages of ſervants, however, are upon the increaſe, Met, 
hired by the day, draw 8d. without maintenance: But as moſt of the inhabitant! 

are fiſhermen, it is very difficult to procure day labourers, 


E 


I Dunnet. a 


z day. Some of them have of late begun to ſpin on two- 
handed wheels, and are making aſtoniſhing progreſs with 
them. 


Agriculture.—It is ſuppoſed, that there are about 1600 acres 
in cultivation in the pariſh. The only grain cultivated is 
cats and bear, with a very ſmall quantity of peaſe. Of late, 
however, confiderable quantities of potatoes have been raiſed, 
particularly in the farm of Dunnet, where the ſoil is well 
adapted to that root, the benefit of which was much felt in 
the late bad years. Small quantities of lint are raiſed alſo in 
different parts. The quantity of grain raiſed 1s ſufficient to 
ſupport the inhabitants, and admit of an export of about 509 
bolls of bear, and the ſame quantity of oatmeal, per annum. 
Ol the houſeholders, 194 occupy ſmall farms. Moſt of theſe 
have one plough, and a few of them two ; but the farms of 
ſome are ſo ſmall, that two or three of them unite in furniſh 
ng cattle, to labour their joint poſſeſſions. There are 190 
ploughs in the pariſh, beſides 14 on 4 farms laboured by the 
proprietors*, The tenants ploughs are generally drawn by 
4 horſes, or oxen, yoked a breaſt. That practice appears 
ridiculous to ſtrangers : But a better &quaintance- with the 
people's circumſtances would lead to a more favourable opi- 
nion. The cattle are very ſmall and ill fed; and hence their 
ſirength is not ſufficient for drawing a plough, if they were 
yoked in any manner, where part might have an opportunity 
of throwing the whole burden occaſionally upon the reſt. This 
practice, however, is attended with the inconveniency, that 
one of the cattle muit walk on the plowed ground. Of this 
ſome 


* Theſe 4 farms contain about 220 acres; which, being taken from the 
Wore 1690 acres, the remaining 1380, laboured by 190 — is about 74 
Kres per plough, on an average. 
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ſome are beginning to be ſenſible, and are ſubſtituting 3 catq, 
a-breaſt, inſtead of 4; endeavouring to get theſe of a hem Ihe 
quality. The great loſs this pariſh ſuſtains, in reſpect ꝙ onde 
agriculture, is from the ſcarcity of graſs and provender; 1 | 
defect that can never be ſupplied, till the inhabitants ſee tel r i. 
- propriety of cultivating artificial graſs, and green crops, Ny 
would it be difficult to perſuade them of the advantage d 
theſe, were it not for their rooted prejudice againſt winter m 
herding. So far as they are not prevented by that prejy. 
dice, they are beginning to aſpire to the making of ſmall rock 
incloſures about their houſes, and ſowing them with clover en 
and rye-graſs, Twenty years ago, there were not above 1; 
carts in the pariſh ; and now there are more than 4 times that 
number. Progreſs in improvement, however, muſt be flo, 
while the farms are ſo ſmall, and ſuch a n of wretched 308 
OOO cattle _ upon them, ter] 


Black Cattle, Horſes and Sheep. As the pariſh is not wel 
ſupplied with paſture, few cows can be kept by the farmers; 
and hence there is ſeldom any cattle reared for exportation, 
A ſupply of horſes from Orkney is needed annually. By the 
way, the greater part of Caithneſs, excepting the Highlant 
Pariſhes of Latheron, Halkirk, and Reay, is ſupplied wid 
Horſes from Orkney; and yet, what may appear ſtrange, ver) 
few breeding mares are kept in that county, They annually 


ccd 
import ſeveral hundred colts, of x or 2 years old, from Strati- A 
naver and the high lands of Caithneſs, and export their ow Work: 
horſes to Caithneſs, about the age of 6 or 8 years. Tha fs, 


plan they follow ſo regularly, that, in ſome parts of Orkney, 
a dead horſe is thought a curiofity. Unhappily that is n 
the caſe in Caithneſs, and particularly in the pariſh of Dun: ane 
net, where numbers every year fall a ſacrifice to age and Peat 


verty. The greater part of the horſes, imported from Ork- Nun: 
* ne) 
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y, are landed at Scarfskerry, about the Lammas ſeaſon. 
The ſame boats that carry over the colts, generally return 
loaded with horſes *®. There are about 500 ſheep in the pa- 
nil, of a very indifferent quality; a very inconſiderable num- 


I; 
4 ker indeed, conſidering the extent of paſture in Dunnet Head. 
Nor Bat as the proprietors have not, for many years, paid 
ze of NY attention to that object, it is not poſſible for the poor 


farmers to reap much advantage from it; as the ſheep there 
muſt be expoſed to many accidents, from the height of the 
weks, and from the ravenous animals, if not properly 
attended, 


| Heritors and Rent.—The pariſh belongs to 3 heritors ; and 
2 of theſe reſide occaſionally in its The valued rent is 
230gl. Tas. 6d. Scotch; and the real rent about ggcl, 
terling. 


Ecclefraftical State +, —The value of the living, is about 
gal. Sterling, including the glebe. Sir JoHN SINCLAIR of 
UiaSTER, Bart. is patron. The pariſh church is an ancient 

building; 


* It has not been poſſible to aſcertain an average, either of the export or im- 
port, with accuracy. But, from the beſt information that can be got on the ſub- 
FR, about 300 colts are annually imported into Orkney; and ſomewhat more 
than half as many horſes returned. Such as are carried to the north iſles of 
Orkney, ſeldom return, but are allowed to remain there, till they die of old 
ge, as in other parts of the kingdom. 


Mr. James Fullerton was miniſter at the ne and was ſucceeded by 
Mr. George Oſwald, ſome time before the end of laſt century. Dr. James 
Olwald ſucceeded his fath® in I727; and being removed to Methven, in Perth- 
lire, in 1750, was ſucceeded by Dr. George Trail; to whom the preſent incum- 


P was ſettled aſſiſtant and ſucceſſor, in 1784, and ſucceeded to the charge in 
1785. 
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building“; but it is neither commodious, nor in good repair fil #c 
The laſt manſe was built in 1963. But as the undertaker hy 
only tool. Scotch for executing the work, it was never pt. 
perly finiſhed. As the incumbent, however, had a numerom 
family, he found it convenient to give the old manſe ſome 
repair, at his own expence. The preſent incumbent had 
ſmall allowance from the heritors, for giving it a farther u. 
pair. Neither the manſes, however, nor the offices, are in 
good condition. There are no ſectaries, excepting 2 ot; 
families of Seceders. | 


School and Poor.—The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is only 
61. 1 38. 4d. Sterling; and, as the emoluments from teaching, 
and other perquiſites, are inconſiderable, it is not worth the 
acceptance of a perſon of education. The preſent teacher" 
knowledge extends only to reading Engliſh, writing, and the 
common rules of arithmetic. The pariſh has the benefit of © 
Society ſpinning ſchool. Aud as the different parts of it ar 
much detached from one another, it has been found convenient 
to have 2 or 3 private ſchools, in the remoteſt corners. A ; 
theſe different ſchools there have been, for the laſt 3 year 
generally about go ſcholars, male and female. The only las- 
guage taught and ſpoken is Engliſh.— As the people are, i | 


general, in low circumſtances, the weekly collections for e «irc 
| | cell 
® It is not known at what period it was built; but from tradition, and from kne 
other circumſtances, it was probably ſome time before the Reformation. Ther: ot 
is a grave-ſtone in the church-yard, the inſcription of which has a ſtrong . A 
ſemblance to the ſtory of the unfortunate Miſs Rae, which was ſo much the 
fubje& of converſation ſome years ago. The inſcription is,—* Here li * 
* Margaret Wallace, daughter of William Wallace, who was murdered by 
Alexander Calder, fon of Alexander Calder in Dunnet, becauſe he could mt * 
* have her in marriage. Auguſt the 29th, in the year of G0 1635. —Tber 2 
is ſtill a tradition, that the murder was committed on a Sunday morning; the 


that the murderer, by flecing to Orkney, eſcaped puniſhment, 
5 
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poor are exceedingly ſmall. Hence they would have been 


* very deſtitute, had it not been for the liberality of the late 
= Rev. Dr. James Oſwald, who was a native of the pariſh, and 
oho ſettled an annuity of 201. Sterling, for charitable pur- 
ome poles in it. 

ad ; yy . * . 
* Antiquities, — There are few natural curioſities in the pariſh, 
re nfl excepting 2 or 3 caves, in the rocks of Dunnet Head, and 
ore at Ham. But as the acceſs to them is difficult, they have 


not been ſufficiently examined to permit a deſcription, None 
of them, however, excepting the laſt, are ſuppoſed to be of 
enh great extent. Veſtiges of 3 chapels are till viſible. One 
of theſe is ſituated in Dunnet Head, and ſuppoſed ts have 


* been a place of penance. Two inner cells of Picts houſes 
here re ſtill entire at Ham. Theſe appear to be divided only 
4 lil ſtone partition, 3 or 4 feet thick, probably hearted with 
t of 1 earth“. 

it are : ; 
ye Charafer.—_The inhabitants are, in general, a ſagacious 
5M people; and, excepting in ſo far as they are prevented by 


Vol. XI. K k their 


The entrances are about 8 feet aſunder, and ſeem to have led from 2 outer 
circular apartments, of about 17 or 18 feet diameter, which appear to have 
had a communication from the one to the other, The entrance to the largeſt 
cell is near 30 inches wide; but as it is much filled up with earth, it is not 
ind fron known what the heighth of it may have originally been. The cell is about 9 
„ Tbere leet long, and 6 feet wide about the middle; but becomes narrower towards 
frong r. the farther extremity, which is circular. The roof is at preſent about 5 feet 
nuch the from the earth in the floor. The walls are conſtructed of large rough ſtones, 
Here lf Prarently without any kind of cement. Every courſe in the walls projects a 
Jered by little over that immediately below it, till they approach within about 3 feet of 
could not e another. That ſpace is covered by a courſe of ſtrong ſtone lintels. The 
„ere imaller cell is finiſhed in the fame manner. And the whole is covered with 


ne, u ©, which forms a beautiful green mount, about $ or g fect above the level af 
ung; d 
ttc adjacent field. 
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their vicinity to the ſea, appear to want nothing but a ſug, 
cient ſpur to make them induſtrious. They have not ye, 
however, overcome all the bad habits that unlimited ſervices, 
upon the farms of the proprietors, naturally produce, But 
as that pernicious ſervitude is now almoſt wholly aboliſhed, 
there is every reaſon to hope, that the moſt happy effects wil 
ſoon appear. And as ſome of the tenants are obtaining mo. 
derate leaſes, and beginning to improve their ſmall poſſeſſions, 
it is not to be doubted, that they will enjoy a degree of in. 
dependence and comfort unknown to their predeceſſors. 


60 
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ces, NUMBER XIX. 


PARISH OF WATTIN. 


. (County and Profiytery of Caithneſs —Synod of Caithneſs and 
Sutherland.) 


By the Rev. Mr. Jostra TatLor, Miniſter. 


EN 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 


HENCE or how this pariſh obtained the name of 
Wattin, cannot be determined with any certainty. 
Perhaps it was from the large lake of that name, as thoſe 
who pretend to an acquaintance with the Daniſh ſay, that the 
word Wattin, in that language, is the ſame with water in ours. 
It is an inland pariſh, fituated in the centre of the county of 
Caithneſs, It is of conſiderable extent, ſtretching, from S. 


to N., between 8 and 9 computed miles; and, from E. to 
W., about 5. 


Soil and Climate. — The ſoil, in general, is of an excellent 
quality; conſiſting of a rich deep loam, ſtiff and friable clay; 
land mixed with clay; and in the neighbourhood of the moors 

K Kk 2 and 
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and moſſes, of which there is great extent, it is for the moſt 
part very light.— The air is ſharp and pure, and the climate 
very changeable from heat to cold, from wet to dry, and from 
freſh to froſt, Snow ſeldom lies for any length of time; ne. 
vertheleſs, the inhabitants are very healthy. 


River, Lakes, and Fiſh, 9c, —The ſmall river Wick has its 
ſource in the riſing grounds, which divide this pariſh from that 
of Latheron. In its courſe, it is joined by 2 ſtreams ; the one 
Muing from the lake of Teſtingall, lying on the 8. W. 
boundary; the other from that of Mattin, ſituated nearly in 
the centre of the pariſh. It is a large and beautiful ſheet of 
water, extending full 3 miles from E. to W., and nearly 2 
from S. to N. Eels and trouts are caught in it. Sea fowls, 
and ducks of different kinds, frequent it. 


Population, —From the catechiſing rolls, made up at differ. 
ent periods, it appears, that there has been a gradual decreaſe 
in the population, within theſe 20 years. 


In the year 1774, the pariſh contained x435 ſouls. 
— 1780, — —ͤ— 1368, Decreaſe, 67 
1792, —— 1230, 138 


— — 


Total decreaſe in 18 years, 203 


But, in the year 1755, the return wa 1424 
Dr. Webſter having been 

Hence it appears, that there had been an increaſe, in 
19 years, of — On - - 3 


And that the total decreaſe, in 37 years, is only 194 


heir! 
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This decreaſe is partly to be aſeribed to the more eaſy and 


quent intercourſe with the more ſouthern counties, where 
ages of every kind are thought more inviting; partly to 
failure of crops 1782 and 1783, which forced many from 
eit native homes; and partly to the growing extent of farms, 


In the year 1730 there were 59 Baptiſms, and 19 Marriages *. 


1740 24 

that 1750 60 : 

one 1760 47 Ir p 
W. 1770 60 11 1 
F in 1780 40 19 4 
t of £799 . ED. M 
y 2 NE 335 85 2 
* al average of equi - diſtant pe- 


riods within 60 years, = 47 6-7ths I2 1-7th 


Heritors, Rent, and Poor.—This pariſh is the property of 
q heritors, 2 of whom only refide.—The valued rent amounts 
19391. 45. 10d. Scotch.— Since 1782, the number upon the 
poor's roll has been greater, than at any period ſince regular 
rolls appear to have been Kept here. It cannot, however, be 
lad that their funds increaſe in proportion. Our ordinary 
colle&ions, at an average, do not exceed 18. Sterling per 
dabbath, Thoſe, on ſacramental occaſions, amount only to 
between 21. and 31. This, with the intereſt of about 100l., and 


the occaſional fines paid by delinquents, are all that the poor of 
this pariſh have to look to. And, were it not for the charity 
of their aMuent fellow men, their wants would be inſupport- 
able. All that theſe funds will admit of, is, the price of a 
11 nir of ſhoes to ſome ; as much as will buy a coarſe covering 


A to others; and what may purchaſe a firlot or 6 pecks of meal, 


during 


- Wet being ſeveral burying places within the bounds of the pariſh, befides 
de. number of deaths cannot be aſcertained, 
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during the ſcarceſt ſeaſon, to the moſt indigent. By the com. 
mendable liberality of one her:itor, who lately purchaſed the 
largeſt eſtate in the pariſh, the more neceſſitous have had thei 
yearly allowance increaſed. This is not mentioned with 
view to flatter, but as an example worthy the imitation of 
non-reliding heritors in general. It is a duty incumbent yy. 
on them to remember the poor, within the bounds of their re. 
ſpective pariſhes, by contributing annually ſomewhat for thei 
ſupport. Heritors draw a great part of the produce of thei 
eſtates, to ſpend where they will, and at their pleaſure ; whill 
the poor, upon that very ſpot which maintains them in el: 
and affluence, are deprived of taſting the ſmalleſt offal which 
may come from their table, 


Church and School.—From 1744 to 1792, the living vn 
700 merks, 20 bolls oatmeal, and 12 bolls bear, with 40 
Scotch, in name of communion element money; beſides a glebe, 
conſiſting of about 12 acres, part of which is of a very indil 
Terent quality. Laſt ſummer, an augmentation was obtained 
modifying the yearly ſtipend to 951. 10s. Sterling, 20 bold 
oatmeal, 12 bolls bear, and 4ol. Scotch for communion ele 
ments. The manſe and offices were rebuilt in ſummer 170 
the church was repaired in 1784 and the ſchool-houſe is about 
to be rebuilt the enſuing ſeaſon. The ſchoolmaſter's ſala 
was modified in the year 1760, by the Commiſſioners of Suj 
ply, to be 1 chalder oatmeal, and 50 merks in money, yearly; 
leaving it optional to the ſeveral heritors to pay their pro 
portion of the victual, either in kind or in money, at the n 
of 51. Scotch per boll. All of them choſe to pay their ie 
ſpective propertions in money, to the no ſmall prejudice 
the teacher. It is much to be regretted, that in this our © 
vilized country, ſuch an uſeful body of men ſhould be ſo much th 
ne glected. The education of youth is an object highly DP * 

ſerving 
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ring the attention and encouragement of every enlightened 


com. 


d tel ation. 


 theie 

„n Occupations, Improvements, Wc. —There being neither vile 
ion ange nor manufactory within the bounds of this pariſh, its in- 
it up: habitants are all employed in the buſineſs of farming. Even 


ur tradeſmen (of whom there are ſufficient numbers of every 
ind to ſupply the demands of houſeholders), as well as our 
ſervants, betake themſelves to that occupation, dividing their 
ine between the labours of the field, and their particular pro- 
ſellons. As to our improvements in farming, it mult be al- 
owed, we are ſtill greatly behind our fellow ſubjects in the 
more ſouthern counties, At the ſame time, every one, capable 
making the obſervation, ſees, that conſiderable progreſs has 
been made, during the courſe of 12 or 14 years paſt. Now, 
ie ſpirit becomes daily more vigorous ; and, in a few years 
tence, large tracts will aſſume a different appearance. Nature 


IN re. 
* their 
thei 
whill 
n eaſe 
which 


g vn 
h 4c, 
glebe, 


indes been uncommonly favourable to us. Our corn fields are, 
tained or the moſt part, extenſive, though as yet, in many places, 
 bollMWirregular. They hang, with an eaſy declivity, from S. to N., 
on eld from N. to S.: And the moors and commons, though not 
156, afford an extenſive paſture to ſmall black cattle, ſheep, 
abo end horſes, 


ſalat 


f S0 Produce.— Bear and oats, with as many potatoes as are ſuf. 
yearly cient to ſerve the people, are the crops generally cultivated. 
ir pw Car oats are partly of the black, and partly of the grey 


he rats 
e1r re 
dice 0l 
our Cl 
» much 
ily de 
ſerving 


kind : The former, weighing from 10 to 12+ ſtones per boll, 
kccording to the ſoil and culture they meet with ; the latter 
tom 7 to 8 ſtones, and of a very poor quality. The only 
traſon, which can be aſſigned for continuing to ſow them, is, 
that they ſtand almoſt any wind. Several of the gentlemen 
farmers ſow ſome white oats; and, where the land is good, and 

well 
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well prepared, they anſwer to their ſatisfaction. The ger, 
rality, however, of farmers are prejudiced againſt them, fron 
a belief that they are not ſo fruitful as either the black o 
grey; beſides being much more liable to be ſhaken. 


Agriculture. — Though this be the common plan of cry, 
Ping, it is nevertheleſs allowed, by every one {killed in fam. 
ing, that our ſoil is exceedingly well adapted for green crq 
of every kind. And, upon trial, it has been fonnd to be the 
caſe. For ſeveral years paſt, large fields have been laid dom 
in graſs, turnips, peaſe and beans ; all of which have anſwere 
the moſt ſanguine expeQation. Trial is making juſt non 
whether wheat may not be raiſed. Eight bolls were ſom 
laſt ſeaſon ; and, though the winter has been very unfavour. 
able, it promiſes fairly. Hedges, too, have the appearance i 
ſucceeding to advantage. More vigorous healthy ſhoots cot 
not be deſired, than thoſe to be ſeen growing around the ditche 
upon the Mains of Wattin. About 20 years ago, the ou 
lines of a large farm, on the S. fide of the loch, were laid wit 
thorns ; and, though totally neglected, both as to cleaning aul 
dreſſing, ſeveral chains lengths, without a breach, have come 
to ſuch perfection, as to be a ſufficient fence againſt all kind 
of cattle, The fields under culture are much infeſted, be 
with top and root weeds. But this is owing to the eſtabliſh«ſſ ** 
mode of farming, and not to any natural tendency in the ſul be 
The infield ground is perpetually under tillage. One ye C 

Tt 


a third part goes to bear, and the other two thirds to oats; 
and ſo on, in conſtant rotation. The ſmallneſs of their pc 
ſeſſions, and the uncertain tenor þy which they hold them, 
prevents their attempting to fallow. Indeed, they have lite Pe. 
inclination that way; nor will their preſent circumſtances pe £ 
mit them to undergo an immediate loſs, for the proſpett d 
future gain. Without ſtock to begin upon, very few eue 
gh 
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get above the world: And this ſeems to be the principal rea- 
{on of their being ſo averſe to hold their poſſeſſions by leaſe. 
Unable to bear any great loſs, eithet by failure of crop or 
cattle, they think themſelves ſafeſt; when free to remove at any 
term they chooſe, after finding matters likely to go againſt 
them. And yet, notwithſtanding 6f this, removals are by no 
means ſo frequent as might be expected. It is very common 
to ſee the ſon ſucceed the father, and end his days within 
the walls of the ſame dwelling in which he was born. 


Farms, Sc. The ordinary extent of farms, is from 15 to 20 
acres infield, from 2 to 6 outfield; from x to 2 meadow; off 
which they cut a ſhort kind of natural hay, with ſome acres 
of paſture: ground, and the libetty of common. The yeatly 
rent of ſuch poſſeſſions. is from 21. to 31. Serling, and from 6 
to 9 bolls oatmeal, at 9 ot 94 ſtones per boll. They likewiſe 
pay ſome feet of cuſtom peats, as they are called; the number 
almoſt univerſally in. proportion to the diſtance they are at 
from the moſs ; from 8 to 12, or 13 fowls, with the cutting 
down of an acre, or an acre and a half of corn. Such ſmall 
poſſeſſions, and there are very many below this extent, cannot 
afford much for the ſubſiſtence of the labourer and his family; 
and may be aſſigned as a-reaſon why the inhabitants in general 
are ſo very poor. & ſpirit for larger farms, however, now 
begins to break out amongſt them. Several are venturing to 
yin two into one. Unlimited ſervices, ſome time ago exacted 
almoſt, by every .proprietor, are nearly aboliſhed in this place. 
The abolition of this practice, baneful in the higheſt degree, 
doth to the intereſts aud morals of the people, has made a very 
perdeptible change, not only on their ſpirit, hut on their induſ- 
y. Still, however, they require to be .encouraged, if not 
nurſed by their landlords... Improvement, even in huſbandry, 
not to be expected, but by the labour of the actual farmer. 


Vor. XI, L1 Proprietors 
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Proprietors may trim up and adorns ſew acres, around their il ; 
6wh manſions, but it is only the judicious, diligent, perſevering 


m 

Uorts of the huſbandman, which extends improvement, ud WM ,, 
renders it beneficially laſting to the public at large, 

Merbod of Plowing. —Their yoke conſiſts. of 4 beaſts; I + 


Horfes, 'oxth, or tows, ts they happen to have, or can affor! 
them, all going abreaſt, and drawing by ebeets. One treads 
conſtantly upon the tilled land, another goes in the furrow, al 
two upon the ſtubble, or white land. The perſon driving 
walks backwards, holding the cattle tied with halter, 
and taking care that each beaſt has its equal ſhare of th: 
dranght. This, though moſt aukward to appearance, is: Wl pr 
method of yoking, by which the creatures evidently ſtem u gt 
have moſt power, Were they yoked in any other way, it dos 
not appbar that they would be able to draw a plough, with 
any thing like  furfow, after them, One, not accuſtomed to 
their manner, upon locking at their pitiful fize, and leah con- 
dition, woull not think they were uble, many of them, fo fir il | 
to Bacben a rig (raiſe a furrow), us to cover the ſced : YM ** 
fome of them will turn over the mould to the depth of 'abont 
4 inches; and it is ſurpriſing what good erops their S n. 
labour produces, both 'bf bear und cats. When the ſeaſon ß 1:6 
dry, a part of the ground is ploted, after the corns are ga 
'thered in, generally for the following beur crop. During ie * 
\wititer feaſoh, and the firſt month of ſpring,” nothing withon 
dots is done. The Whole of their time is employed i 
threſhing down and manufucturing the crop. As ſoon us de ve 
weather ſets in dry, and the land becomes fit for plowing ben 
Which generally is not before the beginning or middle aH on 
March, they are on the fields, labouring from morning b , 
night. When once they begin, greater activity, or mote pe n, 
ſeverance, is not to be ſeen amongſt any body of people. 3 = 


LY 


2 


wir name ſpirit is obſervable during the harveſt ſeaſon. In ſum- 
ing mer and winter, it muſt be allowed, the like proſe 7 is not 4 
and to them“. 


Seaſons. Vegetation here makes but flow progreſs during 
is; Wl the firſt part of the ſeaſon. Until towards the ſummer ſol- 
ford Wi fice, both corn and graſs make but a poor appearance. In- 
eas WY deed, as to the latter, few think of keeping off their cattle 
al dbefore they finiſh their labouring ; and many ſtill permit them 
ving to traverſe, and feed even upon the ſown land, till the bear 
ters, i feed is begun. But, when once cattle of every kind are care- 
the fully kept off, and the night begins to lengthen, it is ſur- 
1 WW prifing what vigour vegetation aſſumes, and what quick pro- 
m to i oreſs it makes +. | 


L1z | Fuel. 


About 20 years ago, few, if any, thought of plowing before the middle 
of March, even when the ſeaſon was favourable, And, when they did begin, it 
vas, for the moſt part, with giving the firſt furrow to their bear land. They ne- 
vet thought of laying down their oats before the middle of April; and every 
one was defirous that the ſeed ſhould follow the plough as faſt as poſſible, But, 
ever ſince the year 1783, they turn out at any time when the ground is fit for 
plowing, and are anxious to have the feed ſown as ſoon as poſſible; from a con- 
vdion, that an early laying down is both ſaſeſt and moſt ſubſtantial. 


tOur harveſts are, not fo late as might be expected, conſidering how far 
north we lie. For ſeveral years paſt, they have got been either ſo early, or ſo 
good, as they -+ wont to be. But this has ngt been peculiar to us. Leſs 
damage is ſuſtained here, by a rainy ſeaſon, than in moſt countries. High 
winds fometimes break down a good deal of corn, about the time they are 
nearly full; but any thing conſiderable of this kind ſeidom happens, our grain 
being of. 3 hardy quality. To prevent loſs by rain, great care is taken to ſe- 
Cure the corns, when cut, as ſoon as poſſible. Little attention is paid, by the 
general run of farmers, to win the grain in the ſtook. They are careful to cut 
when dry; and, if poſſible, before it gets ſocked with rain, they put it together 
ia very ſmall Hacks, allowing it to Lie in chat ſtate for ſeyeral weeks. When 
Seadened by lying in this manner, they lay it open a ſecond time, by building it 
new in ſtacks, conſiderably larger than che former, and fit to ſtand the winter 
ſeaſon, 
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Fuel, —Fhe labouring being ended, the next work which, 


comes on, is to make proviſion for winter firing. We hays 
fuel in great abundance, and of an excellent quality. Cutting, 
winning, and carrying home their peats, however, conſume 
a great deal of time, notwithſtanding they be at no great dil. 
tance from them, moſt places having ready accels to the ad. 
jacent moors and commons. Their labour, in this reſpeg, 
however, will become leſs, as they now begin to uſe carts 
even for that purpoſe. As yet they are, in general, of a very 
trifling kind, though, at the ſame time, tolerably well adapted 
to the ſize of their cattle; and the principal uſe made of them, 
is to carry out their dung in the bear- ſeed ſeaſon. Amongi 
the gentlemen and more ſubſtantial farmers, carts of a very 
good fize are uſed ; ſome drawn by horſes, others by 2 oxen, 
and applied to all the purpoles of farming and e 


Houſes, Cattle, Cc. After the peats are brought home, theit 
next labour, is the repairing and trimming of their houſes: And 
chis they are under the neceſſity of doing annually. We have 
no wood growing; ; and what i is imported ſells at a very high 
rate. This circumſtance obliges the people to ule as little of 
that article, in the conſtruction of their houſes, as poſſible. 
Though their poſſeſſions be ſmall, they keep a number d 
cattle, poorly fed, at all ſeaſons, A farmer here, who rents 
only to the extent of 31. and 9 bolls, makes a ſhift to keep 
alive from 4 to 6 little horſes, from 16 to 20 head of black 
cattle, and from 20 to 30 head of ſheep. This. ſtock (for, 
during all ſeaſons, they are houſed in the. night time, except 
their horſes, which, Groughout the ay lie « on the com- 

N. mon 


ſeaſon. By theſe means, they have an opportunity of diſcovering any ſheaves 
that may chance to be ſpoiled by rain or heat, and of _—_— them from 
what i is entirely ſound. 
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cons, and, in harveſt, ſtand upon tether, during the night 
well as day), requires confiderable extent of houſing. 
ough heritors furniſh wood for the firſt erection, or give 
Mlowance to the tenant upon his removal, ſtill he is expoſed 
p conſiderable expence. Seeing they hold their poſſeſſions 


ad- ithout any leaſe, and being themſelves but in ſtraitened cir- 
ect, MWeanſtances, it is neither ſafe nor convenient for them, either 
v lay out money, or ſpend a great deal of labour, for their 


mmodation in the article of houſing. On theſe accounts, 
they themſelyes, as well as their cattle, are but poorly accom- 
nodated in that reſpect. The walls of their dwelling houſes 
onfiſt of 2 or 3 feet of ſtone, coarſely huddled together with 
zor 4 feet of feal laid above them: Their roofs very thinly 
wooded, aud covered with the lighteſt drvots (or turfs) they 
an procure, tied down with ropes made of heather, to prevent 
blowing off by the wind. Barns, byres, and ſtables, it may be 
believed, are not more elegant and ſubſtantial. Compoſed of 
ſuch coarſe materials, and put together with ſo little art, they 
annot be very laſting, eſpecially when e to the . 
of AR climate, 


e of | | | | 
ible. BY Difilleries, Of late years, the greater part of their bear is 
r of Wiiſtilled by themſelves; and, it 1s to be feared, too much of 


tis drank, without bringing what it otherwiſe might into 
their pockets, From the number of ſmall Rtills in the coun- 
ry, they have an opportunity, as often as they chooſe, of 
drawing 3 bolls of malt, upon paying the owner of the ſtill a 
certain conſideration. This produce they diſpoſe of as they 
beſt can; and, while they are employed in the manufacturing 
ad diſpoſing of it, they have likewiſe an opportunity of 
tafting ; and thus loſing their time, and ſpending part, at 
leaſt, of their profits. Neither their conſtitutions, nor morals, 
ire gainers by this 1 new branch of buſineſs, whatever advan- 


d tage 
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tage it may bring to the revenue; and it will bear a queſia. 
whether their profits are, — the whole, much increase 
by it. 


Commerce. What quantity of grain, of the growth d 
this pariſh, may be ſold, is impoſſible to ſay with certainty, 
There muft, however, be ſomething confiderable, beſides i 
victual rent, which is at leaſt the half of what is paid, an 
which ſeldom, if ever, fails to be exporied. The Wel 
Highlands is the common market. Indeed, it requires u 
ſmall quantity of grain to maintain the inhabitants f. Beſide 
what victual they may diſpgſe of, after paying their rent 
and maintaining their families, which is more or leſs in pr 
portion to the extent of their farms, and the number of eater, 
they ſell annually x, 2, or 3 young cattle, as they can ſpan 
Theſe being poorly fed, at all ſeaſons, bring but little moner 
And when no demand comes from the South, they are at 
lofs to diſpoſe of them, owing chiefly to the narrowneſs« 
the country. The general run of ſtots and queys, res 
Here, from 3 to 4 years old, ſeldom fetch above 308. or 4%, 
according to their ſize and ſhape. Milk cows and labouring 
oxen, particularly the latter, give a tolerable price, and, d 
late years, have riſen greatly in their value. Horſes, coul- 
dering their ſmall fize, fell exceedingly high. This circun- 
ſtance is juſt beginning to induce gentlemen, and ſome of the 
more ſubſtantial farmers, to uſe a larger ſize than the original 
breed of the country. Inſtead of 4 garrons, as they are her 
called, drawing a plough, 2 tolerable fized horſes are uſed y 
ſeveral. From the great number neceſſary to carry on work 
of every fort, agreeable to the practice of the country, tht) 
' : ; v1 , e 0 


+ Oat and bear meal, with what milk they can afford, are the chief anick 
of their ſubſiſtence. Very little butcher meat is uſed amongſt them. The 0 
Iy vegetables are 2 few cabbages and potatoes, 
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& not rear fo many as are needed, Indeed, from ſome miſ- 
nken not ions, they ſeldom keep what they rear, till they are 
kt for the purpoſes of labour. When about a year old, they 
we fold, and carried into the Orkneys ; from whence they are 
brought back, in their prime, and fold again at a very high 
nate, Strathnaver, too, furniſhes a good many horſes and 
mares for the W of r 


Nep. The few keep they may have to diſpoſe of, are 
confumed, eithet in the towns. of Wiek and Thurſo, or in the 
families around. Indeed, that uſeful animal does net proſper 
here ſo well as could be wiſhed. The moots, moſſes, and 
commons are, it is thought, too wet for them. But, beſides 
this natural diſadvantage, they are not ſo well taken care of, 
25 they ought and deſerve to be. The paſture is not only 
poor, but greatly overſtocked: and they are, all the year 
wund, conſined, during the night time, in very low cloſe huts. 
The winter feafon, too, is ohangeable, boiſterous, and rainy. 
Thus expofed, upon bare open fields, without any thing na- 
tural or artificial to ſhelter them, numbers often die, during 
tle courſe of winter and fpring, of what are here called the 
tt, poc k, and ſcab. | 


Mawfaftres.—Fhe only thing, befides corn and cattle, 
which brings any money amongſt us, is a little ſpinning, for 
we manufacturers in ſome of the more [ſouthern counties. 
This, by the by, is but a mere trifle. Our women, perhaps, 
me more employed in the field, fot at leaſt 8 months in the 
Near, than in moſt other places of the kingdom. This affords 
the generality of them but little time for making any thing 
tonfiderable by that branch of buſineſs. Almoſt every family, 
wo, ſows what linſeed they think will anſwer the purpoſes 
* their own wearing. The 8852 thereof, and the ſmall 
parcel 
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patcel' of wool which their few ſheep yields, exhauſts gh. 
greater part of the time they can fpare, from the labour d 
their little farms: No ſmall lofs is ſuſtained by the country 
at large, that more _—_ aa en g N is not mat, 
dee them. 


Minerats, TR —=This corner is capable of very great! improve. 
ment. Beſides the natural quality of the ſoil already unde 
tillage, there are vaſt tracts of ground fit to yield crops of every 
Kind, at little or no expence. It requires only to be plowei 
up and reduced. In different places, corifiderable quantities 
of marle have been found; and in ſome; lime-ſtone, of a very us 
excellent quality, though difficult to work. In general, the * 
country abounds with it. nota _ 


Prejudicial Cuſtoms. _F rom our remote fituation, and litt Pen 
Intercourſe with other countries, we have hitherto been neglet. Wil 
ed, if not deſpiſed, Of late, ſtrangers have begun to creep u t 
amongſt us; and a little time will convince, both ſtrangers 
and natives, that our remote ſituation is by no means ſo m. 
Friendly, either to happineſs or intereſt; as has too -generally Wl **> 
been believed. No douht there are local practices, and local 
prejudices amongſt us, which require to be laid afide, before 
great improvement can take place, or ſtrangers reſide with 
real comfort to themſelves. From time immemorial, it ha 
been the practice here, for cattle of all kinds to travel and feed tal 
promiſcuouſly, without diſtinction of property, ſrom the da 
the laſt ſheaf was put into the farm- yard, till the concluſion by 
of the bear ſeed, in the end of May, or beginning of June. 
The prejudice this practice is of, to land in general, butt Jet 
arable land in particular, is now ſeen by many, and begins to be 
aboliſhed. Few men will obſtinately perſiſt in prejudices c 
ns; when they are judicioully expoſed, and ſhewn to be 
| contrary * 
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contrary to their intereſt. Still, however, the generality are 
zqainſt winter herding, And it is matter of great regret to 
every friend of improvement in agriculture, that the laws re- 
ſpecting that practice are not univerſally enforced and obſerv- 
ed, The active enterpriſing farmer can never avail himſelf, 
of all the advantages to be derived from his poſſeſſion, unleſs 
he be at liberty to uſe and lay it out as he pleaſes. He can 
never benefit himſelf, either by fallow or green crops, ſo long 
25 cattle of every kind, his neighbours as well as his own, 


ne at freedom, for 8 months, nearly, out of 12, to traverſe 


his fields, day aud night, wet and dry. Such a cuſtom may, 
and, no doubt does, profit the fuggard. His cattle are half 
maintained almoſt at the expence of his neighbours. But 
men of this deſcription ought not to be ſupported, at the ex- 
pence of the willing, induſtrious farmer. His ſpirited endea- 
yours to provide for himſelf, and ferve the public, ought 
not to be rendered abortive, merely to gratify the indolence 
of the oven; who, rather than exert himſelf in conſtant acts 
of induſtry, is contented to live in a hovel, to be clothed in 
rags, and to feed upon bread and water. 


Roads, c. — Another circumſtance, which greatly retards 
the improvement of this place, is the want of good roads. 
dome attention, indeed, has been paid to this firſt and moſt eſſen- 
tial ſtep towards improvement. Our roads, in general, have 
been lined out, and ſomething done upon them, reluctantly, 
by the ſtatute labour of the people. By theſe means, we have 
3 more plain and direct tract, during the dry ſeaſon of the 
Jear, to the ports of Wick and Thurſo, for travellers, as well 
3 riders and carts ; But from this neglect, and the inſufficient 
manner in which they are executed, they become fo ſoft after 
ain, and are ſo blown by the froſt, that in many places, dur- 
"g winter and ſpring, the beſt horſes are not fit to drag a cart 

_ $ « M m with 
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with ſafety. This circumſtance renders the carriage of grain, 
wood, and indeed every other article, to and from port ex. 
tremely difficult and tedious. From the narrowneſs of thei 
farms, they can keep only horſes of a very ſmall fize ; which, 
with the badneſs of their roads, obliges them to make ſevenl 
journies, where one might otherwiſe ſerve. Every thing, by 
theſe means, muſt be carried on horſe-back, and that, too, in 
very ſmall quantities. 


Character .- Fond of dreſs, rather to exceſs, too much 
of their earnings, particularly of the younger part of both 
ſexes, goes to gratify their fancy in that reſpect; and it is not 
always with the beſt or moſt ſubſtantial articles of any kind, 
that they are ſupplied. Being naturally of a ſprightly tum, 
what appears the moſt ſhowy gains their choice; and, while 
it pleaſes for a little, its ſervice is ſoon at an end, This lively 
turn, is, perhaps, one reaſon why our young men, in general, 
ſhow ſuch a reliſh for a military life. No ſooner does a recruit. 
ing party make their appearance, than numbers, even before 

they are fit to carry arms, are willing to inliſt, Wages, it 
muſt be allowed, do not bear a proportion with what is given 
in more ſouthern counties ; but theſe, like every other thing, 

are daily increafing*, Sripplings now get more than 30s. pet 
half 


* About 15 or 20 years ago, a man ſervant, qualified for all the pri. 
poſes of farming, did not look for more than 18s. or 20s per half year, vil 
3 bolls ſubſiſtence, balf oat, half bear meal; the former at 81 ſtones per bol, 
the latter at 9 tone, Women, qualified for tending cattle throughout the vn. 
ter, driving the plough, and filling the dung cart in ſpring, had only about 
93. Sterling, with juſt half the fubſiſtence allowed the man, Why ſo little 
fubfiſtence was and ftill is allowed to women, no good reaſon can be aſſigned. 
Eſtabliſhed cuſtoms cannot always be accounted for, nor are they eaſilj or ſud- 


denly overturned. This article of wages, however, has of late riſen, aud fi 
continues to increaſe, 
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half yeat, and the better qualified nearer to 408., with the old 
allowance fot ſubſiſtence; and the women from 128. to 1 58. 
Nevertheleſs, numbers of both ſexes annually leave the place, 
in hopes of higher wages, and in the belief that better living 
js to be had elſewhere, than what they are accuſtomed to at 
dome. 


Mm 2 NUMBER 
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NUMBER XX. 


PARISH OF KILCHOMAN, 


(County and Synod of Argyll —Preſbytery of Kintyr.,) 


By the Rev, Mr. Jonn M*Litesn, Miniſter. 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 


RADITION fays, that CHomanus was ſent from tir 

monaſtery of Tcolum#i1, by St. CoLumBvus, to plantthe 
goſpel in Iſlay, and being buried in this place, gave name to 
the pariſh of Kerir-cuomMan. It is fituated in the iſland « 
of Iflay, is 20 miles long, and 6 broad, and is of a peninlt 
tar form; as Lochgrunart and Lochindale, two arms of tht 
ſea, cut deep into the country. 


Coaft, Harbours, and Surface. The ſhore, to the W., i 
rough and bold, affording no anchoring ground; but Lochin- 
dale, to the E., is a fair ſpacious harbour, with a fine qua 
at the village of Bowmore; and very much frequented, as tht 


ſea, to the W. of Iflay, in ſtormy weather, is very r9ugh 
rifiog 


wit 
pot 
for 
and 
yes 
cor 
the 
pre 
pot 


lig 


im; 


re.) 


/ Kilchoman. 277 


ring literally mountain high. A ridge of moor lands, fa- 
nous for grazing, runs through the pariſh. . 


Soil, Produce, . Exports, \S:.—The ground all around the 
coaſt is arable, producing corn and barley, flax and potatoes. 
The ſoil is of different qualities ; moſs, clay, loam, and ſand ; 
but no other crops are raiſed, owing to the open ſtate of the 
country, Shell, ſand, and ſea-weed are made uſe of for ma. 
dure, as there is no lime · ſtone in the pariſh. Theſe are found 
to give good crops, and to mend the graſs: When mixed 
with moſs, they prove an excellent compoſt. Large fields of 
potatoes are annually raiſed by it, which is very fortunate 
for the poorer ſort of people, who can get no other manure, 
and who live upon potatoes and fiſh for three fourth» of the 
year, The rearing barley and flax is much practiſed by the 
common tenantry, who by theſe make up the greater part of 
their rent, yarn being one of our principal exports. The 
produce of the country, in good ſeaſons, is ſufficient to ſup- 
port its inhabitants; but, in bad ſeaſons, they have been ob- 
liged to import a good deal of meal. 


Cultivation, Uc.—Of late, the farmers have got into the 
way of ſowing early oats, which gives them an earlier har- 
reſt ; for our crops have been often much hurt by the winds 
and rains, that ſet in from the W. early in autumn. Seed- 
time commences about the 22d of March ; and by the middle 
of October all the crop is generally got in. The broad 
Sotch plough, with 4 horſes, is moſt generally in uſe. There 
are ſeveral tackſmen in the pariſh, who employ cottagers to 
work their farms, and tend their dairy. This muſt be the 
caſe with gentlemen who have large farms, as it would be 
mpoſſible to take ſervants into their houſes to carry on all 
their buſineſs ; and as there may be ſome of them, whoſe 
circumſtances 
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circumſtances enable them to be os YA fach drudgen 
upon themſelves. 


Climate and Die. Our climate is the fame with thy 
of other maritime places: If we have out weſterly winds au 
rains, we are free of the froſts and ſnows of the eaſt, ſnoy 
never continuing above 4 day ot two with us. An inſtance 
of the wholeſomeneſs of that climate, may be ſeen in the 
healthfulneſs of our people; who ate ſeldom or never viſitel 
with any epidemical diſtemper, and generally live to a good 
age. The ſmall pox, which uſed to make a vaſt devaſtation, 
is now eaſily got over by inoculation ; one ſurgeon having, 
laſt ſeaſon, performed that operation upon more than 800 
children, very few of whom died. Some people advanced i 
years were alſo inoculated, with good effects. The port 
were inoculated gratis, and the operator enjoys their bleflng, 


Wild Animals. —Any one, that has a right to keep 2 gu 
and dog, may find plenty of game here; ſuch as partridges 
woodcocks, blackcocks, moorfowl, plovers, wild geeſe ant 


ducks, and wild pigeons; alſo otters, rabbits, and hares, ſe: 
and land barnicles. 


Black Cattle. — The rearing of cattle is a principal ob- 
ect with the gentlemen of Iflay, who have the merit d 
having brought the Iflay cattle to vie with the beft of theit 
neighbours at market, and to be much run upon. The farm 
ing buſineſs may be purſued to advantage in Iſlay; but black 
cattle have been its greateſt riches of late years. There 1 
about 800 of theſe annually fold out of this pariſh, at Ut 
avarage price of 31. 155.; they are carried by drovers to Du” 
barton and Falkirk, and even to England, occafionally- 


Horſe 
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ey Horſes. —We are ſaid to keep too many horſes, which is a 
gzinſt the ſyſtem of black cattle: Yet theſe horſes bring a good 
jeal of money into the country, the Iriſh being very fond of 
them, as they are neat lively creatures, and fit for the ſaddle. 
Jar manner of huſbandry requires alſo a good many horſes, 4 
xing yoked in each plough ; and peats, corn, and fulzie car- 
ried home on horſeback. As the country is champaign, and 
the roads good, an Iflayman will ſcarce ſtir from home with. 
ut his pad. | 


Sheep, It is much to be wiſhed, we had got more into the 
ring of ſheep than we have, as the country would anſwer 
em well; and the higher lands would be excellent ſheep 
, being green to the top, and there being no foxes or other 
yermin to deſtroy them. The tenantry content themſelves, 
bowever, with rearing no more than ſerves their own families: 
Hence mutton and wool ſell high. 


Population —_By a late enumeration, the number of inha- 
itants in this pariſh amounts to - Vu R 
The population in 1755 is uncertain. Dr. Webſter ſays, 
hat the iſland of Iſlay contained then only the two pariſhes 
f Killarow and Kildalton ; under which, it is probable, that 
Llmenie and Kilchoman were included. We are enabled, 
ever, to ſtate the exact increaſe of population in the 
ole iſland 3 as the total number of people in Iſlay, at 
reſent, amounts to above = ONT. ” 9 
rom which deducting the return, in 

1755, from Killarow, 1761 

nd that from Kildalton, E22 as 3533) _— 


The total increaſe in the iſland is - 4x56 
r ſera The 
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The following is an abſtract of births and marriages“ fn 


8 years paſt : 9 
Years, Birth Marria 
1784 53 % 6 _ 
x785 54 36 anc 
1786 30 W 
1787 54 bye” ; 
1788 56 mY try 
178g +58 12 1 
1790 57 Is 7 
1791 64 16 int 
2 2 the! 
Total, 9 - 445 141 be 
Average, = » 554 174 | 
3s A 
Employments, &c. The inhabitants are all employed is th wit 
farming and graſing line, there being no manufactory eſtabliſh. ite 
ed in the country; but they are well ſupplied with trade. ve 
men, in the common and moſt neceffary arts, who make In! 
good livelihood of it. Travelling merchants gather our yam, ud 
and bring home our flax-ſced, grocery goods, and rather tua 
many finerzes. But our people like to appear to advantage, for | 
There are about 80 hogſheads of flax-ſeed annually impoaſſf ud 
into the pariſh ; "the cultivation of which, and manuſactuti id 
the produce, conſtitute the principal buſineſs in the ifland. Tis 
L 


people are much more given ta the making of linen, tha 
woollen cloth, this being a flaxen country, Many of the get leer 
teeler families keep weavers employed for themſelves, all be 
year through. The Highland dreſs has not made ſuch rapi 
progreſs among us, as with our neighbours to the N. Vt 
are more clad in the long coat, hat, and breeches, than the il 
habitants of any of the Hebrides. Beſides the ſcarcity 
wool, there is another, and indeed a very great diſadvantat 


No regular regiſter of burials has been kept, on account of the great P 
ber of burial places in the pariſh. On occaſions of baptiſms, marriages, ® 
burials, the expence incurred borders on extravagance, through 2 ly cos 
Pliance with the old faſhion. 
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it Illay lies under, by a ſcarcity of wood; timber being 
brought from the northern lakes, at a very high price, and 
3ifficult to obtain even for it, owing to the great demand for 


charcoal. Hence implements for huſbandry, houſe-building, 
and carpentery buſineſs, come to be very expenſive. 


Fiſheries, Fuel, &c.—But if the ſea has bared our coun- 
try of wood, it has filled its coaſts with filh. Lochindale 
ifords all kinds of ſea fiſh, and Portnahaven, a fiſhing village, 
i the Rinns of Iſlay, 1s famous for its cod fiſhing : And for 
their encouragement, Mr, Campbell of Shawfield has given 
dem ſome boats, lands, and timber for houſes. Another very 
great advantage, we have, is, that no country is better ſu pplied 
with fire and water. Almoſt every farm has peatmoſs within 
itlelf, of an excellent kind, affording charcoal for the ſmith, as 
we have no coals. Theſe peats, with the fiſh oil they burn 
in lamps, make the habitation of the meaneſt cottager warm 
ad cheery, As to our waters, there are alembics enough to 
make them light and wholeſome. They are remarkably good 
for bleaching, which the clearneſs of our linens can ſhow ; 
ud it is probable the bleaching buſineſs might be proſecuted 
vith great advantage in Iſlay, 


Lake and Iſland. —There are no waters in the pariſh that 
lelerve the name of rivers. There is one lake, which covers 
about 100 acres of land, and is well ſupplied with fine trouts. 
There are ſeveral large oak trees at the bottom of it, which 
bews the country was once under wood. In this lake, there 
b a ſmall iſland; fortified very ſtrong. Its baſtions are all 
entire, To this fort, it is ſaid, M*DownALD of IsLAr betook 
lunſel? 3 in his di fficulties“. Now the owls of the deſert neſtle 
it, 

Vor. XI. Nu Road 


*The battle fought between the M Ponalds and the MLeans, in 1588, is 
a car the 
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Roads and Bridges. None of the Weſtern Illes can boa 
of ſuch good roads and bridges as Iſlay. The inhabitants z mi 
every year called out to work upon them; and any gentleny Wl Ki 
may drive for 30 miles through the iſte in his carriage, Jo in 
complete the line, our communication with the main ſhore Hi 
is kept up by a packet, which goes and returns regulzly if gle 
every week, with the mail, paſſengers, and goods on board ha: 
Tais packet has gol. of ſalary from the country, and ol, pre 
from government. The expence of government is more than 
defrayed by the poſt-office here, as ſeafaring people, along 
with thoſe in the country, ſend a great many letters through 
that channel. 


Proprietor and Rent. _Mr. CAMPBELL of Shawfield | 
proprietor of the whole iſland, and poſſeſſes one of the beſt at 
moſt compact eſtates, enjoyed by any commoner in Britai 
On the forfeiture of the M Donalds, Iſlay, Jura, and the lands 
of Muckairn, were made over to Campbell of Calder, wh 
was then a favourite at court, on condition of his payug 
Fool. yearly of a feu-duty out of Iſlay, which is the reals 
of the duty being ſo high; and Calder ſold all theſe land 
again to Shawfield, for 12, oool.; which, if the rage for ret 
ing land continues, will, by and by, be the income from it. 


Churc) 


cle 
the moſt remarkable event of this diſtrict. M.Lean, being married to MDs 2 
ald's daughter, was to have part of Iſlay as her portion; but the treaty not! 
ing implemented, he came from Mull with 1400 of his clan, to force M Don 
to a compliance. M Donald, with 1000 of his tribe, gave him battle, and a8 
troyed the flower of his army. M*Lean himſclf was killed with an arrow, | 
lies interred in the kirk of Kilchoman, A ſavage courtſhip indeed but ſud for 
were the times! It is not certain how long the M. Donalds maintained tht ve 


dominion in lay, and other places, after that æra; but ſure it is, that, b. the 
reſileſs diſpoſition, they at laſt ſorſeited them. 
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ob Church, The church“ now made uſe of, ſtands in the 
; ar MY riddle of the pariſh. The miniſter goes occaſionally to the 
ma WY irts of it, and preaches for more than one half of the year, 

Io both languages; a duty which none but the clergy in the 
don Highlands have to go through. He has gol. of ſtipend, a 
lay elebe, and manſe- money, with 5l. for communion elements ; 
has been ſettled 10 years in the pariſh, and is married to his 
predeceſſor's widow, by which her children drew 2001. out of 
the widow's fund. The King is patron of all Iſlay, and draws 
zool. yearly feu-duty out of it. All the inhabitants belong 
to the Eſtabliſhed Church. There are 4 pariſhes, but only 3 
miniſters in the ifland, notwithſtanding the great number of 
the inhabitants. 


oard, 

zal. 
than 
along 
rough 


eld 1 
oft and S. bool. The parochial ſchool is taught in the church, 
ritan There are at preſent about 40 ſcholars attending it. The 
e u maſter has 100 merks of yearly falary, with dues from 


„ wo chriſtenings and marriages. There are ſeveral other ſchools in 
payun diferent parts of the pariſh ; the maſters of which are main- 
real tained and paid by the contributions of individuals. An in- 


e land: 
r rem 
Mm it, 


duſtrious good ſchoolmaſter is a moſt valuable member of ſo- 
ciety, and much needed in this pariſh, to aſſiſt in guarding the 
youth from the errors of Popery, as we are juſt in the very 
neighbourhood of Ireland. A fourth miniſter is alſo much 
to be wiſhed for in the iſland ; as, upon ſome occaſions, 3 


cergrmen have to diſpenſe the ſacrament to no fewer than 
1290 communicants. 


Churc) 


N n 2 Improvements. 


This pariſh is obliged to the devotion, or rather to the ſuperſtition, of its 
ſamer innabitants, for the many veſliges of chapels, or places of worſhip, that 
We to be ſeen in it; theſe being no leſs than 6 in number, whoſe walls, croſſes, 
ud fonts are pretty entire. But how could it be otherwiſe, with a place that 


s within a few leagues of the monaſtery of the famous Iona, which diſperſed 
iu miſſionaries all over Britain? 
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Improvements. One other circumſtance that deſerves to be 
noticed, in the hiſtory of Iſlay, is the attention that has of late 
been effected in the police of it. Changes and improvements, 
in all countries, take their riſe from the ſpirited exertion of 
particular individuals, who ſeem born for the purpoſe of rouf. re g 
ing the multitude from a ſtate of ignorance and torpor, Me u 
Within theſe dozen of years, the preſent proprietor has more he al 
than doubled his rents; yet the tenantry, as well as himſelf, he 
are better off than ever. They have given him, as it were, 
an addition to his eſtate, by reſcuing many acres, of moor and 
moſs, from a ſtate of nature, and bringing them to yield Nn. 
good crops of corn and graſs. On the other hand, the pro- ug! 
prietor has given the tenants ſuch advantageous leaſes, that 
they have greatly bettered their circumſtances, as well as in. Nun 
creaſed their numbers, and are enabled to live much more 
comfortably than formerly. And indeed they are fo ſenſible 
of the advantages they enjoy, and are in general fo contented 
with their ſituation, that very few have emigrated from the iſt c 
1fland ; And the farms of thoſe who have, have never con- 
tinned long unpoſſeſſed. When tenants are emancipated from Hun 
the avarice of monopoliſers, they ſeem to breathe a purer air, 
and improvements go on rapidly ; for nothing has tended more 
to excite the ſpirit of emigration, than the Demon of Monopoly, 
which leads the avaricious to add land to land, and farm to 
farm. The writer of this article, cannot approve of the maxim, 
© That the more rents you lay on, the tenants will work tht 
better.” This, like the Egyptian bondage, is exacting bricks 
without ſtraw, and tends to check, rather than incite, the ſpirit 
of induſtry. But if the moderation and lenity, that have 
hitherto been abſerved in Iſlay, continue to be adhered to, we 
may venture to promiſe, that the people will rather ſlay at 
home, to improve the lands of their native iſland, than 0 
abroad to cultivate the wilds of America. Amen! 


Characiiſ 
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Charafter and Manners.—No object ion can be made againſt 
heit natural parts and abilities, which are ſubtle and ingenious, 
ey are fond of their own country, and are not much addict- 
to enliſting in the army or navy. They marry young, and 
re greatly connected by intermarriages, which muſt always 
te the caſe with inſular fituations ; and yet they are very kind 
o all trangers, who come to reſide among them, or viſit them. 
hey are in general as contented with their ſituation as moſt 
xople, as they have the comforts and conveniences of life in a 
onable degree. The Gaelic 1s the general language of the 
mmon people; yet Engliſh is pretty well underſtood, and 
wught in all our ſchools. The dance and the ſong, with 
binty and putting the ſtone, are their chief amuſements, 
Numbers of them play well on the violin and bagpipe. They 
ave a natural eaſe and gracefulneſs of motion in the dance, 
ich is peculiar to themſelves. The gentlemen, once a year, 
reat the ladies with a ball, where cheerfulneſs and propriety 
conduct, always preſide; and more elegance of manners 
to be ſeen, than could well be expected in fo remote a 
Ituvation, 


NUM- 
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NUMBER XXI. 


PARISH OF KILDALTON. 


(County and Synod of Argyll —Preſbytery of Kintyre,) 


By the Rev. Mr. ARCHIBALD ROBERTSON, Miniſter. 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 


IME name of this pariſh is probably derived from ſone 
eminent perſon who had been the firſt that was buriel 
here. It is ſituated on the S. E. end of the iſland of Illy 
and extends along the ſea ſhore, from the Mozlle of Keann-out), 
to M*Carture's Head, near the entry of the Sound of IIa 


from the E. It is above 15 miles in length, and about 6 
breadth. 


Soil, Cultivation, Roads, &c.—There is great variety in tht 
ſoil over all the pariſh; for, in the ſame farm, you will finds 
very poor, light, ſandy ſoil, and ſome very good ground 
that would produce a rich crop, if it had tillage and manure, 
There is ſome clay ground, and a great quantity of mob 
But the great loſs, in this country, is, that the ſmall tenant 
are almoſt every year plowing down all their arable ground; 
and they ſeldom manure any ground, except for potatoes and 

2 barley; 
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harley ; ſo that they cannot have a good crop of oats. The 
gentlemen farmers, again, employ almoſt their whole time in 
rearing good black cattle, and lay ont their fine arable ground 
in feeding them; in conſequence of which, the cultivation of 
grain is very little attended to. All the farmers here plow 
with 4 horſes, excepting a very few, who, having light ploughs, 
employ only 2. The reſt make uſe of heavy clumſy ploughs, 
of their own manufacture. They carry out their manure in 
{mall creels on horſeback, and they bring home their peats in 
the ſame manner; whereby much time is ſpent in doing very 
little work. This is partly owing to the want of good public 
roads ; for the inhabitants only work at them 2 days in the 
year, and the ſtatute labour is never commuted, They do 
little or nothing for the reparation of private roads, It is 
much to be wiſhed, that the tenants knew the value of good 
roads, and that they would employ carts tu manure the 
ground, as they do in the next pariſh, where they have a 
good public road, which is upheld at a ſmall expence to the 
tenants, The people of Killarow are encouraged to improve 
2 little in agriculture, by the example of Mr. Campbell of 
Shawfield, who is one of the beſt farmers in the weſt of Scot. 
land: And perhaps his Iſlay eſtate is capable of as much im- 
provement as any in the kingdom. 


Incloſurer.— There is only a very ſmall part of this pariſh 
mcloſed ; and the large parks, that the principal tenants have 
made, are employed for feeding their young black cattle in 
Winter, Theſe parks are very ſeldom, if ever, plowed ; and 
n harveſt no beaſt is fed in them, as they are kept for winter 
grals, The pariſh might eaſily be incloſed, for we abound in 
Kones ; and the want of incloſures is ſeverely felt in this pa- 
ib, where we are ſo much expoſed to every wind that blows, 

and 


288 Statiflical Account 


and where we loſe ſo much grain in antumn by ſhaking wind 
But we want money and the ſpirit for agriculture ; for if we 
had a real deſire of improving our lands, we might live com. 
fortably, and be of great ule to ſociety. 


Produce. The tenants ſow yearly about 28 hogſheads df 
flax-ſeed ; but the quantity of oats, barley and potatoes, that 
are ſown here, cannot be known, becauſe the farmers ſeldom 
meaſure any thing that they ſow. The number of plough; 
employed here, is more or leſs, according to the ſeaſon, When 
we have a great quantity of rain in ſpring, which is often the 
| caſe, we are obliged to employ more ploughs, in order to Wi wn 
finiſh the work of the field early; for a late harveſt is very Wi ac 
dangerous in this iſland, where we have ſuch a deluge of rain | 
in the end of autumn. 


Imports and Exports, — This pariſh imports annually meal, 
ſalt, ſugar, tea, iron, flaxſeed, green hides, and other goods 
to a conſiderable amount. The chief articles exported, ar 
black cattle, horſes, and linen yarn ; for the women here are 
always employed in ſpinning, excepting a few weeks during 
harveſt, 


J F . 


Harbours.— There are many anchoring places along thi 
ſhore, where ſmall veſſels may be ſafe in time of danger. One 
of theſe is about 3 miles to the S. W. of the Sound of Ilan 
and is known by the name of Loch-Knock., The name is take 
from a very high hill, which riſes iu the figure of a ſug 
loaf, near the head of the lake or bay, and is the firſt part of 
this end of the ifland, that is ſeen by mariners, when they ares 
a great diſtance from the ſhore. There are two very large 


flag ſtones erected near this lake, They are placed about % 
| fett 


ee 


ide of this entry to the lake. 
very careful to keep at a proper diſtance from theſe iſlands, 
when near this ſhore, as they are very near the main iſland. 
There is another anchoring place, about 3 miles to the S. W. 
ol Loch- Knock, which is known by the name of Laga- 
nbuilin, There are 3 ways of coming to this anchoring place, 
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tet from each other, and they are called the Two Stones of 
L 


lande, . — There are alſo a few ſmall iſlands on each 
Strangers ſhould therefore be 


which is oppoſite to a {mall village, and they uſually caſt 
chor near a quay, that lies below this village. The entry 
next the manſe, on the W. fide of the bay, 1s the beſt +. The 

Vor. XI. Oo church 


#The common tradition concerning theſe ſtones is, that a daughter of one 
d the kings of Denmark was buried here, whoſe name was YeLa; and that 
from her this iſland was called IsLar, or IsLa; which ſeems to be the more 


probable, that a Highlander pronounces both theſe words nearly in the ſame 
manner, 


ton the E. fide of this place there is a tower, or caſtle, known by the name 
of Dux-NaoM#uArc. This caſtle is built on a large rock, which is ſurrounded 
by the ſea on all ſides, except the N. There are ſtill, on the N., the remains of 
Many old houſes; that had been built for barracks and ſtorehouſes. Some of the 
cellars, and a baker's houſe, are ſtill viſible here. There is a very ſtrong wall on 
the W. fide, between the caſtle and the barracks; and the fide walls of a large 
Fate are ſtill ſtanding, This gate is called the ren Gate; and it is reported 
lere, that the fort was ſupplied with water from a ſmall river, that runs paſt the 
ad of the manſe; and that it was conducted in pipes, under the fea, acroſs this 
kay, to the diſtance of about half a mile. There is a large ſtone room on the 
up of the fort; and here the gun ports are entire, On the N. {ide of this room 
thre is an earthen mound, which is very thick; and it appears to have been 
hilt up to the top of the fort, as a kind of defence to that part of the building ; 

br the N. is the only place where an enemy could make an attack on this fort, 
There i is a high hill on the W. ſide of the bay, oppoſite to this fort, where there 
W alſo a tower, for the defence of Dun-naomhaig ; and as b«th places are 
truly of the ſame height, and only about the diſtance of about a quarter: of # 
mile 
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church now employed for public worſhip is at this place; 
and the village contains 100 fouls. There is, to the W. 
of this place about 2 miles, an iſland, called Texa ; and, 
on the N. fide, a very good place for anchoring large ſhips, 
Fhe anchoring is oppoſite to an old chapel, that is about the 
middle of the ifland. Thoſe who are ſtrangers here, ſhould 
keep, if poſſible, at the diſtance of a mile from the W. end 
of this iſland, when they are going through the found, between 
this and the main iſland, or when they are obliged to caſt 
anchor; as there is a ridge of rocks that lie out from ths 
W. end, until you are on a level with the N. fide of this 
ifland. The E. end of the iſland is free from rocks, and the beſt 
ground for anchoring is near the ſhore, This iſland is near 
2 miles in length, and above 4 mile in breadth. There is 
good paſture in this ſmall iſland; and there is a burying- 
place around the chapel, the walls of which are partly 
fanding. There are the remains of other 2 or 3 chapels in 
this pariſh, where they were formerly wont to bury thok 
who were of the popiſh religion; but the whole inhabitants 
of this pariſh now belong to the Eſtabliſhed Church; ſo that 
there are none now buried at theſe chapels, unleſs when 
ſtranger happens to die here, who is of the Roman Catholic 
religion. 


Bays and Rocks, Gc.—A little to the N. W. of this iſland, 
there is a bay, called the Lowadinas, where many ſmall vellels 
may anchor; for it is large, and well ſheltered on all fides but 


the 8. The whole of theſe anchoring * are very dau- 
gerous 


mile frem each other, it was an eaſy matter to prevent ſmall veſſels from coming 
to this place; for no veſſels that draw above 6 or 7 feet water, can come he 
at any time. It is ſaid, that the M Donalds of Iflay lived here about the be⸗ 
ginning of the laſt century. 'There are a great many forts and building 
alſo within a few miles of this place. 
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gerous for ſtrangers to come into, becauſe all of them are ſur- 
rounded with large rocks, that run along the whole coaſt, and 
in many places jut out into the ſea 3 or 4 miles; and ſome of 
them are viſible, others not. When ſtrangers are obliged to 
take ſhelter here from a ſtorm, they ſhould, if poſſible, get 
out ſome boat from the ſhore, that they may have ſome of the 
natives of the iſland to pilot them through theſe rocks, and to 
conduct them into the beſt ground for anchoring. The in- 
habitants here are very ready to perform this ſervice to all 
rangers, if it lies in their power to give them aſſiſtance. 
There are many other creeks along this coaſt, into which the 
natives run with their ſmall boats; but ſtrangers are in very 
great danger, when they venture into any of thoſe creeks, be- 
cauſe many of them are full of ſunk rocks. There 1s a place 
alled Dun-Aidb, where a Daniſh fort was formerly built. 
The rock on which this fort ſtood is very large, and its height, 
from the bottom of the ſea, is very extraordinary. The top 
of the rock is now covered with graſs ; for there is no ap- 
pearance of any building now remaining. The wall, on the 
N. fide, is nearly covered with earth, and the whole N. ſide 
i; fine paſture for ſheep, There is more than an acre of ground 
between the top and the N, fide of this rock. There 1s a deep 
valley both on the W. and the E. of this rock; and the 
aſcent is ſo very ſteep on each fide, that it is almoſt impoſſible 
for any man to creep up upon his bands and feet to the 
top. No ordinary gun is ſuppoſed to be capable of carrying 
3 ball from the bottom of this valley to the top of the rock“. 
Ooa | There 


*It is ſaid, that the only way of acceſs up to it was on the very edge of 
this great valley; and that there was a cave made here, where a few men were 
tid; who, when they ſaw any perſon coming near the entry, either killed them 
Tom the cave, or drove them over the precipice, whereby they were daſhed to 
Pirces before they reached the bottom of this immenſe valley, 
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There 1 is a part of a wall yet ſtanding, i in a place that i is now 
very dangerous to approach. This wall is about 18 feet 
thick. The ſea, almoſt every day, daſhes againſt it in a moſt 
tremenduous manner ; for this place i is very near the Moile of 
Cheunn-Outh, and it is the moſt dangerous place in this pariſh 
for any veſſel to come near. All the farms round this fort 
have Daniſh names, ſuch as Kennibus, Afﬀibus, Kelibuz, Lire. 
bus, and Cragabus. 


Lakes, Hills, &c.—There are 4 lakes in this end of the pa. 
riſh, and there are alſo ſome lakes in the high mountains be. 
longing to it; but they are of little uſe to the people here, 
who have almoſt their whole fiſh from the ſea ; only thoſe 
who are near theſe lakes may ſometimes catch a few trouts 
in them. The mountainous part of the pariſh i is very ex- 
renſive, and part of it is a common to all the tenants, where 
they paſture their ſtrong black cattle and horſes in ſummer, 
and a part of autumn. Some parts of theſe mountains are 
barren.and wet; but there is ſome dry ſoil, where ſheep might 
find good paſture ; and if a great number of them were fed 
here, the graſs would gradually become better every year. 
There are only a few ſheep, of a very ſmall kind, that feed on 


theſe mountains, from the time they ſow their ſeed till the 
whole crop is got in. 


Wood and Fuel. The greateſt part of the wood of Iflay 
lies on each ſide of Loch-Knock. This wood, which conſiſt 
of ſmall timber of various kinds, extends above 2 miles along 
the ſea. The whole inbabitants have liberty to cut down 
timber, and carry it away at pleaſure, out of this wood. Here 
they get bark, and wood for their farming utenſils ; and ſome 
of them uſe the timber for fuel, when they are ſcarce of 


2 | 5 peats, 
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ts, which are the principal fuel we have, and are "uy 
plentiful throughout all this iſland. 


Population. This pariſh contains above 1600 ſouls ; and 
the females are more numerous than the males, a great num- 
her of young men having left the pariſh, and gone to the Low 
Country for employment : Some have gone to America and 
other places; ſo that the number of inhabitants has diminiſh- 
ed within theſe 40 years“. There is no regiſter kept of the 
burials, The following is a liſt of the baptiſms and marriages 
for the laſt 4 years. 


MARRIAGES. BAPTISMS., | 
Anno Males, Females. Total, 
1789 24 15 18 33 
1790 22 31 16 47 
1791 8 10 27 37 
1792 12 31 27 58 

Total, 66 87 88 175 

Annual average, 16 214 22 431 


Wages, Manner of Living, &c.— The wages of men ſer- 
rants are 51. Sterling, beſides ſome little advantages, ſuch as 
ground for ſowing flax-ſeed, or potatoes. Women ſervants 
have about the half of that ſum. The hire of both is 
double what it was 20 years ago; and there is almoſt an 
annual increaſe in their wages. There are very few employ- 
ed by the day; but when they are, they get 6d. a day and 
their maintainance. Tradeſmen are generally paid ſo much 
per piece; but as we have no kind of manufacture, the num- 
ber of tradeſmen is . few. The poor people who have 

J families, 


ed decreaſe u this pariſh a well te total increaſe in the iſland, 
n 
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families, ſpend much of their time, in fpring, in Preparing 
ſome potatoe land, and in carrying manure from the hoy 
on their backs, which they ſpread on ſuch moſs land as they 
procure ; for the ſea-ware is very abundant, and proves good 
manure for moſs ground. The ſummer, again, is employs 
in cutting their own peats, and the peats of thoſe on whon 
they depend for a houſe, or a cow's graſs, or any other 20. 
vantages they enjoy; which are all paid for in labour of this 
kind. They are alſo frequently employed, on ſimilar term 
in harveſt, as they get ground for ſowing flax-feed, which 
they pay for, by aſſiſting the farmers in cutting down the 
barley and oats ; nothing elſe being ſown here excepting pot 
toes, which is the only ſupport of the poor. They allo catd 
ſome grey fiſh and cod, which they dry, and keep for win 
proviſions; and they ſometimes get a few herrings in t 
winter ſeaſon ; but the herrings are only driyen here in ſtorm 
weather, and ſeldom continue any time. 


Pqor.—The number of thoſe who apply to the kirk-ſeſln 
for charity, ſeldom exceeds 20, as we have no fund for thei 
relief, except What is collected on Sabbath in the churd 
which is very trifling. However, the wants of the poor at 
partly ſupplied by the tenants at their own houſes, wel 
they give freely what is neceſſary for their maintainance at 
clothing. The natives are very hoſpitable to ſtrangers ; a 
are often impoled upon by vagrant beggars, who are de 
capable of working for their own ſupport. Giving chat 
to ſuch perſons is an encouragement to idleneſs and vie 
which every friend to mankind ought to diſcourage, and! 
ward the oppoſite virtues of induſtry and ſobriety. 


Church, 9c.—The old church walls are entire, though t 


roof was demoliſhed many years ago. It is about a cent 
| | * 


paring i in ee publie worſhi was performed in it. There is at pre- 
ſhore ent no appearance of any houſe near this church. There is, 
s they however, withia the church-yard, a very large croſs ; and 
s poodWhere is another croſs on the outſide of the wall that incloſes 
he burying ground; and both of them have the appearance 
ff having been very long in this place. This church ſtands 
er in the N. E. end of the pariſh, and within a few miles from 
f wu dee entry to the Sound of Iſlay, There is alſo, in the other 
term Mend of the pariſh, the remains of an old church, at a place 
which known by the name of Kilnaugbtan. The walls of this kirk 
War: very much decayed ; and in a few years both the kirk 
and the burying ground will be covered over with fand, that 
$ driven from the ſhore in great quantities. There is much 
winter the burying ground already deſtroyed; for there is no wall 
in Ur fence around this burying place, and it is very difficult to 
orm kae it, ſo as to prevent the fand from blowing over the 
whole church- yard, as it is ſo near a ſtormy ſea. The greateſt 
part of the inhabitants are buried in this place. The neareſt 
farm to this is called Baille Vicar, or the Vicar's Town ; and 
there 1s joined to this farm the clerk's patch, which is now of 
me value. There is, at the diſtance of 4 miles, a farm 
or aecalled Baille Naughtan; and, as that farm is the centre be- 
waettween the two kirks, it was judged a proper ſituation for the 
tuniſter's manſe. Theſe 2 farms are juſtly eſteemed the beſt 
5 ; nd in the whole pariſh. The church now employed for 
e ve public worſhip was built about 60 years ago, near this laſt 
chat ; and it is till a good edifice; only the roof wants ſome 
d vielWrepairs, Public worſhip was performed here before the new 
od u church was built. There is a convenient manſe near this church, 
which was built a few years ago, and was lately plaiſtered. 
Good office houſes were alſo built within theſe 2 years. The 
zede is large, and maintains, through the whole year, 12 
ons, and 4 horſes. It produces 22 lilay bolls of oats, 
2 bolls 
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2 bolls of barley; and 4 bolls of potatoes; beſides the mel 
ground, that ſome poor people have for 3 years gratis, f 
potatoe ground f. The ſtipend is only gol. Sterling, which 
all paid by the factor of Iſlay; as the whole pariſh belong 
to Mr. Campbell of Shawfield. | 


Schools. —There have been 2 iihool-houles built here with 
theſe 3 years, and both the ſchoolmaſters are lodged under thy 
ſame roof, in a houſe joined to each of the ſchool-houſe 
The one is the parochial ſchool, and the other a charity ſcha 
Beſides theſe, we ſometimes have other 2 ſchools, at the mc 
diſtant corners of this large pariſh ; and there is great need d 
them all the year, if it were poſſible to ſupport the teacher, 


Peculiar Privilege, and Conſequences —This ifland hath | 
liberty of brewing whiſky, without being under the neceli 
of paying the uſual exciſe duty to government, We han 
not an exciſe officer in the whole iſland. The quantity there 
fore of whiſky made here is very great ; and the evil, thi 
follows drinking to exceſs of this liquor, is very viſible i 
this iſland, This is one chief cauſe of our poverty; ; for the 
barley, that ſhould ſupport the family of the poor tenant, i 
ſold to a brewer for 178. the boll; and the ſame farmeri 
often obliged to buy meal at 11. 3s. Sterling, i in order to keg 
ms family from ſtarving. When a brewer knows that 
poor man is at a loſs for money, he advances him a trifle, 
condition that he makes him ſure of his barley at the abon 
price; and it is often bought by the brewers even at a long 


rate; while thoſe who are not obliged to aſk money until the 
deli 


+ There is a very large quantity of moſs land in this iſland, that might ea 
de improved; if the poor people had it for 2 or 3 years, rent free, they wi 
ſupport their own ſamilies, nh, au tanker the tenants whole K. 
aro cultivated. 
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deliver their barley, receive 208. or more for it. This evil, 
of diſtilling as much barley as might maintain many families, 
it is hoped, by ſome means or other, will be ſoon aboliſhed. 
It may take ſome time, however, to prevent the people from 
drinking to exceſs ; for bad habits are not eafily overcome: 
but there would ſurely be ſome hopes of a gradual reforma- 
tion, if ſpiritous liquors were not ſo abundant, and ſo eaſily 


purchaſed, 
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Origin of the Names. 


SLAY is traditionally derived from IsLA, daughter of one 
| of the kings of Lochlin, or Norway, who lies buried in 
a neighbouring farm. KitLarRow took its name from 9. 


| Marrow, whoſe cell or burying place was in the pariſh : And 
KILMENY has doubtleſs had a fimilar derivation. Killarrow : 

is now frequently called Bowmore ; the old church at Kill © 

Þ: 


| row having been thrown down, and the preſent church buil 
| at the village of Bowmore, 


* 


Extent, Surface, Rivers, Fiſh, &c.— The pariſh of Bon 
more is of great extent, being 17 or 18 computed miles long 


and 8 broad. The lands are generally low; the hills are a 


very high, nor rocky, but covered with heath and fern, Tit 6 
| rive 
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river Luggan, where there is a ſalmon fiſhing, is one of the 
largeſt in the diſtrift, emptying itſelf into a bay of the ſame 
name, in the S. corner of the pariſh, The river of Xillarrou 
runs a great way in the country, and empties itſelf into the 
hay or harbour of Lochendaal, which harbour runs from the 
Mull of Iſlay and the Runn's Point, about 12 miles, to Shaw- 
feld's pleaſure grounds. It is an excellent harbour for ſhipping, 
js very much reſorted to, and of late more than ever; as the 
proprietor has lately built a fine quay at the village of Bow- 
more, which will contain many veſſels from 8 to 10 feet wa- 
ter. The harbour abounds with all ſorts of fiſh; and, in good 
weather, the inhabitants, with ſmall boats, ſupply themſelves 
abundantly. Salmon ſells at 13d. per pound; when deareſt, 
at 2d, per pound. As every farm round Lochendaal has a 
boat of its own, fiſh are in no great demand, nor is there a 
market convenient*, | 


JW 


Soil, Produce and Cultivation, Gc.— The ſoil varies in moſt 
of the farms, The farmers plow too much ground. The 
werage produce of oats is, from 3 to 4 returns, of barley from 


of cel to 5; but where marl and lime, or ſhell ſand, are eafily 
iried obtained, and the lands are drained, the increaſe is much 
-om di greater. Mr. Campbell has improved large tracts of moor 


1: Au ground, within view of his own houſe, which lies about 3 


Hatton Engliſh miles from the village; and, from his method of cul- 
Kilz "vation, they have produced large crops. He ſpares neither 
h bun deins nor expence; and in this reſpe& ſeveral of his te- 


aants attempt to imitate him. It is computed that he lays 
P p 2 out 


* About 20 years ago, ſome gentlemen adventurers from Liverpool, fitted 
Mt 3 ſmacks, with wells, and caught great quantities of cod and ling at the 
Head Landi, which ſupplied the Liverpool markets abundantly; but the bad cop- 
UR of the perſons employed obliged them to give it up, | 
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out yearly from 7ool. to roool. per annum upon improyy, 
ments, though his ſtay here be but 2 or 3 months in the 
year. Oats are ſown from the middle of March to the middle 
of April, the barley in April and May, as well as the fa. 
ſeed, of which the people of this iſland ſow 120 hoghheady 
(new ſeed) annually ; beſides what is reared in the country, 
the value of which, in the year, may amount to 2000], 
There is a great deal of linen cloth manufactured for home 
conſumption, and ſome for ſale. The harveſt is as early u 
Iſlay, as in the neighbourhood of Glaſgow 


Climate, &c,—The air is generally moiſt, from its local iu. 
ation, being ſurrounded by the ſea, and having no ſhelter fron 
the ſtorms of the Atlantic Ocean, nearer than North Amer, 
Iſlay is the moſt weſtern part of Scotland. The prevailing 
winds are the W. and S. W. The ſeaſons of late have change 
to the diſadvantage. The 2 laſt years we had little or u 
froſt or ſpring; ſometimes the tops of the trees were cc 
The rains and high winds in the ſucceeding ſummers, hurt 
the crops, which obliged the inhabitants to import meal; 
whereas, in former years, they uſed to export large quantitit 
to other markets. | IE 


Cattle. There is, twice a year, a market for black cattl 

| to which drovers from the main land always reſort, and bu 

up great numbers. The cattle are of an excellent qualit 
and draw hi ish prices. 


4 


Fepulation.— F rom a late furvey, the number of ſoul! 
Killarro# 
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Lillarrow, including thoſe in the village, amount to 2 500 
There are in Kilmeny about - 2000 


4500 
The return to Dr. Webſter, in 1755, was only - 1761 


Hence there is an increaſe of - 2739 


Indeed the whole population of Iſlay has increaſed greatly 
within theſe 40 years f, owing principally to the tenants, who 
zre in poſſeſſion of large farms, dividing their poſſeſſions 
among their children, which encourages marriage. Some, 
however, who are reduced in their circumſtances, are obliged 


to emigrate. 


Village. —The village of Bowmore was begun in the year 
1168, and laid out on a regular plan. By order of the pro- 
prietor, the new church was built at the end of one of the 
principal ſtreets, in a very elegant manner, and upon a new 
plan, It is ornamented with a ſteeple, fronting the quay, built 


from the foundation with freeſtone. It coſt about reool. 


There are already 110 houfes built in the village, 50 of which 
are covered with blue lates, 20 with tiles, and the reſt are 
thatched, The inhabitants are increaſing. The number at 
preſent (1793), of old and young, is about 500. 


Church, School, and Poor.—Beſides the new church in Bow- 
more above mentioned, there is another in the pariſh of Kil- 
meny, 7 miles diſtant, The value of the livings is but ſmall, 
and, including the glebe and manſe, not worth above Gal. 
ayear, The King is patron.— There is only one charity 


(chool in both the pariſhes, though the people are fond of be- 


ing inſtructed. The poor of both pariſhes are not very nu- 


merous. 


f ker the particulars of the total increaſe, ſee Kitcuoman, page 27% 
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merous. Such as are able to travel from door to door an 
well ſupplied; ſuch as are confined ore aſſiſted from the cal. 
lections on Sundays, and ſome little funds in the poor's box, 


Roads and Bridges. The roads in Iſlay are carried on tg 
great perfection. Thoſe already finiſhed are excellent, part. 
cularly from the Sound of Iſlay to Bowmore, a diſtance of 
about 12 miles, wherein there are 7 bridges, built with tone 
and lime“ The reſt of the roads go on in courſe; and, in leb 


than 20 years, they may be all travelled with carriages, (Cor 


Minerals. There is plenty of Iime-ſtone and mar], which, 
when the roads now making by the proprietor are finiſhed, 
will be the means of improving large tracts of land, till in 
a ſtate of nature, but very capable of improvement. 


Character of the People.—The inhabitants are moſtly m. 
tives of the iſland, and all belong to the Eſtabliſhed Church 
They are hoſpitable, generous, and humane ; and, like all 
Hlanders, attached to their country. 
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Name, Situation, and Rivers. 


HIS pariſh derives its name from a compound of Eden 

and Ham ; being ſituated on the banks of the river Eden, 
and Ham fignifying a village. The village, where the church 
ſtands, is built on the N. bank of the river Eden, which 
runs for more than 3 miles through this diſtri, and joins 
the Tweed at Edenmouth. The pariſh is placed in one of the 
moſt delightful fituations in Scotland, on the banks of the 
nver Tweed. This beautiful river, after being joined by the 
Tiviot at Kelſo, bounds the pariſh of Edenham, about a mile 
below it, on the S. and S. E. The pariſh is not quite a mile 
and a half diſtant from the Engliſh border, at the burn of 
Carham, on the oppoſite fide of the Tweed, formerly well 
known by the name of the March Burn. 
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Extent and Climate. — In extent, it is about 3 miles bros 
and rather ſomewhat more in length. The climate of Edenhan, 
from its ſituation on the two rivers, is undoubtedly ſalubti. 
ous ; yet, ſince the preſent incumbent was ſettled, it has been 
viſited by different epidemical fevers, that ſometimes proye 


mortal. 


Cultivation, Surface, Hills, Soil, f9c.— Agriculture is carrie 
on to a great extent in this pariſh, The induſtry and aQtiyity 
of the farmers cannot be exceeded, and they are all opulent and 
proſperous. The ſurface of the grounds conſiſts of ſome beauti. 
ful flats in many places, eſpecially on the ſides of the rivers Twee 
and Eden. The pariſh contains alſo ſeveral fields, lying on iu. 
clined plains. There are two riſing grounds, one on the N. fd 
of the Eden, near the village, called Edenham Hill, and another 
between the Tweed and the Eden, called Hender/ide Hill 


The height of neither is great, though not aſcertained ; but 


they are both highly cultivated. The foil is of various kind: 
Some part of it ſtrong clay, ſome of it light ſand and channel 
and ſome of it a mixture of both. In a few places there is 
thin bed of moſs, covering rich ſtores of marL The marl hu 
been dug for manure, at confiderable expence, and it has been 
attended with great ſucceſs. Burned lime-ſtene is brought 
in great quantities from Northumberland, at the diſtance dl 
17 or 18 miles, 


Produce and Farm Rent. The ground produces wheat, 
barley, peaſe and beans, and oats, all of the beſt quality, 
which can ſcarcely be exceeded in any part of Scotland. | 
produces alſo turnips, and broad clover, in abundance; and the 
paſture land is of the richeſt kind. Land rent is conſequent 
ly high in price: 3l. an acre has been given here both fot 


It 
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3 able and paſture land, and inferior prices according to 
' uality. | 

abt. 3 

been 


Cattle and Fuel — The farmers eonſider the land as too good 
ovel Bi for breeding cattle or ſheep, and therefore few are reared in 
the pariſh : The ſheep and cattle are moſtly all bought in, and 
ed for the butcher to great value. Fuel is very expenſive, as 
rie there are no coals, but what are brought from Northumber- 
land, at the diſtance of 16 or 18 miles. 


population. The number of inhabitants has inereaſed con- 
ſderably within theſe 40 years. 
The preſent number of ſouls is about - - 600 
The return to Dr. Webſter, in 1755, was only, 387 


— — 


Jncreaſe, - - 213 


The number of births, burials, and marriages is not eaſily 
aſcertained. Seceders, though obliged by law to regiſter the 
births of their children in the pariſh regiſter, conſider the tax 
on baptiſms as a profanation, and often neglect it on that ac- 
count; though afterwards it may be prejudicial to their 
children. And marriages are often made ſo irregularly, by 
perſons not legally qualified, that thoſe, who belong to the 
deceſſion, do not willingly ſubmit to the 9 of the 
Church. 


— Improvements and Manizſactures, &c.— The population of 
* this pariſh has not, however, increaſed in proportion to what 
4 the it once promiſed. When the late Jamzs Dicksox, Eſq. M. P. 

became proprietor of Edenham, being a perſon of public 


lpirit, he incloſed all his lands, planned and built a neat vil- 
lage, the houſes being all of brick, covered with pantile, or 
lates brought manufacturers from England, and eſta, 


Vor. XI, Qq | bliſhed 
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bliſhed woollen manufaQtures ſor cloth, particularly for Eng. 
liſh blankets. He alſo erefted a waulk mill, to promote 
this uſeful undertaking ; but his death marred the progreſs of 
thoſe public ſpirited ſchemes. He built alſo an extenſive; 
brewery, which is ſtill carried on with great ſucceſs; and 
great quantities of the ale and porter, brewed in it, are export. 
ed to England. We have likewiſe a corn mill and a goog 
bleachfield in the pariſh. 


Roads.—The roads are very bad. They are repaired byacon. 
verſion of the ſtatute labour. Laſt winter, however, (1792-3), 
an act of parliament was obtained for making ſeveral roads 
near Kelſo, and eſtabliſhing toll-bars. By this act, three new 
roads will be made through this pariſh, which will be of great 
fervice 1n this part of the country, where they have been much 
wanted for theſe many years paſt, | 


Church, The church is very ſmall, was built about 34 
years ago, and 1s very inſufficient. There are ſome Quaker: 
and Epiſcopals, but no Roman Catholics. The number cf 
Seceders is not eaſily aſcertained, as all the denominations oi 
them have houſes of worſhip in Kelſo, and Edenham lies ſo 
near it, that many of the inhabitants attend theſe meetings; but 
all the principal farmers attend the Eſtabliſhed Church. The 
King 1s undoubted patron. 


Heritors and Poor. The number of heritors are four. A 
none of them reſide in the pariſh, the collections at the churc 
doors are but trifling ; in conſequence of which the poor 4 
obliged be maintained by aſſeſſments, regularly laid on for 
their ſupport. | x 


Emine. 


la 
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ge Eminent Men.— Mr. JaMEs THoMSON, the celebrated author 


ote of the Seaſons, &c. was the ſon of the reverend Mr. Thomas 
of Thomſon, the ſecond miniſter of this pariſh after the Revolu- 
ive tion, and was born at Edenham in the year 1700. It is un- 
Ing neceſſary here to enlarge upon the merits of an author ſo well 
It. 


known, and whoſe genius and abilities do ſo much honour to 
2. his native country. A propoſal was made, ſome years ago, | 
to erect a monument to his memory, on Edenham Hill, with- 
in view of the manſe ; but the plan has not yet been accom- 
pliſhed. Several noblemen and gentlemen, however, with a 
3) laudable zeal for the literary fame of their country, have met 
annually at Edenham, for ſome years paſt, to celebrate Thom- 
ſon's birth day, as well as with a view to forward the execu- 


* tion of that deſigu. 
uch 
Antiguities.— There is a ſmall riſing ground, W. from the | 
village, called the Pic Know ; out of which, ſome years ago, | | 
3 were dug three ſtone coffins, with an urn in one of them. The | 
* Know is ſince incloſed, and planted with trees“. 
t 0 5 
s of Qq 2 | NUM- 
5 0 
but | | 1 
The * A farm in this pariſh is named Comb far, which ſeems to be ſo called from its 
containing extenſive earthen mounds, called Comb-inows. As, before the union of 
the kingdoms, this was the warlike part of the country, theſe tumuli ſeem to 
have been raiſed by art, as means of defence. 
As 
urch 
are 
| for 
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NUMBER XXIV. 


PARISH OF GIRTHON. 


(County and Preſbytery of Kirkcudbright—Synod of Galloway,) 


* 


By the Rev. Mr. WIILrau THORBURN. 
—— i oo — oe wr hen not 


Situation and Extent, 


IRTHON lies about 6 miles N. W. of the burgh ef 

Kirkeudbright. It no where aſſumes a regular figure. 

The extent from N. to S. is about 20 miles; and the breadth, 
from E. to W., from 3 to 5. | 


Soil and Surface—Theſe are extremely varied. For 
about 10 miles from its northern, and all along its eaſtern 
boundary, it is bleak, unequal, hilly, and covered with heath, 
For 10 miles to the S., within a mile of the Fleet, it preſents 
a beautiful level furface, which yields grain and graſs of at 
excellent quality. Except the extenſive wood of Caſtramoni, 
there 1s little natural wood ; though the ſoil ſeems highly 
fayourable for rearing trees of every ſpecies, | 


Clamatts 
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Clinate. The air and climate vary with the ſoil and ſu r- 
f.ce, In the high lands, and to the E. and N., they are cold 
1 unpleaſant: In the low lands, and towards the &., they 
ne mild and agreeable. Though the frequent rains render 
ie ſoil there rather moiſt ; yet, from its being defended with 
he hills and high lands, expoſed to the ſun, and open to the 
{a breezes, the atmoſphere which covers it, is, in general, pure 
and healthy. The diſeaſes, which appear here, are in no re- 
ſpet peculiar. They are ſuch as afflict the inhabitants of all 
te ſouthern diſtrits of Scotland. 


Cultivation, Animals, Fuel, c. The ſyſtem of agriculture 
s the ſame here, that is generally adopted by all who cultivate 
lod near the ſea coaſt*. The horſes are moſtly bred by the 
armers. The cows are of the well known Galloway breed. 
The ſheep are of the ſmall moor kind. various ſorts of game 
und wild animals are found here: Grouſe, black-cocks, par- 
dges, hares, rabbits, woodcocks, badgers, foxes and pole- 
ats —Peats, the fuel uſed by the farmers and cottars, are 


ear, owing to the diſtance of the moſſes, and the bad roads 
vhich lead to them. 


Rivers, Fiſh, and Lakes, — The Fleet, which bounds this pa- 
nh to the W. is a beautiful winding river, and diſembogues 
tlelf into Wigton Bay. There is a ſalmon fiſhing belonging 
bo it, now of little value; owing probably to the lime import- 
td, and to a ſoap houſe lately erected on its banks. The 
lakes are, Loch- Fleet, the ſource of the river, abounding 
with trouts: Loch- Scero, abounding with pike : Loch-Grun- 
uct, about 3 miles long, and, in ſome places, 1 mile broad, 

| remarkable 
*For a deſcription of the implements of huſbandry, manure, crops, &c. a 
teleronce is made to the ſtatiſtical accounts of the neighbouring pariſhes ; parti- 
aui, Numbers I., II., III. and IV. of #6is Polume, 


| 
| 
| 


| ſituation is extremely pleaſant, The houſe is modern, a 


zto Statiflical Account 


remarkable for its vaſt numbers of charr, a ſpecies of ff n 
in Scotland: and Zoch-Whinnyan, abounding with tous 
This lake, it deſerves notice, furniſhes the cotton mill; 
Gatehouſe with a copious ſtream of water; the courſe { 
conveying which from the lake, was cut a long way throw 
a hill, at the expence of above 12001. 


Proprietor, Man/zori- Houſe, &c.— The whole pariſh is ti 
property of James Murray, Eſq. of Broughton, whoſe mu 
ſion-houſe, Cally, ſtands about an Engliſh mile below Ga 
houſe, at a ſmall diſtance from the borders of the Fleet, be 


amongſt the largeſt, and moſt princely, in the ſouth of Set 
land. The place is laid out on an extenfive ſcale. About 
1000 acres are in planting, gardens, orchards, and pleaſure 
grounds. The gardens were made at a great expence, a 
have equalled the proprietor's expectations. Beſides the con 
mon fruits, they yield apricots, figs, grapes, and neQarine 
equal to any in the hot-houſes of this country. There 1s all 
a deer park, well ſtocked ; the veniſon of which is reckone 
equal, if not ſuperior to any in Britain. 


| Ci 
Rent, Leaſes, Servitudes, Gc.— The total valuation of ibo 
pariſh, in the ceſs-book, is 32811. 3s. 6d. Scotch, or 273]. yo, 
7:4, Sterling. The preſent rent is about 3 pool., including Ia! 
moderate average rent for the lands not in leaſe, The leu bull 
are generally given for 19 years. The greater part of Wire, 
moor lands are let by the lump : The low lands bring abi de 
108. per acre: The fields, near Gatehouſe, from 21. to! 
The oppreſſive practice of thirlage prevails, and hurts the > 
lands. The barony of Caſtramont is thirled to the mill Mud 
Kelleren, in the pariſh of Anwoth ; and the barony of CH ei 


to the mill of Burby, 1n this pariſh, The proprietor has 60! 
| bend 
6 
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erably leſſened the multures of the mill on his own eſtate, 
> the no ſmall encouragement of its agriculture. The cotton 
-orks eſtabliſhed at Gatehouſe, have much advanced the 
rages of farm ſeryants. 


Population, As no regular regiſter has been kept, the an- 
ent ſtate of the population cannot be aſcertained preciſely. 
rom Dr. Webſter's report, however, we are certain, that it 
us increaſed greatly within theſe 40 years, even excluding 
e vaſt addition made to it, by the new village of Gatehouſe. 
je reſt of the pariſh at preſent (1792), contains, 


Souls, Employments, 
Males, - 281 WS. OY Pe” . 
OB» YO n 
ie return in 1755, was 367 Millers, - - — 1 
— Dyer and apprentices. 4 
Increaſe, = 213 Joiner and ditto. 4 
When to this is added the num» Farmers, about 200 
ber of ſouls in Gatehouſe, 1150 


The total increaſe is 1363 


Church and Poor. — The living, every thing included, is 
about 1201, yearly. The manſe was built a conſiderable time 
20, and is in a very uncomfortable ſtate. The church is 
Imall, and, from its ſituation, extremely inconvenient for the 
bulk of the inhabitants. The weekly colle&ions, fines for 
uregularities, &c. amount to about 2 5l. a year. Paupers, to 
tie number of 10, are aſliſted therewith. 


General CharaQer.—Six M'Millanites excepted, the tenants 
and cottagers are all Preſbyterians. Much praiſe is due to 
heir religious and moral conduct. A. circulation of good 
officers 
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offices takes place amongſt them: They are candid, ſober, wy 
induſtrious : They affect no parade of ſanctity: They hay 


it 
nothing of an indiſcreet, or intolerant zeal : Firm to the re. = 
Jigion of their country, they meddle not with thoſe that n ve 
« given to change,” 
1 
GATEHOUSE OF FLEET. 4 
| u 
Sunation and Origin. This neat and beautifully ſitustel Its 
village ſtands to the S. W. [of the pariſh, on the banks of the i ber 
Fleet. Its increaſe has been rapid. Though the firſt houk fro1 
in it was built as an inn, not above 30 years ago, it now cops 
tains upwards of 160 houſes, and 1150 inhabitants. The co 
ton works, which have ſwelled it to its preſent fize and popu. Wi Un 
lation, promiſe ſoon to give it a rank among the towns dil. Wl © 
tinguiſhed for induſtry and commerce, wh 
| | bel 
Houſes, Rents, Sc. — The village is held in fen from M dhe 
Murray. The ground ſteads, of 30 feet in front, 1 50 back 2 
for a kitchen garden, paid, till within theſe few years, only un 
Is. annual feu-duty each. Since that period, they pay at the de 
rate of 3d. per foot in front, with x50 back, The houſes e © 
built of brick, or of whin-ſtone, and are moſtly 2 ſtories big, N 
Owing to the vaſt influx of inhabitants, they bring a gre cot 
rent. A houſe of 3 ſtories, with but indifferent conyenienc ſoa 
and accommodation, will let ſo high as gol. yearly. Tit 
village is divided into 3 ſtreets, which riſe parallel from tis 
river, It is well watered, and allowed to be by far the ples G: 
ſanteſt in Galloway. Though its induſtry has kept it as J 
quiet, a burgh police is certainly neceſſary for the eſtabliſhing 
and perpetuating good order, It is matter of pleaſure to tit 
inhabitants, that the ſuperior has ſignified, that his attention b 
chall ſoon be turned to this important object. It deſerves . 8 


mark, 


0 
hart 
e re. 
it ure 
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hark, that thers i is not a lamp-poſt in any of its ireets. This, 

with many other diſadvantages, would be attended to, A 
remedied, by ſeveral reſpectable inhabitants, if they were in- 
reſted with any external authority, 


Inn, Road, Oe. —Beſides a good inn, chere are about 1 . 


houſes in which ſpiritous liquors are ſold, The road, betwixt 
Dumfries and Portpatrick, runs throngh this village, andmakes 
ts principal inn well frequented. Two mail coaches arrive 


here, at ) o 'clock every morning, one from Carliſle, the other 
from Portpatrick. 


Banz, Commerce, Shipping, Sc. A branch of the Paiſley 
Union Bank was lately eſtabliſhed here, and tranſacts buſineſa 
o a conſiderable amount.— The right of a weekly market, 
which the village charter gives, has not yet been uſed. The 


beſt frequented markets are, for eight ſucceſſive Fridays, after 


the firſt Friday of winter; and at ſome of theſe there is a con- 
iderable ſhow of black cattleꝰ. Several veſſels, of 80 tons and 
under, belong to this port. They trade chiefly to the weſt of 
Scotland, and to the north of England. One of them trades 


conſtantly to London. The commodities imported are, ale, 


porter, wine, grocery goods, raw hides, tallow, timber, lime, 


cotton wool, coals, &c. Cotton manufactures, tanned leather, 


ſoap, grain, potatoes, &c. are exported. 


Manufa@ares—Many branches of commerce thrive in 
Gatehouſe: It has a tannery and ſoapery, both carried on to 
Vor. XI. Rr 4 


"Butcher meat is in a general to be got hers. Beef, mutton, veal, and pork, fell 
from 314, to 44d. the pound; butter, at 6d. the pound ; Scotch cheeſe, at 3d: 
the pound: The pound to all is x6 02, Meal is from 18. 74. ts 28, the tone, 


Py — — — — — — * 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Of thoſe built, the 2 largeſt are twiſt mills ; the 2 others are 
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a good extent. But its induſtry is principally directed to the 
manufacturing of cotton wool. Beſides about 50 mules an 
jennies, managed by private hands, it has 4 mills in conſtant 
employment ; and will probably have 2 more in a ſhort tine, 


mule mills. The mule mills are 3 ſtories high, 7o feet by 20; 
have about 130 mules each, which give employment to uy. 
wards of 100 labourers. The largeſt of the twiſt mills is; 
ſtories high, 120 feet by 30; and employs about 300 labour. 
ers. The other twiſt mill is 3 ſtories high, 84 feet by zu; 
and is not yet completely ſet agoing. There is alſo a cotton 
factory, in which are wove muſlins, and other cottons, of neat 
patterns and good fabric *. | 


Fuel.—Coals are the general fuel here, They are imported 
from Whitehaven, Newcaſtle, &c. and run from 30s. to 46, 
the ton. Notwithſtanding the extravagant price of this neceſ. 
fary article, the inhabitants are often in abſolute want, This 
tends to hurt the manufactures, as it cauſes many of the la. 
bourers to remove; and will, when known, prevent ſtrangers 
from ſettling. Employers would therefore conſult their own 
intereſt, would they adopt ſome method of ſupplying their 
workmen conſtantly, and upon as moderate terms as poſſible. 
The duty upon coals was a frequent, and juſt cauſe of com- 
plaint, which, ſince the commencement of this account, has 
been happily removed. 


Schodl, 


The cotton workers are paid, ſome by the day, others by the pound, others 
by the piece. A picker will earn 18. per day; a carder rs. 2d. ; a ſpinner 
2s. 6d. One male, houſe, or farm ſervant, has from 1. to gl. a year; a female 
ditto from zl. to 41, Maſons and carpenters have from 18. 6d. to as. per 4); 
without meat; tailers 8d. per day, with meat. Shoemakers, weavers, & a5 
paid according to the quantity and quality of their work, 
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School. There is one ſchool here, very well endowed. It 
is ſubje& of regret, however, that ſo large a pariſh has only 
one. This is a great diſadvantage to the farmers and cottagers 
children, who cannot travel as far as Gatehouſe. What de- 
ſerves commendation is, that the ſchoolmaſter has, though 
with little encouragement, opened a Sunday ſchool, for the in- 
ſtruction of ſuch children as are obliged, from the ſtraitened 
circumſtances of their parents, to attend the cotton mills dur. 
ing the reſt of the week, | 


Population and Employments. At Whitſunday 1792, the 
number and profeſſions of the inhabitants of the village ſtood 
a follows: 


Males, - - 549 Carriers, - Smiths, - 17 


Miniſter, — 1 
Surgeons, - 2 
Schoolmaſter, - 7 
— 4 
Exciſemen, — 3 
Shopkeepers, 13 
innkeepers and 

whiſky ſellers, = 13 
ker, - 4 


2 
Soap-boilers, 2 7 
Chaiſe- drivers, 3 
Slaters, — 6333 
Founders, - 2 
Saddler, „ 
Glover, - 8 
Butchers, - - 4 
Barber, - 1 
Stocking-weavers, - 2 
Maſons“, - 24 
Turners, „ 
Joiners, - - '246 


Bricklayers, 19 
Tanners, - - 4 


Shoemakers, e. By 


Tailors, - 15 
Weavers, - 10 
Ditto, female, - =x 
Ditto, employed in 

the cotton manu» 

ſatory, - 2 
People employed in 

the cotton works, 

in general, above 509 


Character and Manners. —As the mixture, of which the 
population of Gatehouſe is compoſed, has, as yet, aſſumed no 


* Among theſc, and all the following proſeſſions, 
Ve included. | 


Rx 2 


uniform 


journeymen and apprentices 
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uniform or regular appearance, general lineaments cannot be 
given of its character and manners. This, however, may be 
ſafely aſſerted, of the inhabitants, that they are attentive, and 
induftrious. The greater part of them are Prefbyterians, 
And even thoſe of them who belong to the Church of Eng. 
land, whoſe moral conduct is ſober and orderly (having 10 
miniſter of their own communion), regularly attend the eſta. 
bliſhed place of worſhip ; receive the facraments as diſpenſe 
by the Church of Scotland; walk by its rules, and ſubmit 
peaceably to its diſcipline. | 
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NUMBER XXV. 


PARISH OF OXNAM. 


(County of Roxburgh—Preſbytery of Fedburgh—Synod of 
Merſe and Tiviotdale.) 


By the Rev. Mr. Johx HUNTER, Miniſter. 


[WITH A MAP OF THE PARISH. } 


Origin of the Name, Cc. 
[* all ancient writings, the name of this pariſu is ſpelled 
Oxennuam, whereof the preſent mode of ſpelling it is 
u abbreviation. Several names in the pariſh are evidently 
kiten from animals, and moſt probably ſrom thoſe, for which 
the various places have been moſt eminent: As Hindiope, 
tom hind, where there had been a foreft ; Srrin/ide, from 
nine, one of theſe having been kept in many places by every 
wttager ; Stotficld, from ſtot, a young bulluck ; Oxenbam, 
tom oxen and ham, which, in the Sazon language, ſigniſies a 
bamlet or village. The names of many other places deſcribe 
nd expreſs their local fituations, and other concomitant cir- 
wnſances. Thus, Millheugh, the heugh by the mill; Me- 
lerford, through which the burn from Scraeſburgh Moſs 
runs, 
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runs, and where paſſengers croſs the water of Jed, BJ, 


laws, a riſing ground, where much blood was ſhed by tj, 1 
licentious Borderers ; Pear/laws, another riſing ground, ven | 
perhaps there had been an orchard ; &c, Plenderleith, Ni. - 
calton, and Dolphiſton, are moſt probably the names of thei . 
original proprietors. - 
Coqu 
ing 
Form, Extent, and General Appearance. The figure of He HA 
pariſh bears a ſtriking reſemblance to that of Scotland. The ill 
greateſt length, from the head of Coquet water, on the EAN at! 
liſh border, in a line by Swinſide, to Capehope, a farm flex rec 
on the N. point of the pariſh, in a direction N. W. + N,, n 
gf Engliſh miles; the greateſt breadth, in a perpendicular di. uro 
rection, from Kaimburnfoot, on the W., in a line by Swinlide, ore 
to Conzierton march on the E,, is 44 Engliſh miles; on the unn 
N. it runs nearly to a point; and about 24 miles from the is e 
end, it is only 2 miles broad. The general complexion « Edd 
rather bleak, interſperſed with beautiful green hills, fertile Wl! 2 
fields, and dark heath; and almoſt unincloſed. But though of q 
it is hilly, yet there are no hills of very conſiderable magnitude, A 
mile 

Climate, Soil, and Diſeaſes. —The country is damp, ad 
the air often moiſt, by rains from all directions, and in partr U 
cular from the E. The rains ariſing out of Solway Frith, on 8 © 6 
the S., are conducted, as it were, along the vale of Liddil- bat 
dale, and frequently fall in great quantities on the adjoining Wi the 
fells, whilſt they ſcarcely touch this pariſh. The ſoil is wut. gre 


ous, admitting both the amuſements of paſturage, and the h-. io 
bours of agriculture. At the ſame time, the agreeable inte WS. 
change of hill, dale, and ſtreams of water, gives a vibration d wa 
the air which renders it healthy, and free from agues. Certain 
it is, however, that rheumatiſms, conſumptions, and ner vou 


ſevers are pretty frequent. W 
Rive 


ooch. 
J the 


here 
Re. 
they 
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Rivers and Fiſh —The river Jed runs along the W. bound- 
2 miles. Oxnam water has its ſource about 2 miles 
tom the S. end of the pariſh, runs N. by Oxnam, and, after 
\ courſe of 12+ miles, wherein there are many beautiful ſer- 
xntine windings, falls into Tiviot below Crailing. Both the 
Coquet and the Kail, ariſe in that lofty ridge of mountains, 
ing in a direction betwixt N. and E., which ſeparates Scot- 
and and England from each other. The Coquet bounds the 
xriſh for a mile on the S., the only point in which it touches 
Sotland ; and, after receiving a vaſt number of ſmaller ſtreams, 
jecipitating themſelves from the mountains, quickly ſwells 
nto a conſiderable river, which takes an eaſterly direction 
trough Northumberland, and diſcharges itſelf into the Britiſh 
Ocean, betwixt Alnwick and Coquet Iſle. The Kail, after 
zenning the breadth of the pariſh in a N. E. direction, takes 
ts courſe, of 16% miles, by Hownam, Morebattle, and Marle- 
feld, and joins the Tiviot a little below Eckford kirk. Theſe 
il abound in trout of an excellent quality, though, in point 
of quantity, the Coquet is the moſt diſtinguiſhed. Beſides, it 
fords a ſalmon fiſhery, many of which ſpawn about 4 or 5 
niles from its hea. 


Minerals and Mineral Springs. —Attempts have been made 
© find coal in this pariſh, as well as in the neighbourhood, 
but without ſucceſs. Limeſtone was found on the W. fide of 
the pariſh, by Jed; but, being under a deep cover, and at a 
great diſtance from coal, the advantage of burning it is very 
doubtful. There is a chalybeate ſpring near Fairloans, on the 
8. end of the pariſh, to which qualities ſimilar to Gillſland 
Vater are aſcribed; but little of it has ever been uſed. 


Perennial and Migratory Bird. Game abounds here; 
Wongſt which may be reckoned the beautiful black-cock and 
grouſe. 


— . H 


— — — 
- 


320 Statiſtical Account 


grouſe, The woodcock, and fieldfare appear in the beginning 
of Od ober. and remain during winter. The curlew, the green 
and the grey plover, come in March, breed in the moors, ant 
go in the latter end of harveſt, The cuckoo, ſwallow, dottre|, 
and land and water rail, appear in May, hatch their young, 
and then diſappear. 


Population. The population of Oxnam has decreaſed with. 
in theſe 40 years f. 


The return to Dr. Webſter, in the year 1755, was 5705 
The preſent number of inhabitants (April 1793), is - 69 
Decreaſe, = ee 7 


PoPULATION TABLE of the Pariſh of OXNA4M. 


Acts. Ne Tot. EMPLOYMENTS, &c. Tet. 
Under Io years of age, 175 Reſident heritors, - 2 
From to to 20, - 124 Miniſter of the pariſh, - 7 

20 to 30, — 103 Students in divinity, - 3 

— 30 to 40, - 77 Carpenters, - * i 
—— 40 to Fo, — 74 Maſon, - - I 
— Fo to 60, — 44 Smiths, — - 3 
—— GO to 70, - 52 Weavers, - m1 
— 70 to 80, - 31 Taylor, - — I 
—— 8 to go, - 9 Apprentices, - — 4 
— YO to 100, — 1 Day labourers 12 
— 690 Male labouring fervants, - 53 

Srxrs. | Female ditto, «+ 3 

Males, - - 298 Tenants, - 25 
Females, - — 392 In their families, - 109 
— Herds, - . 13 


ConD1TIONs, 


Widowers and widows, - 47 


In their families, - 44 
Wives, children and friends 


Married, - 183 of tradeſmen, cottagers, 
Bachelors, — 17 N — — off 
Unmarried, — 443 | | — byo 


Aver 


+ This decreaſe of the population has been chiefly occaſioned by the monopo! 
J 


* 


— 
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Average of births e, for the laſt to years, - 5 15 
3 TR. - - - m R A 5 
—— produce of each t, - - - - - 7 
of deaths 1, — A - $ 5 6 


Villages. Oxxau was once latge and populous; but, at 
preſent, there are hardly cottagers in it ſuffieient for the pro- 
per culture of the land, and only 4 tradeſmen. Newbigging 
has been poſſeſſed by portioners, who hold of the Marquis 
of Lothian, ſince 1611. The ſole property of it, how- 
ever, falls to his Lordſhip at Martinmas 1815, according to 
the deciſion of Jord Juſtice Clerk, to whom it was referred 
by both parties. Swigſide, Dolpbiſton, and M oſsburnford, 
are inconſiderable villages, 


Church, &c.—The church was built in 1738, has undergone 
tonſiderable alterations, and is in pretty good repair 5. The 
Vor. XI. 88 manſe 


of farms, Not to multiply inſtances, in the village of Oxnam, between 60 and 
jo years ago, there were 22 tenants, who kept about 16 ploughs, drawn by 2 
ren and 2 horſes, driven by a boy; whereas now, 3 perſons occupy the whole, 
ad have only 7 ploughs, drawn by 2 horſes. 


The pariſh regiſter was accurately kept, from 1700 to 1710, during 
which, the births amounted to 398, annual average 40 nearly. Since that pe- 
riod, the regiſter has not been ſo accurate; occaſioned, chicfly, by the negle& 


a parents to ſave a very trifling expence.. Within the laſt 10 years, the annual 
werage of births has been about 15, of which only 10 are regiſtered. 


There is an inſtance of ene marriage producing 22 births, and of 2 mar- 
ages out of theſe, producing each 15. 


During the above period, the mortcloth has been uſed 107 times, 9o of 
Which were for interments in this church-yard. There is a ſtone in the church- 
rd, bearing the ages of a father and mother, 2 ſons, a daughter-in-law, and 
5 grandchildren, amounting to 618, average 77 years; the oldeſt of whom was 
N, and the youngeſt 70. | 

| There is a remarkably diſtin& echo from the church to a ſmall <minence, 
779 yards directly E. of it, in the level of the gallery. 
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manſe was built much about the ſame time, and has oftey 
been repaired at a great expence. The Crown and the Marquis 
of Lothian both gave preſentations to each of the 4 laſt mini. 
ſters. The living conſiſts of 30 bolls of barley, 21 bolls 1 fiflot 
14 (tone of oatmeal, Tiviotdale meaſure +, and 3ol. 28. 244, 
Sterling in money“. The glebe, meaſuring 12 Engliſh acres, 
is worth about 141. There are 2 church-yards, one at the 
Kirk, and one at Plenderleith, about 4 miles S. of it; where, 
in all probability, there has been a reſiding vicar. The mini. 
ſter has alſo the privilege of turf, alternately, from z ſtock 
farms belonging to the Marquis of Lothian. A conliderable 
proportion of the inhabitants of this pariſh are conneQted 
with the diſſenting meetings in Jedburgh. 


School. The ſcholmaſter's ſalary is 5I. 118. IId., and he 
has 4l. 3s. 4d., intereſt of money moctified by Lady Vellet, 
for teaching poor children; 41. 15s. for collecting poor's rates; 
and, being clerk to the ſeſſion and heritors, 4d. for every te- 
giſtration and extract, and 18. 6d. for each proclamation, The 
ſchool is in general well attended. The wages are, 1s. pet 
quarter for Engliſh, 1s. 6d. for Engliſh and writing, and 33 
6d. for arithmetic. The higher branches are taught by agree 
ment. The above is the minimum legal ſalary of Scotland, 
and the ſchool wages are ſtill the original appointment. As 
the value of money is now ſo much ſunk, and as the wages of 
all the other claſſes are greatly increaſed, an augmentation of the 

{ſchoolmaſters 


The Tiviotdale boll of barley is 5 firlots, and of meal 16 flene. 


+ Beſides the above 'ipend, the former miniſters let in leaſe to the Duke df 
Roxburgh, during their reſpective incumbenc:es, the vicarage tithes of three 
ſtock farms, now let at 1cool., for a graſſum of 10001. Scotch, and an year 
ſeu-duty of Tol. Scotch. His Grace, wiſhing to convert the giaſſum and reit 
into an yearly Mipend, took no leaſe from the preſent incumbent ; and, it beg 
a point of law, it is now depending before the Court of Scion, 
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choolmaſters ſalaries, and ſchool fees, ſeems to be indiſ- 
penſibly neceſlary. 


Poor, In conſequence of a legal intimation of 10 free 
days, the heritors, tenants, and Kkirk-ſ:fſion hold meetings 
about the terms of Candlemas, Whitſunday, Lammas and 
Martinmas. Upon the day of meeting they chooſe a preſes ; 
after which their clerk reads the minutes of laſt ſederunt, 
when they proceed to the roll of the poor, conſider their cit- 
cumſtances individually, and appoint them correſponding ali- 
ments. The inrolled poor amount to 24 ; and the quarterly aſ- 
ſefſment for their relief is, at preſent, about 19]., being of late 
greatly increaſed, by the nigh prices of provitions, as well as 
by the advanced age, and growing infirmities of moſt of them. 
The higheſt yearly allowance for a ſingle perſon is 4 guineas, 
and for a frail old couple 61. 9s. But when any perſon is ſo 
circun.ſtanced as to require a nurſe, the heritors provide one. 
In order to their enrolment they muſt give inventories of their 
elfects, which become the legal property of the heritors, and 
are expoſcd to fale at their death. The heritors, ſteadily and 
uniformly, infiſt upon having theſe inventories, both for en- 
lvening their own induttry, and for ſtimulating their children 
and near relations to give them aid. It 1s much to be regret- 
ed, that a taſte for finery, inconſiſtent with their flation, pre- 
vents many from relieving their aged a d indigent parents, 
and other near relations, and expoſes them to want, upon the 
approach of fickneſs or old age; while, at the ſame time, it 
deprives them of a luxury, far ſuperior to that of ſuperfluous 
ornament, the GODLIKE PLEASURE of diſpelling grief, and 
COMMUNICATING HAPPINESS. The aſſeſſment is divided a- 
mongit the heritors, according to their valued rents; and the 
proportion which falls to each is paid, one half by the pro- 

983 prietor 
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prietor himſelf, and the other by his tenants, in proportion ta 
their real rents*. 


Heritors and Rents. —There are 7 heritors ; but only 2 re. 
fide. The valued rent of the pariſh is 14,1011, 10s. 8d. Scotch, 
and the real rent about 3, 60l. Sterling. The yearly rent of 
the arable land is from 10s. to upwards of 205. per acre, and 
of ſtock land from 3s. to 3s. 6d. per acre. Farms are rented 
from 4ol-. to about 600l, per annum. Two conſiderable flock 
farms are poſteſſed by tenants, who dp not reſide. 


Produce, Cattle, Proviſions, &c.—The pariſh contains fully 
20,500 Engliſh acres +, which are laid out, nearly, in the 
following manner : 

STATE OF AGRICULTURE IN SPRING 1993. 


Eng, Acres. Eng. Acre, 
In wheat, = - "THAI 6 Brought forward, 165; 
=— oats, '- - - » $820 lo paſture, = « +» 2h 
— barley, - - - 220 


— pa... . <=: 2340 Total, = - 200 
— turnips, - 3 140 i | 

— Potatoes, - — - 35 NUMBER OF CATTLE. 

— flax, » — - - 14 Horſes, - — — — 16t 
— ſown graſs, - 8 — 140 Cows, &c. — - -. 0 
r =" << -m . b. -.*  -1 


PRICES 


Dame Margaret Kerr, Lady Veſter, by her letters of mortification, dated 
ach November 1630. and 14th March 1638, cauſcd to be built a ſchool, and: 
ichoolmaſter's houſe, at Oxnam bridge end, and little dwelling houſes, for ac 
commodating 4 pcor people, commonly called alms houſes, at Oxnam Rawſoot; 
and likewiſe mortificd xoocl. Scotch, the annual rent of which being 4. 38. 46 
together with the weekly collections, is diſtributed, in ſmall proportions, amongk 
Zuch indigent poor as are not on the roll, 

+ There is no map of the pariſh, diſtin from Mr. Stobie's of the count)? 
but all the heritors, except one, have accurate plans of their eſtates. 


} The above calculationg were made from the quantity of ſeeds ſown, in the 
follow 2g 


thi 
Pu 
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PRICES OF GRAIN AND CATTLE. 


In 1763. J 1793. 


6 & „ 
Wheat, per boll, of 4 firlo ts - <- x 0 0 I 10 © 
0ats, per ditto, of 5 ditto, - - TEES. & } SER | a 
Barley, per ditto, of 5 ditto, — — - 0 13 4 2360 9 
Peaſe, per ditto, of 4 ditto, - - - — © 16 © 8-4-0 
Turnips, per Engliſh acre, - - - — 8 6 
Potatoes, per boll, of 5 firlots, = — - - 0.4 © 
Flax, per ſtone, of 24 lb., - - - - o It 6 
Calves, unfed, - - - — - - & EY 
Ditto, ſometimes fed to a - - — — 2 10 @ 
Black cattle, year-olds, - „ 118 © 
Ditto, two-year-olds, — - — - - 2 18 0 
Ditto, three-year-olds, = %%% I, 5 10 0 
Wedders ditto, - - = — - - o 10 9 10 
Ditto, two- year- olds, - - - - - 0 16 @ 
e ee : yo - - - 6---3& O 12 0 
f to — - o 10 0 oO 15 a 
PRICES OF WOOL, CYEESE, &c, 
White woof, per ſtone, of 24 Ib. Troy, - - 'S - BY BK. © 
Laid ditto, per ditto, „ 8 6 RW 
Ewe cheeſe, per ditto, - - - HE 2 os A. 
Cow ditto, — 3 — © — — 1 
Butter, in firkins, per ditto, . Se SM 
Freſh butter, per ſtone, of 24 02. per lb., FFF © IO 


Cultivation, 


following manner: It was ſuppoſed, that 4 firlots of oats were ſown on each 
Engliſh acre : The wheat aud peaſe were proportioned as 6 of oats to 4; and 
the barley as 10 of oats to 7: 84 firlots of potatoes plant an acre; and 19 lip» 
pies of lintſeed may be ſown on the ſame quantity of ground. 

** To prevent confuſion in the table, the higheſt prices of wool are here 
ſlated, White wool ſometimes ſold at 208., in 1792, and laid wool ſometimes 
© low as 16s—Wool is ſuppoſed to drop conſiderably this clip, 1793. 
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Cultivation, —The upper part of the pariſh, towards y, 
Engliſh Border, is ſound healthy ſtock land, but very ſtormy, 
the hills being high, and the valleys deep and narrow, Th, 
hills are moſtly green and fertile, with an intermixture gt 
heath, moſs, bent, ling, ſprat, &c. ; partly dry, and partly wg 
and marſhy. The arable land, in this part of the pariſh, is 
almoſt wholly laid into graſs. Towards the middle of the 
pariſh they raiſe rather more corn; but their principal de. 
pendence is upon ſtock. The land is inferior in quality, but 
not ſo ſtormy, as the Border hills. On the lower end of the 
pariſh, they depend more upon their crops than upon their 
flocks. Three {mall farms in this part of the pariſh keep ng 
ſheep at preſent, 


Improvements.— The ſtock land has been mueh improved 
of late, by draining the wet and marſhy grounds ; by plant. 
ing clumps of firs, for tells to ſhelter the flocks in ſtorms; 
and by incloſing ſome part of the lands contiguous to the farm 
houſes, for hay to the ſheep in ſevere winters and ſprings, 
For a number of years, excellent crops of turnips have been 
raiſed on the lower end of the pariſh, to which the ſoil, which 
is dry and gravelly, is well adapted. The lime uſed for thele, 
and for wheat, is brought, both from Tillſide on the E., and 
from Redwater on the 8. A cart load, of 5 bolls, coſts 128. 
and 5 loads are commonly ſpread upon an Engliſh acre. Tie 
general practice is to allow the ſheep to eat them upon the 
Held. Throughout the whole pariſh, potatoes are raiſed in ſuch 
quantities, as to become the principal food of the lower ranks 
of life for 8 months in the year. They are alſo uſed in feeding 
ſwine, horſes, poultry, &c. and ſome are ſold to the people on 
the fells, 


Sheep, 
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Sheep &. On the upper end of this, and of the neighbour- 
ing pariſhes bordering on Northumberland, the ſheep have been 
greatly improved of late, in ſhape, in weight, and in quality of 
wool, This has been effected, partly, by purchaſing tups 
from Northumberland, and other counties in England, or by 
purchaſing from, and exchanging them with each other; and 
partly, by adopting a different mode of breeding their tups. 
The farmers of the laſt generation took their tups out of the 
whole lock, when they cut their lambs ; whereas now, they 
ſelect a few of their beſt ewes, and ſuch as have the fineſt fleece, 
which they keep apart from the reſt of the flock, during the 
tupping ſeaſon, with a good fine woolled tup, procured as above; 
and out of the lambs bred from theſe, they chooſe their tup 
lumbs.— There is a good breed of horſes in the pariſh, and 
many preſer them, with a little blood, for long carriages, 


Commerce. The produce of the lands far exceeds the con- 
ſumption of the inhabitants. Part of the redundancy 1s ſold 
at Jedburgh, and part is manufactured at the mills of Swin« 
ide and Oxnam, and carried over the fells to the ſtockſmen 
and their herds. A. great quantity of cheeſe, of butter, and 
of veal is ſold at Jedburgh ; the eggs are carried weekly to 
Berwick, and the poultry, both there and to Edinburgh, by 
perſons who return loaded with ſalt, groceries, and other com- 


modities, for ſupplying the inhabitants, and merchants in Jed- 
burgh, 


Seed- Time and Harve/t.— Wheat is ſown from the middle 
to the cloſe of October; oats, peaſe, and flax, from the toth 
of March to the middle of April; barley, rye-graſs and clover, 
from the middle of April to that of May; potatoes are put in- 
to the ground during the ſame period; and turnips are drilled 
Wring the courſe of June and to the middle of July. The 

| harveſt 
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harveſt begins, for the moſt part, with September; the cott 
is all cut in 20 or 21 working days; and, in 5 or 6 after, j 
is generally ſecured in the barns, and barn-yards, except whey 
the ſeaſons prove cold and wet, 


Implements of Huſbandry.—There are "42 ploughs and (4 
carts in the pariſh, The old Scotch plough is entirely hi 
aſide, and the new conſtruction, with metal mould boards, uni. 
verſally adopted. Two ſtout horſes, driven by the plough. 
man, are quite ſufficient, except in a few inſtances, where; 
horſes are uſed, and a driver. Carts, of a light make, on 
wheels 4 feet 8 inches high, commonly ſtayed with iron at 
each corner, are uſed for coal and lime; and the long cart 
with rung and ſheth, for corn, peat and turf “. 


Wages, Tradeſmen are paid as follows: 


Joiners receive per day, without victuals, — Fe Lo 1 6 4 
Maſons, - - - — - - 4523 
Tailors, — — 5 * - - 0's 0-5 q 1 
Labourers, in ſummer, - - « - 4 o 1 ae 
in winter, - - - - - o ul 
A man, in harveſt, receives, till the crop be cut, with victuals, 1 7 onal! 
And a woman, during the ſame period, - - - x 1 0 clo 
Male ſervants, per annum, with board, You Wo 0 A f . 5 obr: 
Female ditto, ditto, - = +» N - - 3 10 on 
) to - — 4 10 0 par! 
tle 


Cottagers are taken bound to weed turnips, and make WW lon 
hay 12 days, at 3d. per day, with their maintenance, and on 
d BY 


* Before the introduction of carts, a clumſy unweildy carriage, upon 2 wheels, Wal 4 
drawn by 2 oxen, and 2, or ſometimes 4, horſes, called  wain, was uſed mere A 
for dragging dung to the fields, and bringing home corn, hay and wood. 
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to teap in harveſt without receiving any thing but their 
hoard; for which they poſſeſs a houſe and yard, have one 
or two dargs: of turf. or peat, which their maſters. bring 
home, and give them as much ground as the aſhes will 
cover for ſowing barley. They have likewiſe two lippies 
de lint-feed' ſown, and half a firlot of potatoes planted. 
 LidMTheir crop, when it is good, conſtitutes a great part of 
their living throughout the year; and, in that caſe, their 
houſes coſt them little. Hinds receive 8 bolls of oats, 2 bolls 
of barley, 1 boll of peaſe; a cow's graſs, and x1. 58. for ſheep, 
; ons the wages of their own labour; and are bouud to the ſame 
ſervitude with a cottager for their houſes, lint, potatoes, &c. 
The wages of herds are conſiderably higher than thoſe of hinds, 
ad differ according to the extent of their charge. They are 
pad with ſheep, and cows, which require a ſtock at beginning, 
ad ſubject them to frequent loſſes. 


Antiquities The only remains of antiquity are, a chapel 
it Plenderleith, 3 old forts, and a Roman cauſeway. The 
chief fortification is a tower at Dolphiſton, ſaid to have been 
bult by one DoLenvs, from whom it took its name. The 
walls are from 8 to 10 feet thick, built of hewn ſtone, and fo 
colely cemented with lime, that it is found more difficult to 
vain ſtones for building from it, than from a quarry. It 
las been extenſive, and divided into ſmall apartments by ſtone 
partitions. Several vaulted apertures are in the middle of 
tlie walls, large enough for a ſmall bed, and ſome of them fo 
long, as to be uſed by the tenants for holding their ladders. 
0" a riſing ground, a little to the 8. there is an area of a 
chain ſquare, which is ſaid to have been a watch tower or 
light houſe, and ſhows that Dolphiſton Tower had been uſed 
54 fort, or place of refuge. The tower on Moſsburuford 
ound, N. from Dolphiſton, which is nearly entire, is built and 

Vol. XI. Tt divided - 
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divided in the ſame manner, but far inferior in ſtrengthꝰ. T1, 
Roman road, or cauſeway, is the eaſtern boundary of the pariſy, 
and runs the whole length of it f. This ftreet has been trace 


to 


EOS 


% 


* The CaO Tower was built on a rock of ſome eminence, on the E. fd 
of Oxnam water, about 500 yards W. of the church. Within theſe 20 year, 
it was a place of the fame conſtruction with thoſe already mentioned, but much 
Nronger from its natural ſituation, being ſurrounded with water on three fide, 
In the memory of many now living, there was a pit in the middle of it, which 
is /aid to have been a road cut through the rock to the water, by which it wa 
ſupplied when beſieged. It is alſo ſaid to have been ſurrounded on the acceſſible 
fide, with a ſtrong wall, within which the inhabitants of the neighbourhood 
uſed to ſhut vp their cattle, to prevent the plunderers from carrying them off u 
the night. Anciently, the oppoſite bank of Oxnam water, on the W., was to- 
vered with wood, denominated beste, and is faid to have been the rendezrcu 
of the inhabitants, to oppoſe the Engliſh freebooters, when the watch word wa, 
a benwoody. A quarter of a mile to the W., on Millheugh-farm, there is a hi 
lock, called GALLALA-KNow, which is ſaid to have been uſed in the Border 
wars as a place of execution. Many buildings, ſimilar to thoſe deſcribed, ar 
feattered over the country, eſpecially on the Border, which were called jel, 
There is a tradition, that, during the animoſities between the two kingdoms, one 
of the principal bells, now upon the cathedral of Durham, was carried ſrom thi 
pariſh. Certaiti it is, that Oxnam is inſcribed upon it ; but whether it be the 
hame of this pariſh, or of the founder, is not determined. Some are of op 
nion, that as Oxnam was ſubject to the abbacy of Jedburgh, the Crag Towe: 
might be a religious houſe, and the bell is ſaid to have been hung upon it 
Before the union of England and Scotland, which ſeem deſtined, by their ſitu 
tion to conſtitute a mighty monarchy, among the military and turbulent Bu- 
derers, ſo little acquainted with the arts of peace, and fo averſe to induſlry ad 
labour, juſtice was ſeebly, irregulatly, and partially adminiſtered; and great q- 
preſſion and violence prevailed, when rapine was the only trade, and blooded 
often led the way to the ſucceſsful proſecution of it. By the interpoſal of de 
authority of both houſes of parliament, the reign of good laws is eſtablibes, 
tending, in an eminent degree, to form habits of order, induſtry, and virtue, 
increaſe the happineſs of individuals, to promote national proſperity, and to ith 
troduce a taſte for general improvement, throughout this, as well as other pa 
of the kivgdom, | 


+ A uumbcr of years ago, in a fic!d belonging to Cap-hope, on the N. " 
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The BY to Boroughbridge in Yorkſhire, and has its direction to the 
ih, Lothians by Boſwel's Green, where one of the largeſt fairs in 
el Scotland is annually held, on the 18th of July. 

to 


Roads, Formerly, the ſtatute labour, for county roads, 
from 20 to 22 feet broad, was levied from the number of men 
* and horſes, of late at 18. for a man, and 18. 6d. for a horſe. 
tan WY In conſequence of an application from the gentlemen of this 
whic WY county, a few years ago, an act of parliament was granted to 
it wa WY collect it from the tenants according to their valued rents, but 


2 not to exceed 10s. Sterling upon the Tool. Scotch. The 
e county is divided into four diſtricts, Fedburgh, Kelſo, Hawict, 


and Melro/e, and each of them has a conſtable for inſpecting 
the roads, and for ſeizing vagrants. Thongh theſe do not all 
collect to the full amount ſpecified in the act, yet it is found 


ar der to do fo in this diftri. of Jedburgh, on account of 
40 is being interſected by fewer public roads. A road is now 
- WY making, from H/ooden-burn Bridge, in the pariſh of Crailing, 
ns, 8 and Kaimburnfoot in this pariſh, connecting the great turn- 
__ pike roads from Kelſo to Hawick, and from Edinburgh, by 
4 oj Jedburgh, to Newcaftle. In order to complete it ſpeedily, ſome 
Tow public ſpirited gentlemen have taken out a caſh account, to 


be paid off every half year with the ſtatute money. Atten- 
tion has alſo been paid to other roads in the pariſh, whereby 
Tt2 communication 


of the pariſh, contiguous to the road, a head piece of plate iran, ſuppoſed to be 
Roman, was turned up by the plough, and is in the poſſeſſion of the preſent 
tenant, It weighs 14 Ib. avoirdupoiſe ; and, although a little waſted, could 
aever weigh 2 Ib. Its brim is an oval of 7.9 inches by 6.9, without any 
#dges, only bent forward about half an inch, before and on the fides like the 
brim of a pot. It is 5.9 inches deep, and the top is a very flat Gothic arch, 
19.2 inches long, jutted out before and behind. It is evidently hammereg, 
but has not the ſmalleſt appearance af any joining, In autumn 1797, a ſhilling 
of RozexT Bxvce was found at a garden in Newbigging, and was ſold ty 
Crone Cunnae, Eſq- advocate. | HI 
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communication is greatly facilitated. Not long ago, ſms! 
coal was brought from Ryecheſter, and great coal from Jt, 
on horſeback, but they are now brought in carts, which hay 
been univerſally adopted ſince the bettering of the roads, 


D:ſadvantages.-—One of the chief diſadvantages, the greateſt 
part of this pariſh labours under, is its diſtance from coil, 
which is (till, notwithſtanding, the cheapeſt fuel to thoſe who 
have horſes, but which poor people cannot afford to purchaſe, 
A. two-horſe cart-load of coal, from Ryecheſter, coſts 128. 6d, 
and one from Ital coſts about x4s. 6d. Though this parih 
abounds in excellent peats and turf, yet the moſt populou 
parts have no claim to them, and are but ſcantily ſupplie 
with turf, of far inferior quality, from a moor, once common, 
and which ſtill goes by that name. Another growing diſad- 
vantage is, the depopulation of the pariſh, by ſuffering the 
cottage houſes to fall into decay; whereby the country is de- 
prived of many uſeful members of ſociety, and the tenant of 
aid for carrying on his labours, eſpecially in harveſt, when be 
is overtaken by ſtorms, particularly of wind, which often do 
great and irreparable damage to the valuable productions of 
the year. 


General Character. The people are induftrious, ſober, and 
economical, and ſeem to have no inclination either for a mili- 
tary or a ſeafaring life. They are friendly to one another, 
and hoſpitable to ſtrangers. The labouring part ſupport thei 
families in a very decent manner, and give their children 8 
tolerable education, Even in 1783, when the penſions of the 
poor were doubled by the failure of crop 1782, no family i 
the pariſh ſolicited relief from the heritors, nor were ſupplied 
with proviſions, at reduced prices, as was the caſe in mau, 
other pariſhes. | bond 
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NUMBER XXVI. 


PARISH OF ROSEMARK IE. 


(County and Synod of Rofſi— Prefbytery of — 


By the Rev. Mr. AIEXANnER Woon, Miniſter. 


Name and Extent. 


HE. name of this pariſh was anciently ſpelled Roſſmariie, 

and ſometimes Roſemarkme, The moſt probable ac- 
count of the origin of the name is this: To the pariſh church, 
in former times, was annexed a ſteeple, in an elevated and 
conſpicuous ſtation, which being one of the ficſt objecta 
obſerved by mariners in coming up the Murray Frith, 
they would naturally ſay to one another, Mark ye Roſs !”? 
which, for the ſake of better ſound, was turned into Roſſ- 
markie. The extent of the pariſh, from E. to W., is about 
b miles i in length; and 3 miles in breadth, from S. to N. 


Situation, Soil, Climate, and Diſcaſer.—The kite of the 
pailh is very fine and pleaſant, as it riſes gradually from the 
lea; and the hills, both on the S. and N., are for the moſt part 

| arable, 
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arable, in ſummer eovered with verdure, and producing rich 
and early crops. The nature of the ſoil is various. Ty the 
neighbourhood of the town, where there is a large and beautify] 
flat, well cultivated, it is a fine black mould upon light gray, 


which, in moderately rainy ſeaſons, never fails to yield a luz. N 
uriant produce of barley and peaſe, which are the grain prin. part! 
cipally ſown here. In other parts of the pariſh, the lands lie Wl ehe 
generally on = deep clay bottom, producing oats in great 15 
abundance, that make excellent meal. As the country lies dry, WW '"s 
and has the benefit of fine ſea breezes, the air is pure and f. vill 
lubrious, ſo that few contagious diſtempers make their ay. the 
pearance, and when they do, their progreſs is quickly checkel, frell 
The ſmall-pox, that, in former times, uſed to make the greatet Wh/**! 
ravages, is now alleviated by inoculation, to which even the duce 
lower ranks of the people begin to be reconciled, In this ob 
pariſh, very few children have died of that diſtemper for th - 


laſt 20 years. 


Coaft, Shell Fiſh, and Caves. —The coaſt all along, between 


Roſemarkie and Cromarty, is bold and rocky. It abounds 
with romantic views, and frigh tful precipices. Alon g theſe " 
of 


the ivy creeps in ragged es, v where hawks and wild pigeons 
a 
* Low brow'd rocks hang nodding o'er the deep.” . WV 
cube 6 and lobſters are dragged from holes among the rocks, Ji ev 
with old corn hooks, by country women; and ſeals are often iſ aut 
ſeen on them, and otters ſhot, though not very numerous be 
There are likewiſe a variety of curious natural caves along if tin 
the ſhore, ſome of them very deep, and one that runs quite UN bel 
through the rock, for about 50 yards, affording an opes lab 
Paſſage to ſuch as wiſh to examine it. Some of theſe ba A 


of Roſemarkie. 335 


been uſed as a temporary lodging by fiſhers, when there was 
the YN + great run of herring, and others reſorted to by ſmugglers 
fn) WY ft places for concealing of their prohibited articles. | 


: ; 
8 Woods, Fiſheries, Ferry, &e.— Though large tracks of the 
"rin. pariſh were of old covered with wood, it had become quite 


e exhauſted. In the courſe of 20 years back, ſome conſider- 
able plantations of firs have been raiſed, which are very thriv- 
ing; and as the pariſh is but poorly ſupplied with moſs, theſe 
1 6, WW vill be = uſeful fund for fuel. There is a ſalmon fiſhing at 
the Point of Chanonry Neſs, where the fatmon are caught, 
kel be from the fea, in their higheſt perfection. About 40 
years ago, it was rented at a 100 merks Scotch. It now pro- 
laces Jol. Sterling. The Point here projects a good way in- 
to the ſea, and forms a fine curve, which makes it a beautiful 
object. It terminates the Links of Fortroſe, about an Eng- 
liſh mile in length, and ſmooth as a carpet. This is'fine ground 
for the golf, which is often played here by the gentlemen of the 
town and country. The Pornt is the fituation for the ferry- 
boat that paſſes to Fort- George; and ſo ſafe is the paſlage, 
that there is not an inſtance of any being loſt on it in memory 
of man. 


Agriculture, Produce, and Cattle. — The common Scotch 
plough is for the moſt part uſed in the pariſh ; but ſome 
farmers begin to prefer that with the feather ſock, as molt 
convenient, eſpecially for turning lee or meadow ground. The 
aumber of ploughs in the country and town is reckoned to 
de about 680. Theſe are commonly drawn by 6, and ſome- 
times 8 middle ſized, or rather ſmall oxen, which are found 


quite beſt adapted for ſteep or billy lands, and go through their 
open Wi kbour with much ſteadineſs. Small horſes are employed in 


tying manure, yoked in a fort of light ſledge, rolling on 
| * wooden 
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wooden wheels. But where the ground is tolorably ley, 
many farmers now begin to uſe coups,, drawn by a couple of 
oxen, which make the work. much cafier and more expedit. 
ous. Horſes are chiefly employed in cultivating the land 
about the burgh. The method. of ferming there, for time 
immemorial, has been remarkably uniform. It conſiſts of: 
conſtant ſucceſſion of barley ; and though the lands be ſeldon 
or never reſted, it 1s ſurpriſing how much they produce, bearing 
commonly fix or feven returns. When a quantity of ſea war 
and tangles are thrown aſhore (which often happens in a ſtorm), 
the farmers, in ſpring eſpecially, are very attentive in gather. 
ing it, and ſpreading it upon their lands; and they reckon it 
an excellent manure for a barley crop. They ſeldom take 
time to mix it in a compoſt dunghill, though that might better 
anſwer the purpoſe. Of late, they have begun to uſe the roll. 
er, which in light ſoil they. find to be an advantage. In the 
country part of the pariſh, the tenants are not ſo accuſtomed 
to raiſe green craps, but frequently ſow oats in the ſame fields 
for ſeveral years running, which renders them much leſs pro 
ductive. A large quantity of potatoes is raiſed here, of a ver 
free and ſweet. quality. Some of the farmers have'fiocks of 
ſheep, of a ſmall kind, which are paſtured on heath, and 
among whins and broom ; but their flocks are not numerous“ 


Improvement. Here it may not be amiſs to take notice d 
a ſmall improvement lately made by the miniſter of the parilh 
which, in ſimilar operations, may ſerve as an example au 
encouragement to others. Very near the. manſe, on the ide 
of the public road to Fortroſe, there was a lake, covering be. 


tween 3 and 4 acres, in winter filled with water, runnin 


down 


be prices of labour, ſervants ſees, and articles of provifion, are much tit 
ſame as in the neighbouring pariſhes. Moſt of them are nearly doubled 5:7 
the preſent miniſter was ſertled. 
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down from a hill above it, and kept in by a riſing ground on 
the fide contiguous to the King's highway, Owing to this, 
it was, in the middle, at leaſt four feet deep; and a ſmall 
boat has been ſeen paddling through it, with perſons in 
queſt of wild ducks. By the ſtagnation of the water in 
the heat of ſummer, and the ſteeping of lint by the people 
(which raiſed a moſt diſagreeable and unwholeſome ſmell), 
it was often an intolerable nuiſance, Many ſchemes had 
been formed for draining it, but they were generally thought 
impracticable. However, the writer of this, conſidering that 
his glebe, which lay directly oppoſite to it, on the other ſide of 


the road, was upon a bank of gravel, (having firſt taken a feu 


of it from the town, at a reaſonable feu-duty), determined to 
cut a very deep drain acroſs the road into his glebe, ſo as to 
command the level of the water (which required about 14 feet 
indepth), and then to let it off by degrees, in hopes the gravel 
bank might ſwallow it. The experiment anſwered his expeQa- 
tion; and, in the courſe of leſs than a month, there was not a 
drop left in it. He then cut a wide and deep ditch by the 
fide of it, to receive the water as it fell from the hills; and, 
beſides a number of croſs drains, filled with ſtones, he dug 
under ground an open drain, faced with ſtone and covered with 
flags, communicating with the bottom of the ditch, and convey- 
ing the water, for more than 1 50 yards, into the bank of chingle, 
where it inks, and never more appears. Sometimes, indeed, 
on a ſudden thaw, or a violent ruſh from the hills, the drain 
cannot immediately command the water, and ſo it breaks out 
upon the ſurface ; but in a ſhort tract of fair weather it goes 
down, and leaves a ſlime, which ſerves to enrich the ſoil. 
Theſe operations were attended with confiderable expence; 
but the ſucceſs has amply repaid it. From a ſingle boll of 
Eſſex oats, ſown here in 1789, in ſcarce an acre and a half, 
there were actually reaped 22 bolls and 2 firlots, a very ex- 


traordinary return, The ſtalks in many parts were from 6 to 
Vol. XI. U u 
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7 feet long. Laſt ſeaſon a part of it was laid down with large 
gloſſy black oats, from a farm in Aberdeenſhire“; and though 
the ſeed happened to arrive rather too late, it produced a goog 
return. This ſpecies of black oats is a new grain in this coun. 
try, but they are ſaid to meal remarkably well, and a fey 
bolls of them have been circulated to give them a fair trial, 
It is hoped the length of this article will be excuſcd, as it 
may incite others to make the like uſeful experiments, 


Population. — An exact enumeration of the inhabitants of 
the pariſh was made out laſt ſpring. From the loſs of ſome of 
the old regiſters, and the negligence of the people in regiſter: 
ing the births of their children, the baptiſms cannot be (tated 
with perſect accuracy. No regiſter of burials has been kept 
in the pariſh; but as its ſituation is uncommonly healthy +, theſe 
rather fall below the ordinary proportion. In moſt years, the 
births of males and females are nearly equal ; but upon tlie 
whole, the males are moſt numerous. All the inhabitants are 
of the Eſtabliſhed Church, excepting one or two families in 
the town of Chanonry, who are of the Epiſcopal perſuaſion. 


The ftatement, therefore, for 1793, ſtands thus: 


Number of examinable perſons}, - - - . ich) 
ſouls at and below 7 years of age, - - - 193 

Total number of inhabitants, - - - - 1262 
The return to Dr. Webſter, in 1755, was - - - 1140 
Increaſe, - - — 1:4 


The town of Chanonry contains, 445 
The town of Roſemarkie, - 296 - - - 1265 
The country part of the pariſh, —— +» 521 


Annual 


* Viz, Moxx$91Lr, a farm belonging to Dr. Anver30N, Editor of the Der, 
who, in an eſſay on the different ſpecies of oats, ſtrongly recommends theſe 


black oats as of excellent quality, which was the reaſon of ſending for thew- 


In the memory of the preſent miniſter, within little more than 20 years, 12 
: | . . * . s * . 5 . 1 ; 


petſon; 
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"ge Annu average of births, - 34 Tailors, 4 2 AY 
ha — — matriages, 7 Maſons, $ * R 
00d Proprietors, great and ſmall; - 22 Glovers, . F- 2 

Merchants in the towns, — 7 SmitHK, - oth 9 
* gboemakers and their apprentices *, 32 Butchers, 4 4 5 
few Weavers and their apprentices*, 35 Writer, £ < 1 
ial, WW Sare-wrights, 4 Teachers, p a 27 
$ It Millwrights, - = * 2 Miniſter, — - 42 1 


Heritors and Rents.— The principal beritors are, Alexander 
> of BN Rofs, Eſq. of Cromarty; the heirs of Abraham Leſly, Eſq. 
© of of Findracy ; Sir Roderick M*Kenzie of Scalwell, Bart.; And- 
tew Millar of Kineurdy; Roderick MKenzie of Flowerburn; 
and about the burgh, Seaforth, the heirs of the late Sir Alex. 
inder Grant of Dalvey, Bart.; Duncan Forbes of Wellfield, 
ind about 14 other ſmall heritors, who are poſſeſſed of burgage 
lands and tenements. None of the principal heritors reſide in 
the patiſi, The total valued rent is 37531: 13s. 4d. Scotch; 
the real rent is about 1350 bolls of grain, and above zool. 
Sterling in money. About the burgh, lands are rented from 

ä Uu 2 30s. 
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perſons have died in the pariſh, aged 90 and upwards; 3 are now living go years 


101 vid, and about 30 between 70 and 80. One vigorous old man of 87 put off 
nah ts wig laſt year, and has now a ſet of venerable grey locks. He was in Edin- 
winks burygh at the Kariging of Captain Porteous, which, he ſays, he well deſerved, as a 

1:4 ivcet-heart of his was wounded by the firing. 
=D elt has been remarked, that for ages paſt, the greater part of the inhabit- 

nts, of the lower claſs, in Chanonry, have been ſhoemakers, and, in Roſemarkie, 
EO weavers; and they commonly train their children to the ſame occupations. The 
ſicemakers not only furniſh ſhoes for the pariſh, but carry a parcel weekly for 
Ber, le to Inverneſs, though they complain that the tanners enjoy almoſt all their 
theſe profits, The weavers are conftantly employed in working linen, a conſiderable 
= quantity of which is ſold at the two annual fairs, which circulates a good deal 
oi money in the place. They raiſe and manufacture the flax themſelves from 


which the linen is made. 
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39s. to 408. per acre (though not incloſed); and in the coun. t has 
try, good arable ground draws from 1 5s. to 208. it was 


Burgb.— The town of RosEMARK TE, though not large, i 
of conſiderable antiquity. It was erected into a royal burgh Wl Cai 
by Alexander King of Scotland ;—which of them is not ſpeci. Now. 
fied, but it was probably Alexander II. About a mile tg 
the W. of it, ſtands the town of Chanonry, ſo called from its in bi 
being the chanonry of Roſs, where the biſhop formerly ha4 Wi 
his refidence, and which is now the preſbytery ſeat. It was 
united to the burgh of Roſemarkie, by a charter granted by 
King James II. anno 1444, under the common name of Fort. Way + 
roſs, now ſoftened into Fortroſe ; which charter was ratified {Wſdeler 
by King James VI., anno 1592, and confirmed in a ſtill more Mund. 
ample form, by the ſame monarch, in the year 1612. Theſe be f. 
charters bear, that it was to be © entitled to all the privileges, 
« liberties and immunities, granted to the town of Inverneſs,” 
Fortroſe is then ſpoken of, as a town flouriſhing in the arts 
and ſciences, having been at that time the ſeat of divinity, lay 
and phyſic, in this corner of the kingdom“. 


Court Hill. Above Roſemarkie there F; a circular hill, 


quite level on the top, which ſeems to have been artificial, . 
: I 


* About 6 years ago, a parcel of ſilver coins were found in a ſmall caimod Bi. . 
ſtones, in a moor, about a mile from Roſemarkie. They were moſtly ſhilling 
of Queen Elizabeth, with a mixture of other coins, and particularly ſome beau. pull 
tiful ones of James I. and Charles I. of different ſizes. It is probable they were 
depoſited thete in the time of the civil war, and may have been brought to the ther 
country by the gallant Marquis of Montroſe, or ſome of his followers. Mel: ible 
of them are in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Wood, the miniſter of the pariſh. About Wii pr 
200 more ſilver coins were ſound lately, in a maſſy copper jug of an antique for 
form, in digging up the foundation of an old houſe at Chanonry. They were the 
coined in the reign of Robert King of Scots, and are nearly of the fize of a Britiſ be 
ſhilling. "ON 
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in. has been always called the Court Hill. In ancient timea, 
+ was probably the place where courts were held, for the ad- 
niniſtration of juſtice. 


Cathedral, Cc. Only a ſmall part of the ancient cathedral * 
ci. Wow remains. This ſeems to have been a wing that ran from E. 
» to Wo W., with an arched roof, about 100 feet in length, and 30 
its Win breadth. It had a communication, by entries or porches, 
bad rich the main body of the cathedral. It was preſerved and 
was {lrepaired, by ſome of the biſhops, fince the Reſtoration, as a 
by ice for public worſhip; but now it has gone much to de- 
rt. Nay t; and as the roof is in danger of falling in, it is quite 
fied aeſerted. It is ſtill uſed as a burial place by the M*Kenzies, 
jore Wand other old families in this country. No inſcriptions are to 
heſe de found about it worth notice, excepting one on a large old 
ges, 3 bell, 


* | 
b. Though the Biſhop of Roſs was originally ſtyled Epiſcopus Roſmarkienfs, 


the cathedral church ſtood in the town of Cuanoxkry, in a ſpacious ſquare. 
law Here the biſhop reſided, with a number of his clergy ; ſo that there is ſcarce a 
douſe in the burgh, of any great value, but was formerly a manſe belonging to 
ame of the chapter, as appears by the ancient charters and infeftments. The 
epiſcopal ſee was founded by David I. king of Scotland ; but there is no certain 


clal, de one, with a lofty ſteeple. Biſhop Leſlie alſo takes notice of the palace, 


It which ſtood at a little diſtance from the houſes of the canons ; and he repreſents 

it, in his time, as a ſplendid and magnificent building. 
Bo ft is highly probable, that this cathedral, at the Reformation, had ſuffered 
ling tle fate of many others, though it be a current tradition in the place, that the 
Wo. eiter part of it, together with the biſhop's palace, already mentioned, was 
— piled down in the time of Oliver Cromwell. By his order, the ſtones were 
arried by fea to Inverneſs, about the diſtance of 8 miles, for erecting a fort 
1 J ttere, called Cromwe!?s Fort, whereof the ditch and ramparts are ſtill diſcern- 
1 ble. No chartulary belonging to the biſhopric has been found in Scotland. It 


b probable that Leſly, the laſt Popiſh biſhop of Roſs, and the zealous advocate 
vr the unfortunate Queen Mary, when he was forced to go abroad, carried all 
de writs of the dioceſe with him, either to France, or to Bruſſels, where 


« died; and where theſe parchments may ſtill be mouldering in duſt ane 
ſalitude. 


iccount at what period the cathedral was built, though it is ſaid to have been a 
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bell, now hung in a ſmall modern ſpire: It bears the nan 
of Mr. Txomas Tvrrocn, as biſhop of Roſs, and declate 
the bell to have been dedicated to the moſt holy Marr a 
« the bleſſed Boxtrack “, Anno Domyny 1460.“ There ar 
ſome ſtone coffins in niches + by the infide of the wall, with 
figures of the biſhops in their canonicals, elegantly ent h. 
ſtone ; but they are much defaced by time, and no name qt 
year is to be ſeen on them. In the direction of the main body 
of the cathedral at the E., and detached from its remains, 
ſands a houſe that was probably the veſtry. It contains: 
vault below, with a ſtrong arched roof, now converted into: 


priſo t; j Her 

aler1] 

The favourite ſaint and patron of the place, by every ancient monument, ir 26 
appears to have been St. Boniface. This is quite a different perſon from 9. 1 K 
Boniface, archbiſhop of Mentz, conſecrated by Pope Gregory IL, and errone. = 
ouſly ſuppoſed, by ſome of bur Scotch writers, to be the ſame with the other, (See 


The hiſtory of our ſaint, according to tradition, is ſimply this. In the yer 
693, or, as others ſay, about the year 697, Boniface, an Italian, a grave and Ch 
venerable perſon, came to Scotland, to make up our acquaintance with the 
church of Rome. He built, to the memory of St. Peter, a church where he 
landed, at the mouth of a little water, betwixt the ſhires of Angus and Mearns; 
erected another church at Felin, a third at Reſtennoth, and a fourth at Robe. boy 
markie ; where, being taken with the pleaſaritneſs of the place, lie thought it 
to refide, and was buried there. Biſhop Leſly ſpeaks of Roſemarkie as deco- 
rated with the relicts of the ſaint, and the very ancient ſepulchres and monu- 
ments of him and his parents; whence it would ſeein, that he had brought bs 
parents from Italy with him, in this pious expedition. df th 


7 Befides this famous ſaint, tradition reports, that there was buried in thi 
place a Daniſh chief, of a large ſize, who fell in a battle fought in the Mul vile 
Buy, an extenſive moot about 3 miles diſtant. There are, indeed , evident marks ih. 
of graves and battles; and ſome huge piles of ſtones, in digging among which, 
ſeveral ſtone coffins have been diſcovered. In this moor, it is probable, the it 
habitants of the country fought the Danes, after they had landed at Cromar. 
In the church-yard, too, lies the body of Andrew Murray, a very brave a 
regent of the kingdom in the reign of David II., who, after defeating the Fry: 
liſh in many battlcs, and quieting the ſtate of the nation (according to Buchan 
having gone to the north, to take a view of his poſſeſllons there, died in! 3b 
and was buried at Roſemarkie. 
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priſon ; and the upper part of it, lately repaired, is the Coun 
ol Chamber of the burgh. 

From the traditional account of St. Boniface annexed, there 
ground to think, the preſent pariſh church had its foundation 
vid. by him. In repairing it, anno 1735, in a vault, under 
very ancient ſteeple, there were found ſome {tone coffins of 
de workmanſhip, one of which might probably contain the 
bones of this venerable apoſtle, To perpetuate his memory, 
ce have here an annual market, called ST. Bonrracet Fam, 
id a well of excellent water is alſo diſtinguiſhed by his name. 
Ny, what is ſtill more, the ſeal of the old cathedral is yet 
weferved, and uſed as the public ſeal of the burgh, with this 
ſcription, in Saxon characters,  SCAPITULI SCOA.* PETRI 
Fr BONEFACIT DE ROSMARKIN, St. Peter ſtands on it with 
bis keys, and Boniface with his crook, in capital order. 


(Se the Copperplate, fronting page 313.) 


Church, Sc. — The miniſter's ſtipend is 6 chalders and 8 
jolls of bear, and 3 chalders of meal. But with reſpect to 
de payment of it, there are ſome things a little uncommon. 
bove 2 chalders are drawn in teind ſbeaves, or in kind, from 
te lands about the burgh, which, when the decreet of locality 
nas paſſed in 1716, was beneficial to the incumbent ; but the 
nauts, for many years, having turned at leaſt a fourth part 
the lands into potatoes and graſs, (from which the miniſter 
reives nothing), his living is thus diminiſhed. He has like- 
File, on account of theſe drawn teinds, a valuation in the pa- 
ih of 1941. Scotch, by which he pays ceſs, and is burdened 
Fith a proportion of the expence of kirk and manſe, and 
wolmaſter's ſalary. This he reckons a hardſhip ; and as 
te drawing of the teind from the fields is very troubleſome 
nd diſagreeable, for this and other reaſons, he has been ob- 


liged 


* This ſeems to be a contraQion fer SancTorvy. 
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liged to apply to the Court of Seſſion, to have theſe teins 
paid in another manner, and his living put upon a better u 
more certain footing than it now is 1. Kenneth MKenzie 
Eſq. of Cromarty, is reckoned patron of the pariſh, Tue 
preſent manſe was built in 1756, on a riſing ground, direg} 
oppoſite to Fort George; and commands a fine extenfin 
proſpect of the Murray Frith, Inverneſs, Nairn, and the a 
jacent country. It is juſt about to be repaired ; and is far 
rounded with the glebe, conſiſting of about 4 Scotch acres, Thy 
church ſtands about a quarter of a mile diſtant, in the to 
of Roſemarkie, on a dry bank of ſand, near the ſea ſho 
It was built upon the old plan, uncommonly long and narroy 
which is very diſagreeable to the preacher ; but when thy 
preſent roof fails, it is hoped the heritors will have it 
built, in a more proper and commodious form. 


Poor. The liſt of the poor in the pariſh is above 60. l 
this, however, are included a good number, who, though ablet 
work for themſelves, receive ſmall annual ſupplies, eſpecial 
when they are known to have young families. Theſe thx 
miniſter and kirk-ſefſion endeayour to proportion to their re 
neceſſities. Few or none of them travel about to ſeek char 
in other pariſhes. The fund for their ſupport ariſes from 
weekly collections in the church, which may amount, throug 


| 
out the year, to between Sl. and ꝗl., and a ſmall capital 4 
above acol., laid out at intereſt, with ſome rents of ſeats i A 
the church. In the late hard years they were forced to 2g 
croach upon their capital, for the ſubſiſtence, not only of tran i; 


ordinary poor, but of many other families, then reduced 
very ſtraitened circumſtances, Beſides this, there are 
| mor tificatiot 


+ The preſent miniſter ſucceeded his father in 1775. He has 10 cht 
4 ſons and 6 davghters, 
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mortifications for the poor of Chanonry; the one by BARBARA 
MKENZzIA Counteſs of Seaforth, anno 1689, of 17 bolls a 
frlots land rent, under the adminiſtration of the miniſters of 
Roſemarkie and Avoch; and the other of 27 bolls, from ſome 
lands diſponed by Biithop PaTERSow, and others purchaſed 
with money mortified by Sir ALExanneR M KENZzIE of Coul, 
whereof the magiſtrates are adminiſtrators. Tueſe are no 
doubt uſeful, but would be much more fo, had they been deſ- 
tined, or could they be regulated, fo as to operate as an incite- 
ment and reward to induſtry, Joux FowLEr, Eſq. a native 
of this place, who died laſt year in Jamaica, has alſs bequeath» 
ed 1001. to the poor, and 100 guineas to the academy. 


ACADEMF.— The origin of this inſtitution is a little Kngular, 1 
and will require a particular detail, In the year 1699, TwoMas 
FoxBEs, bathe of Fortroſe, who ſeems to have been a good 
and pious man, mortified (ſunk) a bond of 1800 merks Scotch, 
or tool. Sterling, for a ſalary to a catechiſt and examiner of | 
the inhabitants ; until, by the charitable donations of others, 1 
ſuch a ſum might be contributed, as might produce an annual 
ſtipend for a miniſter of the Eſtabliſhed Church, ſerving the 
cure in that burgh. This bond was granted to him by IsoBEL 
Counteſs of SEAFORTA; and, in the deed of mortification, the 
miniſters of Roſemarkie and Avoch, are left ſole adminiſtra- 
tors of the fund; John Dallas and Hugh Baillie, then writers 
in Fortroſe, having been nominated during their lifetime only. 
At what time this money was firſt received, or how it was 
applied for many years, there is no evidence to be found. It 
i; certain, however, that the mortification was much neglected, 
and in danger of being entirely loſt. Its recovery was greatly 
owing to the exertions of Mr. ALEZANDER Rar, miniſter of 
Avoch, with the aſfiſtance of Mr. Nicol. SPENCE, then agent 
for the church, who were forced to raiſe a proceſs againſt thoſe 
Var. XI, | XX principally 


| 
' 
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principally concerned in it, which began in 1717, and con, 
tinued till 1731; when they recovered what they could, and 
got the money ſettled to bear intereſt. On the death of Mr, 
Ray, in 1735, the fund fell chiefly under the management of 
Mr. Jon Woop, late miniſter of Roſemarkie, who beſtowed 
on it the utmoſt attention; and, notwithſtanding ſome misfor. 
tunes, to which all human affairs are liable, by the power of 
accumulation, and the care of the adminiſtrators, in laying it 
out to the beſt advantage, it is now brought up to a capital of 
about 20001. Sterling. And, fince the year 1746, a ſmall (a 
lary of 3os. yearly has been alſo _ ſrom it, to a catechiſ 
in the town of Fortroſe. 

The preſent adminiſtrators, Mr. Alexander Wood, miniſter 
of Roſemarkie, and Mc. James Smith, miniſter o Avoch, find. 
ing the fund in fo thriving a ſtate, from their own attentiog 
to it, as well as the fidelity and diligence of their predeceſſors, 
began to think in what manner they might apply it to the 


moiſt uſeful purpoſe. With a view to this, it occured to them, , 
that it could not be employed better than in the eſtabliſhment WW Fr: 
of an academy at Fortroſe. To this they were invited much ef 
by the healthy ſituation of the place, free from temptations WW He 
to vice, and abounding with many fine walks and places of of 
exerciſe for the ſtudents. They ſaw likewiſe, that this could M. 
be effected, ſo as fully to anſwer the intention of the pious Wil rad 
donor, and to be productive of the beſt effects to the community. Wi Bri 
This inſtitution has been accordingly formed. With the al Wi tle: 
of a liberal ſubſciption from the gentlemen of this county, aud fac 
many others, (to the amount of above 609]. Sterling), the | 
adminiſtrators purchaſed a new houſe and garden, in a ve! ple 
agreeable part of the town, commanding a moſt pleaſant pro- tm: 
ſpe& ; and have built another houſe in the ſame ſquare, win the 
excellent rooms for teaching, and other accommodations. One Wil pu 
of theſe houſes is deſtined for the rector, and the other for the tin 


teacher 


er 
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becher of mathematics; and both are very fit for lodging 
boarde rs. 

In this buſineſs, the adminiſtrators are happy in having 
the aſſiſtance and ſupport of ſeveral very reſpectable gentle- 


men of the county of Roſs; who are named Y7fitors of the Aca- 
demy, to obſerve that the regulations be properly attended to; 


and each of theſe has the privilege of ſending to it any young 


man they pleaſe, to be educated without paying fees to the 
maſtets. The inſtitution is yet in its infancy ; but, from a 
nariety of circumſtances, there is little doubt of its ſaceeſs. A 
finer or healthier ſituation for ſuch a ſeminary, is not to be found 
in Scotland; and; as there is now a very frequent intercourſe 
by trading veſſels, this affords a cheap and eaſy conveyance 
to Fortroſe from London, Leith, and other principal ſea ports; 
and ſtudents who attend here, among many other advantages 
in point of health; may have the benefit of excellent ſea 
bathing. 

The preſent viſitors ate, Sir Hector Munro of Novar, K. B.; 
Francis Humberſton M*Kenzie of Seaforth ; Sir Hugh Munro 
of Fowlis, Bart.; Sir Charles Roſs of Balnagown, Bart.; Sir 
Hector M*Kenzie of Gairloch, Bart.; Donald M*Leod, Eſq. 
of Geanies, ſherriff-depute of Roſs and Cromarty ; Charles 
MKenzie, Eſq. of Kilcoy; Kenneth Murchiſon, Eſq. of Tar- 
ndale; David Urquhart, Eſq. of Braelangwell; and Robert 
Bruce Eneas M*Leod, Eſq. of Cadboll. To theſe, other gen- 
tlemen will be added from time to time, who prove bene- 
actors to the academy. 

The adminiſtrators will require about 3ool. more, to com- 
plete their plan, in finiſhing the buildings, purchaſing mathe- 
matical inftruments, and making up a decent library, which 
they hope yet to be ſupplied with by the liberality of the 
public. They find that this buſineſs occupies much of their 
time; and has been attended with no ſmall perſonal trouble; 

X22 but 
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old caſtle belonging to the Earl of Seaforth, and lies interred it 
the tomb of that family in the cathedral. And Dr. Jas 


but this they will not regret, if it turn out, as they expect f 
the general utility, The rector teaches the Greek, Latin 
Engliſh and French languages ; the ſecond maſter, arithmez, 
book-keeping, geography, all the branches of mathematics, m. 
vigation, perſpective drawing, &c.; and a third maſter is em. 
ployed for initiating children in the elements of the Latin ul 
Engliſh languages, writing and arithmetic. 


Language. lt is fomewhat remarkable, that in this, 2 
well as the neighbouring pariſhes of Cromarty and Avoch, 
the miniſters: preach only in Engliſh, which is the common 
language of the people; and it has been remarked by travel. 
lers, that even the lower ſort of them pronounce it with eſe 
and propriety. In this pariſh, no Gaelic is to be found, but 
among a few fervants who come from the Highlands ; and 
they ſoon acquire the Engliſh by their reſidence here. From 
this, it ſhould ſeem, that theſe pariſhes were not originally 
peopled with natives of theſe northern regions, but by perſons 
who came by ſea'to ſettle here, invited by the pleaſantnes 
and fertility of the country. Among theſe, there has pro- 
bably been a-mixture of Danes. 


Eminent” Men.—Sir Gonor MKExzt of Roſehavgh, thit 
eminent ſtateſman and able lawyer, paſſed a part of bis time 
at Fortroſe, and had a particular attachment to it, on account 
of its delightful walks and proſpects. Dt. Gzoxos MKV 
ZIE, too, the laborious compiler of © the Lives of the mol 
eminent Writers of the Scotch Nation,” refided here, in at 


M'Kenzix, who writes © the Art of preſerving Health,“ is faid 
to have been for ſome time employed in teaching the grammar 
ſchook of the burgh. | 
88 5 | Diſadvantagt% 
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Diſadvantages. —lt is to be regretted, that the ſtate of im- 
wovement, in this and the neighbouring pariſhes, is ſtill ſo 
ar bebind, thongh moſt of the heritors have ſet a good ex- 
wiple to their tenants. This proceeds from different cauſes. 
The principal one is the want of leaſes, ſufficiently long to 
meourage the people to improve their farms. What induce- 
nent can a farmer have, to be at any extraordinary. pains in 
improving his , offeſſion, by incloſing, raiſing turnips, ſown 
graſs, &c. when, at the expiration of a ſhort tack, he muſt 
tither pay an additional rent, or be deprived of all the fruits 
of his toil and induſtry? Another ſerious grievance, to the 
farmer, is the ſcarcity of ſervants, and the increaſe of their 


eaſe es. The young fellows, for the moſt part, either go into 
but de army, or travel to the ſouth, where they meet with better 
and Wi living, and higher wages. It is certain, however, that every 
ron WW nan has naturally a ſtrong attachment to his native place, 
ally Wi which makes him very unwilling to abandon it. Surely, 
ons BW then, it muſt be the intereſt of all concerned, to induce the 
wel people to remain at home, by every reaſonable encouragement. 
pro- This will always be found the moſt effe tual method. 


Circumſtances attending the Scaroity in 2782-3. In this coun- 
tut ny, the crops in a great meaſure failed in 1782 and 1783, which 
ime I vere remarkably hard for the farmers. Yet none here, at 
it wat time, were ſuppoſed to have died of real famine. The 
bite peaſe and other grain from England, on the event of 
nal Wi the peace, afforded a moſt ſeaſonable ſupply to many poor fa- 
n lies, One thing remarkable was, that in theſe years, ſevere 
dia they were, fewer were ſick among the pariſhioners, than have 
ves Wh been obſerved before or fince ; which may in a great meaſure 
ſaid BY de attributed, to their being unable to ſpend their money in 
war Wi finking ſpiritous liquors, and thus being obliged to live 
bberly. Augther good effect proceeded alſo from this tem- 

yorary 


gets 
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porary ſcarcity ;—that various kinds of grain having * 
then imported, from England and other countries, they werl 
ſown in various ſoils, and on different farms ; and according 
to the goodneſs of the produce, they were preſerved and con. 
tinued in the country. The early oats were particularly gif, 
tinguiſhed, which, upon late farms, are found to be of the 
| greateſt benefit. This has rendered thoſe farms far more yy 
luable than they were formerly. 


Farming Society. —It gives pleaſure to the writer of this, U 
obſerve, that within theſe few months, a ſociety has bel 
formed, under the name of the Roſsſhire Farming Society, 
which he and ſome other clergymen are members, that pro. 
miſes to be of ſervice to the county. It confiſts already of 
above 50 members, who have contributed a ſum of money 
for the public benefit; and as it is propoſed to branch it out 


into ſeveral committees, it will probably prove more exten. 0 

fively uſeful. In a little time, it may excite a ſpirit of emu- lay, 

lation among the practical farmers, who will thus have an % 

opportunity of communicating to one another their obſeryz their 

tions and experiments, which may be the means of introducing e 
valuable improvements. Now that the duty is taken off the * 

9 


coals imported to the north, this will tend much to forward 
the views of the ſociety, and facilitate the operations of the 
farmers 


Propoſed Improvements The pariſh of Roſemarkie is er- 
ceedingly well ſituated, for a manufacture of coarſe linens or 
Oſaaburghs, which might be carried on here to great advan" 
tage. To this branch the inhabitanss are already much ac- 
euſtomed. The price of ſpinning is cheap; on which ac 
count flax and tow are broughtghere from Aberdeen, to be 


given out to ſpin, and the yarn returned by the merchants te 
their 
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heir correſpondents, being allowed a certain rate for commiſ- 
on. A good deal of flax is raiſed in the pariſh, which would 
no doubt be increaſed, but for want of a lint mill to dreſs it. 
t would be of conſiderable ſervice to the people, to have a pro- 
er one erected, by encouragement from the truſtees for im- 
fel ovements and manufactures, or by any of the proprietors. | 


Ale- Houſes, There is every reaſon to complain of the 

zumber of obſcure tippling houſes, in this as well as the ad- 

s, U cent pariſhes. Theſe have the moſt baneful effects in injur- 

bees Wing the health, waſting the ſubſtance, and debauching the mo- 

5, of" of the people. Many, by haunting them too often, bring 

au on themſelves and their families. It is much to be wiſh- 

ed, that fome effectual courſe were deviſed and put in execu- 
oner don to cruſh them. g 


den: Cbaracicr.— The miniſter, however, has the ſatis faction to 
my 7: that the inhabitants of the pariſh, in general, eſpecially 
e u boſe of the better ſort, are ſober and induſtrious, moderate it, 
oa; Weir principles, and decent in their conduct; and free from thoſe 
cing contraſted notions and religious prejudices, which are ftill fo 
* the prevalent in more northern pariſhes, and ſome other parts of 
ua odand. 


ex- | | NUMBER 
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PARISH OF DENINo, iſ. 

niot 

(County and Synod of Fife—-Preſbytery of St. Andrew, dib! 
diff 

the 

By Mr. William WEsT, Seien Clerk and Schoolmajyr, * 

8 

diſt 

| dre: 

cir 

Origin of the Name. tha 

OME perſons, little leſs fanciful, perhaps, than intelligent ] 
think that Denino derives its origin from the Gael bp 

word Dunynacb, whoſe firſt conſtituent ſignifies a Bill, and i par 
two laſt young women. This feminine original ſeems, in tei en 
judgments, to be deducible from the apparent ſimilitude of ti wh 
Gaelic word to the name Denzng. They infer, theretore, th nit 
Denino and the Hill of Virgias are terms perfectly equivales ſpe 
But times, and manners too, are doubtleſs much changed ne or 


the primary impoſition of this ſo very pure and endearin 
title of our pariſh. Unfortunately, there is not the leaſt ci 
cumſtance, either in tradition or record, tending to eſtablil 
the authenticity of this derivation. Indeed no circum{tand 
appears ſo deciſive of the matter as the local ſituation of Dei 
no. The fimple conſideration of its ſtanding in the immedi 
vicinity of a large and deep den, where, ip right oppoſition i 
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it, two huge rocks ſeem to threaten an embrace over the per- 
ennial ſtream below, appears to have naturally ſuggeſted the 
name, Denino; or, in other words, the Village on the Den. 
And, when it is further known, that, unleſs in cafes of inac- 
curacy, or of inadvertency, the ancient and modern ortho- 


nion, with regard to its original, muſt appear the more cre. 
üble. The firſt ſyllable of the word being attended with no 
difficulty, by only admitting a common tranſpoſition, as to 
the two remaining ones, Denino and the Village on THE Dex, 
will appear plainly ſynonymous. 


Situation and Extent.—The pariſh lies among the eaſtern 
diſtricts of the county of Fife, on the road between St, An- 
drews and Anſtruther. The exteat of Denino is uncommonly 
circumſcribed, being ſcarcely 3 miles in length, and — more 
than half as much in breadth. 


Figure, Surface, Rivulets and Fiſb . The form of the pariſh 
s pretty regular; diſtinguiſhed by no interſections from other 
pariſhes ; to a good degree paralellogramical ; with a large 
extent of its centre ſurrounded by circularly riſing ground, 
which, being generally but barren, produces a lingular conca- 
vity of very conſiderable fertility. It is beautifully inter- 
ſperſed with a variety of ſmall rivers, abounding with trout 
of various ſpecies and of moderate ſize, but of ſuperior fla- 
wur. The wild and protuberant banks of theſe rivulets, if 
ſuitably decorated with thoſe diverſities of plantation, with 
which, to the honour, and, eventually, to the emolument of 
their proprietors, they now begin to be occupied, muſt pre- 
kat ſcenes highly pictureſque and gratifying. 


Yor. XI, | 1 4⁰¹⁷ 


gaphies of Denino are uniformly the ſame, the latter opi- 
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Soil, Oc. This pariſh, though ſarrounded on erer vie 
hand, almoſt, by extenſive moor, deſtitute nearly of vn 
might, at a very trifling expence, compared with future 
turns, contribute to general, gratification and indulgence, i 
addition to the more intimate advantage and pleaſure of indi 
viduals, is far from being barren, Though, from the ſmal 
neſs of the extent, no perceptible variation of air, or of d 
mate, can be naturally expected ; yet this is not the caſe 
ſpecting its ſoil, which is conſiderably diverſified. Some of th 
ground conſiſts of a black and light, but tolerably fertile loan 
reſting upon a gravelly bottom; while a large proportion 
it diſplays a ſoil of a deep and ſtiff clay, with a bed of whit 
and light ſand. The moſt juſt idea of it, however, will | 
had from the information, that the ſoil, in general, is, in 
great meaſure, wet and ſpungy ; in molt of the farms of th 
pariſh, frequently broken by large ſwamps and fens ; and 
though pretty well adapted for producing corn, is principal 
remarkable for crops of artificial graſs and natural paſturag: 
Some of the proprietors, therefore, availing themſelves of th 
obvious property of their eſtates in this diſtrict, have, wit 
much ſucceſs, converted them into thoſe ſpecies of farms, f 
Which their lands are thus ſo very well calculated. 


Climate and Diſeaſes .—Denino, ſheltered from no quart? 
i by any conſiderable planting or eminences, except by ſon 


riſing ground towards the 8. W., is often expoſed to gre E 
winds from the ſea, which, blowing with great force ant . 
ſharpneſs, concur with the natural coldneſs of the ſoil, in te A 
dering the frequent humidity and bleakneſs of the climate 8 


the more ſenſibly felt. The air and climate are, however, 
ſuch a nature and temperature, as to occalion but few inter 
kruptions in the health and native gaiety of the people, © 


iheumatiſm and byKteric complaints being the chief diſorde 
wius 
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«hich decur. The inhabitants, though commonly healthy, 
ud many of them long-lived, furniſh no inſtances of remark- 
ible longevity» 


Minerals and Mineral Waters. Coal ſeems, from the vaſt 
umber of old pits in various places of the pariſh, to have, 
ſome time ago, been a very plentiful article here. There 
i (till, it is ſaid, plenty of it in ſeveral eſtates of this diſtrict; 
but it is uncertain when any of its proprietors will open theſe 
mines, or rather, whether their future gains would compen- 
fate the expenditure neceſſary for that purpoſe. Free-ſtone is 
lo found in much abundance ; but, though of an eaſy acceſs; 
uad of a tolerable good quality, it is ſeldom called for beyond 
the limits of the pariſh, The erection and reparation of en- 
cloſures, particularly on Sir William Erſkine”s eſtate of Deni- 
no, and the building of His tenants ſubſtantial premiſes, ate the 
chief uſes to which it has hitherto been, and is ſtill occaſion- 
dly applied. Thete is an uncommon variety of places in 
the pariſh, where ochre is found, particularly at a number of 
thalybeate ſprings. Between 30 and 40 years ago, theſe 
were much reſorted to, for relief in diforders, chiefly ſcorbutic z 
but of late they have loſt much of their former celebrity, 
though, to all appearance, very undeſervedly. 


Curioſities, —Towards the 8. W. end of the pariſh of De- 
nino, there is a moſt remarkable fall of water, of probably 
near 20 feet, from the ſhelve of the rock to the common ſur- 
lace of the very deep pond, into which, among a vaſt number 
of the finny race, (and which, according to the conjectures of 
the inhabitants, forms the boundary of their journeying up- 
wards,) it pours almoſt perpendicularly. This fall, from ſome 
Indicrous, but perhaps natural, analogies, has, for time im- 
72 1 memorial, 
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memorial, been conſtantly known bya very mark'd appellation, ly 4 
To the pond below there is no acceſs, but up either fide ger 
the headlong current, overhung by rocks, ſome of them im. 
minent and dreadful ; while the immediate entrance to the 
pond is narrowed, by the ſeemingly artificial and mutual pro. 
jection of two rocks, erected in the form of poſts, deſtined for 
doors and hinges! The only artificial curioſity, is a ſubterrz. 
neous canal, of nearly 30 yards in length, of between 4 and; 
ſeet of an average breadth and height, and dug from the one 
end to the other, under a ſolid and continued rock of free. 
ſtone, about 20 yards from the ſurface of a large piece dc 
arable ground, actually peninſular. This very ingenious con. 
duit, which forms the peculiar haunt of a few otters, was, about 
60 years ago, effectuated by one of the then reſiding heritorz 
with an intention of conducting, through below the founds. 
tions of this iſthmus, an increaſe of water to his mill, in its 
remote vicinity, The expence, attending the atchievement 
of ſuch an aſtoniſhing piece of work, was no leſs than thre 
pounds Sterling, and a Boll of meal! and for the damage oc 
fioned by the zntake, as it is ironically called, there is ſtill 
yearly allowance of 2s. and 3 firlots of oats, made by the 
tenant of the above mill, to a tenant of another, through 
whoſe farm the water runs, before its diſappearance in the 


ver, | 


FEI 
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© 
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mouth of its inviſible receiver. There are two or three echoes 42 
to be met with in the pariſh, which merit no deſcription. tery 
tum] 

Population. The pariſh records of Denino extend back only t 

to a little before the middle of laſt century; and it is ſome- E 
thing curious to obſerve, that the ſtate of population was then f . 
very little above what it is at preſent. From 1771 till to" By 
wards 1778, the population of the diſtrict of Denino appears Wih=" 
gradually to have decreaſed, till it aſſumed its preſent * | 

| 10 Fe 
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bly ſettled ſtate *. The total amount of ſouls, with various 
ther circumſtances relating to the ſtate of the pariſh, accord- 
a to a very recent and exact calculation, are as under: 


the 
* STATISTICAL TABLE of the Pariſh of DENINo. 
I for 
02. Nagth in Engliſh miles, - 3 Aver. ditto, from 1742 to I752, 23 
* 1, not quite - 2 —— ditto, from 1761 to T77x, 16 
| ) pulation in 1755, - 598 — marriages, from do. to do, 4 
2 anno 1793. 383 — deaths, 1 7 
free. — — births from 1780 to 1790, 10 
de of Decreaſe, - - 215 —— marriages, from do. to do. f 2 
con. ger. births, from 1643 to 1653, 3 — deaths, from do. to do. 6 
bout Inhabitants 
tors, 
nd. #For ſome time preceding the middle of the preſent century, the principal 
n its Wert, if not the whole, of the pariſh huſbandry was performed by cottagers; who 
nent moped, as a material perquiſite of their ſervices, a fmall portion of land.— 
Bree The pariſh' alſo abounded with pendiclers, or inferior tenants. Theſe, therefore 
ud the cottagers, together with a conſiderable number of families employed in 
12 the coal mines, but moſt of all, the diviſion of farms, and employing of hired 
an 


ſervants in their cultivation, contributed much to the multiplication of the in- 


the WWiibitants; and hence it is eaſy to perceive the cauſes of ſo remarkable a depo- 
ugh Nation; which is a natural conſequence of the union of farms. More than 
the o inhabited houſes exiſted in the pariſh, about half a century ago, of which 


ſarcely a ſingle veſtige now remains. It may be remarked farther, that the 
converſion of a very large extent of the diſtri into graſs farms, has operated 
ty materially to the decreaſe of the people, by employing a much ſmaller 

lumber of ſervants of either ſex. | | 


tThis is the average, after making a proportional deduction, for the many 
rials from other pariſhes, that take place here, on account, it is ſaid, of the 
luperiority of our burial-ground. In the above averages, the baptiſms, marri- 
iges, and burials of the inhabitants of Kings Muir are included; it being found 
poſſible, from the connection they neceſſarily had with Denino, to make any 
wa diſcrimination from the records. 


{The number of births, marriages, and deaths, for 10 years immediately 
receding 1790, are as follows : | 


SES 


4 Tears 
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Inhabitants in Denino, - 230 


— Kings Muir, „ 


Number of males in Denino, 107 


perſons under 10 
years of age 6 


between 10 and 20, 57 


— — 0x and 50, 73 


— ——— — 


houſes inhabited, a- 
bout - 33 


2 — 


Aver. of perſons in each, nearly 6 


Number of houſes u 


- = 
new houſes lately 


built, — T 

— married pero, - 88 
——— Children, at an aver- 
de, om each mar- 

riage, - 4 


married women a- 


bove 45%, = 4 


Year. BIRTHS, 
1780 II 
1781 10 
1782 18 
1783 9 
1784 12 
1785 8 
1786 10 
1787 10 
17838 14 
1789 4 
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50 and 70, 31 


Mymber of widows, . _ - 
— ⅛ 


4 
8. 


( —— 
bliſhed Church, 1 — 
— — Burgher Seceder, ;M__ 
Relief ditto, -. . 
——=-—— perſons born out of . 
the pariſh, P.. — 
— proprietors, * 
| feuers, > . 
— — clergymen, 4 Capit 
ſchoolmaſters, . Annu 
— —farmers, at 200l. per 
annum, Mn 
do. at Fol. and up. P 
wards, 8 prie 
do. between 20l. cien 
Sol., * wilc 
—— whe 
— — innkeepers, - 
ſmiths, 4 afte 
n——— carpenters, -» ford 
| | ſuce 
delc 
abo 
feu. 
of 
MARRIAGES DEATHS, yea 
3 7 der 
4 4 cor 
= 7 of 
4 7 
I 11 Wa 
O 3 
3 5 
I 6 
IT 2 un} 
I 5 the 
18 57 * 
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vumber of weavers, - 4 Number of young perſons taught 

——— tailors*, - 3 Engliſh, writing, &c. 40 

— nil, - - 4 acres, in Engliſh mea- 

———— male ſervants, 3 0 ſure, — 2280 

female ditto, - 11 _ 

—— flax-dreſſers, - I — ploughs, - 20 

—— apprentices, - 2 Valued rent, in Scotch 

Ks pb, + / en 
— poor, . 7 3 Real rent, anno 1793, 

Capital of their funds, - 120. in Sterling, IIs 7l. os. od; 


Annual income, - 32. 


Proprietars, Rents, and Improvements. None of the pro- 
prietors reſide in the pariſh. A few reffains of the very an- 
tient and venerable ſeats of their progenitors lie in it, in the 
wildeſt ſtate of ravage and of Gothic deſolation; and which, 
whether reſtored according to their former conſtitution, or 
alter a modern and more refined plan, muſt, at any rate, af- 
ford but indifferent accommodation for their more illuſtrious 
ſucceſſors, There is a ſmall farm in this pariſh, of 17 acres, 
belonging to the kirk-ſeſſion of Ely, a conſiderable village 
about 5 miles S of this; and there are 4 feuers in it, whoſe 
feu-duty, to Miſs Scott of Scotſtarvet, for about 12 acres 
of pretty good ground, is 5). 28. 44d. Within leſs than 30 
years, the landed property of the diſtri of Denino has un- 
dergone frequent changes, and has always been attended with 
conſiderable augmentations in the purchaſe. The whole rental 
of a conſiderable eſtate in it, little more than 20 years ago, 
was only 1961. per annum, though now it draws no leſs than 
Sool. 


It is ſome what remarkable, that there neither are, nor have been, for an 
known time paſt, any ſdoemalers in the pariſh of Denino, notwithſtanding of 
the inceſſant demand for their ſervices in every other place. To remedy as 
much as poſſible, however, this i inconvenience, the pariſhioners are far from be- 
ing deſpicable menders of ſhoes. The circumſtance df being, at the neareſt, 3 
Rules diſtant from any makers, has taught them this article of ingenuity. 


360 Statiflical Account 


Fool. a year. The average price of the whole pariſh is ge 
10s. 6d. an acre ; good farms letting at about 1 58. per acre 
at an average. The very beſt may be about 21. ; the f 
about 128.; while the inferior kind is not worth more il 
Ss. an acre, Laſt year, a conſiderable eſtate here, though 
moſt wholly unincloſed at the time, was ſold for 5,000 gui 
neas, which was no leſs than 35 years purchaſe. What hy 
chiefly contributed, to raiſe the price of land to ſuch a depre 
is the now general practice of incloſing, which only comme 
ced in this diſtrict about 20 years ago, but ever fince hy 
made the moſt rapid advances. Moſt of the incloſures of th 
pariſh conſiſt of dry ſtone dikes, topped with a ſtony lay 
of ſtones placed upon their edges, and the whole caſt wit 
lime. Incloſures, conſiſting of ditch and hedge, likewiſe g 
faſt forward, and are paving the way for an univerſal em 
tion on thoſe grounds, which beſt agree with ſuch kinds 
incloſures. The valued and real rents of the whole diſtnf 
are ſtated in the table. In calculating the latter, the ſeus 
not included. | 


Agriculture — There is only a ſmall proportion of the pul Tur 
riſh under grain; but that ſmall part is well cultivated. Du 
ing the ſhort ſpace of 20 years paſt, the ſtate of our culti Yay 
tion has undergone very conſiderable improvement; inſomud 
that the ground, which formerly was let for about 25. 6d. Stra 

acre, on an Average, is now rented at near 145. an acre ; 1 doll 
even at this rate, it is thought ſufficiently cheap. There! 1 
perhaps ſomething in the management of the graſs farms 21. 
the pariſh worthy of remark : Of ſuch ſmall portions of then 
as are ſolely occupied by oats and barley, the ſpecies of gi ; 


for which their ſoil is naturally adapted, the tenants are p 
hibited from taking any more than two crops running; ® 


of theſe farms alſo, which are almoſt all arable, about 2 fl 


j 


W 
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hart is annually under the above ſpecies of crops ; the one | 

half, or near it, is to be yearly ſown down with clover and 

ne · graſs. This ſingular rotation maſt be uniformly and 
znctually obſerved. There being ſcarcely any cattle uſed 

in huſbandry here, and only 5 cottagers employed in it, who 

ave portions of land for part of their labour, the hired ſer- 

nat cultivates his fields with 2 middle ſized horſes yoked in 

1plough, which is almoſt uniformly of the Engliſh conſtruc- 

tion, 


ANNUAL PRODUCES®. 


8 Pe. of | Produce | Price Total |} Total Value. 
Crops. Acres un- per Acre, Boll. Produce. 
Nee geb. Bolls. EE © 4 ll” d. 
Oats, 3-9 7 0 12 of 1945167 o © 
Barley, 113 6 |o 14 6 G78] 491 11 © 
Peaſe, 33 3 0 12 6 gg] 61 17 6 
7 x o 196] 205 16 © 
9| 27% 5 of 243] 60 15 © 
12 St. 15 o 16 ofSt. 180] go o © 
18 3 15 o 65 10 © 
109 200 ſo 0 3 21, 800] 454 3 4 
7 Fog per f, — — — 
711 | | 2596 12 10 
* | @*: — 2. 2518 291 16 © 
r 627 H 
- - - £628 gor © 8 
| 13689 8 10 
22 VALUE 


me above ſketch. of the annual piodute of the pariſh may be of ſervice, in 
ping to form a conception of fimilar articles in thoſe diſtrits, from which 
bb ſpecimens of the kind may have been given in. 
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VALUE OF STOCK, 


Number of draught horſes, - 62, valued at L. 15 each, is L gy 
— ns ſaddle ditto, — 3 | 
young ditto, - 26, 


— —— beſt cattle, «0 OS, — 6 — 352 hay 
— —ͤ— inferior ditto _ 172, 6 4 633 ; 
ſwine, ,- 18, . 1 108,— 27 by 


Total value of ſtock, E L. 24% 


Paſturage, Sheep, Sc. From a ſurvey of the above tables 
it appears, that there ate only about 711 acres of the pariſh 


of Denino under real crops. There are fully 180 acres df 4 
perfect moor in it, of no uſe, unleſs perhaps for planting, d 
which it is hitherto deſtitute. The pariſh is, however, adorns 
ed with nearly 60 acres of planting, conſiſting, in a great de. % 
gree, of ſtripes, as they are called, and judiciouſly enough de. K 
ſigned for cheriſhing the cold grounds, where they flouriſh in 
beautiful and plentiful variety. There are, in the laſt place * 
generally about 40 acres of fallow in the-pariſh ; ſo that, if = 
from 2280 acres, which the whole diſtri of Denino contains, 
we deduQ 991, the number under corn, tallow, &c. &e. there N 
will appear a balance of 1289 acres of natural and artificial 4 
paſturage ; upon the laſt diviſion of which, great numbers of * 
excellent cattle are fed, during the ſummer, by the grazien, 0 
and either occaſionally diſpoſed of, to the itinerant merchanh 
or driven to the country markets, The number of ſheep in L 
the pariſh does not exceed 20 ; they are kept and fed by ſome 9 
of the farmers, fer their own uſe only, during the lummer. * 
Prices of Labour and Provifions.—From a view of the 2 


table of the annual produce, it appears, that the pariſh mul 
do conſide rably more than maintain its inhabitants. The ave- 
Tage prices of the ſeveral ſ pecies of grain, therein ſpecified, 
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ne ſtated as regulated by the county fiars; or rather, by the 
general ſtate of the market. — The yearly wages of a labouring 
man ſervant, are 7I.; and thoſe of a woman, 3l. The day- 
Jbourer has 18. a day, without meat; 28. 2d, per acre, for 
hay cutting; and for making ditto or for turnip hoeing, either 
by mates or females, 6d., and ſometimes 7d. per day. The 
pice of a gooſe here 1s commonly 33.; a hen, s.; and eggs, 

326, a dozen; butier ſells at 8d., and cheeſe from 34d. to 6d. 
per pound; pigeons, 3d. a pair; chickens at qd. each; rab- 
bits, (animals very common in the pariſh of Denino). at 6d. 

z pair, without the ſkin ; and * meat, univerſally, at 4d, 


I, pound. 


Fecel-fraftical State. The manſe, almoſt thrown down from 
the foundation, and rebuilt, on a durable conſtruction, about 
the year 1741, is a tolerably decent houſe, 2 ſtories high, 
and contains 6 moderately good rooms, with a kitchen, and 
ſome other apartments. Since its laſt erection, it has un- 
dergone very many repairs. The glebe contains little 
more than 44 acres of Engliſh meaſure, worth about II. 108. 
per acre, if duly cultivated. The ftipend confi!ts of 241. in 
money, with 5 chalders, or $0 bolls of victual; the one half 
meal, and the other bear. The whole annual income, ex- 
clulive of the manſe, and a'tolerably good garden, is about 
gol. Sterling. The church is one of the ſmalleſt of country 
churches, perhaps, with an aile, and a ſmall porch by one of its 
front doors. It is uncertain when it was built; but ſome perſons 
are perfectly ſure of its having been very lately and very ma- 


terially repaired. Mr. Janus BROwr, ordained 1 3th May 


1790, is the preſent miniſter of Denino. 


School —The ſchool-houſe is a very ſbort, low, thatched 
* and, though not very old, a very crazy edifice. The 
222 | ſchogy, 


426 — CS a wa. —_— —-— 2 


Sterling, at the diſpenſation of the Lord's Supper, for extract. 


lar, or performed i in ſhorter time than the church ſtandards 
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ſchool, very fortunately for the health of the teacher, as al e 
as of thoſe who are taught, is large, and capable of contain ne 

a few more ſcholars, beſides the parochial ones; a great i 
ber of whom commonly attend it. Beſides a very fa, gar 
den, of 8 by 12 paces, there is a ſalary of 100 merh 
(51. 11s, od. Sterling), and the ſefſion-clerk's fees, vic 
amount to 21. 158. 8d.; with an occaſional gratuity of , 


dinary finging. The fees for teaching are, for Engliſh, 18. 3d; 
for reading and writing, 18. 6d:; for arithmetic, 25.; and for 
Latin, 28. 6d. Other branches of education are ſeldom de- 
fired; and even the laſt not very frequently. Moſt of the 
people have a laudable ambition to have their children edu. 
cated ; and the payment of the quarter fees is ſcarcely ever 
grudged, though often paid with a good degree of tarlinel, 
ariſing from the actual penury of ſome of the parents. The 
dues on a proclamation « of marriage, are 28. 6d, when reg 
lar, one third whereof goes to the beadle; and, when irregu« 


dictate, an additional gratuity is commonly given by the 
employers. The dues on each baptiſm are 18., of which the 
beadle gets 31d. ; and thoſe on certificates are 6d. each, d 
which the beadle has no ſhare, | The ſeſſion· clerk has allo 
4d. each for regiſtrating burials. His annual i income, altoge« 
ther, does not exceed 22l., at an average, one year with ano- 
ther. Such, however, is the liberal proviſion allotted for the 
far greater part of thoſe members of ſociety, from whoſe ſets 
vices muſt ever, fundamentally, proceed whatever is elegant 
and reſpectable in the liyes and mangers of their fellon 
citizens, 


Poor, — The large contributions formerly made for the poo! 4 
here, and the {mall diſburſements, have raiſed the preſent * Py 
P * 
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Al of their funds to 1201. ; which is lodged partly in the 
Linds of a landed proprietor, partly in ſome of the Banks, 
ind draws intereſt, commonly at 4+ per cent. per annum. 
is, with the weekly collections at church, which are about 
u each Sabbath, at an average, and the dues ariſing from the 
p palls, (the one of which produces 5s. and the other x8. 
from the funerals at which they are uſed), may raiſe the 


has nearly 74d. every week; but their penſions are propor- 
zoned, - notwithſtanding, to their occaſional neceſſities. What 
n income remains thus unt xhauſted, is expend- 
| in the payment of ſalaries; ſuch as, the lefhan-clerk"s, 
he beadle's, the preſbytery clerix's,. &. &c. ; with various 
airs about the church, the ſchool, and ſchool-houſe ;: and even 
it the public bridges of the pariſh. Theſerxepairs, how- 
, devolve upon the kirk- ſeſſion, who defray theſe expences 
yin dach caſes as they judge unworthy of an application 
p the heritors of the pariſh. But, at any rate, thoſe who 
lards hare their ſalaries as above, paid from the poor's funds, 
xe perhaps equally neceſſitous with thoſe for whom they 
were originally deſtined. Upwards of 151. ' was expended 
ately in the purchaſe of a new pus without Kg Al 
er capital, 


Antiquities, Wc.—lt is afficmed, that there are ſome relics 
the el antiquity in the pariſh, but they happen to exiſt more in 
ſer de imaginations of the credulous antiquary, aided by ſuper- 
ant I Mttous report, than otherwiſe. There are only two even of 
lon ele: the one is a Druidical temple, which is ſaid to have 


hood in the vicinity of à place called Balketbly ; from which, 


(in the opinion that Baal, the Sidonian deity, and the God 
oor et Jezebel, was worſhippd there), it is aſſerted to have de- 
e. Nied me. Of this Druidical temple not the moſt ſmalleſt 
tal 4 veſtige 


eval income of the poor to about al. Zach of the poor 


— K <4 oo» 1 _ 


% 


368 Statiflical Account 


veſtige can now be ſeen, The other ſuppoſed antiqui 

is a Roman camp; which is ſaid to give name to a place ng 

It, called Cheſtus. There are, it is true, ſome very vifh 

marks of this ancient entrenchment ; ; but inſtead of bein 

what it is vulgarly believed to be, it appears, on a prope 

view of circumſtances, to be in reality no more than a hom 

1y drain from a number of old coal-pits ! The ſeeming cn 
formity of Cheſtus to certain Engliſh names, fuch as, Chef 
Colcheſter, Cc. lays a foundation for the ingenious conjectu 

of ſeveral learned antiquaries. Many of the names of place 
however, in the pariſh of Denino, are evidently of Celtic d 
rivation; ſuch as, Bely, Kinaldy, Stravithy, Oc. Moſt « 

+ them, however, are obviouſly of Engliſh origin, and fignif 
' cant of their local — us, * e Four 
W and the like. „ 


„ Difidanotageton The 3 cabjeg of complaint, with thi 
iter elaſſes of our pariſhioners, is the ſcarcity of coal: 
the only article of the pariſh fuel), even in the land of col 
By the ſelfiſhneſs of individuals, the people here ſeem to | 
in a great meaſure; excluded from - thoſe ineſtimable'and ne 
cefiary favours,” ſo liberally poured around them, by the be 
nignity and wiſdom of the Almighty. For, notwithſtanding 

the great quantity of coals formerly raiſed 1 in our immed ae, 
reighbourhood, the ſpirit of monopoly his for many yea! 
paſt deprived us of this bounty of Providence; and it is bard” 
to ſay how long the ſame ſpirit may continue to afflict the 
poor of this pariſh ; the principal proprietor of the coal- mines 
here having entered into an agreement with the proprietor of 
an adjoining colliery, to keep his own coal-works (but till 
thoſe - of the other ſhall be completely exhauſted ; in retum ve 
for which the other has bound himſelf, and his heirs, &c. t 
pay him an annuity of 20 l. a- year! Thus the poor of 1 
5 8 par ly 
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ch, as well as the adjacent country, are deprived of a bleſ- 
ing evidently intended for them by Providence ; and oblig- 
4 to purchaſe fuel from a conſiderable diſtance, at a higher 
wrice, and of a worſe quality. To this eſſential, and ſeem- 
nely irremediable grievance, may be added, mill thirlages, 
hich, however, are not ſo much felt in this as in other 


j 


1 Ln ; G : 


— o  "  AEPCEP. AO 
KING'S MUIR. 


Name, Privileges, Vc. This is a very extenſive tract of 
und, containing more than 1000 acres. It is called Xing 
Uuir, on account of its being, ſome time after the reſtoration of 
arles II. conferred by that Prince upon one Col. Borthwick, 
bo had attended him in his adventures and exile, previouſly to 
s attainment of the throne, as a reward for his attachment 
d ſervicess This is the account given of its origin by Mr. 
Hanno, the preſent proprietor. Moſt of the ground of this 
cient coyal donation is, as its name inſinuates, extremely 
Id in appearance; though, upon the. whole, much leſs un- 
tile than might be expected. The proprietor, however, 
þof opinion, that, taking all of it together, it is not worth 


dae ore than 18. Gd. an acre ; while others rate it much higher. 
Jean Its wholly exempt from aſſeſſment ; and the circumſtance of 
bald not yielding either miniſter's ſtipend or ſchoolmaſter's ſa- 


„ ſeems, in the conjeQures of many, to have claſſed it 


ther from their vicinity to our church, or the popularity of 
Is mn!fers, always confidered themſelves as pariſhioners of 
Venino, in the moſt decided preference to Crail; in whoſe 
danch they are aſſcrted, by a few, to be legally included. As 


We 


With no pariſh whatever. Its inhabitants have, nevertheleſs, 


be preſent laird of King's Muir has not his charter by him, 


— it A _ ——— — •• - 
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we ſhall leave the determination of this controverſy, to th 
who may think it worth the inveſtigation. It may no 1 
amiſs to obſerve, however, that although the people of King 
Muir have, for time immemorial, connected themſelves wi 
the diftri& of Denino, goad ſacra ; yet there is a little fin 
fituated between this pariſh and it, which pays ſtipend to the 
miniſter of Crail, as he himſelf ſays, though perfectly unc 
netted with King's Muir, and belonging to a different 
prietor. The moſt fertile parts of King's Muir are parcelle 
out into ſmall farms, let by the lump, to petſons, moſt of 


whom are either tradeſmen, or work, during a great put 6 
of the year, by day-labour. Re marks is as U 
der: * 
PoPULATI0N TABLE OF KING's MUIR. . 

| is 
Males, above 10 years of age, 39 peo 
_— Ne” "1 nor 
Children, under te. <« 19155 40 
Between 10 and 20, 432 
- and 50, 3567 the 
Ao and 7. 30 ufc 
n=—— and 9, 3-153 cor: 
* bac 
Proprietor, Rent, Minerals, Je. The eftate of Ling p:r 
Muir is now entailed on the name of Hanno, the ſurname of ot 
its preſent laird, whoſe whole yearly rental amounts to 1001.8 qui 
There is nothing remarkable in the King's Muir, beſides inf ti 
containing the coal-mine above mentioned, and one of the i 
two mines that convey the water from the links, which wal *" 
dug nearly 50 years ago, being more than 300 fathoms uf fer 
length ; in moſt places 9g ditto from the ſurface of the earth; lo. 
. originally 18 inches wide, and 31 feet high. The coal here fo 
was hitherto wrought by a wind-mill, no veſtige of wicht 1 


remains; but will in future be wrought" by 6 different ele- 
ment, 
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gent, and by different machinery, The eſtate of King's 
Muir is wholly devoid of planting, and no leſs deſtitute of 
encloſures, or any kind of fence. This large piece of ground. 
apparently an owtcaf from all pariſhes, as its inhabitants are 
ſometimes humourouſly told, by thoſe of the adjacent diſtricts, 
would, with that extenſive part of hi pariſh, which went to 
complete the vicarage of Cameron, but which ought ſtill to 
jay ſome proportion to Denino, form a pariſh of a very re- 
lpectable extent. 


General Character.—Of the inhabitants of this pariſh it 
may juſtly be aſſerted, tht induſtry and hoſprtality, ſincerity 
and an obliging behaviour, are their general charaQeriſtics. 
They are alſo noted for moderation and ſobriety, generofity 
and candour. From theſe virtues there may be, however, as 
is but too natural, not a few deviations. The bulk of the 
people, though poor, are contented and reſigned. The mi- 
nority, whoſe circumſtances are more affluent, appear to in- 
dulge as much in the luxuries of the table, and of dreſs, as 
the ſuperiority of their fortunes can well countenance. The 
inferior claſſes ſeem to be uncommonly fond of perſonal de- 
coration ; and rather than (as they imagine) diſgrace the 
back, they will often ſtarve its ſupporter. This remark is, 
perhaps, not more applicable to the one ſex than to the other; 
or to this diſtrict more than to other pariſhes. Spiritous li- 
quors produce, at preſent, fewer unpleaſant ſcenes than ſome 
time ago. Notwithſtandiagg the general penury of the di- 
ſtrict, the inhabitants are proof againſt the ſordid invaſions of 
rice. As a ſpecimen, both of the morals and natural 
tempers of ſome of the individuals in the pariſh, let the fol- 
lowing fact ſuffice : Two men in the pariſh of Denino have, 
hr nearly 30 years, held a confiderable farm and mill in con- 
lution; preſerving every article, regarding their external 
Vor. XI. $8. property, 


property. in perfect community, their wives and private 
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property only excepted. The people in general are humane, 
and, as far as means will allow, more than ordinarily chai 
table to the poor. 


Language, —ReſpeQing this article there is nothing at il 
ſtriking, except that the vulgar diale& is remarkably exeny. 
ted from the corruptions that abound on the coaſt, as well y 
from many of thoſe Scotticiſms, and uncouth phraſes, ſo pe 
culiar to many other places, whoſe inhabitants lay claim to: 
higher degree of refinement. This bit of /ingo-eminence may 
have ariſen from the vicinity of Denino, in common with 
many other adjacent diſtrifts, to Ama Mater Agreeably 
to the general praQtice of the county, the inhabitants her 
diſplay a ſingular hollowneſs in the accentuation of their 
words, with an unuſual prolongation of the final tone df 
their ſentences ; all aided at leaſt by the antique manner a 


epunciating ſome of the yowels and diphthongs. 
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NUMBER XXVII. 


* PARISH OF FIN TRx. 
p- 
3 (County of Stirling Preſbytery of Dumbarton— Synod of 


Glaſgow and Ayr.) 


By the Rev. Mr. Gavin GiB, Minifter of STRATHBLANE, 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 


name of this pariſh is of Gaelic origin, and ſignifies 
Fair Land. Contraſted with the bleak and precipitous 
rudeneſs of the adjacent moors and mountains, its grafly 
hills, its fertile and well watered valleys, entitle it to this 
appellation, —Fintry is ſituated in the midſt of that range of 
hills, which reaches from Stirling to Dumbarton, and behind 
that particalar diſtri& of them uſually denominated the Camp- 
fe Fells. It lies 17 miles due N. from Glaſgow, 12 mules 
W. by S. from Stirling, and 21 or 22 miles E. by N. from 
Dumbarton. It belongs to the commiſſariot of. Glaſgow. It 
extends from E. to W. 5 miles, and from N. to S. more than 
4; though the only parts of it, which are inhabited, are a 
{mall valley on the banks of the Endrick, and another on 
the banks of the Carron ; both of which rivers have their 
lource in this pariſh. 


General Appearance, —The general appearance of the coun- 
Uy is hilly, The hills are ſmall ; they are clothed with re- 
3A 3 freſhing 
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freſhing verdure ; and their ſhapes are finely diverſified, C 
vered with ſheep, they ſuggeſt many paſtoral images, Th, 
eaſtern part of the pariſh conſiſts of three ranges of hills, with 
ſcarcely any mtervening plain. Between the two fouther. 
moſt of theſe ranges, the Carron bog or meadow commences, 
the largeſt perhaps in Scotland. Beginning in Fintry, it rung 
E. between the pariſhes of Kilſyth and St. Ninian's to the 
extent of 4 miles; is in ſome-places 2 miles in breadth, and 
in no place leſs than 1; containing about 5500 acres in one 
continued plain. It affords ſuſtenance during the winter ty 
the cattle of the ſurrounding farms. This remarkable mes. 
dow, beſides its utility, adds great livelineſs and beauty to 
the general face of the country. The ſcene it exhibits du. 
ring the months of July and Auguſt, of 20 or 20 different 
parties of people employed in hay-making, is certainly very 
cheerful : And during winter, the greater part of it being 
overflowed by the Carron, which runs through the middle of 
it, and which is then induſtriouſly led over its whole extent, 
to fertilize it for the enſuing crop, it aſſumes the appearance 
of a large and beautiful lake. In both fituations, it affords a 
agreeable relief from the bleakneſs of the country around tt, 
Towards the weſt end of the pariſh, the hills are more rocky 
and rugged. The valley through which the rapid ſtream of 
the Endrick runs, widens gradually to the extent of a mile. 
Several groves, recently planted, beginning to lift their heads 
along the banks of the river; the cultivated fields on its ma- 
gin; the hedges and hedge rows round the encloſures on the 
eſtate of Culeruich; an extenſive plantation behind the mas- 


$ 
ar 
dun 
fort 
hoy 
twc 
wil 
ban 


„ ae 


t 


8 838 T 


ſion-houſe of that name; and ſome well-diſpoſed clumps e U 
trees on the ſides of the oppoſite hills, gratify the traveller, l 
not only with a view of beauty, but of well. directed induſiry- Wl © 
Above theſe, the ſummits of the mountains on both ſides, bro- a 

& 


ken, and preſenting abrupt precipices, and ſometimes covered 
with 
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Co. WH wich clouds, add grandeur and dignity to the ſcene, —— The 
The i proſpet, however, is confined within narrow limits, excepting 
with WH towards the weſt, where it is terminated by Benlomond, that 
bet. riſes with eminent dignity above the neighbouring Gram- 
ces; Wi pians. Thus fenced and ſequeſtered, the little hills and val- 
runs WY eys of Fintry ſuggeſt ideas of tranquil and undiſturbed ſe- 
the BW cuſion. Nor can any thing of the kind be more agreeable 
and WY than when in ſummer, the ſun ſetting by the fide of Benlo- 
one Wi mond, throws a blaze of parting radiance on the romantic 
er banks of the upper Endrick. | 


7 to $o1l.— The foil in thoſe parts of the pariſh which are fit for 
d- agriculture, is light, quick, and fertile; agrees better with 
rent Wi dung for manure than lime; and, when enriched with the 
very former, produces excellent crops. Some recent experiments 
ing bowever have ſhewn, that when the ground is paſtured for 
le of i two years, then limed and allowed to reſt another year, it 
tent, vill thereafter yield better crops, than by any mode of huſ- 
ance WW bandry hitherto praiſed. 


d it, cultivation and Produce, —In agriculture, however, the in- 
ck babitants have made but few improvements. They follow 
n of WW &rvilely the ancient mode of paſturing, and of ſowing oats, for 
two or three years alternately on their out- field, and of uni- 

formly ſowing as much land with bear as the winter's dung will 
cover ; and from which - they afterwards take two ſucceſſive 
cropsof oats. However a few of the farmers are now beginning 
o get the better of theſe prejudices, and find their account in 
tering the mode of cropping. In making this change they 
lane been inſtructed and prompted by Mr. Seizzs of Cul- 
much, who, ſince his reſidence on his eſtate, has ſet the ex- 
ple of clearing the ground with turnips, and has introdu- 
d the ſowing of graſs and clover ſeeds for hay. The bene> 
ccial 


— 2 — — — — - 
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ficial effe& of this method, has encouraged ſome of his owe 
tenants to follow his example; and there is no doubt but 
the practice will become general in all thoſe farms upon 
which the encloſures are fencible againſt ſheep. The metho 
alluded to conſiſts, as was mentioned, in cleaning the ground 
with turnips and potatoes; in ſowing next year bear with 
graſs ſeeds ; in raiſing hay for two years ; in paſturing one 
or two; in ſowing oats for two years; and then in returning 
to the turnips. This routine anſwers very well, and, with 
the fingle improvement of taking only one crop of each 
kind, and paſturing two years, is beſt adapted for this fol, 
which, being light, is ſoon impoveriſhed by a continuation of 
crops, and if not regularly cleaned by paſturing and crops of 
turnips, is apt to be over-run with the creeping wheat-graſs, 
known by the vulgar name of felt, or pirl-graſs. There i 
no ſoil better adapted for raiſing potatoes, of which the in- 
habitants plant conſiderable quantities; after which they 
commonly ſow flax-ſeed, which ſucceeds very well, yielding 
from three to four ſtones from each peck ſown, 


Cattle, —But the attention of the inhabitants is, with ver 
few exceptions, confined to grazing *, which is by far the 
ol 


Under this article it is but juſtice to mention the name of Davin Dux, 
man whoſe exertions, in improving the mode of grazing, are truly laudable, ad 
to whoſe example its preſent advanced ſtate, through a conſiderable part of the 
welt of Scotland, is in a great meaſure owing. He has the merit of firſt in- 
proving the breed of black cattle and ſheep, by raiſing them to a greater ſize 
and feeding them more thoroughly, than was ever done before upon graſs alone. 
This he has accompliſhed, by judiciouſly ſelecting the moſt choice cattle, to od 
his farms with, and by keeping his graſs lighter, i. e. b putting ſewer cattle 
upon the ſame ſpace of ground, than what bad been uſed in former tine 
a ſpecimen of his ſucceſs in this branch, the writer ſlates the following fady 
which are well atteſted. At one time he fold a Highland bot, which we 
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noſt beneficial mode of uſing the ground in this pariſh, where 
il and vale equally afford moſt excellent paſture for black 
attle and ſheep. They uſe the plough therefore chiefly with 
1 view to the ſuſtenance of their cattle through winter, as 
fodder is the great object of labour. In ſome of the farms 
the rent is ſolely paid from the produce of milk.cows ; in- 
ted butter and cheeſe form the ſtaple produce of the pariſh. 
Feeding of cattle is alſo generally practiſed. In the month of 
May, each farmer buys a number of Highland cows, propor- 
tioned to the extent of his farm, which he fattens during 
ummer, and again ſells off in the months of September and 
Odober. When markets are briſk, and ſales ready, this is by 
nuch the moſt convenient and advantageous method of uſing 
the ground in this pariſh, as the excellence of the paſture 
turing ſummer, enſures the fattening of the cattle purchaſed, 
nd the difficulty of procuring fodder for winter prevents the 
raring any more than are neceſſary, to keep up the ſtock of 
milk-cows. Sheep are alſo an object of attention. The 
red is in general good, a conſequence of the excellent paſ- 

ture 


din Glaſgow, and weighed, according to the purchaſer's confeſſion, 52 ſtones 
beef, and 10 ſlones tallow > the price he received was 25 guineas. At another 
ime be ſold 25 Highland tots at Tal. each, the lighteſt of which weighed up- 
wards of 30 ſtones. He ſells annually about 60 tup-lambs of a year old, for 
Mich he never receives leſs than a guinea each; and his lambs for killing he 


, 
* anmenly ſells in May, at half. a-guinea each. He carries on his plan on a very 
deve ſcale, renting farms in different parts of the country, from one to ano- 
1 ins ler of which, he removes his cattle at the proper ſeaſons, according to the qua- 
de farm, and the ſtate of the cattle. His ſtots he ſells at 5 years old, 


Mt calves of his own rearing ſometimes equal his beſt cattle, at three years old, 
= we accordingly ſold at that age. When he dealt to the greateſt extent he 
þul reats to the amount of 180ol. per annum ; the largeſt proportion of which 
*Rad to the Duke of Montroſe. His annual ſtock at that time was 470 black 
=, and 2740 ſheep, of which 200 were ewes, as à permanent ſtock, from 


Ro © 
® be has frequently ſold in a year 300 lambs. 


u kill 
= 
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ture on which they graze, as well as of the care which is 4, 
ken to improve the ſtock, by eroſſing the breed, and rearing 
none but the beſt ewe-lambs. Lambs are alfo frequently 
brought from the ſouthern parts of Scotland, which improye 
greatly on this ſoil. The wool is of a very good quality, 
Lambs generally fell at 61. per ſcore ; wool ſells at from ;. 
to 78. per ſtone. The following table will ſhew the number 
of cows and ſheep kept in this pariſh : 


Milk Cows, — 3 263 
Fat ditto, — - - 8 370 Of t 
Sheep, - - 4 = 2479 Mal 


Population. The population of this pariſh, like that of 
moſt other grazing countries in Scotland, has decreaſed very 
much within theſe 40 years. Since the return to Dr. Web. 
ſter, in 1755, it has decreaſed more than a third part. Ther 
are ſeveral farms in the pariſh, upon which from 14 to 20 


familes formerly lived, where only from 5 to 8 families now nut 
reſide. This depopulation is evidently cauſed by throwing i * 
ſeveral ſmall farms into one, which enables the poſſeſſor u 
pay a greater rent to the proprietor, and at the ſame time to Al 
live better in his own family, than when parcelled out i de 
ſmall portions. Nor is this counted diſadvantageous to tholt tor 
who are ejected, as the great demand for hands by manuſa- Pla 
turing companies, affords them a ready reception; where they Wil W 
and their children can earn more, and live better, than upon ary 
small farm. But, notwithſtanding preſent opinions, it fil "* 
remains a doubt, whether this revolution in the ſtate of 4888 
country, will in the end prove a national advantage. Wis ; 
ther a pallid and fickly race, brought up in the confined at 
of cotton miils, with few attachments, and little education Wl, ; 
will compenſate for the ſturdy ſons of our hills and moul- # 
£ tains * 


P | al. 1 
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a: wins, or afford a ſet of as loyal and virtuous ſubjects, is a 
* queſtion which we leave poſterity to determine. The preſent 
"I fate of the population is as under. 
Ove 
ity.  PoPULATION TABLE of the Pariſh of FINTRY. 
$8, 
aber Population in I755, 391 Between 50 and 70, — 55 
Ditto in 1793, , „ 70 and 0 = 17 
— — Weavers, + - - 5 
Decreaſe, - 243 Tailors, - - « 2 
0f theſe there are, Smiths, - - 3 
Males, - - - 273 Shoemaker, 2 — 1 
females, - - 279 Average of births for the laſt 15 
Under 10 years of age, - 136 years, - - 16 
it of between 10 and 20, — 110 Ditto of deaths, — - 8 
very ——= 20 and 50, - 225 
Neb. 


ManufaQures and New Village, This pariſh is on the eve 
of experiencing a great change, by the introduQtion of ma- 
nufatures, on a very large ſcale. A cotton mill is juſt 
erected on the eſtate of Culcruich, 1 56 feet in length, and 
40 feet wide; which, when finiſhed, will employ 1000 hands. 
A handſome village, upon a riſing ground along the fide of 
the Endrick, is already feued off, and building for the recep- 


thoſ: WY don of the work people. The houſes, according to a regular 
uiac AY dan, are to ſtand in one row, and to conſiſt of two ſtories 
they nd garrets. Thus fitnated, the village will be well aired, 
pon a © and healthy; and very pleaſant, having the gardens in 
t H Pont, ſeparated from the houſes by the turnpike road, dreſſed 
of = lloping bank down to the river. 


Whe- Vor. XI. 3B Proprietors 
ation, 
noun- 
tas 


| lt is worthy to be recorded, that there died, a few months previous to tak- 
ug up this liſt, one man above 80, and another 103 years old. 


eme of theſe have apprentices and journeymen ; and they are ſupplied 
With work from manufacturing companies. Men ſervants wages are 41. and 
Al. 10%. in the half year; women ſervants from 11, Tes. to 2L 
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Proprietors and Rent.—The whole property of the pati 
is veſted in the Duke of MoxTRosE, and Mr. SeiERs of (yl. 
cruich ; the former of whom is patron of the pariſh, and the 
latter is the only reſiding heritor. The preſent rent is between 
1500l. and 1gool.; but it may be expected to riſe conſider. 
ably. g 


Church, Sc. — The church was built before this century; 
Part of it appears to be of a very ancient date. The manſe 
was built in 1732, and has undergone ſeveral repairs, The 
ſti pend conſiſts of 44 bolls of meal, 5 bolls of bear, and 24]. 103. 
Sterling in money; excluſive of the glebe, which contains g 
acres, 4 of which are arable. 


Poor.—The poor of this pariſh are ſupported by the week. 
ly collections, and the intereſt of a fund, which has accumu. 
lated to 2001. Sterling and upwards, chiefly by donations 
from the family of Montroſe. The preſent number on the 
poor's roll is 7, and varies from that 10. They receive, indi- 
vidually, according to their neceſſities, from 18. to 38. weekly, 
Beſides this ftated diſtribution, attention is paid to clothing 
the moſt deſtitute, and ſupplying them with fuel. Thele 


ſupplies are adequate to their wants ; inſomuch, that there is N 
not, nor has been for many years paſt, a ſingle inſtance of a 
poor perſon, belonging to the pariſh, going out to beg, This | 
attention to their own poor, however, does not by any meas Bl yi 
free the inhabitants from the burden and plague of mendicants al 
from other places. Crowds flock thither, from the great 3 
towns and. populous villages, for the ſpace of 30 miles round, WW 
who frequently repay the charity they receive, by making . 
nightly depredations upon their humane landlords. the 
BG 
Fuel.-—The fuel which has been principally uſed hitherto bor 
in this pariſh, is peat; in cutting, drying, and carrying home I 
which, the whole ſummer is ſpent, from the end of ſeed- 4 


time, 
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rin i dme, till the beginning of the hay harveſt. This, were there no 
ather obſtacle, 1s a powerful bar to agricultural improvements, 
zs the only time of the year, in which the farmers can carry 
lime, is ſpent 1n preparing and ſecuring their fuel. It is to 
de hoped, however, that this obſtacle will ſoon be removed. 
An attempt is juſt now making to find coal upon the eſtate 
of Culcruich, and appearances have hitherto been favourable. 
Whatever may be the ultimate iſſue of this ſearch, great praiſe 
v due to Mr. Spiers for his indefatigable exertions, in promot- 
ing every meaſure that can contribute to the proſperity of the 


periſh“. 


Roads and Bridges — Till within theſe two years, the acceſs 
to Fintry was extremely difficult on all fides, inſomuch, that 
had it not been rendered eaſier, no improvement could have 
made its way thither. The difficulty was even ſo great as 
almoſt to forbid any attempt to remove it. A hill, almoſt 
perpendicular, over which horſes could ſcarcely crawl with 


Indl- 
kl. half a load, cut off the communication with Campſie and 
bing Glaſgow, from which fide coal could only be got; and deep 


moor and moſs obſtructed the approach on the N. and W. 
Theſe obſtacles, ſeemingly inſurmountable, are now happily 
3 B 2 overcome, 


*The Mob or BORING, which he has adopted, is ſuch as muſt aſcertain, 
without a doubt, whether there be coal in the country or not, and may ſerve as 
a leſſon to others, who may have occaſion to make trial tor coal in hilly countrics, 
The top of the hill conſiſts of a very thick bed of whin-ſtone, below which 
there is a bed of free-ſtone equally thick. Beginning at the bottom of the 
tree-ſtone, which is half a mile up the hill, with a 10 fathom bore, he takes the 
lerel of the bottom of this bore down the ſide of the hill, making allowances for 
the dip and run of the metals, where he bores again to the depth of 10 fathoms, 
ind ſo on, continuing till he reaches the level of the river. In one of theſe 
bores there was found laſt week a ſmall crop ſeam of coal, which it is to be hop- 
td is the forerunner of one of greater conſequence, If the attempt ſucceeds, 
i will be of the utmoſt importance, to a tract of country for 10 miles round, 
the greateſt part of which lies at preſent 20 miles from coal, 
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overcome, by the public ſpirited exertions of Mr. Srirxs and 
Mr. Doxxokk. The gentleman laſt mentioned, has formed, 
as it were, a new creation on the water of Endrick, and give 
life and ſpirit to a country which, 4 years ago, ſeemed con- 
demned to perpetual dullneſs; having, in that ſpace, brought 
from different parts of the country, to the neighbouring py. 
riſhes of Balfron and Killearn, no fewer than 1100 perſons, 
Both theſe gentlemen, with much private expence, obtained 
an act of parliament for a new diſtri of roads, in the weſtern 
parts of Stirlingſhire ; and, with a promptirude of execution, 
equal to their zeal in moving the meaſure, have furniſhed this 
part of the country with as good roads as any part of Scot. 
land. The Craw Road, a mile in length and upwards, which 
was formerly 1 foot of aſcent in 7, and in ſome places 1 foct 
in 5, is now reduced to 2 foot in 20, 1n the ſteepeſt place, 
This line of road reaches from Glaſgow through Fintry, aud 


joins the military road between Stirling and Dumbarton, about Wh oe. 
6 miles to the N. of this place. The county road to the VW. r 
is alſo now put into a ſtate of repair; ſo that, from being the Wl Do 


moſt difficult of acceſs, Fintry is now eaſily acceſlible on all 
ſides.— The bridges, on this line of road are numerous, and 

add very much to the eaſe of the communication ; as the deep 
ravines formed by the mountain ſtreams, which were former. Fre 
ly very difficult to paſs, are all arched over, and filled up to of 
the level of the adjacent banks. The bridge over the End- * 
rick conſiſts of 4 arches, 2 of which are 26 feet wide, and the tak 
other two 12 feet each. The bridge on the old line of road, len 
about a mile farther up the river, conſiſts of one beautiful 

arch of 47 feet wide, and another of 15 feet. 


Rivers, Fiſh, &c.— The Endrick has its ſource in the hill of Fi il 7 
on the northern fide of the pariſh. It runs E. a little wan, i *© 


takes a ſudden turn to the S., forming the eaſtern boundat) 
| ol 
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of the pariſh for 2 miles; then turns due W., ruſhing over 
the Loup of Fintr y, and inclofing part of the pariſh within 3 
des of a ſquare. After receiving the river Blanc, and other 
plentiful ſtreams, in its courſe, and forming 2 beautiful caſ- 
des at GARTNESS, the ſpot where the famous Nariek of 
MERCHISTON invented his logarithms, it loſes itſelf in Loch- 
lbmond, about 14 miles below Fintry. This river abounds 
with trout and par. The trout are reckoned to be of a ſupe- 
nor quality, and may be taken in great numbers, even by an 
unkilfal angler ; upon which account it is very much reſort- 
el to, by perſons fond of that amuſement. Salmon, likewiſe, 
make their way in great numbers into the mouth of this 
nrer; ſome of which, when the water is high, come as far 
up as Fintry. The Carron riſes in the W. end of the pariſh, 
on the S. of the Endrick, and runs E. in a ſtraight direction, 
vatering the Carron Bog in its paſſage ; leaving which, it ruſhes 
orer the Auchinlily-Linn Spout, a tremenduous cataract, cor- 
reſponding to an intereſting deſcription in the tragedy of 
Douglas, — 


+ Red came the river down,“ &c. &c. 


from this it continues its courſe eaſtward, through the Carſe 
of Falkirk, and falls into the Forth, about 3 miles from that 
tow, It abounds with ſmall and large trout ; ſome of which, 
taken in the pools in Carron Bay, meaſure 20 inches in 
length, 


Natural Curiofities.—The only curioſity which is uni- 
rerlally remarked in this pariſſi, is the above mentioned Loup 
of Fintry ; a cataract of 91 feet high, over which the Endrick 
pours its whole ſtream. In rainy weather, and more eſpeci- 
y after a thunder ſhower, or a water ſpout, which frequently 


happen 
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happen in theſe parts, the Loup of Fintry may be mentions 
along with what is moſt magnificent in this Kind of objet 
— There is alſo in this pariſh a grand range, or colonnadt, 
of baſaltic pillars, which riſe in a hill called Dun, or Down, 
at the end of the hill of Fintry. The range conſiſts of 10 
columns in front, which are of a gigantic ſtature, ſome of then 
ſeparating in looſe blocks, others apparently without joints 
from top to bottom. They ſtand perpendicular to the bor. 
zon, and riſe to the height of 50 feet. They are ſome d 
them ſquare, others pentagonal and hexagonal. A block, fe. 
parated from one of the hexagonal columns, meaſured by a 
accurate ſurvey as follows: 


(Co; 


Feet. Inches. Feet. Inch 


2d do. — 1 8 6th do. — o 16 
3d do. I 51 Its greateſt diameter, 2 11 
4th do. = I 34+ Its leaſt ditto, 2 


On the E. fide of the range, the columns ſtand ſeparated one 
from another, by an interſtice of 3 or 4 inches. This inter- 
ſtice leſſens gradually towards the W. fide, till nothing but: 


ſeam is diſcernible, and then all is blended in one ſolid mals 4 
of rock, which 13 very much honey-combed, and has the ap- 50 
pearance of having been ignited. The mountain above met- bo 


tioned, conſiſts of very extenſive beds of red ochre, 
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NUMBER XXIX. 


PARISH OF Sr. MUNGO. 


(County and Synod of Dumfries —Preſbytery of Lochmaben.) 


By the Rev. Mr. David Dicksox, Miniſter. 


Zrection and Name. 


N Crawfurd*s Peerage of Scotland, Robert de Bruce, the ad 

lord of Annandale, is ſaid to have granted to the Epiſco- 
pal See of Glaſgow, cum conſenſu Roberti de Bruce, fil 
* ful, pro ſalute anime ſue,” the churches of Moffat, Kirk- 
ptrick, Drumſdale, Hoddam, and Caſtlemilk, (now St. Mun- 
e). The date of this charter is not mentioned. It is high- 
Y probable, however, that it muſt have been about the year 
1250 or 1260, when the cathedral church of St. Mungo at 
Gloſrow was built, from which this pariſh has derived its 
ume, Whether the whole of this pariſh, or only a part of 


I, was then called Caſilemilk, as mentioned above, cannot now 
aſcertained. 


U Me 


 Stuation, Extent, Surface, Soil, and Minerals, —This pariſh 
les in that part of the county of Dumfries which was for- 
merly 
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merly called the ſtewartry of Annandale. It extends ſton 
N. to S. nearly 4 miles, and from E. to W. rather mon. 
Being bounded with high hills to the E. and the W. ity 
_ pears like a valley to the traveller at a diſtance ; and the rify 
grounds in the middle of the pariſh, called Nut-holm Hille, ug 
diſtinctly ſeen from the heights above Moffat, on the ven 
boundary of Annandale. From different ſurveys, the patil 
is ſaid to contain about 400 Scotch acres ; + part of which 
is of a loamy and fertile ſoil. On the floping fides of f 
riſing grounds it is more ſharp and ſtoney, The higher gro 
is in general the beſt, and is all arable, except a very fey 
ſmall ſpots, which contain iron and copper-ſtone in abun- 
dance. Some free-ſtone is found in the pariſh of a white co- 
lour, fit for building; and in ſome parts of the lowlands 


there are lime-ſtone and ſeveral valuable marl pits, ( 

a cc 
Rivers, Fiſh, Mineral Water, Woods, Cc. The river Miltrui 6 n 
along the N. E. fide of the pariſh, and divides it from TunderWif qu: 
garth ; afterwards it interſects the pariſh for almoſt two miles, bot 
and, on the eaſtern extremity, empties itſelf into the river vit 
nan. The Annan runs nearly 4 miles along the S. and W. adi are 


ſeparates St. Mungo from the pariſhes of Dalton and Cummer-Wih he: 
trees. Both theſe rivers abound with freſh water and (ea- lic 
trout, ſalmon, and hirlings. Theſe waters were much r. 
ſorted to by ſportſmen from diſtant parts of the country, but 
fince the general uſe of lime as a manure, the number of fi 
has greatly decreaſed. In the Annan, a little below the 
manſe, there is a pool called the Rock- Hole, vulgarly Rocha 
of an aſtoniſhing depth, formed in the middle of a roch 
where incredible quantities of ſalmon are caught, by a ne. 


aud * 


* On Nut-holm Hill, the veſtiges of a Roman, and of ſeveral Britiſh cn 
could lately be diſtinctly traced ; but by the lapſe of time, and the progrels a 
cultivation, they are now almoſt entirely defaced. 
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and ſingular mode of fiſhing, called grappling. Three or four 
urge hooks are tied together, in different directions, on a 
frovg line, having a weight of lead ſufficient to make it fink 
immediately as low as the perſon inclines, and then by giving 
the rode a ſudden jerk upward, the hooks are fixed into the 
lmon, which are thus dragged to land by force. Salmon 
and hirlings are moſt plentiful in theſe rivers in the month of 
Auguſt, This pariſh likewiſe abounds with ſprings of excel- 
lent water; and there is one mineral well, which, as far as 
the writer knows, has never been applied to any valuable 
purpoſe. There are alſo ſeveral natural woods and planta- 
tions, the banks of the Milk being clothed with natural wood, 
heautifully ſloping towards the river; and the hills orna» 
mented with planted wood on the molt conſpicuous parts, 


abun. 


te co. 
riands 
Climate and Diſeaſes, Gc.— The air is generally moiſt for 
z conſiderable part of the year. As the Solway Frith is only 


e 6 miles diſtant, aud the country around is very hilly, greater 
inder. quantities of rain are ſuppoſed to fall on this and the neigh- 
mile bouring pariſhes, than in any other part of the county. Not- 
r 44-08 withſtanding of theſe circumſtances, no epidemical diſeaſes 
. ul are prevalent here, and the inhabitants are uncommonly 
nmer-W healthy, except that they are ſometimes afflicted with the co- 
d fer. lic in rainy weather, | 
h res 
, but Population, —The population of St. Mage has varied con- 
F (6 fderably at different periods: 
them © the year 1755, the number of ſouls was only = 481 Increaſe. 
In ——— 1763, by an accurate ſurvey, it amounted to 600 
ot chil, : 
Increaſe in 8 years —— 119 
rock, In —— 1784, it was reduced to - & = $360, 
a ne Decreaſe in 21 years K <- =« 40 
and 1 1792, by an exact enumeration, it had roſe to = Surplus 40 | 

can Increaſe in the laſt 8 years, = 80 3 
geb Total increaſe in 37 years — 159 

Vor. XI. 3 C Employment, 


For note ſee next page. 
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Employments, Wages, &c,—As this pariſh is ſurrounmdeduiſ. 


igh 
many thriving and populous villages, very few mechanics tc. ig 
tide in it. There are only 2 or 3 joiners, and about as many 


weavers, blackſmiths, and tailors. There are no Writers, 
ſurgeons, nor ſhoemakers in the pariſh. There is but one 
alehouſe, ſituated on the turnpike road from Glaſgow to Car. 
liſle. The number of farmers, great and ſmall, amounts to 
about 50; and of thoſe who occupy cottages, the number may 
be nearly the ſame, The farmers cultivate their lands them. 
ſelves, with the help of their families, ſervants, and catta. 
gers. The wages of a man by the day have lately increaſe 
to 18. 4d. or 18. 6d. in ſummer, and to 10d. or 18. in winter; 
and of a woman to 18. in ſummer, and 8d. in winter. Servants 
hired by the half-year, and maintained in the houſe, are pail 
at the ſame rate, 


Ecclefiaſtical State, &c,—All the inhabitants are of the 
Eſtabliſhed Church, except 22. Of theſe 2 attend the Englik 
Chapel, 2 the Kirk of Relief, 2 the Burgher, and 16 the An- 
tiburgher Meeting-Houſes in the neighbourhood. The church 
and manſe are ſituated in the very extremity of the pariſh to 
the S. W. on the bank of the river Annan, where the lands, 
which riſe by a very gradual aſcent, to the diſtance of halt a 


mile, in every direction, have formed by nature a molt de. 
lightful 


The cauſe of the decreaſe, between 1763 and 1784, is imputed to a diviſion 
of the commons in the pariſh, which took place about the year 1770. The 
poorer ſort of the people, being thus deprived of ſome of their former privileges 
removed to the neighbouring towns of Lockerbie and Ecclesfechan. Another 


circumſtance might have contributed to diminiſh the number of inhabitants WW } 
Sometime ago, a plan was adopted by ſome of the heritors, of rouping their mai 
muir farms annually ; ; whereby they were more thinly inhabited, and frequently Uke 
poſſeſſed by the proprietors themſelves. Fortunately this cauſe of depopulatin * 


is removed, the farms being now let on leaſe; 


their 
uently 


lation 
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lightful ſituation +. The preſent church was built in 1754, 
but ſeems never to have been properly finiſhed. It is nei- 
ther plaſtered nor ceiled. It has no bell; and the ſeats are in 
a ruinous condition. There are only the traces of a dyke a- 
round the church-yard. The manſe and offices were built 
only 7 years ago, at an expence of 3741, Sterling, and are 
already ſcarcely habitable! This fingular fact can only be 
accounted for, from the abſurd method, which the generality 
of heritors in this part of the country adopt, of contracting 
for manſes, kirks, &c. with the friend of ſome leading man 
in the pariſh, or with ſuch as will build them at the ſmalleft 
expence, And though the preſbytery get tradeſmen upon 
cath, to declare them ſufficient, yet even this does not pro- 
dace the defired effect; for ſuch people generally declare, not 
that the work is ſub/fantially executed, or that the houſes will 
ſtand ſor a reaſonable time, but only, that the money is laid 
out according to the eſtimate; Hence the houſes built at the 
expence of the pariſh, are ſuperficially execnted, and conſe- 
quently productive of much additional trouble and expence; 
both to the heritors and to thoſe who occupy them;—— The 
King is patron; The ſtipend was formerly only gol. Ster- 
ling; it is now 521. 10s; excluſive of the glebe, which is eſti. 
mated at 40l. per annum, being upwards of 40 Scoteh acres 
of the beſt land in the pariſh. About 2 years ago the preſent 
inoumbent obtained an augmentation of 4 chalders of bear 
and meal, worth about 40l. more. There is no parochial 
ſeboel in the patiſh, nor any ſalary appropriated for the ſup- 
30 2 port 


ln the centre of this vale, where the manſe is placed, there are ſome re- 
Mains of an ancient village (built probably by the friars from Glaſgow), and 
likewiſe of an extenſive garden, with a fiſh-pond in the middle of-it. Of theſe, 
the preſent incumbent hath ſeen many infallible proofs, though neither tradi- 
ton nor hiſtory (as far as he knows) have thrown any light on the ſubject. 


—_— —— — 4 —— — 22343 A „ - 


554% _ — — 
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port of a teacher. Proper meaſures ate now taking to reme. Pro 
dy this ſhameful defect. me v 


Poor. The number of perſons receiving alms from the 
. pariſh does not at preſent exceed 8; though it is ſometimes 
greatly more. They are ſupported by the collections at th old 
church, and by the charity of their neighbours, Though 33- 
none of them are permitted to beg from houſe to houſe, qe N 
we are greatly moleſted with vagrants from other pariſhes, 
Some wiſe regulations, obliging the poor to content then ne 
ſelves with ſeeking charity within the bounds of their ih = 
ſpeQive pariſhes, were lately adopted by the juftices of wi 
peace, and had for a time a ſalutary effect. The oſlic 
however, have become more remiſs in enforcing theſe regula me 
tions, and vagrants are nearly as numerous as before. 


Proprietors, Rents, Improvements, &c,— There is one cc 
fiderable proprietor, and about 19 others, who all reſide, er- wir. 
cept two or three, One half of them poſſeſs their whole pro- 
perty themſelves. The annual real rent is about 18000 
Sterling, and the valued rent 2285 merks Scotch. The farms 
are in general let from 20l. to gol. per annum; and a few 
low as 10l. About the year 1769, a ſpirit of improvement 
was introduced into the pariſh, the good effects of which ar 
viſible, in the ſubſtantial farm houſes, encloſures, domeltic 
economy, and the general appearance of the inhabitants 
The whole pariſh is now encloſed, and the commons are ut- 
der cultivation, which muſt, in a few years, greatly increaſe 
both. the rent and the number of inhabitants. The greatel 
part of the pariſh is thirled to the mill of Caſtlemilk, and 
pays, of multure, nearly a gth part of the whole; which 3 
very heavy drawback on the improvement of the country- 


Product 
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Produce and Cattle. Oats, barley, rye, potatoes, flax, and 
ne wheat, are produced in the pariſh. The oats and po- 
«toes are generally conſumed at home, and the barley is ex- 
+d from Annan, either to Liverpool or Lancaſter, or to 
me of the manufaQturing towns near Glaſgow. The wheat 
ſold to the bakers in Dumfries. The average price of oats 
15, —0f barley, 25. 6d.—of rye, 5s.—and of wheat, 58. 6d. 
he Wincheſter buſhel. The farmers, and even the cottagers, 
| ſwine for the market, which weigh from 10 to 20, or 22 
lone each, 14 lib. to the tone. They are ſold for the Eng- 
ih market, from 3s. 6d. to 5s. a ſtone. The inhabitants 
ikewiſe rear a conſiderable number of young cattle, which 
hey generally ſell when a year old; and there is hardly a 
mer who does not rear a foal annually, which at a year old 
erally ſells at from 81. to 121. 


Wild Animals. There are plenty of partridges and ſome 
nir-fowl in the pariſh. The ſwallow, cuckoo, wheat-ear, 
ad woodcock, are the only birds of paſſage. The king's- 
her frequently appears on the banks of the rivers. The ſea- 
Wl from the Solway Frith, 6 miles diftant, is the forerunner 
exceſſive rains or high winds. There are alſo plenty of 
es, and ſeveral foxes, in the pariſh. 


Roads, Fuel, &c.——The great turnpike road from Car- 
le to Glaſgow runs through the E. end of the pariſh, by the 
ridge over the river Milk. The converſion of the ſtatute 
our into money, has contributed greatly to the improve- 
ent of the roads in the neighbouring pariſhes; and it is 
ped, that this practice will ſoon be more effectually intro- 
iced into this. The want of a bridge over the river Annan, 
F which a communication might eaſily be opened with the 


Solway 
4 


nay Frith, for the exportation of grain, and for the im- 


. 
| 
| 
| 
» 
g 
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portation of lime, and eſpecially of coal, is a great obftrud; 
to the improvement of this part of the country. The moſ 
being almoſt exhauſted, fuel is extremely ſcarce, the nein 
coals being at the diſtance of 20 miles, which render t 
neceflary article of domeſtic ceconomy very expenſive. 850 
ſpirited exertions, however, are now making by one of t 
proprietors, to diſcover this uſeful mineral, and, from a 
pearances, ſucceſs may be hoped for. 


CASTLEMI L K. 
There is only one geutleman's ſeat in this pariſh wor 
of notice, Caſtlemilk ſtands on a moſt beautiful flop 
hill, in the middle of a fine valley, through which the tin 
Milk glides gently along. Oliver Cromwell inveſted d 
Caſtle ; and though his entrenchments (ſtill diſtinctly vifbl 
had greatly the command of it, 1t ſtood out for a conſiderah 
time“. The Caſtle was demoliſhed in the year 1507, a 
converted into a dwelling houſe, which has fince been mu 
improved. It is now one of the moſt delightful and romant 
fituations which can well be conceived, having fine pleaſut 
grounds ſurrounding it, and a beautiful country in its neigt 
bourhood. The preſent proprietor is RoBERTSso Linn 
DALE, Eſq. + 


N UN 


* From the tumuli in Ot1vzs's camp, and immediately under the Cal 
which was opened ſome years ago, it is evident, that the loſs of lives, in ü 
ſiege, muſt have been very great. 


+ CasTLEMILK was formerly a ſeat of the ancient lords of Annandale, e 
came from the Baues to the STEw ATS by WALTER, High Steward of Sc 
land, marrying the daughter of King Ronxar Baver; and ſo deſcended 
RoBERT, High Steward of Scotland, their ſon, the firſt of the Stewarts tn 
name to the Crown, in 1371. It afterwards belonged to the Maxwells and 
Douglaſſes. It was beſieged by the Duke of Somerſet, Protector in 
Minority of Epward VI.; whoſe ſtation is till extant, the balls being foul 
in 1771, when planting that ſpot, which is ſtill called © the Cannon Holes 
Sir Joux STEWART of Capi, near Glaſgow, takes his deſignation 
his place. |; 
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NUMBER XXX. 


AND AND PARISH OF CIMBRAES. 


(County of Ayr—Preſbytery of Irvine—Synod of 
Glaſgow and Ayr.) 


a Friend of the Rev. Mr. HEngy Granan, Minifter of 
| that Pariſh, 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 


HE name Cannar, CimBRar, or Cimbraes, is ſaid to 
be derived from the Gaelic, implying a place of ſhelter, 


the ſea, diſtant from Largs 2 miles, upon the E.; from the 
and of Bute 4 miles, to the W.; and ſeparated from the 
ttle Cimbraes, upon the S., by a ſtrait three quarters of a 
le over. The length of the iſland, from N. E. to S. W., 
* miles; the breadth, from E. to W., 15 miles. It is of 
regular figure, The ſurface contains about 2, 300 acres, 
e third of which is, or might be made, arable. 


ng bu Hill and Proſpects.— With few exceptions, the hills riſe 
Holes.” 


Uh 2 gentle aſſent, to the various heights and forms they 
E aſſume, 


refuge. It is an iſland in the Frith of Clyde, ſurrounded 
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aſſume, from the ſkirts of the iſland, till towards the cen S 
where they may come near 400 feet above the level of g 
ſea ; and, unleſs in 2 or 3 places, they are not much incun 
bered with rocks, The proſpect, from every point of yi 
is delightful ; particularly from the S., where the Little Cin 
braes, and the Point of Pencroſs, with their ancient caſtle 
bound it by ſea. The Frith, too, often diſplays the ben 
tiful ſcenery of the extenſive navigation of the Weſt ; whij 
that noble beacon, Eilſa, riſes towards the horizon; and, 
the N., Gatefield, in Arran, ſeems to ſupport the clouds ¶ pr 
its brow *, 


Climate and Diſeaſes, —The iſland, being ſurrounded by tl 
ſea, and there being little marſhy ground, the air is pure a 
ſalubrieus. Snow ſeldom lies long; and froſt does not pen 
trate deep, unleſs in very ſevere winters. Its effe& upont 
vegetables in the gardens, is much leſs than on the adjoini 
grounds, The pariſh abounds with excellent ſpring 
ter. Theſe advantages, joined with temperance and induſty 
contribute greatly to the health of the inhabitants. Aber 
evidence of the goodneſs of the climate, there are at preſe | 
(May 1793), 35 people above 60 years of age in the iſland 
an uncommon number advanced in years, in fo ſmall a con 


munity. There is no particular diſeaſe prevalent. Feri 7 
rarely viſit the ifland; and, when they do, ſeldom pro have 
fatal . Inoculation now prevails, which renders the ſmall-pt Lim 
both much milder, and more frequent. an 
tip 
| tho 
* Unleſs the weather is particularly clear, a cloud generally hangs on d A 
top of Gatefield. hl 
+ In the year 1783, a great number of people were attacked by à ner. 
ſever; but it proved fatal in only one inſtance. The ſmall-ypx frequently mi an 
great depredations, when the infection was introduced but once in ſeveral Jen \ 


which indeed was the caſe about 4o years ago, in moſt places of Scotia 
They generally appeared in thoſe days with peſlilential maliguity. 
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$:l, Cultivation, Produce, and Minerals, —The ſoil, in ge- 
ral, is a gravelly loam, and ſome clay. It produces good 
rops of oats, bear, peaſe, potatoes, and ſome flax. The 
nure, befides what is made on the farms, is ſea weed, and 
Als, with ſmall coral, which they dig out of pits in ſeveral 
of the iſland: It has been obſerved, that were the 
ums more generally incloſed, and ſubdivided and improved, 
j the introduction of turnips and ſown grafs, it would add 
ach to the fertility of the iſland. The advantage of theſe 
pprovements, and the addition of the manure, upon their 
ns, that ſuch crops would produce, could not fail, with 
he induſtry of the farmers of this iſland, to be highly bene- 
and would put the ground in a progreſſive ſtate of me- 
oration, Were a plan of this Kind properly formed, there 
an be little doubt but ſuitable encouragement would be given 
by the proprietors, by aſſiſt ing them in inclofing their farms, 
nd by lengthening their leaſes, which are too ſhort, and their 
renewal too precarious, for great exertions ; a circumſtance 
vhich equally affects the intereſt of the praprietor and tenant. 
There is plenty of lime-ſtone in the iſland ; but the great 
expence of coal has hitherto prevented its being uſed as a 
hanure, There is alſo an unexhauſtible fund of free-ſtone, 


Trees, —There are few trees on the iſland ; but the few we 
have, ſeem to grow tolerably well. Lord Glaſgow has made 
Limall plantation of pines and Scotch firs, on a piece of 
nooriſh riſing ground; and, ſhould they thrive, the hills 
night be planted farther up; and, aſſiſted by the ſhelter of 
boſe below, in keeping them from the influence of the ſea 
vater, ſuch plantations might, in time, be very valu- 
ule, from the demand on the Clyde, and the advantage of 
iter carriage. | 


Vox. XI. 3 D | Population, 


re . r 


N 
| 
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Population. The population of this iſland is nearly donkly 
within theſe 40 years. On the fſt of January 1793, they 
were in the pariſh, 


Males 4 - - 247 Perſons under 60 years of age, 4 


Females, - - 262 —— between 60 and 90, « x Vil 
U — — - 70 and 80, . of. 

In all, = 509 —— — and go, . ( _ 

Families, . - 108 aged 96, w a ye 
Average of births for 10 years, 20 | . 
marriages, | 4 Total, - ati 

deaths, 84 u! 

The return to Dr. Webſter, in 1755, Ww as 3 | q 


Hence there is an increaſe of - - oi ef OY 
The number of weavers is - 4 Number of joiners, - 
——ů — — ens — 5 maſons and quarrier, 1 


Cattle, Commerce, Fiſh, Manufa@ures, 5c. There are 1 
preſent, on the ifland, 33 horſes, 350 black cattle, and 30 
ſheep. The prices of proviſions are regulated by the Greet 
ock market, The farmers find a ready ſale for what ti 
can ſpare, after fupplying their families, among the ſeafaring 
people and tradeſmen ; who, beſides a ready market, ſate 
them the expence of carriage. The fiſh chiefly caught here 
are haddocks, cod, whitings, lyth, cuddies, mackerel, aud 
few herrings. Of ſhell fiſh, too, there is ſome variety, but 
in no great quantity, No manufactures of any conſequet 
have ever been attempted here. The chief obſtacles, to an 
confiderable exertion in that way, are the expence of furl 


the want of a ſufficient run of water to drive machinery, anc 
the 


* The farmers and their ſervants conſtitute but a ſmall part of the enn 
Munity, the ſeafaring people being the moſt numerous. Servants wages * 
much the ſame as in the neighbouring pariſhes : men ſervants from 61. to K. 
Sterling, a year; women, from zl. to 41. A maſon gets 26., @ joiner 15 8d, u 
4 tailor 10d., with meat, per day. 
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je ferry being often interrupted by ſtorms. From 1609 to 
00 yards of coarſe linen, however, and ſome linen yarn, 
ire exported from the iſland ; with free-ſtone, to the value. 
{ fully more than 2001. a year“. 


® | 


Village, Harbour and Roads The village of Miluport, con- 
ins about 60 houſes, which have been moſtly built within theſe 
45 years, and are ſtill increaſing. It is pleaſantly fituated on the 
W. fide of the iſland, and has a commodious dry harbour, 
hat will admit veſſels of conſiderable burden, particularly du- 
ing ſpring tides, when the water riſes from 10 to 12 feet along 
he ſhores. There is alſo an anchoring ground, which is well 
gltered by a ſmall rocky iſland, where veſſels may be moor- 
to iron rings in the rocks, and ride in ſafety in the greateſt 
„ems. The proſperity of this village, as well as that of the 
land, is much owing to its being the rendezvous of the Royal 
orge revenue cutter, Captain James Crawferd. The offi- 
ers and crew of this veſſel are inhabitants of the iſland. There 
$ little done to the roads, excepting to that between the vil- 
ne and ferry, which has lately been repaired, and a ready 
9 nercourſe eſtabliſhed between the iſland and Largs, 
 1aVe 

; here 


and 
7, bub 


Proprietors and Rents. — The whole iſland belongs to the 
Earls of (Zlaſgow + and Bute. The valued rent is 10871, 8s. 2d. 
3D 2 Scotch ; 
er 

All the free - ſtone, employed in erecting the much improved harbour of 
Aarpatrick, was taken from this iſland. 

About the beginning of laſt century, according to the tradition of the 
lind, there was a family of the name of Montgomerie, who then poſſeſſed the 
act part of the land now belonging to Lord Glaſgow, and had a manſion 
ue at Billikellet. Among the laſt of that family was Dame Margaret Mont- 


d, is ſaid to have been thrown off amidſt a crowd of people; but, being a 
an of high ſpirit, ſhe purſued the horſe, and received a ſtroke of his foot, 
which 


— TI — 


merie, joint patroneſs of the kirk, who, being on horſeback at the green of the 


AEK Ct —_ —̃ — . ˙ * 
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Scotch; the real rent is nearly yool. The average rent i The 
the arable land may be from 10s. to 125. per acre; and i 
remainder of heath and paſture, from 18. to 28. per acre, 


Church, Poor, and School. — The value of the living is abo 
50l., with a ſmall glebe. The Earl of Glaſgow is patra 
The church was built in the 1612, and is now too ſmall t 


accommodate the inhabitants. The manſe was built abog ( 
26 years ago, and is in good repair. There are few poor in 
on the ſeſſion liſt. The collections made at the church do bor 
amounting to about 16l,, with the intereſt of a ſmall fun Cor 
is nearly equal to their ſupport. Engliſh, writing, and ani dee 
metic, are carefully taught, and the ſchool is pretty well x the 
tended ; but the ſchoolmaſter's lalary and perquiſites are v bon 


trifling. 


Natural Curiaſities.— There are two rocks, called Rejj 
Walls, on the E. fide of the iſland. They riſe out of the el 
vated ground, and run along, or rather acroſs, a plain ne 
the ſea, in the direction of S. by E., and N. by W., dia 
from each other 500 feet, running in parallel lines; the a 
to the E. about zo feet in height, 89 in length, mean thick 
neſs 10 feet; that to the W. 200 feet long, 70 feet lig 
where it comes out of the hill, and 60 feet near its out 
end; the thickneſs 12 feet. In the ſame direction, there 
the appearance of a foundation running into the ſea. Som. 
thing ſimilar to theſe are ſeen in the oppoſite fide of the iſlat 

| 2 


which proved inſtantly fatal, The arms of this ſamily are e upon the endolt 
kirk, and were lately to be ſeen on a part of the ruins of Billikellet. About 
quarter of a mile from Billikellet, there is a large ſtone ſet up on end. About 
feet of it is above the ground. It appears to have been the rude monumem 
ſome ancient hero. There is is alſo a place which the inhabitants point 9% 
having been a Daniſh camp, though no veſtiges of it now remain. 
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They have joints and ſeams like the baſaltic rocks in Staffa, 
hut not columnar. They are compoſed of the ſame materials, 
and may be eſtimated as the production of volcanic fuſion and 
eruption; a proceſs of nature, which, however dreadful and 
tremendous, ſeems to be productive of the greateſt changes 
the ſurface of this globe has undergone. 


Cbaracter.— The people are ſober, regular and induſtrious, 
in a remarkable degree. It is not known, that any perſon 
horn in this pariſh has ever ſtood trial before a criminal court. 
Conſidering their opportunity of improvement, they may be 
deemed intelligent ; and it 1s but juſtice to the ſeafaring part of 
the community to ſay, that, for their line of life, their general 
condu@t is peculiarly proper and praiſe-worthy. 


 NUM- 
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NUMBER XXXI. 


PARISH OF KING-EDWARD. 


By ALESANDER Stmeg0n, A. M. Schoolmaſter of the Parifh 


_ * 13 = | 7 * 


Name, Figure, River, Surface, and Soil. 


EN-EDAR was the ancient name of the pariſh, which 
like all the old names of places in this country, is 0 
doubt a word of Gaelic derivation. The pariſh is of an ob- 
long irregular figure, from the northern extremity, which is 
within a quarter of a mile of the town of Banff, extending 13 
Engliſh miles S. E. and varying from 2 to 5 miles in breadth, 
The Deveron runs along the W. end of it for ſeyeral miles, 
and divides it from the pariſh of Alvah ; but two, detachel 
parts of the latter lie on this fide the river, one of which 
meeting the pariſh of Gamry, entirely disjoins the N. end at 
this pariſh from the reſt. The country, though flat, rather 
than hilly, is diverſified with high and low grounds, and in- 
terſected by ſeveral burns and rivulets. All the higher land 
are covered with ſhort heath, and except where the ſoil is en- 
tirely moſs, or extremely poor, retain marks of former cul- 
tivation, The foil is in general dry and gravelly, but, 8 
may 
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toy be expected, in a pariſh of ſack extent, fields of a diffe- 
ent and oppoſite nature are not uncommon, 


Heritors, Extent, Rent, &c.— The pariſh is the property 
i the Earl of Fife, William Urquhart of Craigſton, Adam 
I:quhart of Byth, ——— Gordon of Iden, and John Ruſſell 
and John Taylor of Balmad ; all of whom, except the Earl 
of Fife and the proprietor of Iden, refide in the pariſh. From 
n zQual furvey of the ſeveral eſtates, except that of Iden, a 
computation of the meaſurement of which is here included, 
he pariſh is found to contain 14,000 Scotch acres, of which 
6482 are arable, 4402 moor and paſture, and 1982 moſs. On 
the property of the Earl of Fife there are 550 acres of wood, 
« that of Mr. Urquhart of Craigſton 500, and on that of 
Mr. Urquhart of Byth 84 acres, conſiſting of various kinds 
of foreſt trees; but chiefly Scotch fir. In low and ſheltered 
ſituations, the wood is thriving and of large ſize; but in thoſe 
that are elevated, and more expofed to the killing blaſts from 
the N. ſea, it riſes little higher than a ſhrub ; however, under 


ob. cer of theſe ſhrubs, 2 ſecond plantation makes greater pro- 
ch is Wyits ; fo that by attention and perſeverance, trees of conſider- 
gude fize may be raiſed in places which appear the moſt unfa- 
adth, wurable to their growth, The valued rent of the pariſh is 


40981, 6s. Sd. Scoteh ; the preſent rent, including 1417 bolls 
« meal, at 108. per boll, is not under 228 fl. Sterling. Cuſ- 
toms and perſorfal ſervices are falling into diſuſe, and on the- 
El of Fife's eſtate they are all commuted. The heritors of 
balmad enjoy only the increaſe of rent which has taken place 
lice the year 1) 50, or thereabout, when this eſtate was fold, 
V King's College; the rent which it bore at the time of the 
® ecativues t6_ be paid tothe faid College and the ſchoot. of 
ordyce. 


Nſbery. The ſalmon ſiſhing on the Deveron, below the 
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cruives, is partly in this and partly in the pariſh of Banff 


and being the property of the Earl of Fife, and let to oi *t 
tackſman, the rent, as far as this pariſh is concerned, canal te 
be exactly aſcertained. An account of the rent of the wha 
has been anticipated, in the report for the pariſh of Gamey' T 
The falmon caught above the cruives are ſold at home at 1 
per lb. 
| 55. 
Mills and Multuret.— The pariſh is accommodated wit E 
2 lint mills, 2 waulk mills, and 10 for grinding corn. Ft ; 
grain carried to the mill, the rate of multure varies fro 
Ar to , and for what is ſold unmanufaQured . is gene 3 
ly exacted, which is called dry or abſtracted multure. Fro: A 
theſe mills, the heritors, who have their tenants reſtricted i In 
a certain mill, receive annually about 328 bolls of meal, p In 
of the rent in grain before mentioned. To enable the tack But 
men to pay this mill rent, and to defray their own labot 
and charges, the quantity of meal made annually in the p 
riſh, together with the grain ſold 3 muſt | * 
from 79000 to 8000 bolls. Epi 
Church and School.—The Rev. Mr. RoßxxT DUrF is mi * 
niſter of the pariſh. The church, which is an old building 
has been repaired, and the manſe rebuilt fince his admiſſon t * 
the charge. The living is Gol. 103. 1d. Sterling, in money; I id, 
chalders, 2 firlots, 2 pecks, of meal, and x chalder of bes Con 
with a glebe of 12 or 13 acres of arable and paſture land od. 
The King is patron, —The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary, lately auf Wie 
mented, and paid by the heritors, is xol.; as ſeſon-clerk l Prop 
receives 21. 38. 4d. Scotch, for a proclamation of marriage, att ume 
for regiſtration of a baptiſm 624. Sterling, each. At preſe = 
the number of ſcholars is 27, who are taught to read Engl 2 
] 
V 


See Vol. I., No. L. 
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at 28., writing, arithmetic, or Latin, at 28. 6d. per quar- 


ter. 


Poor The number of poor at preſent on the roll is 2g. 
The collections in the church 181. ; intereſt ofmoney ſaved, 121. 
105. ; annual rent of a mortification, 61. 10s. ; ſeat rents, 11. 
55.3 penalties, and the uſe of a mortcloth, 51. make a yearly 
revenue of 431. 58. for their ſupport. 


Population, —The population of this pariſh has been almoſt 
fationary for the ſe laſt 10 years, but has increaſed above 
one 6th within the 30 preceding: 


In the year 1783, the number of ſouls was 1572 
In —— 1793; it is — — - 1577 


Increaſe 5 
But in —— 1755, it was only 1352 220 
e pt Total increaſe in 40 years, — 225 


Of theſe there are belonging to the Eſtabliſhed Church, 1520 
Epiſcopals, = 30 Relief Seceders, 15 
Roman Catholics, 8 Bereans, - 4. 


Village, —New Byth, which is the only village in the pa- 
riſh, began to be feued in 1764, on a plan ſimilar to that of 
Cumineſtown in Monquhitter *. It contains 195 inhabitants, 
and enjoys the advantage of a charity ſchool. By feuing and 
dividing the land into ſmall parcels, James Urquhart, the late 
proprietor of Byth, raiſed the rent of his eſtate nearly to 5 
limes what it was in 1731, when he came to the manage- 
ment of it. The valuation of this eſtate is only one roth, and 
the number of its inhabitants more than one ath of the whole 
pariſh, 

Vor. XI, 3 E. A 


®* See Vol. VI. No. XVIII. 
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A houſe, formerly intended as a linen manufadtory, and for 
ſome time uſed as ſuch, diſtant from the pariſh church 10 
miles, was laſt year converted into a chapel of eaſe, for the accon. 
modation of the people at Byth. Application was made to the 
Society for Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, for the aid of 
their bounty, who, with reſervation of the right of patron. 
age, agreed to give 251. a-year for the ſupport of a clergy. 
man, upon condition that the heritor of Byth would give ſe. 
curity for the ſame ſum, afford him a dwelling-houſe ani 
offices, with land ſufficient to maintain a horfe and 2 cows, 
As theſe conditions are complied with, the affair will be eſta. 
bliſhed on ſuch a footing as to afford a decent living to the 
miſſionary, and be a laſting advantage, not only to this pa. 
riſh, but to thoſe parts of ſome neighbouring pariſhes, which 
are alſo diſtant from their own churches, 


Agriculture, Oe. —All the people, even thoſe who are 
handicraftſmen and artificers, are employed in agriculture, 
According to their extent, and the quality of the land, the 
rent of farms varies from 61. to 851., valuing the meal at 10:, 
per boll. Improvements in agriculture have made confider- 
able progreſs for ſome years paſt. The mode of culture, and 
Totation of crops, have undergone 2 great and almoſt total 
alteration fiace the year 1745: Even later than that period, 
the uſe and efficacy of lime as a manure “, the advantage of 
artificial graſſes, fallow, and green crops, were little known: 
Theſe are now ſo common, that not only the principal farm- 
ers, but almoſt every cottager, has a proportion of his land 

in 


* Inſtead of each farmer for himſelf burning lime at home, which till late 
was the general practice, ſhell lime from England and the S. of Scotland is im- 
ported by choſe priacipally who are diſtant from lime-ſtone. It is only 5 or 6 
years ſince this trade began, and ſo much has the demand increaſed, that 14 
cargoes were imported at Macduff this feaſog, 
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in potatoes, tornips, and clover, Small black oats, which 
formerly occupied what was called the ont. field, have given 
place to white oats; and the diſtinction of infield and outfield 
begins to be leſs attended to. After fallow or turnips, where 
the land is dry, the following crop is barley, with ſown graſs 
for 3 or 4 years; where the land is wet, oats are found to 
ſucceed better. After breaking up, the rotation differs ac- 
cording to the nature of the foil, and genius of the farmer. 
Moſt families raiſe flax ſuſticient for private uſe ; and ſome 
have obtained premiums from the truſtees, __— The advan- 
tges of incloſures are better underitood than experienced. 
Excepting the fields in the immediate poſſeſſion of ſome of the 
heritors, we have few fenced with ſtone or hedge. Stones fit 
for building are not to be found above ground ia any part of 
the pariſh ; and incloſing with hedge, or ſtone quarried and 
carried to a diſtance, would be attended with an expence, 
greater than the rent of land and the ſhortneſs of leaſes can 
ford. Though ſome of the heritors are difpoſed to make 
compenſation at the expiration of a leaſe, for building and in- 
cofing ; yet the expence of both, or either of theſe, would 
ink too much of the ſmall ſtock, with which many commence 
larmers. 


Manner of Living, Produce, &c.—Animal food is rarely an 
article in the bill of fare, but on holidays; among the better 
lort of farmers, tea is uſed once and often twice a-day; and 
"xcafionally among thoſe of inferior rank. Inſtead of ale, 
wth which our forefathers uſed to make merry, whiſky punch 
3 now uſed at all focial meetings. Oats, bear, and peaſe- 
meal, potatoes, and other vegetables, with milk, conſtitute 
te ordinary fare of the bulk of the people. Beſides what is 
dxceflary for this purpoſe, all the rent paid in grain, and æ 
*oniderable quantity of meal and grain, belonging to the te- 

3 E 2 


SAULS 
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nants, are annually exported to the S. and W. of Scotland. 
When the price is low, bear-meal ſometimes finds a market uon 
in Norway. The brewery of ale and porter at Banff, and icons 
the ſmall licenſed whiſky ſtifls in the neighbourhood, afford 2 
good market for barley : Theſe laſt, beſides increaſing the con. 000 
ſumption and price of barley, and ſupplying us with whiſky, lack. 
of a quality greatly ſuperior to what we have from the large 
{tills in the ſouthern diſtricts, as well as cheaper, and no le 
wholeſome than foreign ſpirits, have given agreat check to ſmug. 
gling, and, in every point view, are a reciprocal advantage to 
the farmers, and the country at large“. Extending the pa. 
ſture, and rearing cattle for the grazier and drover, are at 
preſent the principal objects of the farmer; for this purpoſe 
turnips are more frequently applied to, than feeding for the 
butcher, A high proportion of rent in Kind is ſometimes an 
obſtrudion to this mode of farming, as it lays the tenant un. 


der the neceſlity of keeping more land in tillage, than he can 
properly manure, which muit prevent him from having ei- 0 50 
ther ſo much graſs or corn, as he might have, at leſs expence, 
1H not fo reſtricted, But the converſion of ſuch rent into 

money 


In 1582, ſcme farms of an early foil produced what was neceſſary to Mg 
maſter and ſervant ; but the deficiency of the crop of that year, was ſuch, in 
general, as to make the importation of grain ſrom England neceſſary, It would 
be doing injuſtice to the principal proprietors of the pariſh, not to mention that 
they voluntarily ſhared the calamity of that, and the following year, by fupply- 
iug the people with meal and grain at a reduced price, accepting bear- meal i- 
ſtead of oat- meal for part of their grain rent, and a moderate converſion in no- 
ney for what they could not afford to pay in kind. By theſe acts of humanity 


en the part of the heritors, the diſburſement of 80l. extraordinary from the vol 
poor's fund, and 15 bolls of meal ſent by Government, the wants of the poor leid: 
were ſupplied, and the unfortunate aſſiſted. An advance in the price of black tum! 
cattle, and the plentiful crop 1784, ſtill more effectually repaired the loſs ful- muſt 
tained by the two preceding years, which would otherwiſe have been nut cloth 


deeply felt, , don 


of King-Edward. 405 


nd, none y having in ſome inſtances taken place, and every ad- 
ket tion of rent, on renewing a leaſe, beng now in money, this 
and convenience will ſoon be removed. 


Cattle, Wager, &. — The pariſh at preſent maintains 1792 
Mack cattle, 447 horſes, and 1334 theep. About 400 black 
attle can be ſpared annually; moſt of them being fold young, 
or under 3 years old, the average price may be eſtimated 
t3l. 18s. The number of ploughs is 135, of which 15 are 
irwn by oxen, 76 by 2 horſes, and 44 by 4 horſes, each; 
f carts 326, of which 3 are drawn by oxen, 76 by 2 horſes 
n a line, and 247 by a fingle horſe each. By a ſtronger 
freed of horſes, and an improved conſtruction of ploughs and 


A arts, the operations of huſbandry are greatly facilitated, and 
_— increaſing price of labour in ſome meaſure counterbalan- 
» Wo A ſingle man, with a pair of horſes, will do more work 
u! che fame time, than was performed by 2 men and 4 horſes, 


40 years ago. The hire of a man qualified to work a pair of 
horſes is from Gl. to 81. ;—of a woman farm- ſervant, from 
A. 10s. to 31. per annum ;—of a man engaged for harveſt 11. 
155, ;—of a woman for ditto, 11. 18., with maintainance. The 
day-labourer earns 8d. with, or 10d. without maintenance; 
men employed at cutting hay, 18. with, or is. 44d. without 
" WW icuals. Women are chicfly employed in making woollen 
ad linen cloth for family uſe, and partly for fale, ſpinning 
bat b for the thread and linen manufacturers, knittmg Rock- 
. WW "gs, and in the dairy “. 
U- Sheep, 


* About 60 years ago, they were much employed in making a ſpecies of 
rollen cloth called white ⁊bebe, containing 30 elis each, which were uſually 
poor wid at Is, per ell. At the above period, and for ſome. years aiter, when the 
kumber of ſhcep was perhaps ten times what it is at preſent, this manufaQurs 
Buſt have been very advantageous ; but from the deſire of preſent profit, the 
doch was often made ſo flight and coarſe, as to ruin a trade, wkich, under 
WM management, migkt have been of laſing bencat to the country. 
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Sheep, Commerce, &c.— When ſheep abounded here, g 
paſture, which for a great part of the year was common, y 
ſo overſtocked, and ſo little food afforded them in tims ; 
ſnow, that many hundreds died in a ſevere ſeaſon ; and that 
that ſurvived were of ſmall ſize and value. When ſo lim 
attention was paid to them, the profits of a flock muſt hay 
been ſmall and uncertain, which, with the expence of wints 
herding, when turnips and ſown graſs were introduced, m 
be aſſigned as the principal cauſes, why their number is | 
greatly diminiſhed, Where they ſtill retain their groun 
the breed is improved both as to ſize and quality of wa 
The articles which bring in money, are grain, cattle, butter 
cheeſe, and linen yarn. Of theſe, cattle, in the opinion of th 
moſt judicious farmers, is the ſtaple commodity. 


Roads and Fuel. —The public roads are made and repeite 
by the ſtatute labour, which the people perform with telue 
tance, and often in a ſuperficial manner. The poſt road ira 
Banff to Turriff 1s well ſupplied with bridges, and has of la 
been much improved; but on this, as well as on many pn 
vate roads, much remains to be done. It is the general op 
nion, that aſſeſſments in money, or the introduction of tun 
Pikes, are the only effectual way of making and keeping 0 
roads in good repair, as the experience of many years inen 
the ftatute labour to be inadequate to that purpoſe. Pet 
turf, and broom, are uſed for fuel. Wet ſeaſons, of wiis 
we have had many of late, together with the great expe! 
of preparing and bringing home peats, induced many to bu! 
Engliſh coal, even before the late reduction of duty on 0 
neceſſary of life took place. 


Chara@er of the People. — The people are ſober and indui 


trious, ſubmiſſive to the laws, and attached to their reſpec 
5 
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te heritors. Though not in affluent circumſtances, they all 
joy the neceſſaries, and many of them, the comforts of life; 
4 ſeem as well ſatisfied with their fituation as can be ex- 
Hed. In point of living, dreſs, and cleanlineſs, their con- 
bon is ſuperior to what it was in former times. It is high - 
reaſonzble, that an order of men, by the fruit of whoſe la- 
urs all are fed, ſhould enjoy ſuch a competence as to make 
fr condition eaſy and comfortable. They claim the ſup- 
ert and encouragement of all who with well to their coun. 
77, who have any intereſt in its proſperity, or power to pro- 
jote 12, 


Propoſed Improvements. To give greater encouragement 
the induſtrious, and make improvements in agriculture. 
pore permanent and extenſive, nothing is more requiſite in 
his place than longer leaſes. The uſual period of leaſes does 
t exceed 19 years ; though, it muſt be owned, there are 
ceptions on Craigſton's and the Earl of Fife's eſtates. The 
verſion of multures, and particularly of abſtracted mul. 
ures, might likewiſe promote this end, and would certainly 
te the future generation ſrom an accumulating tax on im- 
rovement. As what is here ſuggeſted is at preſent in agita- 
lon, and has already, in ſome inſtances, taken place, this 
nevance will be ſocn remedied, and the people enjoy the 
ne privilege in manufaAuring their grain, which they have 


making their carts and ploughs, of employing thoſe who 
fre them Leſt, | 


(alle — On the poſt road from Turriff to Banff, lands the 
In of the Caſtle of King Elward (from which the pariſh 
ably derived its name), the ancient ſeat of the once 
prertul Earl of Buchan . It ſcems to have been a place 


of 


' the year 1272 ALEXANDER CUMIN, Earl of Bucuax, founded an Hoſs 


pital 
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of great ſtrength, fortified on the 5. fide by a ſteep roc 
waſhed by the burn of King-Edward, and, on the other {4 
where the ſite of the building is on a level with the adh 
cent ground, by a wide and deep ditch, 


NUM 


pital at Turriff, and endowed it with a certain extent of land in the neighboy 
hood af that village, and an anwual payment of grain, 2 chalders of meal, ax 
3 chalders of bear, in lieu of the tythes of his Caſtle of Ken-zDax, This bd 
pital was to contain 13 poor men who had been labourers in the country 
Buchan, and a maſter and 6 chaplains, who were to ſay daily prayers for hi 
ſoul, for the ſouls of his predeceſſors and ſucceſſors, and of King ALzxaxa 
the III. 

A law was lately opened on the farm of Strathairy, in which was ſound 
ſmall urn containing ſome aſhes ; in digging away the earth many looſe irregula 
ſtones were found, particularly round the baſe of the mount, and in ſome plac 
marks of fire were diſcovered. On the ſame farm there is a ſmall ſpot, calle 
Given GrouND, Which, till lately, it was thought ſacrilege to break with ſpade 
or plough. It is now converted into a corn field, nor has any interruption bea 
given by the ancient proprietors. This is mentioned as one inſtance, u 
many, of the decline of ſuperſtition. | 


roc 
* {fide 
adh 


F Crimond, 409 


NUMBER XXXIII. 
PARISH OF CRIMOND. 


(County and Synod of Aberdeen—- Preſbytery of Deer.) 


By Mr. WILLIAM GaLL, Afiftant to the Rev. Mr, Jauxs 
JounsTon Miniſter of the Pariſb. 


Situation, Extent, Surface, and Rivulets, &c. 


HE pariſh of Crimond is fituated in that diſtri& of 

Aberdeenſhire, called Buchan, and lies nearly in a line 
between the ſea port towns of Peterhead and Fraſeriburgh ; 
being about 9 miles diſtant from the former, and 74 from 
the latter; and bounded on the N. E. by the German Ocean. 
The figure of the pariſh, including the Loch of Strathbeg, 
(part of which is in the pariſh of Loanmay), is triangular. 
The baſe of the triangle, adjacent to the German Ocean, 1s 
nearly 3 miles, and its height is about 5% miles. It contains 
about 4600 acres, of which nearly 3000 are arable, The re- 
mainder is occupied by moſſes, links, ſands, a common, and 
tle lake of Strathbeg. About a quarter of a mile from high 
Vater mark, there is a ſteep hill along the ſhore, almoſt per- 
pendicular, and nearly 200 feet in height. From the ſummit 
df this hill there is a gradual deſcent for about a mile, till the 


Vol, XI. 3 F ground 
21 
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ground be but a little higher than the level of the ſea; after 
which there is a gradual aſcent, with a few variations, to the 
upper part of the pariſh. As the pariſh lies very flat, there 
are few ſprings of ſoft water; and, in dry ſummers, many 
have conſiderable difficulty, and muſt go to a great diſtance tg 
procure water for themſelves and their cattle. There are a fey 
ſtreams of ſoft water in the pariſh, ariſing from moſſes ; but 
they contain very little water in ſummer. The moſt conk. 
derable of theſe ſtreams, or burns, divides the pariſh of Cri. 
mond from Loanmay, and falls into the Loch of Strathbeg; 
but its whole courſe, with all its turnings, will not exceed 
miles. Yet, though there is rather a ſcarcity of ſoft water, 
there are many mineral ſprings ; moſt of them are ſuppoſe 
to be much impregnated with iron. None of them, however, 
have been much uſed for any medicinal purpoſe. 


Heritors and Rent.—The pariſh is divided among 4 heri- 
tors: Mr. Irvine of Drum, proprietor of the lands of Crimond 
and Millhill; Mr. Harvey of Broadland, proprietor of the lands 
of Rattray and Broadland ; Mr. Duff of Fetereſſo, proprie- 
tor of Logie; and Mr. Annand of Haddo, proprietor of Had- 
do; beſides 2, who poſſeſs only a few acres each. Of thele, WF au 
Mr. Harvey of Broadland generally reſides. The valued rent i cal 
of the pariſh is 21721. 13s. 4d. Scotch; the real rent is above WW th: 
x3col. Sterling. The value of the land here has riſen very WW ad 


conſiderably during the laſt 50 or 60 years. th 
| la 

Manufafures and Commerce.—From the ſcarcity of waterin er 
the pariſh, there can be no manufactures eſtabliſhed here. Ihe U 
women, however, are employed partly in ſpinning flax, for k 


the wanufacturers of Aberdeen and Peterhead ; partly in 
ſpinning tow, which is manufactured into a coarſe kind of 


narrow cloth, called harn, which labouring people uſe for 
ſhirts, 
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bicts, and which ſells, unbleached, at about 6d. or 7d. per 
ud; or into a ſtill coarſer kind, which is made into bags 
for carrying grain, and which, being much cloſer woven, 
11s at about 8d. or 10d. per yard. A conſiderable quantity 
of this cloth is ſold yearly at different fairs in this neighbour- 
hood ; and a ftill greater proportion of linen yarn ts ſpun, 
aud ſent by land carriage, chiefly to Aberdeen, a diſt ance of 
35 miles. The women will gain, by ſpinning, from 4d. to 6d, 
a day. | 

FG Kelp, &c.— The coaſt abounds in fiſh, particularly cod, 
which are of an excellent kind (Rattray cod being very famous); 
but for want of a proper landing place, they are not caught 
in very great quantities here. There is no fiſhing town in the 
pariſh ; but ſome of the croſters and artificers, on the eſtates of 
Broadland and Haddo, fiſh in good weather, when they are not 
otherwiſe employed. Mr. Harvey of Broadland propoſes to 
make a proper landing place, but has not yet begun to put 
his plan in execution. Sea weed, or ware, is ufed as a ma- 
nure; and a ſmall quantity of kelp is manufactured here. 
Rattray Head, in this pariſh, is a very dangerous rock. It 
s very low, and ſtretches a good way into the ſea, A great 
aumber of veſſels have been ſhipwrecked there. In theſe 
ales, the conduct of to omany of the lower ranks, in this and 
the neighbouring pariſhes, eſpecially of thoſe who are moſt 
adjacent to Rattray Head, can by no means be juſtified ; for 
they pilfer and carry off from the wreck whatever they can 
lay hold on, ſometimes in a very barefaced manner. The 
erection of a light-houſe at Kinnaird's Head, about 7 miles 
W. from Rattray Head, will probably render theſe wrecks 
leſs frequent at the latter. The laft ſhip wrecked there was 
the Delight of Burlington, a large veſſel, laden with iron, 
wood and tallow, in November or December 1799, 


3F 2 . Climate 
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Climate and Soil. — The climate is healthy, and ſeems n@ 
ſo liable to infectious diſorders, as other pariſhes in the neigh. 
bourhood. The putrid ſore throat raged with great violence 


40 Je 
2 or 3 years ago, in moſt pariſhes in the neighbourhood, ad preve 
carried off great numbers; but though a few were ſeized with k Wl grant! 


in Crimond, none died of that diſorder. Conſumptive diſorders 
are moſt frequent here. At preſent an infectious fever pre. 
vails, which has proved fatal to ſeveral. In ſpring 1192, 20 
people, from x to 16 years of age, were inoculated for the 
ſmall pox. One of them did not catch the infection; the 
other 19 had them in the moſt favourable manner. But not. 
withſtanding this ſucceſs, the example is not likely to be 
followed. 

The land next the ſhore 1s a very light ſandy ſoil, which 
produces, in general, weighty crops of bear, peaſe and beans, 
It is eafily cultivated, and would produce excellent crops of 
early graſs ; but this huſbandry has been ſeldom attempted in 
that part of the pariſh, In the N. W. part of the pariſh, for 
2 or 3 miles from the ſea, is a light loam, earlier than moſt 
other parts; and ſome of it produces weighty crops. Part is 
on a clay bottom; much of it is a cold damp late ſoil, particu- Wi 7! 
larly near the moſſes ; and as a great part of the pariſh ap. Wi 'v 
pears once to have been covered with moſs, this foil is to be Wi 
found in many places. The only grain produced here is oats, Wi *! 


bear, peaſe and beans; the two laſt in not very great quat- 
tities. 


Agriculture and Produce.—It is but lately that any conb- 
derable improvements in agriculture were made here. It d 
indeed nearly 60 years ſince Mr. Irvine of Crimond began to 
uſe lime. But ſo little was the nature of that manure known 
at that time, that he took 7, 8, and even 11 ſucceſlive crops 

; after 
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der liming- Some fields have not yet recovered the bad ef- 
eds of this over-cropping. When the tenants, about 30 or 
jp years ago, began to uſe lime, the landlords, in order to 
prevent over cropping, cauſed inſert a clauſe in the leaſes they 
eranted, prohibiting tenants from tak ing more than 4 crops 
iter folding with ſheep or cattle, and 5 after liming, without 
the intervention of a green crop; but if the 5th crop after 
ming was peaſe, they could, by their leaſe, make the 6th 
hear, and then a 7th and 8th oats. It 1s eaſy to ſee, that ſuch 
z mode of uſing ground, muſt have greatiy retarded improve- 
ment. Liming is not much uſed at preſent here, as moſt of 
the ground, for which it is proper, has already been limed, 
and got ſuch a large doſe, that a ſecond liming is rather hurt- 
ful than beneficial. What lime is now uſed, is commonly har- 
rowed in with bear, and clover and rye-graſs ſeeds, after tur- 


nips and potatoes, in old infield ground. Shell marl is begin- 


ning to be uſed as a manure, and ſeems to anſwer well. 

It is not much above 20 years ſince potatoes, turnips, or 
artificial graſſes, were to be ſcen in the fields in any quantity, 
But people now begin to perceive the advantages of thoſe im- 
provements. Potatoes are planted in quantities ſufficient to 
ſupply the conſumption of the parith, which is confiderable. 
A few were fold laſt year for exportation; but the expence 
of land carriage will probably prevent any attempts to raiſe 
them for exportation, Many have large fields of turnips. 
dummer fallow is ſometimes uſed ; and the potatoe, turnip, 
and fallow fields are generally ſown down with rye-graſs, and 
red and white clover ſeeds; and ſometimes graſs ſeeds are 
ſown in ground not ſo well prepared. But a great deal re- 
mains to be done; and it will be a long time before the diſ- 
tit can arrive at the degree of cultivation it is capable of. 
There is no regular rotation of. crops carried on here, unleſs 
by one or two tenants, A very good rotation, which has been 

uſed, 
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uſed, is, 1ſt, turnips, potatoes, peaſe, or fallow; 24, in alighd 
ſoil, oats ; and, in a ſtrong, barley, each with artificial graſſe 
3d, hay; 4th, . 5th, 6th, and 5th, paſture; 8th, oats: gth, 
ſometimes oats, which finiſhes the rotation ; ſometimes bear oe © 
and, in that caſe, roth oats. 
Nearly the half of the arable ground in he pariſh is in u. . The 
tural or artificial graſſes, About a 5th part of the remainde aſape 
is in potatoes, turnips, peaſe, or other green crop, Every creabn 
tenant, for the moſt part, has a greater or leſſer quantity of z loſer 
flax, chiefly for family uſe. What remains, is in oats and bar. unte 
ley. The turnips are uſed, partly in feeding cattle for tet 
butcher, but chiefly in rearing young cattle, The pariſh wil 
produce nearly, on an average, GO bolls of grain annually; 
of which from 1000 to 2000 are exported ; the remainder is pp 
needed for ſeed, and the ſupply of the inhabitants. The u. 
lue of cattle fold yearly, including a few ſheep, amounts to 
more than the grain exported. Very fine cattle are reatel 
and fed here, The number of black cattle is rather abo 
800. There are but few ſheep. About 20 years ago, horſes WW" 
uſed to be brought ſrom other places, to ſupply the farmers in * 
this and the neighbouring pariſhes ; but now good horſes are Wil ? 
reared and exported, The number of horſes in the diſtrict i 
exactly 205, Some farmers alſo diſpoſe of a little hay. 
Some time ago, in this diſtri, the plough was drawn by 
6 horſes, or 10 or 12 oxen ; now 4 horſes, or 4 oxen, and 
ſometimes 2 horſes, are uſed. The Scotch plough is general 
ly employed. There is ſcarcely any of the pariſh incloled, 
which is partly compenſated by the practice of winter herding 
About 16 or 20 years ago, many of the tenants began to in- 
cloſe with earthen fences ; and perhaps a third part of the pi 
riſh was incloſed in that manner. But as theſe fences ſoo 
mouldered away, and became inſufficient, a ſtop was put ® 


that manner of incloſing, and the earthen fences were gele- 


* 


of Crimond. 415 


ally thrown down. In ſome parts of the diſtri, ſtones are 


lige | 
2 to be got in ſufficient quantities for incloſing; and, even 
90% ere they can be got, a tenant can hardly be expected to in- 


ofe on a leaſe of 19 years, the longeſt generally granted 
e 


The ſhortneſs of leaſes uſually given, ſeems to preſent an 


| 


* nſyperable bar to perfection in agriculture. From the de- 
ver creaſing value of money, the landlord imagines he muſt be 
oy of i ſer by granting a long leaſe. But might not a leaſe be 
bar, panted for 3, 4, or 5 nineteen years, without any material in- 


jury to the landlord, ariſing from the progreſſive decreaſe of the 
nlue of money? For inflance, might not the rent of a farm be 
regulated by the price of oatmeal, or of any kind of grain? 
Suppoſe a farm to be let for 2ol., and the price of oatmeal, 
2. Wit the beginning of the leaſe, to be x0s. per boll, then the 
rat, or 20l., would be equivalent to 40 bolls of oatmeal. 


red WY >uppoſe, at the end of the firſt 19 years, the price of oatmeal, 


ove en an average of 7 years, to be 125. per boll, then let the 
res rat for the ſecnnd 19 years be the price of 40 bolls of meal, 
; in WY 728. per boll, or 241. Suppoſe, at the end of the ſecond 
are WY years, oatmeal to be 148 per boll, then let the rent, for the 
rü brd 19 years, be the price of 40 bolls of meal, at 148. per 

ball, or 281. The riſing rent might in the ſame manner be 
by WY "ulated by the price of cattle or ſheep of a certain weight, 
or of beef or wool, or other productions of the farm. A 
moderate advance might likewiſe be made for the capability 
ct improvement. A long leaſe might ſurely be granted, upon 
is or a fitnilar plan, without materially injuring the land- 
ord; while the tenant would be encouraged to attempt ſub- 
lantial improvements, as he would have a certain proſpe& of 
ping the fruits of his induſtry. 


P opulation. 


of 
LE: ©. 
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Population — According to Dr. Webſter's report, tlie nus 
ber of ſouls, in 1155, was 765 *. 


PorULATION in February 1792. 


Males above 10, - 313 Members of the Eſtabliſhed Church only 

| below 20, ©. <1 205 children included, 6 the E 

Females above 10, a 390 Scotch Epiſcopalians, - 

—— bclo 10, - 97 Antiburgher Seceders, . * 
— Roman Catholics, - "Is the n 


Total t, - 917 Number of families, — yt 


* About the time that the return was made to Dr. Webſter, and for ſome tine 
aſter, the population was ſaid to be on the increaſe, owing chiefly to the dini 
ing of large farms into ſmaller ones. But ſince the year 1770, the populatia 
ſeems to have been upon the decreaſe. In 1772, it appears, from the liſt ket 
by the overſeer of the roads, that there were 232 men in the pariſh, from 16 U 
60, liable to work on the highways. Theſe have gradually decreaſed ſince. ly 
1781, there were but 200; and laſt year only 171. 


+ In February 1793, there was a decreaſe of 15, owing to the removal 
2 families and 5 or 6 artizans out of the pariſh,—It is impoſlible to give a 
account of the births, deaths, and marriages. Scarcely any of the diſſenters its 
ſert their childrens births in the regiſter; and even ſome of the Eſtabliſhel 
Church are equally negligent. Before 1783, no regiſter of burials and marr 
ages was Kept, and ſcarcely the half have been regiſtered ſince that period 
The decreaſe of the population may, among other cauſes, contribute to the high 
price of labour, and to what is of worſe conſequence, the difficulty of procurug 
labourers. At the time that the large farms were divided into ſmaller ones, the 
ſubtenants and cottagers rented partly the ſmaller farms, and partly croſts, from 
the heritor, which were generally too large. When the poſſeſſors of theſe {mall 
farms and croſts were found not to be the beſt improvers of the ground, the 
landlords began to put two or more of the ſmall farms into one, ſo that now 
there are ſcarcely any ſubtenants, and few croſts let by the heritors. As there 
are no villages in the pariſh, and no cottages to be let, but ſuch as have à piece 
of ground annexed to them, young people, for want of a ſettlement, remove to the 
manufaQuring towns of Peterhead and Aberdeen ; ſo that day-labourers and 
handicraft people are procured with the greateſt difficulty. It would probably be 


of great advantage both to themſelves and the public, if the heritors would * 
a 
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(hurch *, School, Poor, Cc. — The ſtipend is a chalder of 
ear, 2 chalder of meal, 700 merks Scotch in money, with 
jo merks for communion elements, and a glebe of about 5 
icres of very good ground. The Earl of Errol is the preſent 
n. The church was built in 1576; at leaſt this date is 
hore one of the doors. It is probable, however, that it had 
mly been repaired that year, as there is ſtill a font ſtone in 
the Z. end. The manſe was built in 1763, and new offices 
tout 4 or 5 years ago.—A new ſchool-houſe, with rooms for 
the maſter, was built in 1791. The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is 
100omerks Scotch, and, including all perquiſites and ſchool fees, 
will not amount to above I1l. or 121, a year.— The poor are 
ee upported by the weekly collections, and the intereſt of x3ol. 
Sterling. Of this, 100 merks Scotch were mortified by a pro- 
te retor of Logie, about the beginning of the century, and 55 
160M necks by Mr. Leſlie, late miniſter of Crimond, about the 
: WW year 1740. Theſe two ſums, by being lent out at intereſt, 
amounted, in 1748, to 7500 merks Scotch; and, in 1782, with 
val of A fome ſmall ſavings, to 1yol. Sterling: A practical proof of 
c de accumulation of money by compound intereſt f. 


Vol. XI. 38 Roads. 


un 


marr 
periol WH 3 ſmall part of their eſtate (near a moſs if poſſible) to be let in ſmall croſts of 2 
: high BN acres to day-labourers and artificers, and to grant them leaſes, By theſe 


means many would ſettle in the country, the beſt nurſery of the human ſpecies, 
adit would always be eaſy to procure labourers and artificers, which is fre- 


from qently not the caſe at preſent. This difficulty of procuring day-labourers, la- 
(all NY Powring ſervants, &c. prevents many improvements from being attempted. It 
6, te Vould alſo be of conſequence, that ſuch crofts were very ſmall, becauſe if they 
now ve large, they would either take up too much of the poſſeſſor's time, or the 
there eeeſſary attention would not be paid to them. 7 | 
piece Mr. WII IIA Law, probably the firſt Preſbyterian miniſter at Crimond 
to the ilter the Revolution, was depoſed, ſoon after the beginning of the century, by 
s and tte Synod of Aberdeen, for what they were pleaſed to call Berg, he having aſ- 
ly be krted in a Synod ſermon, « That virtue was more natural to the human mind 


b than vice,” 629 4 | 
f Siuce that period the capital has decreaſed.” The poor are literally ſupport- 
| ed 
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Roads, — The roads in this diſtrict are repaired by the f,, 
tute labour, which, if properly performed, would have keyt 
them in repair: But the work was always too ſuperficially 
performed, becauſe too much was attempted in one jest. 


And, as the roads ſtood as much in need of repair as eye, * 
in a few years they became very bad. This rendered people ber. 
averſe and aukward in perforining the ſtatute labour. . bot 
fides, about 10, 12, or 20 years ago, the then refiding her. de 
tors frequently repaired their private roads by means of the free 
ſtatute labour; and overſeers were often partial or negl. proc 
gent. More attention, however, has been paid to the public kun 
roads for ſome years paſt, and they are now conſiderably in. hin 
proved. mot 
bur 
Lake, Hill, &c.— The Loch of Strathbeg is partly in the n. .. - 
r:{h of Crimond, partly in that of Loanmay. It contains about Th, 
550 acres, and is above a mile in length from E. to W.; the 
breadth is unequal, The E. end, which is in Crimond, is 
nearly half a mile from the ſea, the W. end ſomewhat far: 1 
ther“. At the E. end of the Loch of Strathbeg, in a v | 
plealant the ( 
low 
ed by the poor. The heritors either do not reſide, or do not attend pul incre 
worſhip. A great many are diſſenters, who contribute little or nothing to the (ray 
ſupport of the poor, For 10 or 12 years paſt, Mr. Irvine of Drum has cu **'t 
5 or 6 bolls of oat-meal, and ſometimes more, yearly, and, at different times , 
money, to be diſtributed among the poor of his eſtate : An example which & emi 
ſerves to be followed by all non- reſiding hexitors, and thoſe who do not attend Ron 
public worſhip. der) 


At the beginning of the preſent century, this lake was of much ſmaller te bin 
tent than it is now. It was conſined to a ſmall part of the E. end, and had 3 " 
communication with the ſea, ſo that veſſels of ſmall burthen could enter i. Y 
People born about the beginning of the century well remembered the firſt oer. 10 
floying of the W. part of the Loch, though the particular year is not non 
khow u, but it muſt have been about 1720. Previous to that time there was! 
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pleaſant ſituation, there is a ſmall hill, of a circular form, 
whoſe top is exactly half a Scotch acre in extent, called the 
Caftle- Hull, It riſes 38 feet above a ſmall plain on the N, E. 
bat is only 12 or 14 feet above the higher ground on the oppo- 
fie fide, The famous Cummine Earl of Buchan, had a ſeat 
here ; but after his defeat at the battle of Inverury, by King 
Robert Bruce, this caſtle fell into ruins. By the blowing of 
the light ſandy ground in the neighbourhood, which very 
frequently happens, it is now covered with a deep ſoil, and 
produces crops of grain and graſs. Such 1s the inſtability of 
human affairs“. About a quarter of a mile S. of the Caſtle- 
hill, the walls of a chapel, ſurrounded by a burial place, are 
moſtly entire T. Around this chapel formerly ſtood the 
burgh of Rattray. It is ſaid to have had the ſame privileges 
33 2 royal burgh, except ſending members to parliament, 
The burgage lands are of conſiderable extent 1. This diſtrict 

3 G 2 is 


bill of ſand, between the hill above mentioned and the ſea, and ſtill higher that 
it. A furious E. wind blew away this hill of ſand in one night, which ſtopped 
the communication between the loch and the ſea by forming a ſand bar. The 
bw lying ground to the W. was ſoon overflowed, and the extent of the loch much 
Increaſed. An attempt has been made to drain this loch: the operations for 
Wining it were begun in 1787, and are ſtill continued, though hitherto unſuc- 
telful, The proper method of draining it does not appear to be yet diſcovered, 


About 60 years ago, Mr. Arbuthnot, then of Broadland, cauſed dig up an 
tminence at the S. E. fide of the Caſtle-hill, where he found a great number of 
Rones, ſuppoſed to belong to the kitchen of the caſtle, as the workmen found 
dem large hearth-ſtones covered with aſhes. 


It is ſuppoſed to have been a private chapel for the uſe of the Earl's 
kmily, The length is 45 feet within the walls, the breadth 18 feet, the thickness 
af the walls 3 feet, and the height of the end walls, ſtill above ground, 32 feet. 
la the E. end of the chapel are 3 arched windows; the largeſt, which is in the 
middle, is 12 feet high and 2 feet wide. The other 2 are each 7 feet high, and 
2 vide. The walls are built of very ſmall ſtones firmly cemented with lime. 


{There are ne only 2 feus, or rather ; feu divided zzto 2. The oldeſt char» 
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420 Statiſtical Account 


is called, in an old charter, the Great Park of Crimoni 
There are, however, very few trees in it at preſent; but M it 
appears, from the moſſes, that there have been large plant 
tions formerly. Many oaks, fill freſh, have been found incor! 
the moſles ; but ſcarcely any other kind of wood. In thei » « 
Places, when the moſs is exhauſted, or nearly ſo, roots 
very large oaks are to be ſeen, as cloſe together as trees of 
their ſize could well be ſuppoſed to grow in a plantation, ln 
the uppermoſt part of Crimond, the adjacent parts of Loan 
may, and a part of Longſide, which was disjoined from Cri. 
mond in the laſt century, there are ſeveral very extenſive 
moſſes contiguous to each other, which, if we may judge 


from thofe already exhauſted, have been once covered with 
wood *. 


Ale Houſes, —There is only one licenced public houſe in} 
the pariſh ; but there are ſeveral perſons, who, by getting 


market 


ter upon this ſeu, extant, was granted in 1629. In that year, in a burgh-court 
holden at Rattray, by the Honourable John Hay of Crimundmogate, Willan 
Dalgardno of Blackwater, and David Rivis of Strathſtedlie, bailies of the burgi 
of Rattray, a jury of 13 honeſt men, citizens of the ſaid burgh, find, that 
Magnus Smith, the father of William Smith, died poſſeſſed of 4 roods of land 
in the ſaid burgh. Upon this, David Rivis, one of the ſaid bailies, ſuperior af 
the lands of Rattray, grants a charter on the ſaid 4 roods in favour of Willan 
Smith.--The next charter is granted in 1675 by William Watſon of Haido 
bailie of the burgh of Rattray, ſuperior of the ſaid lands, in favour of Lobe 
Watſon, ſpouſe of Alexander Biſſet in Bilboe.——The lateſt charter is granted 
in 1711, by Charles Earl of Errol, ſuperior of the lands of Rattray, in favout 
of the daughters of the ſaid Alexander Biſſet and Iſobel Watſon. 


In Fordoun's Chronicle, after mentioning the defeat of Cummine at Int 
rury, it is narrated, © That Bruce purſued him to Turriff, and afterwards de- 
* ſtroyed by fire his whole earldom of Buchan.” The large plantations of tes 
| were no doubt deſtroyed with the reſt of the earldom; and this is the mat 
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t ſets from the exciſe officers, contrive to retail ale and 
firitous liquors during a great part of the year; and as they 
no licence, and hardly any duty on ale, and have little 
aovenience, they can afford to ſell below the ordinary price 
a decent houſe. Hence theſe private ale houſes are too 
nuch frequented, and their effects may ſoon become pernici- 
1s. Drunkenneſs, however, is not a prevailing vice here. 
The ſevere ſeaſon of 1782 was attended with many bad con- 
{quences ; but it had one beneficial effect in this neighbour. 
hood, that of almoſt putting a ſtop to this vice. 


hs NUN 
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NUMBER XXXIII. 


PARISH OF LOCHALSH. 


(County of Roſi—Preſbytery of Lochcarron —Sypnod of 
Glenelg.) | 


By the Rev. Mr. ALEXANDER Dowxtx, Mini/er, 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 


HE general name of this pariſh, like thoſe of moſt at 
the farms of which it conſiſts, ſeems to be Daniſh. It 
is ſituated on the N. W. coaſt of Scotland. The figure af 
the inhabited part approaches neareſt to a quadrangular pen- 
inſula, being incloſed by the ſea on 3 of the ſides. The 
Kyle, or narrow ſea, which ſeparates the adjacent iſland of 
Sky from the main land of Scotland, is its weſtern boundary; 
the bays of Lochduich and Lochlong encompaſs it on the 5; 
and that range of high hills, which divides the eaſt from the 
weſt coaſt of Scotland, bound it on the eaſt. The inhabited 
part is computed to be 10 miles long, and 5 broad, 


3 | Surfact j 


acts 
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Surface, Soil, and Climate, Cc. — The general appearance 
of the country, like that of all Highland pariſhes, is moun- 
uinous. The hills are neither rocky, nor covered with 
heath, as in the neighbouring countries to the N. On the 
teclivity of the ſmaller hills, and in the intermediate hollows, 
the ſoil is rich, and commonly of the ſame quality with the. 
ground which covers lime-ſtone rocks, On the top they are 
covered with thin moſs. The whole produces excellent pa- 
fure, reckoned ſuperior, in quality to any in the neighbour. 
ing countries. The climate, as may be expected, from the 
attraction of the clouds by the high hills in the pariſh, and 
the ſtill higher hills of Kintail and Sky, is exceedingly moiſt 
and rainy, The inhabitants, however, are healthy, and many 
live to a confiderable age. Nervous fevers are the principal 
epidemical diſtempers to which they are ſubject. 


Produce.— The produce of the country is oats, barley, po- 
toes and peaſe. But the attention of the farmer being 
principally occupied in rearing cattle, the raiſing of corn be- 
comes a ſecondary conſideration, The inequality of the ſur- 
ace renders cultivation difficult, and the wetneſs of the climate 
makes the return precarious. In the beſt ſeaſons it does not 
produce corn ſufficient for the inhabitants. They annually 
import oat-meal from Ireland, the Frith of Clyde, or Caith- 
neſs, at from 15s. to 248, per boll, of 8 ſtone Dutch weight. 
The quantity varies, according to the goodneſs of the harveſt, 
or the ſeverity of the ſpring. In a bad ſpring, the cattle often 
conſume their corn after the provender has been exhauſted, 


Cattle —The number of cattle in the pariſh, according te 
ery accurate ſurvey lately taken, is as follows: 


Milk 
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Milk COWS, — 994 Sheep, * 1793 | 4 
Calves, — — 567 Lambs, - 686 foun 
Young cattle, OS Goats, N 1011 
Horſes, — 275 


| Poj 
The ſheep and goats are kept ſolely for family uſe, de p 
the produce of the black cattle, the farmer lives and pays his 
rent to the landlord. About 490 are annually fold to drove i The 
from the ſouth of Scotland, who come to purchaſe them, fron —— 
April to November, The average price will be about three 
guineas. 1D 
Commerce and Cultivation. —A, conſiderable quantity of but. 
ter and cheeſe is annually exported. The butter is eſteemel ihe 
of the beſt quality and higheſt flavour. Formerly, the farmer A 
truſted for winter provender ſolely to paſture graſs, on which N 
no cattle were paſtured from the 12th of Auguſt to the 12th d Co 


November. Having little ſtraw, and no hay, many cattly, 
in ſevere winters, periſhed for want. They now begin to in 
cloſe their ground, and grow natural and artificial hay, by 


which means this loſs is in a great meaſure obviated, By 4 
raiſing more hay, and keeping a lighter ſtock, cattle of greue ill. 
value, ſecure from bad ſeaſons, might be reared. A very et- fath 
tenſive bank of coral and ſhell ſand, to which all the tenants N Tue 
on the eſtate have free acceſs, will greatly contribute to pro- 190 
mote agriculture amongſt them. Of late years it has bee tre 


generally uſed; and experience ſo much convinces them of its pal 
utility, that it is now carried in ſmall boats, bearing from 11M lit 
to x8 barrels, through Lochduich, x5 miles, and ſometimes u har 
a conſiderable diſtance afterwards by land carriage. Thole 
who carry it by contract, demand 6d. per barrel for delivering 
it on the ſhore. By employing large flat-bottomed boats, tie 
price of carriage might be much reduced, and the wy” , 

g 1 
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fund ſo much adapted for corn and graſs, more univerſally 
uſed. 

Population, Manner of Living, &. Within theſe 40 years, 
the population is more than doubled. 


The number, at preſent, is, of males, - - 649 
— — fe males, x _ - W 11 0 694 


an a, ::- JFC 
u Dr. Webſter's report, the number is only - 613 


but. I ncreaſe, — — - as LE 721 
oa The preſent number of families is Fe 5 4 279 
* As there was & confiderable emi gration from this country 
* to North America, in 1970, and a large drain of young men 


to recruit the army during the late warꝰ, it is difficult to aſ- 
ign adequate cauſes for this rapid increaſe of population. 
It cannot be accounted for, from any change in the diviſion of 
of harms, moſt of which have been bounded by the ſame marches 


5B for upwards of a century, and ſtill poſſeſſed by what may be 
"BY called the Aborigines of the country, often deſcending, from 
* father to ſon, in the ſame family, to the fourth generation. 
4 | 


The cultivation of potatoes, introduced here about 45 years 
ns ago, (which, with various kinds of fiſh, now conſtitute the 
greateſt part of the food of the people,) ſeems to have princi- 


little of their attention, during the ſummer and beginning of 


* harveſt, they are much employed in fiſhing of ſythe, (a ſmall 
„ies of the cole fiſb), herrings, and ſometimes ling, cod and 
2 — 3 H ſkate. 
ure, 


3 e Since writing the above, the proprietor, who is now raiſing 4 regiment, 
| tiled here upwards of 40 volunteers in 2 days. 


ly contributed to it. Their mode of farming, requiring 


. IE IIILSIEELERT TS 
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ſkate, The ſythe are eat freſh ; the herrings are pickled, 9 
be eat with the potatoes during the harveſt, winter, 2 
ſpring. Though 63 boats be employed in this manner, tt 
are no fiſh exported from the pariſh. Communicating the ſmall 
pox by inoculation, now become univerſal over this coaſt, an 
practiſed with ſucceſs, has alſo very much contributed to pre 
ſerve the lives of the people + The emancipation of d 
lower claſſes, too, from the remains of feudal oppreſſion, a 
their cireumſtances greatly improving, under the foſtering 
care of a liberal landlord, enables them to marry earlier iy 
life, and to provide with more eaſe for a riſing family. 


Church, Poor, Schools, &c,—The church was built in 164: 
Tt was repaired and lated in 1966, and lately furniſhed wit 
commodious feats, The living, including the glebe, is worth 
6 fl. per annum. The patronage is veſted in the Crown. The 
ſole heritor, Mr, M*Kenzie of Seaforth, does not reſide 1 
the pariſh. All the people come to the Eſtabliſhed Chur 
excepting 62 Roman Catholics, who attend a Popiſh meeting 
houſe in the neighbouring pariſh, of Kintail.— The number 
pocr at preſent on the pariſh roll is 35. The only fund for 
their ſupport, ariſing from collections at the church door, dos 
not exceed 71. per annum, which is diſtributed by the kitk- 
ſchon according to their neceſſities. The parochial ſchool i 
ſituated near the church. The ſalary is 200 merks Scotch, 
Laſt year, the Society for Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge 


reſtored one of their ſchools to a detached diftri& of the g l 
riſh, with a ſalary of 151. Sterling. * 
and 

u by 

anc 


+ About 40 years ago, when inoculation was not practiſed here, this virulent ad 
diſtem} cr, vuiting them in the natural way, gave cauſe to many upbapp) PF 
rents, to bewail the loſs of a whote family of children. 
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Rents, Fuel, &c.— The valued rent of the pariſh is not ex- 
fly known. The real rent is nearly 8ool. Sterling, beſides 
what ariſes from a conſiderable quantity of kelp annually ex- 
ported. This eſtate has remained in the ſame family for up- 
wards of 4 centuries. —The only fuel uſed is peats, which, in 
wet ſeaſons, in this rainy climate, are expenſive and preeari- 
aus. Neceſſity has ſometimes obliged them to purchaſe coals, 
at the extravagant rate of 198. per ton. It is to be hoped 
the juſtice of the Britiſh legiſlature will not ſuffer a country, 
where firing muſt always conſtitute one of the moſt eſſential 
comforts of life, to groan any longer under a partial and ini- 
quitous tax on that neceſſary article“. -The Gaelic is the only 
lnguage, in which public inſtruction is conveyed to the peo- 
ple; though, from the introduction of Society ſchools, and a 
ſtronger defire in the people to have their children educated, 
moſt of them are now taught to read and write, 


Wild Animals.—Red deer, mountain hares, and tarmagan, 
frequent the higher hills. In the lower, may be found roes, 
foxes, black-cocks, grouſe, -plovers, partridges, cagles, and a 
nariety of hawks. The migratory birds are the wood-cock, 
kpwing, cuckoo, land rail, ſwallow, and mountain finch, or 


inow-flake. The ſea coaſt abounds with a variety of water 
fowl, | 


edge Advantages and Diſadvantages. —The pariſh derives its 


g Principal advantage from its local ſituation on the ſea coaſt, ſo 


contiguous to the bays of Lochduich, Lochcarron, Kiſhorn, 

and Lochorn, ſome one of which, and generally all of them, 

a boals of herrings never fail to viſit between the end of June, 
and the beginning of November. From benefiting by this 
vantage, they are, however, in a great meaſure, prevented, 
3 H 2 by 


* Since this was written, the coal tax has been happily aboliſhed. 
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by the preſent exiſting laws regarding ſalt. If this obſtags 


heir 0 


were removed, by allowing the country people ſalt at the ſane e dil: 
duty as the fiſh curers have it, for curing fiſh for home con. bett 
ſumption, their condition would be greatly improved, They ded ie 
would then not only have it in their power, to cure a ſuff. NPeiend 
cient quantity for the uſe of their families, at a ſmaller ex i dil 


pence, but likewiſe find profitable employment in curing her. 
rings for the ' Iriſh markets. It is now not at all uncom- 
mon to ſee them, after catching a quantity of fiſh, in proper. 
tion to their ſmall ſtock of ſalt, return from a lake where 
boat loads might be taken. The country people, from the 
ſame cauſe, not two years ago, ſcld good herrings in Locks 
duich to the maſters of buſſes, at from 18. to 25. per ber. 
rel. The people being, from their infancy, principally eu- 
ployed in attending cattle, are generally diſpoſed to be idle 
and, though able-bodied, continue at hard work with re 
luctance. The women particularly, ignorant of the arts d 
domeſtic induſtry, contribute little to the ſupport of their fi- 
milies. Habits of induſtry, however, begin to be acquired, 
The introduction of ſome ſpecies of manufacture would great 
ly meliorate their condition, without interfering much with 
their principal employment of herding. The manufacture of 
coarſe ſtockings ſeems to be the beſt adapted for the local fi 
tuation of the country. There is a great quantity of wool 
raiſed on ſheep farms in the neighbourhood, which might be 
ſpun during the winter, a ſeaſon generally ſpent in idlenels 
and knitted while they fit in the meadows tending their herds 
If the population continues to increaſe, i in the ſame proportion 
as it has done for the laſt 40 years, unleſs ſome employment be 
found for the people, the country will ſoon be unable to ſup 
port them, and they will be reluctantly compelled to ſeek, in 


other countries, that encouragement and protection which 
thei 


ac, 


he ha 
poriut 
perſor 
uta 


eit own native land refuſes. It is unneceſſary to remark 
de diſadvantage to the ſtate, of loſing ſo many of its hardieſt 
ubje&ts, remarkable for their ſimplicity of manners and 
tedience to the laws at home, and ready and ſucceſsful in 
lending its liberties abroad. The time may perhaps not be 
jr diſtant, when, enervated by luxury, and ſunk in effemi- 
ney, the more refined inhabitants of the South will yield to 
he hardier ſons of the North, the ſeat of empire and the em- 
porium of trade, for which their natural reſources, their 
perſonal ſtrength and vigour of mind, and perhaps local ad- 
jantages, ſo much qualify them, . 
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NUMBER XXXIV. 


PARISH OF AUCHINLECK, 


(County and Preſbytery of Ayr —Synod of Glaſgaw and Ayr) 


Drawn up from the Communications of the late Rev, Mr. Jam 
Dux, Minifer of that Pariſh *. 


Name, and Extent. 


UCHINLECK is a Celtic compound, ſignifying tl A 

Field of Rock, an appellation indicative of its fitua- 4 
tion, the houſes at the extremities being founded on rock, and 2 
rocks appearing in moſt places in the pariſh, chiefly of the E 
ſpecies called Free- tone. The length of this diſtri& is about E 
18, and the breadth, on an average, 2 Engliſh miles. 2 
Soil and Produce.— Except upon the rocks, and the banks d * 
the ſtreams, which are warm rich land, the ſoil is a ſhallon, 1 

| r 
* over 


* Mr. Dun had propoſed to draw up a fuller and more complete account, bu 
unfortunately died before he could carry his intentions into executions 


of Auchinleck. 4.31 


or clay, upon a cold till bottom. Glenmore, in the upper 
of the pariſh, extending 8 miles in length, is covered 
im heath. The clay ſoil prevents the practice of turnip 
ps, and winter feeding for cattle ; and has occaſioned ſe- 
ral arable farms to be let for grazing. No wheat is now 
un, except by the Earl of Dumfries; oats, big, or bear, 
arley, clover, and rye-graſs, are much cultivated, but peaſe 
o not thrive well, Lime is uſed as a manure on all the 


ir 1 0 


Climate, Mineral Waters, Fiſh, Gc.— The ridges of hills to 
he N. and S. of this pariſh, attracting the clouds coming 
tom the Atlantic, prevent ſo much rain falling here as in 
uber neighbouring pariſhes. There are two mineral wells, 
the one a chalybeate, and the other of a purgative quality. 
damon come up the waters of Ayr and Lugar. Trouts, 
which formerly uſed to abound in the Lugar, are now become 
farce, owing to their being caught with nets, and ſalted like 


terrings, Pike come into the Lugar from New Cumnock 
Lochs. 


„Minerals. — On the eſtate of Auchinleck, there is an excel- 
+03. eat coal, wrought from time immemorial. For 13 or 14 
ales above the church, coal is to be found almoſt every 
the »bere, and is wrought wherever any demand prevails. Above 
yout e coal, on the rocky banks of the Lugar, there is a beautiful 

laiſh free ſtone, fine in the grain, which cuts well ; and at 
bell's Park, there is a lead mine, which has never been 
-« of ught, and is ſaid by a ſkilful perſon to look rather like a 
Jo, wer mine. On the lands of Wallace-town there is a quarry 


poor & black fire-proof ſtone, carried far and near for building 
ens. 


STATISTICAL = 
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STATISTICAL TABLE of the PARISH of AUCHINLEG, . 


Number of ſouls in 1955, - $87 Hawkers, - - 
in the landward part Shoemakers, - - 
of the pariſh, in 1991, 380 Fiddler, - * 
Q in the village, do. 340 Weavers, — * 
Total, —— 775 Stocking-weaver, - «, 
— Millers, — 4 
Decreaſe fince 1765. 112 Smiths, D 
Burgher Seceders, - - 35 Coopers, - n 
Antiburgher ditto, - 20 _ Ercile officer, - < 
Shopkeepers, - - - 5 Horſes, - - 
make, - .'- - - I Carts, - - j 
Maſons, - - - 6 Bheep, between $000 and got 


MARRIAGES, BAPTISMS*, BoRIAIS. 


In 1784, 5 It 19 15 

1785, — 9 41 23 R 
* 1 1 6 by 

_ - " f : 30 
1788, 10 22 11 ly r 
1789, 2 22 g In 1 
1790, - 7 uw 13 out 
= 2136 1160 tion 
| 6s, 
Markets, Roads, Village, c.—On the laſt Tueſday of Au 181 
guſt there is a well frequented fair for the fale of lambs Wl zcig 
About 177, the roads were almoſt impaſſable in winter; ll clot 
now three turnpike roads paſs through the pariſh. The vl the 
lage of Auchinleck has for theſe two or three years palt be \ 
on the decline, and ſeveral houſes are now empty, owing, . 
fome meaſure, to the Muirkirk Iron and Coal Tar Work ... 
but more eſpecially to the Cotton mill at Catrine, which ha aue 
attract ed inhabitants from this pariſh. * 
1 _ 77. ba 
wy 
# As the Seceders do not regiſter the births of their children, theſt ate - 


included in the above ſtatement. 
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Feelefiaftical State. The church of Auchinleck, placed in 
\ beautiful ſituation, and founded on a rock, was repaired and 
enlarged in 1754. The ſtipend, including communion ele- 
ments, is no more than gol. 3s. 114 d. Sterling in money, 
two chalders of meal, and one of bear, the latter common 
heap meaſure, or 15 pecks to the buſhel; being the ſame 
ant was ſettled by decreet in 1649, fince which period no 
wgmentation has taken place, though all the other pariſhes 
in the neighbourhood have had their ſtipends increaſed. The 
manſe, one of the moſt commodious neat ſmall houſes to be 
met with, was built in 1756. The glebe contains 6 acres. 
Jaxes BosWELL, Eſq. of Auchinleck, a well known literary 
character, is patron and principal heritor. 


X. 


Rent, Poor's Fund, c. The valued rent of the pariſh is 
3800 1. Scotch, divided among 13 heritors, of whom 5 uſual- 
ly reſide in the pariſh, —The capital of the poor's fund, which 
in 1752 amounted to 50 J. is now augmented to 1001. lent 
out at the annual intereſt of 4 and 5 per cent. The collec- 
tions, which, from 1740 to 1751 f, were, at an average, 61. 
bs. yearly, have for 20 years preceding 1791, amounted to 
181, per annum. The kirk-ſeſſion annually diſtributes 6 1, 
ariing from the money received for the hire of the mort- 
cloths, for the dues payable on marriages and baptiſms, and 
te intereſt of the before-mentioned capital of 1001 *. The 

Vol. XI. 31 two 


For 30 years paſt, the ſeſſion has never diſtributed money to the poor, ex- 
cept in the way of loan, in order that if any of them get a legacy, or become 
able to refund, action may lie againſt them. But an aſſignation to their move - 
ables is never taken, becauſe in the caſe of ſickneſs, the parochial funds would 
thereby be loaded with an enormous expence for an attendant. : 


f Since 1752, the wages of male ſervants have advanced from 41. to 7l., Sl., 
ud gl.; of female ſervants, from 11. 13s. and 4d. to 5. per annum; of labour- 
ers, from 8d. to 18.; of maſons, from 1s. to 28. and 28. 6d. a-day. The price of 
eggs has riſen from 13 for 1d. to 4d. per dozen; mutton from 2d. to 44d. per. 
lb.; hens, from 4d. to 18. ;—— beef ſells at 5d. per lib, of 24 avoirdupois ounces ; 
Tal at 43d. ; and lamb at 3d. per lib. 
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two principal heritors, the Earl of Dumfries and Mr, Boſe 
of Auchinleck, have never refuſed the late incumbent money 
for the relief of the poor when neceſſary. 


Antiquities and Remarkable Places, &c.—In an angle, form. 
ed by the Lugar-and the Dupol burn, there are the remaing 
of the old Caſtle of Auchinleck, of whoſe age there is not the 
{ſmalleſt account to be found, Near this caſtle there are three 
remarkably ſtraight and tall fir trees, planted in the laſt cen. 
tury by one of the Boſwells of Auchinleck, who brought the 
plants in his boot from Dalziel near Hamilton, Next the 
caſtle, lies the Place of Auchinleck, in a romantically plex. 
ſant ſituation ; ; and about half a mile from thence, the Houſe 
of Auchinleck, built by the late worthy LoxD AUCHINLECK, 
Ayr's Moſs, in this pariſh, is famous for a defeat of a party a 
the Covenanters in Charles II's time. On a green knoy 
therein, i is a tomb-ſtone to the memory of Mr. Richard Came. 
ron, preacher of the goſpel, and ſeven others, killed in the 
engagement. At the head of this moſs, which extends 
miles in length, and 1 in breadth, there are the remains df 
an iron forge, erected at a great expence by a Lord Cathcar 


but ſuddenly given up, © even when bar 1 iron was manufacture 
there, 


wii 


of Abernethy: 


NUMBER XXXV. 
the PARISH OF ABERNETHY. 
the i (County yy Preſbytery of Perth—Synod of Perth and Stirling) 


By the Rev. Mr. WIr Lau Duxcax, Miniſter. 


Origin of the Name. 

fu town of Abernethy, from which the ric takes 

its name, is called, in the Pictiſh Chronicle (publiſhed 
by In'ss, and afterwards by PruxeRToN) « Aburnethiye,” 
or 6 Apurnethiye ; „the 53 and 5 being indiſcriminately uſed 
ld the Gaelic language. The name, which Highlanders give 
b Abernethy, is Obair or Abair Neachtain, that is, the 
Work of Nectan. This NETHAN,. or NECTAN the I. began 
ls reign over the Picts, A C. 4 56, and reigned 25 years. He 
8 ſaid to have founded the church of Abernethy*, and to have 


kelieated that town, and an adjoining diſtrict of land, to Goo 
ad St. Bridget. 2 


312 Form, 


" „other Kings might n confirm * add to the Grandes from 
th, as was often the caſe, they might be ſtiled Founders. 
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Form, Extent, Surface, and Climate. This pariſh is 0 
an irregular figure. It extends from E. to W. 4 miles, an} 
from N. to S., in ſome places, about 5. The ſurface is yn. Wd ev: 
even; a conſiderable part of it is hilly, and forms a part of 
that ridge of hills, called the Ochills, The low ground, 
bounded by the rivers Tay and Earn on the N. and the Wot + 
hills on the 8. are nearly an oblong ſquare ; in length fron Mind v 
E. to W. about 4 Engliſh miles, and in breadth from N. u 
5. about 14. There is a bank of a gentle riſe, that runs di. oper 
gonally through this ſquare. It begins in a point on the Tay iſ cafil 
at the north-eaſtern extremity of the pariſh, and extends nearly 
in a line to the foot of the hills, not far from the weſtern ex. Wi it: 
tremity. All below this bank, to the banks of the Tay ant ig 
the Earn, which may be about two thirds of the low ground, n 
is flat, and the ſoil artifieial. As the air is ſalubrious, there Wave 
is no diſeaſe peculiar to this pariſh, The prejudices again 
inoculation are wearing off, No part of the country can al. 
ford better diverſion to the ſportſman for hares, partridgez, 
foxes, &c. 


Soil. About 25 feet below the ſurface of this flat ground, 
and 4 feet below the higheſt ſpring tide mark in the rivers iſ mi 
Tay and Earn, there is uniformly a ſtratum of ,moſs, from 1 
to 3 feet thick. This mols is a compoſition of the wood and 
leaves of ſome trees, ſuch as oak, aller, hazle, birch, &- 
The foil above this bed of moſs is compoſed of ſtrata of chi 
and ſand, of different thickneſs, and of different colours and 
qualities, The fand for the moſt part is very ſmall, and in 
colour brown and white ; j the clay orange and blue; and in 
ſome places the one, and in other places the other is at the 
ſurface. The ſoil of this flat then, upon that account, is vat 
ous. The ſand, indeed, even in the compoſition of the ſoth 


and its extent upon the ſurface, bears but a {mall proportion 
to 


2 
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; that of the clay. There are fields of blue clay, fields of 
ange clay, and fields of light ſand, all on the ſame farm; 


un. ſed even in the ſame fields part is ſometimes clay, and part 
t of and often a mixture of both, The blue clay 1s thought 
und, ſp be richer than the orange, and more eaſily cultivated. 


ath are equally productive by proper management. The 
ad where there is little or no clay is very eaſily managed, 
hough not ſo productive as the clays, But where there is a 
oper mixture of clay and ſand, which is often the caſe, it 
,cahly managed, and uſually more productive than any of 
he other. The Earn, by breaking down the oppoſing banks 
its ſerpentine turning, has formed beautiful links or 
webs, alternately, on each fide of its ſtream. The high 
ring tides, which overflow theſe haughs, carry back, and 
ave on their ſurface, the fineſt particles of the clay waſhed. 
own by the river. This clay mixing with the ruſhes, and 
ch graſſes that grow and rot on theſe haughs, has formed a 
il of amazing fertility. Some of theſe haughs are now ſe- 
ured from being overflowed by embankments. The ſoil of 
te bank, that runs diagonally through the plain, is vege- 
able mould, or loam with a mixture of ſand; in ſome parts 
ers Wii mixture of till or natural clay. Above the bank, to the 
bet of the hills, there are large fields of deep loam, ſome 
nd inal! fields of natural clay, but, in general, the ſoil is a 
xc st loam, with a mixture of ſand or till, and a gravelly 
tom. This gravelly bottom conveys the water from the 
nd ls, which, when not carried off by proper drains, is very 
in burtful. The foil im general, among the hills, where they 
in re arable, is a light vegetable mould, with fome banks in- 
ning to till or natural clay. 


Apicutture and | Produce—Litle or no improvements in 
agriculture 
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agriculture were made in this pariſh before the year 10 
From that period, farmers from different parts of the com 
try, but eſpecially from the Carſeof Gowrie, have ſettled i 
the pariſh, and now moſtly poſſeſs all the lower part of i 
A different mode of culture is introduced; 4 regular rotatig 
of crops is eſtabliſhed, Fallow, wheat, green crop, (pea 
beans, ſometimes drilled turnip and potatoes), barley, gras 
and oats, is the general practice. Fallow is prepared by 
plowings ; 1 in winter and 4 in ſummer, dunged and line 
according to the quality of the ſoil. The wheat is ſown fron 
the middle of Septemder to the end of October, and e's re 
turn is from 10 to 15 bolls an acre, Peaſe and beans an 
ſown as early in March as the ſeafon' will permit; the groun 
is prepared by 1 plowing in the ſpring ;' ſometimes by i 
plowing in the winter and another in the ſpring. The return 
However are precarious; from 2 to 12 bolls an acre.— Bail 
is ſown in May; the ground is prepared as fine as garde 
mould, by 1 plowing'in autumn and 2 or more in ſpring; 
20 lib. weight avordupois of red clover ſeed, if the grafs i 
intended for green feeding, (and, if intended for hay, the al- 
hb | dition 


* Some particular fields, and even farms, both i in the hills ind oy grounl 
had been limed, but by continual cropping, and unſkilful management, the 
light land had been run almoſt to a caput mortuum, and the clay reduced tos 
ſtate worſe than that of nature. The farms in general, both in the hills and 
low ground, were divided into infie{d and outfield. In the hills, barley and outs 
alternately, with ſometimes a few peaſe, was the mode of cropping on the in- 
feld; 3 years oats, and 3, 4, and ſometimes 5 years in natural graſs, was the 
mode of managing the outfield. The dung made through the year was laid o 
as a preparation for bear. The ſheep and cattle, during ſummer, folded ut 
night on that part of the outfield paſture that was intended for oats next yeah 
ſometimes enriched it ſufficiently for 3 ſucceeding crops. The culture of the 
low ground differed little from that of the hill, only a ſew more peaſe and beans 
were ſown, and here and there a few acres of fallow, which was followed d 
wheat, but little or no ſown graſs. No regular rotation of crops. 
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jon of 1 buſhel of rye-graſs ſeed), is ſown in each acre a- 
og with the barlay. The return is from 5 to 10 bolls an 
Graſs is partly cut green for ſummer food to the 
ork horſes and milk cows, and ſometimes for a few young 
tle in the ſtraw yard; alſo a little for paſture to give the 
an airing. The reſt of it, which will commonly he 
out the half, is made into hay ; which the farmer uſes for 
s own horſes, or occafionally ſells. The quantity of hay 
don an acre will be from 200 to 400 ſtones, 22 lib. avoir- 
ppois to the ſtone, The firſt crops were mare luxuriant; 
out 509 ſtones of excellent hay have been produced, at an 
ge, over a large field. Some of the ſtems of clover, in 
te ſwath after the mower, meaſured in length 4 feet. From 
te loſs of milk cows, and the danger well known in paſtur- 
g red clover by horned cattle, ſome of the farmers are now 
ing down part of their land with white clover, rye, and 
ib graſs for paſture. Oats are ſown in March and the be- 
ning of April; the ground is prepared by 1 plowing ; the 
turns from 8 to 12 bolls an acre. One man and a pair of 
torſes plow in the low ground. The ploughs are of diffe- 
it kinds, ſome with iron heads, ſome with crooked ſocks, 
uins below the beam, &c.; but all with caſt iron mould. 
wards, —The harrows are different ; ſome coupled one way, 
me another, ſome drawn by a pair of horſes, ſome by a 
Wngle horſe. The rollers uſed are of different conſtructions 


| cats id different weights, for the purpoſes of breaking clods, 
2 ung the ſurface for the ſmaller ſeeds, and condenſing 
guter foils, There are 4 threſhing machines which are 


und to anſwer well. Harveſt begins in the month of Sep- 
mer, ſometimes later even in the low ground, and always 
A the bills, Some of the farmers that have ſettled here from 
ither parts of the country, owing poſſibly to the ſmallneſs 
1 heir Rock, the exhauſted ſtate of the ground at their 
entry, 
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entry, the great riſe of rent, and the improvement of th, 
farms, have for ſome time paſt had a ſtruggle to fulfil the 
engagements; but now their farms begin to anſwer their o 
expectations, and far to exceed the expectations of thoſe 
mong whom they have ſettled. Nor have the old t 
with liſtleſs apathy, ſeen the exertions and i njprovecac 
thoſe who have ſettled among them; they have not only 
pied, but even tried to excel them in improvement. Falle 
wheat, and ſown graſs have been introduced among the hi 
farms. Lime is now laid on old ley, as well as fallow, wit 
judgment and ſucceſs. The crops of wheat and ſown | 
are often conſiderable, and of good quality. This new mode 
farming has induced many of them to give up keeping (ker 


Some of the hill farms are very extenſive. Great part WM 
what is called outfield is ſteep, and of difficult acceſs, ly tre 
alſo at a diſtance from their houſes ; that ground they u gam 
with great judgment laying out for paſture in parks from ing 
bout 4 to 20 acres. The ſmall feuers in the town of Abe Abo 
nethy, who may have 1, 2, Or 3 acres, and not lying all cat 
gether, though they cannot conveniently get it fallowed, erpe 
laying on lime, ſowing graſs, and drilling beans. ind 
farmer raiſes as much flax as 1s ſufficient for his own family er 
little is raiſed for ſale. fron 
tre 

Incleſures, Orchards, &c.— Some farms in the low grau core 
are incloſed, and ſubdivided by ditches and thorn hedge bat! 
The farmers, not think ing the ground adapted to paſture, bur 
the hedges are hurtful, by ſtopping the free circulation WWW <a 
air, and hoarding a great number of ſparrows, and oe wy 
birds, that deſtroy the grain. None of the hedges ate il eat 
thriving condition (except thoſe on the eſtate of Craigpeti lng 
which is chiefly owing to the little care taken of them- OR een 


farm at the foot of the hills, containing about 88 —_ 
we 
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doch for grain and paſture, Mr. William Sommerville (tho» 
having only a leaſe of 30 years) has ſufficiently incloſed and 
ſubdivided by ſtone dikes and thorn hedges at his own ex- 
pence. Fruit trees thrive well in the low ground, and their 
fruit is not thought inferior to any in the country.— There 
re 4 orchards in the pariſh : Aſh, elm, plane trees, &c. 
wherever they have been planted, grow to a good ſize, and 
the wood is of the beſt quality. The N. fide of the hill is 
particularly adapted for planting. Scotch, and other firs, if 
panted, would turn out to the advantage of the proprietors, 
ind tend to beautify the country, A part of theſe hills, 
planted about 20 or 30 years ago, are in a thriving condi- 
tion, 


Cattle, Commerce, Wages, &c.— Both cattle and horſes are 
bred in this pariſh, of a good ſize and conſiderable value: 
Some of the farmers pay a particular attention to this pleaſ- 
ng and profitable object. There are only 3 flocks of ſheep. 
About 3o years ago, almoſt every farmer had a flock. At 
that time there was little wheat ſown, and no graſs. From 
experience, it is found, that the advantages ariſing from wheat 
md graſs, and their being able to breed double the number 
of cattle bred formerly, far overbalances the profit derived 
from keeping ſheep. Thoſe who now do ſo, have an exten - 
ive range of hilly ground; a conſiderable part of which is 
covered with heath. Confiderable quantities of wheat and 
barley are fold and carried to Perth, or exported at New- 
burgh more. Small quantities of oats and peaſe are pur- 
eaſed by the farmers in Fife for ſeed. The ancient ſervis 
tudes, ſo oppreſſive and harraſſing to the farmer, are almoſt 
entirely aboliſhed. Men ſervants get from Gl. to fol. Ster- 

8 3-year ; women ſervants from 21. 108. to zl. Men, ſer- 
Nuts during harveſt (for about a month) receive from 11. 55. 
3K ts 
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to II. 10s. ; women from 18s, to 11, 18. * Maſons Wages 
are 18. 8d. per day; wrights, 15. 3d. ; tailors, 8d. ; a thatch. 
er gets 18. 6d. a-day, a labourer 18., and a threſher 8d. with 
their victuals, or 7d. per boll. The prices of proviſions ate 
nearly the ſame as in Perth ; hut there are rather too many 
ale-houſes in the parith, there being no fewer than 11, when 
3 or 4 might ſuffice, 


Rivers, Fiſh, Iſland, Mills, &c.—The Tay, which walhez 
part of the northery boundary, is navigable ; it affords many 
ſalmon and ſea-trout. The proprietor. of Carpow has, fiſhing 
upon it, which yield him tool, per annum. In the middle 
of this river, oppoſite to Mugdrum, (which is in the pariſh of 
Newburgh), is an iſland (called Mugdrum 1/land) belonging 
to this pariſh, It is nearly 1 Engliſh. mile in length; in 
breadth varies, but its greateſt is 198 yards x foot, It mes. 
ſures 31 acres, of which 21 are embanked under cultivation, 
and produce luxuriant crops ; the remaining part is eſteemed 


valuable as a ſalt marſh for paſture, There is a houſe upon it, do 
in which the tenant reſides with his family; it rents about WW in 
681. Sterling, Mr. Hay of Leys, the proprietor, has filkingg Wl * 
in the river that rent at about 200l. yearly.—The Ear, Wil *: 
which bounds the northern part of the pariſh, (till it falls into be 


the Tay, a little below the manſion-houſe of Carpow), is na 
vigable for ſeveral miles, which has been of late years the 
ſource 


About 6 years ago, the beſt ploughman could have been hired at 4]. or 4l, 
£95, Sterling, and women at al. for the year. Hatveſt-· men at 11, and women it 
158. Farmers loudly complain of the ſudden and great riſe of wages. Cottages 
are not encouraged z they are even demgliſhed. By this impolitic meaſure many 
of the lower claſs of people are forced into towns, and their children trained 
to othergccupations. Thus the country is deprived of the beſt nurſery for able 
and healthy ſervants, ſervants trained from their infaney to ſobriety aud indul 
rey, to Kill and practice in the pecul.ar labaurs of agriculture. 
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purce of much agricultural improvement, as moſt of the 
armers have their lime brought by water, either from the 
N. of England, or the Earl of Etgin's ime kilns on the coaſt 
of Fife. It prodaces falmon and trout as the Tay. The 
{almon are of an excellent quality, ſell at 6d. and 7d. per 
jib. in the ſpring, and 4d. during ſummer. Few indeed are 
ſold in the neighbourhood. They are chiefly ſent to Perth, 
hes WY and from thence to the Engliſh market. Fiſhing upon the 
any WY Tay begins about the middle of April; upon the Earn, 
when not frozen, about the beginning of February ; it is given 
ddle WY over in both on the 15th of Auguſt. There are two paſſage 
hof boats on the Earn: one at Cary, which is ſeldom employed; 
ring WY another at Ferryfield, upon the eftate of Carpow : this place 
itz WY being near the junction of the Earn and the Tay, the boat be- 
jez. longing to it is often employed, in carrying paſſengers over the 
lon, Tay to the Carſe of Gowrie. There are 20 boats from the 
ned pariſh uſually employed in fiſhing during the ſeaſon; each 
it, boat having 2 men, who are generally tradeſmen or labourers 
out in the neighbourhood: they are allowed, for wages, 6s. 6d. 
gs a. week, with what trout they catch. The Farg, a rivulet, 
rn, about an Engliſh mile and a half W. from Abernethy, a- 
Ito bounds with ſmall trout. Upon it there are one oil mill, 
with 2 corn and 2 lint ditto belonging to this pariſh; There 
is another ſmall rivulet, called te Ballo Burn, that runs by 
Abernethy on the W. and ſupplies the inhabitants with wa- 
ter; on it alſo there is a corn mill. | 


Population. The population has decreaſed fomewhat 
within theſe 40 years. | | 
The return to Dr. Webſter in 1755, was = 1490 
By an accurate liſt taken in the months of October | 
and November 1792, the number was only 1413 
Decreaſe, 75 
3 K 2 0 
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444 
Of theſe there were, Males. Females. 
Under 10 years of age, 138 141 
Between Io and 20, 158 113 
——— u and go, 243 337 


—— Jo and jo, 118 118 
Aged 70 and upwamds*, 28 22 


684 731 


Lisr or Barrisus, MARRIAGES, AND BURIALS, rox 9 AR 


yes Baptiſms, 
Malcs. Females. 
Fo © RA 
17885 14 16 


1788 19 22 
1787 13 14 
1789  ' 20 


1789 27 18 


1790 TY 19 


1791 16 14 
1792 17 24 
N 152 


| Annual average, 18 163 


Manz facturen. — There are in the pariſh 82 male weayers 
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Members of the Tſtab. Church, 6,4 {yes t 
Antiburgher Seceders, _ ewe 
Burgher ditto, «oY 
Relief ditto, — 6.1.16 4 

 Fpiſcopalians, - «1 & poym 
Independents, - 3 

gan 
Tag 


Marriages. Burials, Rer 
9 --- m& Cote! 

16 40 from 
II 23 There 
11 37 il fer 
1 40 woſt 
13 40 Ther 

8 28 derne 

18 Wen — 
* 34 vic 
112 347 f 2 
. bo t] 


and 3 female ones. Many of them excell in working all E 
kinds of houſehold cloth: but the greateſt number have been ut 

employed, for ſeveral years paſt, in working what is called ſs: 
Silefia linen, to the Perth merchants. The yarn for thele Wl 


"7 


webs 


TIF ; i 
„There are none now living in the pariſh, whe have attained to the age of Wh 
tay 


90, but 2 or 3 are very near it. 


One man died lately at the age of 96. 

+ Though it appears, from this liſt of burials, which is extracted from the pa- 
riſh regiſter, there have been for 9 years paſt 347, yet this does not aſcertain 
exactly che deaths that took place during that time, as ſeveral perſons from otbet 
pariſhes have been buried here, and a few from this in other places. 
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webs they get warp'd and ready to put into the loom, and are 
lowed ſo much per yard for weaving. Some time ago their 
profits were great, bat they now find it difficult to procure em- 
goyment; and, when employed, can earn but a ſcanty ſubſiſt- 
ce, Two or three buy yarn, which they manufacture and 
{| where they can find the beſt market. A ſmall quantity of 
faper and dornick is made here; but theſe only for the uſe 
ans, ſel private families. 


Rents and Proprietors, —The valued rent is 8884], 1 55. 14. 
och: The real rent about 4oool, Sterling. Farms let at 
from 10s. to 21. per acre : Burgh acres from 11. 10s. to al. 
There are 90 proprietors of land. Excepting three they are 
il feners ; ſome of them hold of the Earl of Mansfield ; al- 
poſt all in the town of Abernethy hold of Lord Douglas.— 
There are 2 commons, x belonging to the burgeſſes of A- 
emnethy, lying a little above the town, on which the inhabi- 
unts paſture their cows and horles in ſummer, and from 
mich they are furniſhed with d:vots, turf, &c. The other 
hing E. from the hills of Balgony and Abernethy, belongs 
b the adjoining heritors and feuers, A diviſion of. this 
ommon is in tended. | | | 


Eccleſiaſtical State, &c.— The church is remarkable for 


wthing but its antiquity. There are no records, nor ſo much 


led s tradition when it was built + The value of the living, 

ile Bl excluſive 
bs a 

| Here was an Epiſcopal ſee, and there were 3 elections of biſhops when 

by dere was only 1 biſhop in Scotland, or at leaſt in the kingdom of the Pits, 

en Kzxnneta. the III. King of Scots, had entirely ſubdued the Picts, he 

* wullated the Epiſcopal. ſee to St. Andrew's. After this the Church of Aber- 

= iy became a Collegiate Church, poſſeſſed by the Culdees. While they held 


were was an Univerſity here for the education of yoath, as appears from the 
ven book of St. Andrew's. -In the year 1273, (by which time the Culdees 
| were 
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8, 
excluſive of the glebe and manſe, is 59l. 15s. 13d. Commun, Wick 
elements, 51. 118. 2; graſs, 11. 138. 4d. ; 22 bolls 3 fle 
and 2 pecks of bear; 18 bolls of oat-meal; 1 boll fly 
and 2 pecks of wheat. The manſe was built in the ye; 
1774; both it and the offices are in good repair. There a 
4 acres of a glebe. The Earl of Mansfield is patron, 
Antiburghers have a meeting-houſe here. Their miniſte | 
a very prudent ſenſible man, quiet, and conſcientious in 
diſcharge of his duty. The ſpirit of ſeceſſion has for {n 
time paſt been on the decline. The members of the eſtablil 


ment and the Antiburghers Iive in the moſt friendly habits, 


Schools and Poor: —There are 2 ſchools in the parilh, att 
average about 50 ſcholars at each during the winter, I 
parochial ſchoolmaſter has generally that number through 
The year. His ſalary, and perquiſites as Tellion-clerk, amount 
"to about 91. 18s. He has likewiſe the intereſt of 190]. andi 
138. 4d. from a mortification for teaching poor ſcholars. Her. 
fees for teaching are very low. He has a good houſe, but n 
garden. His income will not exceed 30l.— The poor's fun 
are made up of the money collected on Sundays, and th 
rent of 11 acres of land, called Kir land, amounting annual 


to about 251. Sterling. The poor on theſe funds are from! 


were/much diſcouraged), it was turned into a priory of regular canons 0f 5 
Auguſtine, who were brought, it is ſaid, from the abbey of Inchaffray.— Fon 
BEs, in his Treatiſe on Tythes, ſays, that the Collegiate Church was found 
ed by the Earl of Angus; probably he meant Ancuibald Earl of Ang! 
Lord of Abernethy, who gave the town a Charter of [Privileges, Auguſt 1; 
1476. The Earl might be a benefactor to the Collegiate Church, or reſtore | 
to a better ſtate than at had been in for ſome time before, and, en that | 
might be ſaid to have founded it. To the above charter, a venersble man, 9 
Jeux Faigein, (thatisFrazee), (Provoſt of the Collegiate Chureh of Aber 
nethy, was one of the witneſſes. This charter was renewed by WII IIAu EA 
of Angus, at IIolyroodhouſe, on} the 16th of November 1628. By this cas? 
the goverument of Abernethy is veſted in 2 bailies and 15 counſellors. 
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8, and get from, 18. to 58. a- month. The Antiburgher 
nu. (fon: diſtributes 20l. Sterling annually to the poor in 
fte pariſh, beſides contributing to the relief of others that 
ge nd their meeting-houſe from neighbouring pariſhes. There 
t no begging poor in the pariſh, yet no place is more peſter- 
wich vagrants and poor from ether quarters. 


Roads and Bridges, ——There are 2 public roads; that 
hich leads to Fife by Newburgh is in tolerable repair; the 
er, which is through the glen of Abernethy (and by which 
reat quantities of coal and lime are brought from Fife to 
uathearn) is very bad; that which ſtrikes off the glen to 
nchtermuchty, is in winter almoſt impaſſable. The ſtatute 
our, and compoſition- money allowed, are totally inadequate 
p keep theſe roads in repair. There are 2 bridges over the 
arg; the one at Gowly, which is old and ruinous, the 
ter below Potty Mill, which is too narrow for carriages, 
od lies at ſome diſtance from the public road. A new bridge 
er this water, near Aberargie, would be a deſirable object, 
after heavy rains it ſwells to ſuch a height, and is ſo rapid, 
hat it is both difficult and dangerous to croſs it. 


Antiquatzes Irv the. church- yard ſtands-a tower of an eg. 
Inordinary conſtruction. It conſiſts of 64 courſes of hewn 
lone, laid circularly and regularly, is in height 74 feet, in 
reumference 48 feet. It is difficult to aſſign this to any but 
de Pits, as it ſtands in tlie capital of their dominions. There 
but one other tower of a ſimilar ſtructure in Scotland, viz, 
* Brechin. The uſe of theſe towers, according to the lateſt 
nd moſt probable conjectures, was not only for the con- 
lement of thoſe who were doing penance, but alſo for call- 
bg people to public worſhip by the ſound of a horn or 
ſumpet, before the introduction of bells. S. W. from the 
hun there is a hill, called Cale. lau. Tradition ſays there 


v 
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was a fort upon the top of it ; it probably ſerved for one 
thoſe watch towers on which the Picts uſed to kindle fires, 
ſadden invaſions, inſurrections, or the approach of the en 
my; theſe ſignals were communicat& from tower to tone 
till the whole country was alarmed and flew to arms, Thel 
fires were attended with the blowing of horns, which was thy 
fignal for war. From this hill there is a moſt beautiful a 
extenſive proſpect. About a mile and a half E. from Aber 
nethy, a little below the manfion-houſe of Carpow, ſtood thy 
ancient caſtle which belonged to the Lords of Abernethy! 
part of its foundation may ſtill be ſeen. In the 8. W. com 
of this pariſh, among the hills, ſtands Balvaird Cactle, whid 
belonged to the Murrars of Balviird, in the reign of Ro 
BERT the IId. It is now the property of the Earl of May 
FIELD, the lineal deſcendent of that ancient houſe, 


(Co 


NUM 


* One of the predeceſſors of the Earl of AnGys married the heireſs of Az 
NETHY, and by her got this lordſhip, which is now veſted in the perſon of L 


BovGLAs, who annually receives the feus of many noighbouring eſtates, as we! 
as of the town of Abernethy. 
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NUMBER XXXVI. 


PARISH OF GLENBERVIE. 


Py of Kincardine—Preſbytery of Fordoun—Synod of 
Angus and Mearns.) 


By the Rev. Mr. ALEXANDE Tnom, Minter. 


UM 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 


HIS pariſh affords few materials for ſtatiſtical inveſti. 
gation. It probably takes its name from its low 
ftuation, and vicinity to the water of Bervie, along the E. 
fide of which it extends for nearly 3 miles. From N. to 8. 
tis 6 miles in length, and 5 miles in breadth from E. to 
W., containing about 10, 990 Scotch, or 13,965 Engliſh 


«res, 


Soil, Produce, Cultivation, and Climate, &c.— The ſoil, in the 
upper and northern part of the pariſh, is generally a wet 
bluiſh clay, and, in the lower, a light loam. The principal 
frops are oats, bear, peaſe, potatoes, clover and rye-graſs. 
Ihe crops are, in general, more than ſufficient for the ſupport 
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of the inhabitants. The cultivation of turnips likewiſe en. 
gages the attention of the farmer now; and he always find; 
them a profitable crop, if properly managed. For the knoy. 
ledge, however, of this, and indeed of improvements in ge- 
neral, this county and neighbourhood are principally, if not 
altogether, indebted to Mr. BagcLay of Urie, whoſe exer. 
tions in agriculture have been very great, and attended with 
ſucceſs. The climate here is rather cold than otherwiſe, but 
healthy; and the harveſt is early or late according to the ſea. 
ſon, the nature of the ſoil, and the ſituation of the ground, 
There are 53 ploughs in the pariſh, 


Popuzation.—The number of inhabitants in this pariſh has 
increaſed above one fourth, within theſe 40 years, as will ap- 
pear from the following | 


PoruLATION TABLE of the Pariſh of GLENRBERVIE. 


No. of males 750 Under 10 years of age, 27 
females, = = $57 Between 10 and 20, - 24 
8 137 — 20 — 30, 3 

No. of ſouls in 1755, as return» —.— 30 and 49, *-.. = 

ed to Dr. Webſter, - 938 — 40 — o, 3 
| ö; 26. 0, «+ 
Increaſe, / - 349 — 60 — 70, E32 

| —— 70 — 80, - 4b 

No. of Scotch Epiſcopalians, 200 — 8 — 90, - 9 

—— Se ceders, - - 1 — — 90 —I0, 8 J 

——-- Roman Catholics, - 1 . | -._ 

| 1307 
Average 


* In 1782, however, which was a very remarkable year here, the crop wa 
very deftcient, and the poor reduced to great diſtreſs. 'The ground did not 
produce ſo much grain as would have maintained the inhabitants 6 months. In 
that and the following year, the kirk-ſeſſion were obliged to apply nearly 140. 
Sterling of their ſunds, in purchaſing white peaſe and barley, in order to preſerve 
the poor from ſuffering by want, and to relieve the neceſſities of other ink 
ba a | Tv) wa | 
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Average of births for the laſt 5 No. of ſquare wrights, - $ 

years , — 29 tailors, - 3 15 
Ditto of marriages, 4 10 — weavers, - 23 
Ditto burials, - - 26 —— ſmiths, - - 5 
No. of proprietors, As CY —— ſhoemakers, - 17 
—— farmers, = x ft 33 ——-- flax-dreſſcrs, - 2 
——- cottagers; or ſubtenants, 160 ———-- coopers, - - 4 


— naſons, — - A ——- wheel-wrights; — 13 


Rents and Lea ſes.— The valued rent is 3,3361. Scotch; the 
real or preſent rent about 1cool. Sterling, which could be 
nearly doubled, were the lands to be let immediately. But 
28 many of the leaſes are of an old date, the rents at preſent 
paid are low, and the induſtrious judicious tenant 1s in a thriv- 
ing ſtate. The tenants, eſpecially on the lands belonging to 
Lord Monboddo, are in this agrecable ſituation. They hold 
their farms on eaſy, and, perhaps, peculiar terms; and, from 
this circumſtance; and the countenance of his Lordſhip, they 
have the greateſt encouragement to induſtry, Their leaſes 
are, probably, of an uncommon nature; being, a /ife, 19 
jears, and a life: The poſſeſſor, during the 19 years, names 
the life with which the leaſe ends. 


3L2 Church, 


* No certain concluſion, as to the increaſe or decreaſe of the population, can 
be drawn ſrom this average, as the regiſter of bapriſms is very imperſect. This, 
in a great degree, is owing to the careleſſneſs of the parents about the regiſtra- 
tion of their childrens names, and their backwardneſs to pay the tax. 


Of theſe only 1 refides in the pariſh. 


t lo this number, thoſe who have ſmall pieces of ground, and neighbour, as 
they call it, with others in plowing, are not included. _ 


| Fla the above liſt of tradeſmen, journeymen and apprentices are enumer- 
Ued, 


eg 
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Church, School, and Poor. — The church was partly rehyjj 
in 1771, and is in good condition, but is ill contrived for 
the intended purpoſe, and too ſmall for the congregation, 
Thoſe of the Scotch Epiſcopal perſuaſion have a ſmall meet. 
ing houſe for public worſhip. The manſe was built about 
70 years ago, and has been three times repaired. The i. 
pend was augmented laſt year, and is now 56 bolls of meal, 
32 bolls of bear, and 43l. 178. 105d. in money, including 
51. for communion elements. The glebe is a little above the 
legal fize. Mrs. Helen Milne Nicolfon of Glenbervy is pa. 
tron, There is a parochial ſchoolmaſter, a new ſchool-houſe, 
and a dwelling-houſe for the maſter, The ſchool fees, for lone 
teaching Engliſh and writing, are 18. 6d. ; for arithmetic, 
28.; and, for Latin, 2s. 6d. The number of ſcholars are 
about 40, at à medium. The ſalary is about 200 merks 
Scotch. The number of weekly penſioners may be reckoned, . ;.« 
at an average, about 5 or 6, beſides many others, who receive ili 
occaſional, and often conſiderable ſupply. The fund for their WW © 
ſupport and relief ariſes from the intereſt of 2361. Sterling, 
ſaved moſtly out of former collections, the weekly collec- Wk ue 
tions on Sunday (about 8s. at an average), mortcloths, pro- He 
clamation money, and the rents of a few feats in the il * 
church. | © 2 


Horſes, Sheep, &c.—There are about 161 draught horſes, I u, 
which may be valued at 121. Sterling each, one with another, 
and a conſiderable number of black cattle, but few ſheep, in 
compariſon of the number that might be reared, and kept on 
the hills belonging to the pariſh. Mr. Puff of Fettereſo . a 
has a ſmall eſtate in this pariſh, called Morgie, that would Wi * 
maintain I 500 black-faced ſheep, which, when fully fed, would 
ſell at 11, 5s. each. | Perhaps the new mode of farming is 

againk « 
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ainſt the increaſe of the number of this very uſeful 
mimal. 


Pillage. —DRUMLITHIE is a ſmall village in the pariſh, ly- 
ing on the fide of the road from Laurence-kirk to Stonehaven. 
It is inhabited chiefly by trades people, ſuch as weavers, 
hoemakers, &c. In this village there is a public houſe, 
nich is the only one in the pariſh. 


Antiquities. There are no antiquities in this pariſh, ex- 
cepting an erect ſtone in the E. end of the church, and a 
lone cheſt *, which ſtands directly above the vault, wherein 

the 


The following are the inſcriptions on the ſtone :>— Hic jacent, in ſpe 
* bonz reſurrectionis, Glenbervii Comarchi, infra deſignati, et ſecundum cog- 
* nomina ſingulis claſſibus diviſi, ab anno 730.” ——<* Hugo Haſſa, Germanus, 
V illine huc perigrinatus, ubi præclaris meritis poſtquam inſignis apparuiſſet, 
* Germunda Dervies, Glenbervii heretrice nupta, ſub hoc primum tumulo cum 
* cotjuge, liberiſque ſuis obdormit. Horum poſteri continuerunt in annum 
* 1004.” ——<* Helena ultima Haſſarum ſoboles. “ Duncanus Oliphantes, 
# Mernii Decurio, interſectis Donaldo et Waltero Haſſæis, fratribus prædicta 
* Helenz, clara pugna a campo in Barry expulſando Danos, Helenæ heretrict 
nuptus, Glenbervio ſuccedit, gignitque heredem Walterum, filiamque Mar- 
" garetam, cum agris, nunc Arbuthnott deſignatis. Ortus inde, eſt Robertus, a 
* preſente vicecomes , ſecundus de eodem nomine princeps.” —— Walterus 
durit uxorem Matildam Sinelli Anguſiz than ifiliam. Oſbertus, horum fili- 
, Egidiam Hay, Arrollii filiam, militiæ ſtudens, cum Godfredo Bulionio 
in Syriam perrexit, relicta filia unigenita heretrice, in prælio occiſus. Nupta 
* 1957, Jacobo Malvill, Hungaria nobili orto, cui peperit filium Hugonem, ma- 
* trimonio Gerardi Macpendarii, Mernii thani, filiæ, datum. Horum poſteri 
continuerunt in annum 1440.” ——* Militi, filio ſecundo Archibaldi Comitis 
" Anguſiz, vulgo Bell-the-Cat, Gulielmo Duglaſio, a Bredwood, Jacobum pat- 


rem heretricis a Glenbervy, nuptz, Eliſabeta Malvil, nupta Johanni AﬀeR, 
de eodem peperit. 


Inſcription on the head of the cheſt : 


Hic jacet vir illuſtriſſimus, Gulielmus 9 Anguſiæ comes, primus 
, 6 len 
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the family, who were formerly proprietors of Glenbervie, 
buried; and which, from the inſcriptions they contain, n 
be conſidered as ſuch. 


© Glenbervii comarchus, qui dicto comitatui hereditario jure ſucceſſit; 0) 
& kalend. Julii, anno Salutis, 1591; ztatis ſuz 59.” Hie jacet illuftrih 
1 fæmipa, Domina Zgidia Graham, præfati comitis uxor, quæ cum 40 1 
© cum ipſo conjunctiſſime vixiſſet, ac vidua marito et ſibi, hoc monument 
u poſuiſſet, Obiit—anno ætatis— Die, anno Domini.“ 
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PARISH OF KEIG. 


(County and Synod of Aberdeen—Preſbytery of Alfard.) 


By the Rev. Mr. ALEXANDER SMITH, Miniſter. 


Situation, Extent, Surface, and Soil. 


HIS pariſh is divided on the N. and E. by high hills, 
from the pariſhes of Monymuſk, Oyne, Premnay and 
ly, It is in form ſomewhat irregular, but compact; the 
kabited part of it extending from the church, in all direc- 
ons, from 14 to 2 miles. By ſurveys made of the different 
ates, it contains 1704 acres arable, and 431 acres paſture 
dund, befides a conſiderable extent of hills and moor, and 
IX acres in wood, moſtly natural. As the arable ground 
ts partly on the declivities of hills, and partly in a flat 
buttry, interſected by the river Don, the ſoil is various, 
ul the ſurface unequal. The hills are moſtly covered with 


each, and afford tolerable paſture for ſheep and black cattle, 
a [mall breed, 


Climate 


\. 
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Climate and Diſeaſes. The country is inland, and conſider > th 
ably above the level of the ſea. The winters, therefore, ar 


often pretty ſevere, and the work of the ſpring is ſometime lv 
retarded by the long continuance of froſt and ſnow; yet th 10 J 
harveſt is not later here than in moſt other parts of the coun A 
ty. Owing to the vicinity of high hills, thunder, and parti; on 
Towers of rain, are pretty frequent in ſummer, Fogs ar » 
often ſeen reſting upon the river, and ſome part of the lo - 
grounds, in the nights of July and Auguſt; the corn, hoy I 
ever, if ſowed in proper ſeaſon, is ſeldom materially injure poli 
by froſt or mildews. The climate is certainly very favour Adja 
zble to the human conſtitution. No epidemical diſtemper lic 
excepting the ſmall pox and meaſles, has been known fo * 
many years. The influenza was not communicated to others _ 
by thoſe who had caught it in Aberdeen. 'The people are, i = 
general, healthy; and neither rheumatic nor bowel complaint 

zre frequent, though their honſes are often damp and inſuf 4 
ficient, and, in ſome ſeaſons, fuel ſcarce and bad, The ſero * 
phula may perhaps be reckoned the moſt common diſtemper 2 
and, when pulmonary OF hypochondriacal affections occur, theſe 

complaints are generally connected with a ſcrophulous taint 

in the blood. The aſſiſtance of a phyſician is ſeldom aſkec . 


till the caſe is deſperate. In all inward diſorders, whiſky ot 
black beer are the common preſcriptions. In cutaneous erup 
tions, (which are much lefs common, and confidered as mort 
diſgraceful than formerly), recourſe is too frequently had te 
mercurial belts and ointments, which can he got in moſt coun 
try ſhops. The conſequences are often fatal. The countr) 
people are leſs reluctant than formerly, to go as patients to ths 
Infirmary of Aberdeen, where they find themſelves treatec 
with much kindneſs and attention, 


State of Property, &. The Duke of Gordon is ſuperio 
3 5 
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the whole lands in this diſtrict. Three of the 6 eſtates in 
the pariſh have changed proprietors within theſe 8 years, and 
have ſold at 30 years purchaſe or upwards. In the courſe of 
10 years, moſt of the farms have alſo changed their poſſeſſors. 
For ſome time paſt land has riſen in value. Putachre, the 
fat of the family of Forbes, lies in this pariſh. The houſe 
was built in 1731. It commands a very pleaſant view of the 
Valley of Alford, of the windings of the river Don, and of 
kreral gentlemens houſes and plantations. The buildings, 
policy, and farm have been lately much improved and enlarged. 


ſider 


Adjacent to it, there is a natural wood of conſiderable extent, 
which contains trees of moſt of the kinds common in the 
North of Scotland, and produces 10 or 12 Kinds of wild 
fruit, Roes are always to be found in it, and red and fallow 
&er often frequent it. 


Population, &c.—The population has varied conſiderably 
different periods ; but has greatly decreaſed within theſe 
aſt 16 years, as will appear from the following table. 


ſcro 


1 


STATISTICAL TABLE of the Pariſh of KEIG. 


No, of fouls in 1777, - 615 Ages & Sexes. Male. Tem. Total 
Ditto, as returned to Dr. Webſter Under 7 years, 33 = 26 - $59 


in 1755, - - 499 Above 7 - I95 - 22T - 416 
increaſe in 22 years, 116 In all, — 228 247 475 
Population in May 1792, 475 
Decreaſe in 15 years“, - 140 Hou'es 
| — Inhabited by married pairs, 79 
Total decreaſe in 37 years, 24 widowers, ”.4; 
Vol. XI. 3 M Inhabited 


This decreaſe has been owing partly to the increaſe of trade and manu- 
kures at Aberdeen, and partly to the failure of the crops in 1782 and 1783, 
ut chiefly to peculiar and temporary cauſes, not likely again to recur, 
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Inhabited by widows, - 15 — ſchoolmaſters, - 
bachelors, - 8 — poor on the roll. 
unmarried women, 6 ——-- proprietors reſident, 
— — ditto non-reſident, . 
Total number of houſes, 117 ——— Epiſcopalians, 4 
—— Seceders, 


Profeſſions and Conditions, &c. ——- members of the Eſtabliſh. 

No. of fſhopkeepers, — 2 ed Church, 9 
— millers, — - 4 

— hawkers, - - 1 Catthe, &c. 

——-- tailors, - 3 —- horſes, - - 148 
— Wcavers, ' - 3 == COWS, ' » — 204 
——-- ſhoemakers, - 4 — oxen, &. J 
2 ſquare wrights, - 1 — ſheep, - 2 1229 
——- boatmen, - - 1 —— ploughs, - | 
———— innkeepers, - 1 — carts, s *. 
—- miniſters, — 1 — pairs of creels, 83 


Female Employment, &c.— Knitting ſtockings for the Aber. 
deen manufactures is the principal occupation of the women. 
Half a crown weekly may be earned by a very good hand; 
and 1t 1s ſuppoſed that a ſum, equal to two thirds of the land 
rent, is annually gained in this way. As a lint mill ha 
been lately erected in a neighbouring pariſh, it is probable 


that another manufacture will be gradually introduced. F 
js fl 

Agriculture, Produce, &c.—F.xcepting the few mechanics The 
mentioned in the table, the men are chiefly employed in I m 
agriculture. Improvements in that branch, however, ar: I '® 
yet in their infancy. Few of the tenants ſow graſs ſeeds, or WF ' 
raiſe more turnips or potatoes than are neceſſary for the pot. Wl dt 
The general mode of culture is that which has already been at { 
repeatedly related, in the accounts of ſeveral pariſhes in the iro 
N. of Scotland. Bear, or bigg, with dung, and afterwards Nei 


2 crops of oats, ſ-metimes mixed with rye, is the common 
rotatia 
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tation upon infield, The outfield, after producing 3 or 
4 crops of oats, is left unplowed 3, 4, or 5 years more. The 
ridges of both Out and Infield are generally very broad, and 
zot very ſtraight, They are often very much raiſed in the 
niddle, and baulks left betwixt them without any apparent 
neceſſity, There are ſome farms of conſiderable extent. The 
reſt are ſmall ; and the horſes and cattle of two neighbouring 
tenants are often joined in one plough. The number of 
ploughs is 47, which are drawn by 88 horſes, 87 cows, and 
153 oxen and young cattle. Creels (or baſkets) are ſtill uſed 
for carrying dung and fuel on the fidzs of. horſes. Where 
there are neither green crops, hay, incloſures, nor winter 
terding, cattle and ſheep muſt fare very poorly for a confi- 
derable part of the year. The greater part of the ſheep be- 
long to the poſſeſſors of crofts and pendicles ; and they are left, 
for one half of the year, to wander, during the day, in ſmall 
parcels of from 10 to 40. They are therefore much more 
detrimental to the neighbours, than advantageous to their 
owners. It is ſuppoſed, however, that this parith commands 
bill paſture for ſheep, to the extent of at leaſt 2000 acres. 


Farm-Rents, Tages, &e.—Fhe rent of the infield ground 
s from 128. to 218.; of ontfield, from 2s. to gs. per acre. 
The rent is paid partly in money, and partly in grain, cuſ- 
toms, ſervices, and mill multures. The wages of men ſer- 
vants are from 41. 10s. ta 61. 10s., or 7l.;—of women ſer- 
vants, from 21. to 3l. per annum ;—of day labourers, 6d. 
with maint2inance. There aròfew day-labourers, as it is only 
at ſome ſeaſons of the year that they could find employment 
irom the farmers. Reapers are hired for the harveſt, the 
Ren at 21, and the women at 11. 


Roads, —Aberdeen is the neareſt ſea port, being 251. miles 
3M 2 diſtant. 
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diſtant. The roads are made, and kept in repair, by the (a. 
tute labour; but the landholders, in this and other pariſh; 
in the neighbourhood, have lately ſubſcribed different pro- 
portions of the valued rents of their eſtates, for the purpoſe 
of making ſome miles of road in a new tract to Aberdeen. 


Church, School, and Poor, —The Crown is patron. The 
ſtipend, including communion element money, is 531. 6s. 8, 
2 chalders meal, and 1 chalder bear. The teind victual, paid 
from lands in this pariſh to Monymuſk, amounts to 22 bolls 
of meal.— The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is 100 merks Scotch, 
The number of children, who attend the ſchool, is from 19 
to 39.—Beſides the poor on the roll, who, for ſeveral years 
paſt, have nat exceeded 10, others have been aſſiſted occaſion. 
ally. The pariſh funds, at preſent, are 231. 1cs. per annum, 
for intereſt of money lent. The annual collections, &c. may 
amount to, from Fl. to 81. Till lately, the poor were mort 
numerous, and the pariſh funds leſs conſiderable ; but no per- 
ſon, belonging to this pariſh, has begged for- 15 years patt. 
The people, in general, are ſufficiently attentive and aſſiting 
to their neighbours, when in want or diſtreſs. The reſiding 
heritors are remarkably ſo ; and their attention and afliſtance 
are not confined to their own eſtates, 25 
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pole NUMBER XXXVIII, 


The PARISH OF EDDERTOWN. 


(County and Synod of Roſs —Preſbytery of Tain.) 


By the Rev. Mr. ALEXANDER MUNRo, Miniſter. 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 


ling | hg pariſh of EDDERTowN certainly derives its name 
from its ſituation, being on all ſides, excepting the N., 
ſurrounded by hills and mountains. It is pronounced Eder- 
dun in Gaelic, and ſurely ought to be written ſo in Engliſh. 
The pariſh is ſituated in that part of the county of Roſs, call- 
Mu. Wl! Eaſter Roſs. It is about 10 miles in length, and 7 in 
breadth, and the Frith of Tain waſhes its coaft on the N. 
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Rivulets, Soil, Cultivation, &0.— There are no rivers of 
tote, but ſeveral ſmall rivulets, known by the appellation of 
burns ; which, when ſwelled with rainy weather, bein g with- 
out bridges, greatly interrupt the traveller. Here there 1s 2 
i variety of ſoils, generally deep and rich; but the moiſture 
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falling from the ſurrounding hills makes the bottom cold, ; 
occaſions late harveſts. The climate is the ſame with that o 
the pariſhes around it, There are no natural woods, hy 
Sir Charles Roſs of Balnagown, and Mr. M'Leod of Cadbol 
have ſome hundred acres planted with Scotch firs. 


462 


Cattle, Cultivation, and Produce.— There ate about 1 
black cattle in the pariſh. There are no ſheep walks; hy 
as every tenant and cottager rears a few ſheep, the number 
upon the whole muſt be conſiderable. As there are no im 
provements in huſbandry, the time and attention of the pet 
ple 1s taken up in the management of the farms, which re 
quire many hands, and occupy many cattle, their horſes ani 
oxen being of a ſmall fize. Thoſe of Mr. Hugh Scobie of 
Ardmore, however, muſt be excepted. This gentleman | 
bours ſucceſsfully according to the new ſyſtem, and was late 
ly at the expence of bringing a manure, known by the nam 
of Helly ſand, from the iſland of Tanara, near Ullapoo!, 
through the Pentland Frith, to his farm at Ardmore. His 
labour and expence are already moſt amply repaid. His ſtock 
of cattle is large, and of the beſt quality, the place giving 
him every advantage for thefe purpoſes. In farmer he aboutds 
with grafs, and in winter he has the beſt of covering, and a 
good fhore. He likewiſe rears large quantities of wheat, bat. 
ley, oats, beans, peaſe, potatoes, turnips, and artificial gras, 
The farm of Eafter-Fearn, for which, about 30 years ago, 
tenant could not be found at the rent of 2rl, is fo improved 
by watering, that it lets now at more than triple that ſum. 


Incloſures, Fuel, £9c.—This parifh is very capable of in. 
provement, having great tracts of moors, gently floping, with 
clay and gravelly bottoms *. The grounds incloſed * 

ſe 

* fince the year 1745, there have been very confiderable addidi ste the 
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in Roſs, formerly barren moor, are now richly covered 


. in barley, oats, turnips, potatoes, clover and rye-graſs. The 
| 1 ole incloſure conſiſts of 3e Scotch acres, of a circular 
ad p, and on the outſide of the circle is a deep belting of firs, 


„ and other foreſt timbers. The death of that gentleman 
ns to have put a ſtop to any more of the ground being 
wdivided and turned into corn land. Few pariſhes have 
re the means of improvement within themſelves; the ſoil of 


b . 

, he moors is good ; there is great abundance of turf+ and peat; 
mbet 1 k | 
ein the burn of Daus, which is pretty centrical, abounds 


th lime. There are great quantities of fea weed, commonly 
ed ſea ware, on all our ſhores. 


Population, — The population of this pariſh is upon the in- 


its „ 


e preſent number of ſouls, of all ages, is about - roco 


nam return to Dr. Webſter, in 1755, was only = 780 
I Increaſe, - < - - — 220 
Rents 


ble ground of this pariſh, by cottagers ſettling in theſe moors. The late 
imiral Sir fonn Ross of Balnagowan, incloſed and ſubdivided, 2 
kit ſtone dikes, about 60 acres. 


Here it may not be improper to take notice of the Duren way of preparingf 
ur. As ſoon as the Dutch have ſown their ſpring corn, they begin to pre- 
te the turf for winter fuel. They firſt take off the green ſod; they then 
par water on the turf mould, and dig it out, by little and little, till they reach 
Mey ſoil, The hole is made flopping, that a horſe and cart may go into it. 
us mud is carted out, on a field; then ſpread with a ſpade, to 3 or 4 inches 
ick; then cut croſs ways. Thoſe who wiſh to have their turf ſtill harder, 
the mud, whilſt ſoft, into round forms, reſembling loaves, or ſorm them 
. "Up like brick making, and then let them dry in the fields, When the 
es of turf are become a little hard, they are laid in heaps, that they may 
aud be more effectually ſheltered from rain. From this they are carried 


ohn we, and put under a roof. The turf ſoil is cithas brown, red, or black, but 
4 it not be mixed with ſand or clay. 
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Rents and Proprietor:.— The groſs rent of the pariſi 


about 650 bolls of grain, and 5001, Sterling in money, I. * 
rent is fluctuating, but is daily increaſing. The heritors ar 

Sir Charles Roſs of Balnagown, Mr. M*Leod of Cadbol «0 
Mr. M*Kenzie of Ardroſs, Mr. John Robertſon merchant i S 


Glaſgow, and Mr. Rofs of Kerſe. None of theſe gentlemet 
reſide in the pariſh. 


Church and School. The Church is ſituated within à mil 
of the eaſtern extremity of this pariſh. Both church an 
manſe are old, and ſtand much in need of repairs. The fi 
pend 1s 120 bolls of grain, and gl. 14s. 6d. Sterling fo 
vicarage and communion elements. All the pariſhioners are 
in communion with the church of Scotland. The patron i 
Capt. Kenneth M Kenzie of Cromarty.— There is a parochi 
ſchool. The falary is fo very ſmall; that none can be got tt 
teach it, who 1s .at all maſter of any of the learned lan 
guages. However, the cultivation of the Engliſh language 
15 increaſing. | | 


Employments and Character. We have no eſtabliſhed m 
nufactures; but the women and girls are often employed i 
ſpinning, what in this country we call factory yarn, from lint 
and the beſt ſpinners among them, with difficulty, earn 2:6 
per day. The people ſubliſt chiefly by agriculture, and lik 
their neighbours, are of a mixt character. They are very n. 
duſtrious ; and, upon the whole, are very regular in attend 


ing divine ordinances. a 

| the 
Antiquities, &c.—There is a large plain, about half a mit 

to the W. of the church, and in circumference about 2 mile 4 

where there are evident marks of an encampment. Tradi- 5 


tion 


tion 


/ Edder totes. 46x 
tion ſays, that a battle was fought here againſt the Danes *. 
Near to this there is a large circle of earth, flat in the top, 
ind raiſed about 2 feet above the level of the ground around ir. 
it. In the centre of this circle, there is n large obelitk, above 10 
feet high · above the ground. No tool ſeems to have been em- 
ployed in forming it, though there are ſome rude figures ſtill 
diſcernible, the largeft of a triangular form, with ſmall circles 
ſuſpended from it. Here the Prince of Denmark, who com- 


manded his countrymen, is ſaid to be interred. The plain is 


called Carriblair; and the village, immediately to the S. of 
it, is to this day dalled Ballioch, or Phy/ictan's Town, where, 
it is ſaid, the wounded were lodged and taken care of +. There 
B; only one other piece of antiquity, that merits attention, which 


is Dunaliſkag, about 4 miles from the church, by the ſea fide. 
It is one of theſe circular buildings, called by ſome carrns, by 


others downs. The ftones are of a very large fize, and laid 
very regularly and cloſe. To the S. W. it is ftill about 12 


feet high, and 7 where it is loweſt t. The entry is to the 


E.; and the maddle of the wall, which makes the circle, is 
Vor. XI. 3 N open, 


* There are evident marks, indeed, of a battle, and a very bloody one, as 
there are ſtill many heaps to be ſeen, under which the flain had been interred. 
One of theſe, about ro years ago, was levelled by the ſcheolmaſter; and, when 
trenching it, along with the ground around it, his ſpade ſtruck againſt a coffin. 
He ſoon found five of chem, in which there were human ſkeletons perfectly en- 
tire, excepting one that wanted the head, The coffins were made of fir, and 


in the higheſt preſervatien. By the ſkeletons it would appear, that the ſize of 
the bodies was about 5 feet 10 inches. 


f Ofſian mentions the battle of Carros in one of the detached pieces annexed 
to Fingal, and where he himſelf commanded, and worſted the Danes, Perhaps 


this may have been the ſcene of action, Carridlair, in Gaelic, ſignifying the ba:t!; 
of Carros. | 


{lu the memory of many ſtill iving, it was more than double its preſent 
height, 
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open, with a ſtair on each fide of the door, The only re, 
markable natural curioſity, is a water fall, over which the 
ſmall river Grugag, in the weſter end of the pariſh, fall, 
which is thought to be about 100 yards of perpendicular 
height. 


height, About theſe circles there is ſuch a variety ef opinians, that the anthe 
ol this article ſhall pot venture to mention one of his own. 


NUM. 
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re. 

the 

lls, 

lar NUMBER XXXIX. 

MN TOWN ND PARISH OF HUNFLY. 

(County of Aberdeen——Synod of Moray-«<Preſoptery of 
1 Strathbogie) | 
By the Rev. Mr. Roxexr Innes, Minibar. 
M. 


Eraction and Names. 


HUNTLY, which is the modern name of the pariſh, con- 
ſiſts of 2 diviſions, the town and the country part. The 
town bears by much the greater proportion. The pariſh con- 
filled, formerly, of 2 diſtin pariſhes, both ſerved by one par- 
lon, The name of the one was Dumbenan, which fignifies 
the bottom of the hill ; and accordingly all the farm-honſes are 
placed at the bottom of the different hills furround ing the 
village, ſuch as, Claſhmach, the grey-headed hill; Bin- bill. 
or the ſtony-hill; Ord/4ll, or the battle-hill, e. The name 
* the other pariſh, before they were united, was Xinore, that 
3, the gold or yellow-headed hill; and in all public advertiſe- 
nents it is ſtill thus diſtinguiſhed. Theſe 2 pariſhes of Dum- 
3 N 2 | benan 
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benan and Kinore were united by a decree of the Lords of 
Seſſion and Plantation of Kirks, and called the pariſh of 
HUNTLY, in honour of the Duke of Gordon's eldeſt ſon; and 
a place of worſhip erected, centrical to both, in the year 1727, 


Extent and Roads. The extremity of that part of the pariſh, 
called Ninore, is diſtant from the town. of Huntly 3 computed 
miles, over very rough and rocky ground; and to the extremity 
of the other, called Dumbenan, it 1s alſo 3 computed miles, 
equally rough znd rocky ; and, indeed, in thoſe parts where 
the roads through the pariſh have been attempted to be made 
by ſtatute labour, as they have hitherto been conducted, they 
are often impaſſable. 


Climate, Diſeaſes, c.—The air of Huntly is falubrious, 
There are no diſtempers peculiar to this place, but what are 
common to other manufacturing towns. Weavers, and thoſe 
whoſe buſineſs confines them to low and damp ſhops, may be 
more ſubje& to aſthmatic and ſcorbutic complaints, but the 
place, on the whole, is healthy, and the inhabitants, who 
are in general ſober and induſtrious, live to a good age. 
There are many now living in the pariſh aged from 70 to $7; 
and one died a few years ago aged 90. But the number of 
ale - houſes, and private retailers of ſpiritous liquors, not only 
becomes hurtful to the health, but very prejudicial to the 
morals of the lower claſs of tradeſmen and ane | 
213 nod 
Hu, Ur. nb Kinore 4 is a Kill called St. Mungo, on 
the W. \ide of which there is a ſpring iſſuing from it, called 
St. Muiigo's Well, of no medicinal quality but what ariſes 
from ſuperſtitious credulity. On the top of the N. end, there 
is a large circular opening, which, in a rainy ſeaſon, is full 
'-of water, and * — 1 In very dry ſumtners 


2 58902 ſome 


a of” Hunily. | 463 


of Wine peats have been got from it, but of a ſulphurous nature. 
of uiay pieces of hard and porous ſtuff, reſembling lava, or ra- 
nd ger the refuſe of a ſmith's forge, have been found about it. 
27, ear to this opening there is a very large ſtone, and another 

uſt by it of a much leſs ſize, the ſuperficies of each exactly 
ih, Weorceſponding to the other, as if they had fallen aſunder by 
ted Nome extraordinary convulſion. The whole of this hill is 
ity vos incloſed, and planted with trees of various kinds. 


ere Bl Town. — The town 1s placed in a dry and healthy ſituation, 
ade urrounded with hills, but at a convenient diſtance, all moſt- 
icy Wh incloſed, full of plantations of firs, elms, oaks, birch, &c. 

tis the ſeat of the preſbytery, and a poſt town. There 

we 2 principal ſtreets in the town of Huntly, croſſing each 
us, Wether at right angles, forming a ſpacious ſquare, where the 
are Wncckly and other markets are held. Here too there was 
ole Nace a town-houſe and a priſon ; but they are now demoliſh. 
de a. On each fide of the ſquare there are many decent and 
the Weonmmodious dwelling-houſes ; and many on the ſtreet leading 
rho Wi it, — A ſpirit of building ſtill prevails. 


Rivers, Bridges, Mills, Cc. Two pleaſant rivers run on 
ach fide of it; the Doveron on the W. and the Bogze on the 
L. both uniting half a mile below it, where they preſent a 
lelghtful and romantic ſcene, and, thus uniting, glide over a 
wugh and rocky channel, ſhaded with trees on each fide, till 
bey fall into the ſea at Banff, 21 miles N. E. of Huntly. On 
ech of the rivers there is a bridge : that over the Bogie 


led modern, and has 3 arches, very convenient for heavy car- 

iſes ages to and from Aberdeen, which is 34 meaſured miles 
ere üſlant; and for bringing peats and turf from tlie moſs, 5 miles 

full Want. The name of this river is ſaid to be Gaelic, and to 
ers 'pify ma! /hy fow-r unning water. The water is of an excellent 

me 


0 | quality, 
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quality, and fit for every purpoſe, particularly whitening ul 
bleaching cloth. There are, accordingly, ſeveral bleachfiela; 
richly covered in the bleaching ſeaſon with white linen cloth 
to a great value, thread, ftockings, cotton, &e. Upon this 
water (which riſes in the pariſh of Achindore, 8 miles 8. 0 
Huntly, and is increafed by the water of Kirtney and Neſ;. 
Bogie, with ſome fmall burns), there are ſeveral mills fo 
grinding corn, barley, malt, and other grain, well occupied 
from the adjacent fruitful fields. One of theſe, called 4 
Mill of Huntly, is in this pariſh, and is ſupplied with wate 
from the Bogie. The river Doveron takes its ſource in th 
Cabrach, 12 miles above Huntly ; a little below it mech 
with a river called the Black-water, and is increaſed by ſome 
ſmall burns, till it becomes very full and rapid at the Kirk of 
Glaſs, Over the river Doveron there is a bridge of 1 arch, 
very ancient, but very ſtrong, built upon a rock; and each 
ſtone of the arch, as far as the river in a flood may be ſuppol- 
ed to reach, is ſtrongly bound together with iron. Standing 
upon the bridge, one has a moſt agreeable view, whether be MAN 
looks downward to the ſpot where the rivers join, called te 
Invers, or up the river, gliding through ſpacious and ſruitful 
fields on each fide. It leads alſo to Huntly Lodge through 8 
broad avenue, gently aſcending to the Houſe, ſhaded with 
trees of various kinds. The Doveron would be often im- e f 

paſſable, 


lt may not be improper to obſerve, that, though, for time immemorial, fe 
water has kept its preſent courſe, there is ground to think it has not always dove 
ſo; but that its ancient courſe had heen by a long range of bank, now called 
the Me. do Bram, aud terminating at a place called the Kiln Bras, probabif 
from its having been the place where the out-houſes, ſtables, barns, &c. of thit 
noble family ſtood, when they reſided at the caſtle, and which have fince berg 
detached to a proper diſtance from jt. The old foundations are ftill to be feed: 
This het curved bank is now incloſcd by a ditch and firovg hedge, correpork Yi: 

2 
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pf;ble, were it not for this bridge, by which the roads on 
he other fide lead, the one to Portſoy, 10 computed miles 
ant northward ; the other to Keith, Fochabers, Gordon 
alle, and the river Spey. 


fiſh, Both the Doveron and the Bogie afford excellent 
ronts. Thoſe of the Bogie are preferable to the others, from 
is muddy and clayey bottom, and perhaps from the ſoft qua- 
xy of its water, After a flood, many ſalmon are got; and did 
he proprietors of the ſalmon-fiſhing, at Banff, obſerve the le- 
al openings in their cruives or dikes, many more might be 
aught, to the great advantage of the different hetitors, 


Minerals, Upon the banks of the Doveron, near its junc- 
jon with the Bogie, there was an attempt made, ſome years 
wo, to diſcover a lead mine, and, after digging to a conſider- 
le depth, many pieces of a black friable matter, like the 
re which the lead pencils are made of, were got; but the 
work was diſcontinued. —-A lime-Rone quarry was happily 
lſcovered, ſome years ago, in the S. W. end of the pariſh, 
at when opened, it was found ſo difficult to get at, that it was 
andoned, after working to a conſiderable depth, Near the 
ade place there is a kind of white marble, of which the 
uthor has ſeen a horizontal dial made, perfectly ſmooth on 
d — and all the lines and figures drawn quite clear as 


* 


Agriculture. In this pariſh there are many excellent farms, 
rated from 20l. to 60l., including a certain proportion of 


_ am meal, of the beſt quality, which the tenants are obliged 
{that 0 
bern 


yu che turns of the ſappoſed ancient courſe of the river, and planted with a 
ut of trees, different ſhrubs, and clumps of nurſeries, all kept in good con- 
ud very thriving, | 


all the ſetviee the proprietor requires. It would ſeem, th 


has eneouraged farmers, to prepare their grounds for th 
now very vendible grain. But were farmers more encoy 
raged, by the heritors granting longer leaſes than are gene 


wedders that range the hills, and are ſeldom or never houle 
or ſuch as are fed, and fold for butcher- meat. 
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to carry from the granary at their own charge, and which 


the country in general had not been fayourable for the pre 
duction of barley, till of late that the erection of diftiller 


ly given, under certain reſtrictions, and modes of imptom wer 
ment, it would give vigour and ſpirit to the induſtrious fam lage 
er. He would be encouraged to improve his land to u ture 
higheſt degree of cultiyation, of which it was capable; try, 
the face of the country would preſent a more beautiful the) 
pearance, and become more profitable to both landholder an tens 
tenant. At preſent, except ſtraightening the ridges, whe: 
that can be done, little more, in ſuch a ſtate, can, in gener F 
be looked for. Some of the moſt ſubſtantial tenants bf all 
ſtrong ploughs and good cattle; but moſt farmers plow vi The 
yoo horſes, and weak cattle, yoked together, of: 
wor 
Cattle. The W EE of cattle cannot be aſcertain "2 
Many dealers in that article, rent parks from the neighbout the 
ing proprietors, for the ſole purpoſe of keeping their ſtock« of | 
hand, for a few days or weeks, till they have opportunity Nea 
driving to market. This, is not a ſheep country. The inf bert 
cloſures and planting oblige the tenant to reduce the, num ee 
of theſe uſeful animals, and the few that are in it are poor u 30 
ſhabby, and of a comparatively diminutive ſize; except tuo dus 


Improvements and Produce, c.—The village of Hunt 
has ſucpriſingly increaſed within theſe 50 years, in popul 
tion and induſtry, inſomuch that, where all around it, f 
ſon 

3 
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dome diſtance, was formerly barren heath, ſwamps, or marſh, 
there is now ſcarcely one uncultivated ſpot to be ſeen ; and 
harley, oats, lint, potatoes, and turnips, are produced in a- 
dundance, where nothing grew before. This ſpirit of im- 
provement and manufacture was firſt introduced by a few 
who dealt in the yarn trade. From their laudable example, 
and from obſerving the profits ariſing from induſtry, others 
were encouraged z and now it is become one of the firſt vil- 
ages in the North, both in point of population and manufac- 
tures. Being fituated in the midſt of a large and fertile coun- 
try, the induſtrious inhabitants have a ready ſale for what 
they bring to market, by which many poor cottagers and ſub- 
tenants are enabled to pay for their ſcanty poſſeſſions. 


Prices of Labour and Proviſions.— The advanced price of 
all the neceſſaries of life makes wages high: in proportion. 
The common hire of a ploughman is from yl. to 81. yearly, 
of a day-labourer from 8d, to 10 f. or 1s., according to the 
work he is hired for, and his ſkill in doing it. A maſon's 
wages are 18. 3d. a-day ; a wright's and {later's the ſame, when 
the work is not undertaken by private bargain.— The price 
of proviſions, of all kinds, has been greatly advanced of late 
years; that of fiſh, in particular, has increaſed. Haddocks, 
formerly ſold for 5d. or 6d. the dozen, now ſell for 2d. gd. and 
even ſometimes 1s. 6d. the half dozen. The beſt beef ſells at 


3x4. and 4d. the pound; and mutton from 18. 6d. to 28. the 
quarter, 


Rent and Proprietors. —The real rent of the pariſh is 
about 1y00l. Sterling, and the valued rent about 269091. 
Scotch, The Duke of Gordon is proprietor of the whole 
partſh, excepting a haugh of land in the N. end of Kinore, 
Which belongs to Mr. Gordon of Avochy. 


Vox. XI. 30 Population, 
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Population. The number of inhabitants is not exactly af, 
certained, but old and young, in town and country, may be 


? ſafely ſtated at - — — — 36 00 

The return to Dr, Webſter, in 1755, was only 190 
— 1 
There is therefore an increaſe of, at leaſt. 1) bon. 

It is but of late, that much attention was paid to the re. 
giſtration of births and burials ; many diſſenters, as well x 8 
ochers, either neglecting, or refuſing, to inſert their childrens been 
atter 


names in the regiſter of baptiſms kept here ; and many having 
their burial places in other pariſhes, the number of deathy 
cannot be exactly known. Since the year 1986, however, 


they ſtand thus: wu 
: grea 
MARRIAGES. BAPTISMS, BURIALS, man 

In 1786, there were 18 8 20 the 
1787). — — 17 49 18 paid 
1788, — —— 22 45 31 ered 
1789, — — 17 41 31 tt! 
I790, ——— — I4 45 21 dille 
1791,.— — 30 39 32 Wor 
1792, <a — 27 48 Jt dab 


Manufactures and Profeſſlons.-—There are employed in th 
town of Huntly 52 flaxdreſſers. At an average, each hand 
will dreſs 40 mats of flax in a year, each mat weighing 109 
libs. Engliſh, the average value whereof will be zl. Sterling 
per mat, which ſpins from 4 to 12 hanks per lib., and will 


be worth, when ſpun into yarn, 71. 168. Sterling per mat: 4 
The whole will amount to 16,2241. Sterling. here ate 
likewiſe 209 weavers, who will work in a year, at an aver- 


age, 73,150 yards of cloth, which, at 2s, per yard, will 
amount to 73751. Sterling, excluſive of the weavers employed 


1 


uo 
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y the manufacturers in Huntly, in different towns; and in 
the country around. There is alſo a cotton manufactory eſta- 
Hiched in this place, but it is yet in an infant ſtate. There 
are about 32 wrights, including wheel and cart-wrights; 
There are alſo maſons, blackſmiths, tailors, &c. in propor- 
non. 


durch, c. The church, when fitſt erected, might have 
deen perhaps large enough, to contain more than, at that time, 
tended the Eſtabliſhed worſhip, but it cannot now hold 
zbove 3 fourths of the pariſh, though 3 galleries have been 
of late erected. One of theſe is directly fronting the pulpit; 
which, from the narrowneſs of the church, proves a very 
great incumbrance to the ſpeaker's voice, and equally ſo to 

3. many of the hearers. The other 2 galleries were erected at 
the expence of the ſeſſion, and the rent of the ſeats annually 
paid for the uſe of the poor. If there had been a church 
erected here, equal to the number of inhabitants, and ſuited 
tothe high rank of the patron, it would have prevented many 
liſenters and ſectaries, and, what is of greater conſequence, 
would have contributed to a more religious obſervation of the 
dabbath; as many, who cannot find room in the church, either 
go to other places of worſhip, ſtay at home, or ſtroll in the 
ields. There are other 3 places of public worſhip, I of the Se- 
ceſſion (Antiburgher), 1 of the Church of England, and 1 of 
Roman Catholics ; but the numbers attending thieſe are, not 
increaſing. The paſtors of each, however, live in mutual 
inendſhip and Chriſtian charity. There is no manſe proper- 
V belonging to the miniſter. There is a glebe, but it lies at 
ſuch a diſtance from the town, that the preſent incumbent 
inds it more profitable, to let it in leaſe from year to year, 
than to cultivate it. It conſiſts of 10 acres of ground, of va- 
nous qualities, partly of a hard, dry, and ſandy ſoil, and 
30 2 partly 
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partly of a loamy clay. The ſtipend is 1009 merks Scotch vitts 
of which there are 3 chalders of oat-meal, at 8 ſtone per bol 
and 5o merks for communiga elements. The Duke « 
Gordon is patron. 


Schools. —There is a parochial ſchool, but it is poorly ei 
dowed, the ſalary being only 61. 188. 10d., with the perqui 
fites, viz. 6d. for each baptiſm, 18. for each marriage, and 1 
45. 5d. as ſeſtion-elerk. Theſe, with the quarterly payment 
for teaching, (Engliſh rs. 6d., for writing and arithmetic, 23. 
and for Latin 28. 6d.) are the whole of the ſchoolmaſter's emc 
luments. There are other private ſchools here, of great ad 
vantage both to parents and children ; nevertheleſs a Sunday 
or a charity ſchool would be of great uſe, 


Poor. The fund for the ſupport of the poor conſiſts chief 
of colle&ions from the congregation, which, at an average 
may be from 5s. to 8s. weekly; with the intereſt of 1000 merk 
of mortified money, and ſome lent out on bills, together witt 
penalties incurred by delinquents, and the rents of the ſeat 
in the 2 galleries. The ſeſſion regularly meet every tw 
months, and diftribute to the poor on the roll, according as 
their neceſſities (from the beſt of their knowledge and infor 
mation) demand; befides many interim diſburſements for col. 
Ans, ſhoes, clothes, &c. as oceaſion requires. The gallery in the 
front being erected at the expence of the Society of Weaver 
the money ariſing from it 1s allotted to indemnify that expence 
The inhabitantsin general are of that charitable diſpoſition, whic 
tends to invite many poor people, and even whole families, 
from other parts, to reſide among them. The writer hereot 
Has known ſome young fellows, on extraordinary emergencies 


10 through the whole pariſh, dividing it into particular dil * 
g tricks, 
the 


J. 
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oro pigs, to each of which one or two of them was ſent, and 
dus collect money, meal, &c. for the immediate relief of ſueh 
poor, as age, infirmity, or accidental misfortune, had render. 
dd objects of compaſſion. The Society of Weavers, Flax- dreſ- 
ers, and Gardeners, have a box, to which each member pays 
quarterly contribution, beſides what is paid on his admiſ- 
fon, for the relief of the poor widows, children, and decay- 
4 tradeſmen of their reſpeQive ſocieties. 


Cafile, &c.—Nigh to the bridge of Doveron ſtand the remains 
of Huntly- Cartle, which Kill afford a ſtriking proof of the 
grandeur and hoſpitality of that ancient family *, though one 
part only of the original plan ſeems to have been completed. 
On the N. front are the arms of the family cut in ſtone, with 
the names of the original proprietors, Gonxox GonpDox, firſt 
Marquis of Huntly, and HENRIETTA STEWART, firſt Marchi- 
oneſs of Huntly, 1602. Though they have been expoſed to 
the boiſterous N. wind near 2co years, and no care has been 
taken to preſerve them, from the wanton and injurious hands 
of the vulgar, the artiſt's chiſſel is ſtrongly and diſtinctly 
marked. A ſpacious turnpike ftair leads to what has been 
once a very grand hall, and which ſtill bears the marks of its 
former ſplendor and magnificence. Its length is about 43 
ſeet, its breadth 29, and its height 16. There is another 
grand apartment immediately over this, 37 feet in length and 
29 in breadth, The chimneys of both are highly ornament- 
ed with curious ſculpture of various figures, which, conſider- 
ing the inattention paid to this once magnificent fabric, are 

ſtill 


ereol 


Many people, ſtill in life, remember to have ſeen a range of pillars, ſup- 
porting an arched roof, which ſeemed to have been intended as a cover for ſuch 
4 nclined to take the air, or a view of the garden which lay before the Caſtles 
itere being a door that had led to it, from the upper hall, on a level with it. 
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ſtill in a tolerable ſtate of preſervation, and muſt attract the 
obſervation of any one who has a taſte for ancient ſculpture, 
The thickneſs of the wall admits of ſeveral ſmall cloſets, ang, 
in the upper apartments, there are large bow windows, , 
little projected from the ſurface of the wall fronting the 5, 
Indeed moſt of the apartments are ftill in tolerable preſery,. 
tion; particularly the ceilings, which are ornamented with z 
great variety of paintings, in ſmall diviſions, containing ma. 
ny emblematical figures, with verſes, expreſſive of ſome mo- 
ral ſentiment, in doggerel rhime. Ata little diſtance from the 
Caſtle, on the N., there are the remains of ſome works, which 
ſeem to have been intended for defence; and, on the W., 
large mound, which probably had been collected from the 
earth and rubbiſh dug for the foundation of the building, (and 
for other apartments below, which are all vaulted), and after. 
wards made into its preſent form, ſomewhat reſembling a co- 
nic figure, or rather a ſugar loaf broke off near the top. On 
the avenue which leads to the Caſtle, there are 2 ſquare 
towers, which had defended the gateway, and which the pre- 
ſent incumbent has ſeen adorned with the arms of the family, 
cut out in ſtone, in the front of the wall adjoining each tower, 
in good repair. The hewn ſtone of the windows and corners 
has been taken out, and applied to other more ignoble put- 
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NUMBER XL 


PARISH OF CARNOCK. 


(County and Synod of Fife—Preſbytery of Dumfermline.) 


By the Rev. Mr. ALEXANDER THOMSON. 


Origin of the Name. 


T is not known, when, either the pariſh, or the village. 
from which it is denominated, received the name of 
larnock. But it is probable, that this happened at the time 
when the Gaelic was the prevailing language in the Lowlands 
of Scotland, In that language, the words Carr, or Cairn, 
nd Knock, (of which Carnoct is ſuppoſed to be a compound), 
benify a Village, or Collection of Houſes adjoining to a ſmall 
Ml, which is very expreſſive of its ſituation. The adjoining 
eminence of Carnei? Hill ſeems to have been the ſpot where a 
battle was once fought, probably during the time of the Da- 
uk invaſion, in 1039, or 1042 *; and perhaps derived its 
6 (Cairn-Neil) from one of the chieftains who fell on that 
decallon. | 


Situation, 


Tu Buchanany Hiſt. Scot, lib. VI. 
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Situation, Extent, Surface, and Hills, —This pariſh is ft 
ated in the weſtern extremity of the county of Fife, ] 
form is nearly ſquare, if we except an excreſcence containin 
the barony of Pitdennies, which terminates in the village d 
Cairney- bill, and extends the whole breadth of the pariſh : 
its ſouthern extremity. The length and breadth are about 
Engliſh miles at a medium+. The ground is level towar 
the E., but has a gentle declivity towards the 8., and i 
bounded on the N. and N. E. by Tome hills, which terminat 
in a precipice, called Craig-Luſcar, beyond the limits of thi 
pariſh, Other hills, called the Clums, ſeparate this paril 
from that of Saline. Moſt of the ground conſiſts of geatl 
declivities. The Camp's Bank on the S. and Carneil Hill: u 
the W. are conſiderable eminences, commanding extent 
proſpe&s of the Frith of Forth, and the country adjacen 
The former has a fine expoſure tewards the S., confiſting 
moſtly of arable land greatly improved; the latter conliſts « 
excellent paſture, 


Soil, Produce, Woods, &c.— The ſoil is partly black earth 
and partly clay or till. Ia ſeveral places there is a mixtur 
of gravel near the ſurface ; but the two firſt ſpecies of i: 
are moſt prevalent, and the country is of conſequence pet 
fertile. The hills, except ſuch as are in tillage, are in gener 
covered with graſs; but the heath begins to appear upon dhe 
riſing grounds towards the N. The ground produces crop 
of oats, barley, peaſe, wheat, turnips, and ſown graſs, in con 


| 4 
ſiderable quantities. There is alſo natural graſs, mixed wu nu, 
ſeveral herbs, and fit for paſture, on thoſe grounds, wi"... 
eithe * 

f of 

lan 


+ The preciſe number of acres is not aſcertained, there being no map of * 
pariſh, though it is pretty accurately delineated in Srosix's map of File 
publiſhed about the year 1779, or 1780. 
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vther are not arable, or have not been tilled within the me- 
nory of man. There are pretty conſiderable plantations of 
wood on the lands of Clune and Pitdennies, chiefly fir, with 
dme aſh and larix trees intermixed. In Lufcar Dean (or 
hen) there are ſeyeral pleaſant walks among the trees, with 
ery romantic ſcenery ; and upon the banks of the rivulet, 
jear the village of Carnock, there are ſome trees which have 
food theſe 50 years, and afford a refreſhing ſhade during the 
eat of ſummer. 


Climate and Diſeaſes.— The air is rather damp in winter 
ind ſpring, but in ſummer it is abundantly ſalubrious. Epi- 
lemical diſtempers are more rare in this, than in ſome of the 
neighbouring pariſhes, The moſt common complaints are 
wughs and rheumatiſms, which prevail moſt in winter and 
ſpring. Fevers and fluxes are rare, The ſmall-pox general- 
y viſits the pariſh once in 3 or 4 years, The 4 laſt returns 
were in 1780, 1783, 1787, and 1789, That of 1787 was by 
fur tlie moſt ſevere, when 15 children out of 45 died of that 
alemper ; and that of 1789, the moſt favourable, when only 
three died out of 63; and, of theſe 3, one at leaſt was in bad 
health before, In 1780 and 1783, the medium of deaths was 
from 4 to 6 each year, though a great many had that diſeaſe. 
Inoculation has as yet made but little progreſs, though the 
prejudices of the common people, againſt that ſalutary prac- 
ice, ſeem to be ſubſiding. | 


Agriculture, Crops, Exports, &c.— The rotation of cr ops Is 
nuch the ſame here as in other parts of the country. After 
He. graſs, oats, ſometimes repeated, then peaſe and beans, then 
turnips or potatoes, or fallow and lime, ſucceeded by a crop 
a wheat, There ſeems to be a ſeventh part of the arable 
lad in fallow and turnips, and about a ſeventh part under 

Vor. XI, 3 | ſown 
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fown graſs, The ploughs employed by the farmers are the the! 
common Scotch plough and Small's plough. The latter ws, WM is r 
introduced here within theſe laſt 10 years. When the ground WM fir: 
is limed, 5 or 6 bolls of lime, mixed with dung or compoſt, Wl Bla 
generally ſuffices for an acre ; but a much larger quantity is Wh ton. 
found neceſſary on land taken in from moors. Upon part of Wl gen 
the eſtate of Clune, about 50 bolls per acre were uſed, when WW Mu 
it was firſt improyed. Incloſures have made great progre Wiſh Mil 
within the laſt 30 years, above four 5ths of the arable land be. to f 
ing already incloſed, and the remainder in the near proſpet WM ties 
of being ſo. The fences are partly ſtone walls teethed with tent 
lime, partly ditches, with thorn hedges on the top, which Wi tual 
thrive pretty well, The quantity of ground, laid out under kilr 
the different crops, cannot be exactly aſcertained, but the fol. tion 
lowing is nearly the average of the arable land. Under clover if blui 
and rye-graſs one 5th, wheat one roth, barley one 5th, oats 
one 4th, peaſe one 5th, turnips one roth, potatoes one 8th, flax Jong 
one 20th, and, in field cabbage, a few falls of ground *; beſides Wi trac 
about one 4th kept in paſture, There is no common, even thei ima 
moor land being exaQly diyided among the different propric-W dun 
tors. Within theſe 2 years there has, been more than uſuil ver: 
attention paid to the growth of flax, ſeveral acres being an- Sto: 
nually laid out in that way, by perſons who make it their Bi and 
buſineſs to attend to it during ſummer. The produce, even od 
when the crop is but indifferent, is fully adequate to the con-W lon: 
ſumption of the inhabitants. When plentiful, it is expottei i buil 
in conſiderable quantities. Barley is ſent to Culroſs, Borron-Bl or 
ſtownneſs, Alloa, and Dunfermline, where it is manufaQur-W tity 
ed into malt. Meal and potatoes are alſo ſent to Dunfern-Wſ that 


line. 


Mineral This pariſh is plenty fopplic with * the 
» there 


E There is no rye ſown in the pariſh, n nor any black oats; although conſider 
ble quantities of the lalter were ſown laſt century in the N. E. fat of de 


Pariſh, 


- 
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there being at leaſt 5 different coal mines in it, belonging to 
1s many different proprietors ; viz. Sir John Halket of Pit- 
iran the Rev. Dr. John Erſkine of Carnock—Mr. Mill of 
Blair Mr. Mutter. of Annfield—and Mr. Hogg of New Lif- 
on. There is alſo ſome iron-ſtone on the eſlates of theſe 
gentlemen. The produce of the mines is uncertain. Mr: 
Mutter's coal lets at 1001. a- year, and Dr. Erſkine” gat 40l. Mr. 
Mills, which is wrought for his own emolument, is ſuppoſed 
to produce from Bol, to ool. per annum, The ſtone quar- 
ties on the N. part of Dr. Erſkine's eſtate are of great ex- 
tent, and eafily wrought without any tirring. They are ſi- 
tuated within 3 miles of the port of Torry, and 5 of Lime- 
kilns, where they can be conveniently ſhipped for exporta- 
tion. They conſiſt of 3 different kinds of ſtone, one of a 
bluiſh black colour, with a fine greet, capable of receiving a 
poliſh like marble. This ſtone will ſtand the fire, and the 
longer it is expoſed, it becomes the more durable, and con- 


tralts the blacker hue. The ſecond is a white ſtone, of a fine 


ſmall gree&, ſoft when firſt raiſed from the quarty, but gra- 
(ually hardening afterwards. Though, to appearance, not 
rery durable, it withſtands the ravages of rain and tempeſt. 

Stones of both theſe ſpecies have been dug up, 24 feet long 
and 5 or 6 broad; and, it is not doubted, they might be raiſ- 
ed of far greater dimenſions. The third is of a browniſh co- 
our and a harder quality than the ſecond, well calculated for 
building houſes, &e. Some of this kind have been raiſed 7 
ors feet long, They take a fine poliſh, Double the quan- 
lity of ſtones can be quartied here, in the ſame ſpace of time, 
that can be done in any of the other quatries in the country. 


| Springs and Rivulets —There are a few mineral fprings in 
be pariſh, , of the chalybeate kind, but they are little 
3P 3 attended 
3 F 
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attended to. There are no lakes of any magnitude, but a fey 
pools, called dams, ſuch as, Bonhead Dam, Carnock Dam, bar. 
neil Dam, Wc. The firſt and laſt of theſe furnith the leads of 
the mill of Carnock. There are 3 rivulets, viz. the Carne 
Burn or Blair Eurn, the Camps Burn, and the Burn of Pit. 
dennies or Cairny-hill. They all run from E. to W., and, after 
joining ſeveral other ſmall ſtreams, diſcharge themſelves into Wi i ini 
the Frith of Forth beyond the bounds of the pariſh. There half 
is a fourth on the northern boundary, which runs weſtwar(W?*"? 
and afterwards to the S., where it obtains the name of Hen. both 
derſon's Burn, and at laſt joins that of Carnock, which pro. krve 
duces a few trouts and eels. 


Animals. The quadrupeds are ſuch as are common in the top! 
country. The horſes and black cattle are of the middle fize, ( — 


and thrive in proportion to the richneſs of the paſture and 
goodneſs of the ſeaſon. There are but few ſheep, eſpecially Wh Nun 


fince ſown graſs became general in the pariſh. The birds, 
befides the common poultry and a few turkies, are magpies, 


ſparrows, crows, and a few hawks, with ſwallows and cuckoos 
in their ſeaſons, | 


Population. With reſpe& to the population of the pariſh 
in ancient times, we cannot now ſpeak with preciſion, only it 
appears, that the ſouthern part was much leſs populous for- 
merly than it is at preſent, There are people yet alive, who 
remember only a few houſes, (perhaps two or three) itanding 
upon the ground which is now occupied by the populous 
village of Cairney-hill, where there are now more than 400 
fouls ; and there are ſevexral adjoining farms on the propet- 
ty of Sir John Halkett in this pariſh, upon each of which 
there are families of children and ſervants probably as nume- 

: ; rous 
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aus as before the village exiſted. In other parts of the pa- 
ih, the population is more ſimila to what it was 30 or 40 
years ago. The average of burials, from 1754 to 1761, is 
tout 114, which, if multiplied by 36, gives 414: perhaps 
that regiſter is not perfectly exact; but if we ſuppoſe 
that it is, and that the proportion of burials, to the number 
of inhabitants, is the ſame here as above, they were ſcarce the 
half of their preſent number. The population, at different 
periods, and the proportion of marriages, births, and burials, 
tothe number of inhabitants in 1781 and 1791, _wy be ob- 
erred by inſpeQing the following tables: 


STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PARISH OF CARNOCK. 


Population in 175 5, — 


— 583 Increaſe. 


in 1981*, — - 912 
Increaſe in 26 years, 329 

Number of ſouls in 1791, +» - 970 
Increaſe in 10 years, = 58 


Total increaſe in 37 years, 387 


Annual average of burials for 7 
years, from 1754 to 1761, - 115 
Ditto of births for the laſt 10 
years, nearly - 23 
— marriages, nearly - 8 
— deaths, — — 19 
Members of the Eſtab. Church, 
including infants, © 489 
Mlenters of various deno- 
minations 491 
—970 


Number of houſes, = - 260 


ploughs f, 36 
— — Carts, - 52 


horſes, = - 140 
black cattle, - 620 


— ſheep, - ro 
— fame marr}, 232 
——- ditto unmarried, - 4 
heritors reſident, 3 

— — ditto non-reſident, 4 
— — fcuars in villages, - 80 
| | Number 


*® Theſe ſurveys were made, and the liſts completed, the former i in March 


1731, and the latter in December 1791. 


f Oxen are W in about a third ef theſe. The reſt are entirely drawn 
i horſes, t All of theſe have children. 
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Number of ditto in the country, 20 Number of miners, a 

weavers, maſters, 35 — . colliers, about 35 0 

ditto, journeymen and miniſters, b 
apprentices, 33 —— antiburgherditto, 


maſons, - - 4 — — poor on the rolls, , habit! 

— vrights, - 6 male ſervants, . ach. 

—  — tailors, - 3 female ditto, © . bens 

— — mariners, — 2 —— day-labourer, . 

Ei 

MARRIAGES, BAPTISMS; DEATHS, OR BURIALS Þ 

by 8 

Couples. Males. Females. Tot. Males. Females. Tot, Lord 
1731, 10 20 Io 30 7 g 16 
1782, - 6 11 II 22 9 3 
2763, = 7 I3 11 24 12 13 23 
1784, 10 3 6 1 


1785. 17 16 15 3 4 8 
1786, 3 20 16 36 6 1 
1787, 6 16 1 5 31 17 14 31 


1789, 8 19 16 35 11 x7 3b 
1790, = 5 „ 15 8 23 


87 153 130 283 ogg 95 139 


—ů— 


Sn 8% 15 13 28 9% 9. 18h 


Io years, 


Villages and Manufa@ures.—The two principal villages 
are Carnock and Cairney-hill, both pleaſantly ſituated, the for- 
mer upon a ſmall rivulet, the latter upon the great road lead- 
ing from Dunfermline to Torryburn, Culroſs, Alloa, and 
Stirling. The bridge, which joins the 2 diviſions of the vil 

, lage 


r 
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pee of Carnock, bears date 1638. The village of Cairney- 
jill forms part of the eſtate of Pitdennies, the property of 
Sir John Halkett of Pitfirran, Baronet. The villages of 
goul- ball and New Luſcar are but ſmall, and moſt of the in- 
habitants live in hamlets of two, three, or perhaps fix houſes 
ach, Our only manufaQture is the weaving of cloth and 


Feclefraſtical State“. The church of Carnock appears, by 
n inſcription fill legible upon it, to have been built in 1602, 
by dir GEORGE BRUCE of CARNOCK, who was one of the 
Lords of Seſſion, and anceſtor of the preſent Earl of Elgin. 

It 


* It is remarkable, that 3 of the miniſters of Carnock were depoſed or ejected, 
jet none of them for any alleged immorality; but all of them for what may be 
caritably ſuppoſed to have been with them m1tters of conſeience. One was eject- 
c by Archbiſhop Sharp in 1662, for reſuſing to acknowledge the Epiſcopal form 
of Church Government and Worſhip ;—another after the Revolution fell a mar- 
qr to Epiſcopacy, by ſuffering deprivation for not acknowledging King WIL LIAN 
and Queen Maxy ;—and a third, in the preſent century, was ſolemnly depoſed 
by the General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, for not bearing a part in 
a nolent ſettlement, to which he had been enjoined by the authority of that 
Court. This was the famous Taomas GiLlLEsPIE, afterwards founder of the 
PuesByTERY of RELIEF, Whoſe caſe has long been, and ſtill is reckoned by 
ſane, a ſingular inſtance of Preſoyterian perſtcution. As the liſt of clergy 
an be traced us far back as 1592, it may not be improper to ſubjoin the whole 


' Teure. 
1. From 1592 to 1646, Mr. John Row, + - — 8 
2. — 1647 — 1663, Mr. George Belfrage, - ” 16 
3. — 1664 — 1679, Mr. L. Schaw, — - 5 13 
4 — 1679 — 689, Mr. T. Marſhall, - - — Ir 
„ — 1693 — 1697, Mr. W. Innes, 4 - — * 4+ 
& — 1699 —,3734, Mr. Janes Hogg, = = — 4} 
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It was laſt repaired about the year 1772. The church hat 
bears date 1638, and the pulpit 1674, with this motto, 5, 
monem vitæ prebentes ; PHILIFP. ii. 16. The manſe, and mot 
of the offices, were built in 1742; and repaired, with ſows 
additions in 1781. The ſtipend, by a decreet of augmentzMMnati 
tion granted in 1792, conſiſts of 7+ chalders of grain“, any 
201. 10s. 035d. in money, (including communion elements) 
The glebe confiſts of 9 acres, which are worth about x6. ; 
year ; and the manſe and offices, garden, and other privileg 
may be worth about 121. Sterling per annum. 80 thut 
the whole may be eſtimated at an average of from 1041. t 
1071, Sterling a-year ; but in the years 1782 and 1783, it wa 
not worth above 10 31. The augmentation in whole 1s about 


241. Sterling, The Reverend Dr. John Erſkine of CarnockWl Po 
is patron. b at 
Pe: 

Scho. The ſalary of the parochial ſchoolmaſter is 81,Wiere 
6s. 8d. Sterling, beſide a free houſe and yard. He alſo pp 
ceives 208. per annum as ſeſſion-clerk, with 128. 6d. for hu Adi 
extraordinary trouble at the Sacrament. The ſchool fees are for 
eſtimated" F. 

di 

17 64 5 | and | 

7. From 1734 to 1739, Mr. Daniel Hunter! 46 Sup 
38. —— 1741 — 1752, Mr. Thomas Gilleſpie, F 1 104 ; 


, 9. — 1753 — 1780, Mr G. Adie, — — - - 
IO. — 1780 — 1793, Mr. Alexander Thomſon, IS 


Vacancies on different occaſions, «- =» 


Via. 61 bolls, 1 firlot, 1 peck, x lippie and nine 5the meal; 39 bolls 3 b. 
lots, 1 peck, 3 lippies and one 5th bear, and 19 bolls oats. 
+ The patronage was acquired, together with the eſtate, from the Earl of 
Kincardine, about the year 1697, by the late Colonel Erſkine, (who died 
1743), the grandfather of the Doctor. 


* 
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imated at about 31. a-year; and the perquiſites paid for 
proclamations of marriages, and regiſtration of baptiſms, will 
mount to 2 guineas more; beſides which, he receives a ſmall 
anuity of 5 merks Scotch, (or 5s. 67rd. Sterling), from a 
Imation bequeathed to the kirk-ſeffion of Carnock, by the 
teverend Principal Row, who, being a native of this pariſh, 
ft this as a ſmall teſtimony of his regard for the place of his 
lirth, The ſchoolmaſter's whole income may be calculated 
amount to 151. 6s. 8d. Sterling; a ſum by far too ſmall, 
n the preſent expenſive age, to compenſate any man of let - 
pers and genius, for executing the laborious taſk of teaching 
youth, 


Poor,---Though the number of poor upon our ordinary liſt 
j at preſent only 15, yet, upon an average of 10 years, it 
wpears to have been not leſs than 18 annually. To theſe 
there are 6 diſtributions made in the year, befides occaſional 
upplies to others, whoſe neceſlities, occaſioned by temporary 
udiſpoſition, or ſudden calamities, require charitable aid. 
for theſe purpoſes, there are 4 quarterly diſtributions made, 
n February, May, Auguſt, and November; beſides 2 extra- 
irdinary meetings, viz. one about the beginning of the year, 
ad another at one of the occaſions of diſpenſing the Lord's 
10 dapper, as that ardinance is celebrated twice a- year in this 

„aiim. Sometimes, however, that coincides with one of our 

1; Wh perterly meetings, which is conſidered by the kirk-ſeflion, 
A ſeveral of the quotas are increaſed in proportion. The 
sss for the ſupport of the poor are as follows: 


Vo I. 4% | Three 


carl of 
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Three hnndred pounds Sterling, lent out at 5 
per cent., producing intereſt annually, a- 


mounting to - — - L. 15 0 9 
Weekly collections at church, rate per annum, 

about — - - r. 4 4 © 
Average dues, paid for the uſe of the mort- bh 

Re - — 1 10 0 
Annual gratuity, from the principal heritor, 2 2 0 
Collections at the two ſacramental occaſions, 6 18 9 


In all, L.2914 f 


The total annual i income of the poor's funds may, ther 


fore, be ſtated at 3cl., beſides occaſional donations : though, 


indeed, we have had no legacies theſe many years. The an. 
nual average of diſburſements to the poor, for theſe laſt 19 
Fears, has been about 201. Sterling. 


Heriteri, 


* The ſtate of this pariſh, in 1782 and 1783, merits particular attention, a 
extraordinary exertions were made on theſe occafions for the ſupport of the 
poor, who would otherwiſe have been in very deplorable circumſtances. Atthe 
deſire of ſeveral of the proprietors, a meeting was called, on the 37ů of De- 
cember 1782, of the heritors and kirk- ſeſſion conjunctly, when it was agreed, 
that an aſſeſſment of the roth part of the valued rent ſhould be levied. Thi 
was accordingly done, and 6]. being taken from the poor's funds, and ſeveral 
private voluntary donations added to it, the ſum of zol. Sterling was raiſcd 
with which meal was bought at the market price, and ſold to the poor at the 

reduced prices of 18. per peck for the oat meal, and 8d. per peck for the beat 
and peaſe meal. This ſale continued for 8 months, from the 18th of January to 
the 19th of September x783, when the meal fell to the prices above-mentioned; 
and, upon calculating the ſum total of expenditure, it appeared that about 24], 
Sterling had been laid out ſor that benevolent purpoſe. On that occaſion, too 


the 
Fa 
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Heritors and Rents.—There are 7 great proprietors in this 
pariſh, who pay ſtipend and all public burdens ; beſides one 
> o MM inal feuer, who pays only a trifle of vicarage, one large feu- 
&, who pays no ſtipend, and a great number of others, who 
one no other property but their houſes, and a ſmall ſpot of 
| ground (often leſs than an acre) adjoining to each. Their 
> o iumber is, therefore, uncertain and variable. The landed 
; o WI property (including that of the whole of theſe feuers) may 
ee eſtimated at about Itool. per annum *. In this ſum is 
included the rent of the ſeſſion houſes on the ſeveral eſtates ; 
ina the rents of the gentlemens houſes, inhabited or habit- 
or, within the pariſh, may be computed at gol. more. 
he beſt arable land lets at about 22s. per acre ; in- 
ferior grounds at 10s. 12s. and 15s. Paſture lands let 
at from 5s. to 7s. 6d. The average rent of farms is a- 
bout ol. a- year, none of them being very large, few indeed 
exceeding 100 acres, and ſome being much leſs. The ſize of 
farms, however, and conſequently the rents, are upon the in- 
creaſe ; the greater part of the arable land being now encloſ- 
ed, as both proprietors and tenants ſeem convinced of the ad- 
o u fantzge of encloſures. 
\t the 3 Q_ 2 Fuel, 
De. * 5 
reed, WW the kirk. ſeſſion were more liberal than uſual in their diſtributions; and our pa- 
This tron and priacipal heritor evidenced his liberality by giving two Guineas to the 
veral poor in May 1782, and three more in December, beſides his proportion of the 


uſed, alleſſent, which amounted to upwards of ſeven Guineas. By theſe means, 
the inder the bleſſing of God, the poor of this pariſh were provided for, and not on- 


bear ly prevented from rioting and mobbing, but pretty comlortably ſupported, till 
7 to the return of plenty ſuperſeded any farther demands upon the generoſity of the 
red; public, | 


tert, 


* Landed property has not been very fluctuating in thi pariſh, none having 
been diſpoſed of within theſe 20 years, except the eſtates of the Clune and th: 
candt; which, it is ſaid, were ſold at about 30 years purchaſe, 


} 
@ * * 
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Fuel. — There is a ſmall quantity of moſs in the 8. E. pe 
of the pariſh, from which a few peats are dug, but theſe ar 
ſolely appropriated to the kindling of fires, coals being thy 
only fuel uſed in this diſtri, as they abound both in thi 
pariſh and in the neighbourhood. The average price of gr 
coal is 28. 6d, for 40 ſtones, and, for the ſame quantity « 
chows, or ſmall coal, 1s. 3d. The carriage paid for a fing 
horſe cart of coals is 4d. per mile. But here it will be pr 
per to give a particular account of the coal mines on the dif 
ferent eſtates in this pariſh. 


Blair Colliery.—There are two veins of coal, the one 4 and 
the other 7 feet thick ; both of which have been wrought 
ſome years, and are ſtill working. They are of a ſtoney qui with 
lity, and emit a very confiderable heat when uſed as houſeMll « d 

fuel. They are fold at 18. 3d. per cart (of 40 ſtones weight), Ml cout 
excluſive of carriage. The ſmall coal has been found to deal 
anſwer well for burning lime, and for ſalt-works. Under ry 
theſe two veins of coal there are other two; the one 2 feet ed; 
10 inches, and the other 3 feet thick. The former is a /þlint 


coal, the latter a ſmithy coal of a good quality. Of theſe two | 
veins only a ſmall part has yet been wreught, as they ae Ha 
under ſevel. Preparations, however, are now making for Me 
working both *. oth 
| the 

Merrylees Colliery, —This coal-work is the property of Mr. Wl 
Morrzz of Annheld, and has been wrought to a conſiderable * 
extent for theſe 8 years paſt. The laſt leaſe taken of it was L 


at the rent of 100l. Sterling, and a ſteam engine was eretted 
for 


* On the Blair eſtate there is alſo iron ſtone, both of the bed and bail kind, 
but no proper trial has yet been made to aſcertain its quality. 


for 
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br draining it. There are many veins of this coal, ſeveral 
bet thick, partly above level and partly below. It is princi- 
ally uſed for drying corn and malt for the mills, for which 
it ſeems peculiarly well qualified, as the grain, dried by it, 
bes not receive the ſmalleſt tinge, but is rather fairer after 
the operation than before it. But the moſt valuable, as well 
xs fingular property of this coal, is, that grain or malt dried 
by it, is proof againſt the depredations of the weevil, and all 
ather ſmall vermim. And it is even ſaid to be aſcertained, 
by repeated experiments, that if only a part of the grain be 
dried with this coal, and mixed with other grain, the vermin 
among the grain not dried with it will be deſtroyed :—So 
powerful are its effects in deſtroying thoſe pernicious animals, 
without communicating any quality to the corn, in the ſmall- 
eſt degree prejudicial to the health of man. On theſe ac- 
counts this coal is of conſiderable uſe to maltſters and corn- 
dealers. When there is a great demand, it is ſhipped at Tor- 
y pier, oppoſite to Borrowſtownneſs, where veſſels are load- 
ed with the greateſt diſpatch. 


Whinny-hill Colliery.———This coal belongs to Sir John 
Halkett of Pitfirran, and has the ſame qualities with that of 
Merrylees, as the two collieries are ſituated very near each 
other, and are ſeparated only by a ſmall rivulet, which forms 
the march, or boundary between the two eſtates. This coal 
8 at preſent (May 1791) wrought to a conſiderable extent, 
and is delivered at Torry pier, and put on ſhip-board, car- 
rage free, at 3os. per chaldron. Notwithſtanding the great 
abundance of coals, there are no coal waggons in the pariſh, 


Roads. The ſituation of this pariſh is upon the whole ad- 
Yantageous ; but the inhabitants labour under one great in- 
convenience 


»” 
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* 


convenience from the badneſs of the roads, In ſummer tie 
are tolerable, but in winter, or during a long courſe of rain; 
weather, they are hardly paſſable, owing to the ſoftneſs g 
the ſoil, and the great number of heavy carriages. It is hops 
ed, however, that this-inconvenience will ſoon be remedied 
by a proper application, or reaſonable commutation of ü 
* ſtatute labour, as well, as by the erection of turnpike roads; 


the advantages of which, being already felt in ſome of te dose 

neighbouring diſtricts, are now more generally acknowledged noft 

than formerly, ing 

bs enco 
tans and Ale. bouſes. There are about 10 ſmall inns and 


ale-houſes in the pariſh, viz 4 in Carnock, 5 in Cairny-hill It 

and x in Blair. Although theſe, as well as moſt other 2b. plan 

a commodations, and enjoyments in life, are and may be abu. * 
ed to the purpoſes of intemperance, yet it muſt be admitiei 

that ſeveral houſes of this k ind are neceſſary in country p. 

riſhes, for the convenience of travellers, and the accommods- 

tion of the people who come from a diſtance, to attend public 


worſhip on the Sabbath day. Perhaps, however, the number for 
at preſent in this pariſh might be diminiſhed, without any 
great inconvenience, or rather, probably, with advantage ts 
the inhabitants. | | 
. 
Houſes and Cottages, Ge. Within theſe 10 years, about A 
20 new houſes have been built in different parts of the p* Wil w 
riſh. Scarce any have been pulled down, except ſome co: ny 
tages belonging to the colliers, who frequently move from * 
4 one colliery to another; and the habitations being flight and 8 
ſuperficial ſoon go to ruin. Two or three huts, poſſeſſed f 
| ſmall tenants, have alſo become ruinous, but the number of 12 


cottages erected within that period greatly counterbalances 
| them; 
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dem; a very conſiderable number of cottagers, being em- 
as day-labourers, from the villages of Carnock and 
Carny-hill. The employing of cottagers has been found 
preferable to the hiring of ſervants, being equally cheap and 


fcuted in this manner, on ſeveral of the neighbouring eſtates, 
have turned out to good account. And it may be added, that 
thoſe gentlemen who thus employ the inferior ranks, do the 
moſt eſſential ſervice to their country, by not only beautify- 
ing and enriching the ground, but, at the ſame time, givin 8 
encouragement to population and honeſt induſtry, 


Improvements, —Within theſe laſl 16 years there have been 
planted in the lands of Blair above 1 30, ooo foreſt trees, part- 
but. h firs of different kinds, and partly hard wood, There 
iel ue two parks on Carneil-Hill, in high cultivation, mak- 
vil about 100 acres between them. About five or ſix bolls 


ot. & lime (mixed with dung or compoſt), are uſed for an acre. , 
lie BY la the land of Clune, about 50 or 60 bolls of lime were uſed 

ber ber an acre, when firſt taken in from moor. Lime being 
any | plentiful, - 


* Day-labourers generally get 18. per day in ſummer and rod. in winter, with- 
out out maintenance. Men ſervants receive from 6l. to 7l., and women from 21. 
cs, to 31. Sterling, beſides their board. The expence of a common labomer 
ad his family may be eſtimated at from 151. to 181. per annum, which is de- 
dot myed by the united induſtry of the parents and their children, from the time 
om they are able to do any thing. The wages of a day-labourer will be about x41. 
ind Nerling a-year of clear gain, at an average. At hay- making the men get tod. 


N., with their meat. Ditchers get 18. per day without maintenance .lt 
Wy be added, that the wages of tradeſmen are in proportion ; as houſe-carpent- 
ces e get 18. 24. pet day; maſons 18. 6d. for 9 months, and 18. the other 3; flaters 
m; Lein ſummer and 6d. in winter; and tailors 3d. per day, beſides maintenance. 


ur leſs troubleſome . It is a fact, that improvements, pro- 


ind the women 9d. Male reapers during harveſt get rod. per day, and females * 


2 


— 
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plentiful, there is no demand for marl, though ſome of the 


latter has been dug from the moſs in the 8. E. part of th 
pariſh. „The farm of Carneil was all encloſed fince 1761, nd 
likewiſe the Clune farm ſince 1757; the former being 2 
by Mr. Colvill, the preſent farmer, and the latter by Mr, 
Chalmers, the late proprietor of theſe lands. 


Language.—That the Gaelic or Erſe was the ancient lan- 
guage of this part of the country, 1s evident from the names 
of moſt places in the pariſh ; ſuch as Carzock, Luſcar, Clune, 
Blair, Pitdenny, Carneil, &c.; though others, indeed, of later 
date, are clearly of modern derivation ; ſuch as Bonny-Town, 
Herd-Hill, Gowk-Hall, Wood-End, &c. The language now 
generally ſpoken in this diſtrict, is the broad Scotch dialed, 
with the Fifeſhire accent, which gives ſome words ſo peculiar 
a turn, as to render the ſpeaker almoſt unintelligible to the 
natives of a different county, | 


Eminent Men. — Under this head, we can only enume- 
rate as natives of this pariſh, or reſidents in it, the Rev, 
Jonx Row, above mentioned, (whoſe father was miniſter 
of it in the beginning and middle of laſt century, and) who 
was promoted to be principal of King's College in Aber- 
deen; and the late Mr, Jonx ExsKive of Carnock, profel- 
ſor of municipal law in the college of Edinburgh, and 
author of the larger and leſſer Inftitutes of the Law of 
Scotland, Of Mr. Erſkine's abilities we need ſay nothing. 
His eminence as a lawyer is univerſally known, He reſided 
at his houſe of Newbigging, in this pariſh, during the ſum- 
mer ſeaſon, for upwards of 30 years; but «laſt removed to 
Cardroſs, in Monteith, where he died in the year 1767, hav- 


ing, ſome years before that, purchaſed conſiderable property 
4 there, 
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pere, which is now poſſeſſed by his ſecond ſon, Janes 
ExskIxE, Eſq. of Cardroſs. 


Antiquities, —Of theſe we cannot boaſt that we have many. 
There ſeems to have been à camp a little S. from the village 
of Carnock, upon an eminence, which {till retains the name 
of Camps ; and probably another, in ſome remote period, up- 
lan. on Carneil-bill. Both ſeem well adapted for that purpoſe ; 
ames e aſcent being ſteep and difficult upon two ſides at leaſt, 
lune, and the proſpect of the adjacent country noble and extenſive 
later from the ſummits. Upon opening a cairn upon Carneil- hill, 
dun, about 20 years ago, there was found an urn of earthen ware, 
now Wi containing ſorge ſmall copper coins, but they had no infſcrip- 
let, WW tion which could be read by thoſe into whoſe hands they 
liar i came, There are evidently the remains of à camp (probably 
the one of the Roman Caſtra ſtativa), upon Craig- Luſcar Hill, in 

the pariſh of Dunferwline, adjoining to the N. E. boundary 

of ours.—We have no barrows or tumuli, certainly known as 

me. WF artificial. There are indeed ſome Knotvs, or ſmall eminences, 
ev, the Knows of Luſcar, and the Law Know adjoining to Car- 
lter WY dock. From the name of the laſt of theſe, we may be led to 
who believe, that it was a place for aſſembling the vaffals and de- 
der. pendants round their ſuperiors, in the days of the feudal ſyſ- 
fel. tem, that differences might be decided and juſtice adminiſter- 
and ed. Severabof the hamlers preſerve ſome traces of thoſe diſ- 
of WY trated times in the names they bear, as they feem to indi- 
ng tte war, con fuſion, and noiſe.————Among the antiquities of 
Jed Carnock may alſo be mentioned an ancient croſs, in the 
m- middle of the northern diviſion of the village. This croſs is 
to cf a circular form, containing fix rounds of ſtone ſteps, riſing ,, 


IV one above another, and gradually diminiſhing in diameter as 
ty they aſcend, In the middle grows. a vencravic t50r% tree, 


re, Voz. XI. 3 R 8 Whish 
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which was, even within thefe few years, covered with leave! 


| live ! 

and bloſſoms in ſummer ; but is now much decayed. It i; gat, 
called tbe Thorne'in our ſeſſion records; about the middle of gels 
the laſt century; and is probably about 200 years old. with 
Int Craig.The Ink Craig of Carnock, adjoining te the Will beyc 


Dam Dike, deſerves to be mentioned as a curioſity. It produces I not ' 
a liquid, reſembling ink, which drops almoſt conſtantly from Mil «& 1 
the rock. A chemical analyſis was made of this liquid, by Wl ess 
the ingenious Dr. Black, when it was found to contain a Wil try, 
mixture of coal, flinty carth, and clay, Am 


Stature, Character, and Manner of Living. —The natives 
of this pariſh have nothing remarkable in their ſize or ſtrength: 
neither are they diſcriminated from their countrymen by any 
peculiar qualities of the mind. Their ſize is generally be- 0. 
tween 5 and 6 feet; and ſcarce any one has been known to Wl 
exceed 63. A laudable ſpirit of induſtry prevails much il © 
among the inferior claſſes, The men are moſtly occupied in 0 
huſbandry, and the women in ſpinning, ſewing, knitting ut 
ſtockings, &c. There are very few who incline to go to ſea, 
though ſome are engaged at the ports on the Frith. The na 
tives are equally averſe to the land ſervice ; not above g of 
x0 having inliſted in the army theſe many years; and of 
theſe, 2 or 3 only of late. In point of benevolence, it is 
but juſtice to ſay, that the people of this pariſh are at lealt 
upon a par with their countrymen in the neighbouring dil- 
tris ; and in times of extraordinary ſcarcity, exertions have 
been made by many individuals in behalf of the diſtrelled, 
which did honour to their feelings. The common people 
live 
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ive rather too ſparingly“; although there is reaſon to believe, 
that, in this, as well as other reſpects, their manners, cuſtoms, 
Ireſs, &c. have conſiderably altered within theſe 5o, or even 
within theſe laſt 20 years; and perhaps the extreme, into which 
ſome may now be in danger of running, is that of living rather 
beyond their income, the fatal conſequences of which need 
not be prognoſticated. As to crimes, no inſtance has occurred 
of any native of Carnock being ſubjected to a criminal pro- 
ceſs for theſe 10 years paſt. May the virtue, ſobriety, induſ- 
try, and regularity of he inhabitants continue and increaſe ! 


Amen! | 


When they work hard, the country people ſhould, in general, take more 
nouriſhing diet that at preſent, and malt liquors inſtead of ſpiritous ones.——- 
1 to The prices of proviſions in our neaxeſt market, are generally as follows ;— 
ach heef, 4d. a pound; veal and mutton ditto; lamb, 441. ; pork, 4d.; (pigs and 
1 geeſe not ſold); ducks, rs. each; chickens, 34d. or 4d. ; (no rabbits) ; butter, 
; 3d. and gd. ; cheeſe, zd. and 4d. Wheat, barley, and oats may be reckoned, 
ing it a medium, 18. per boll under the Mid-Lothian high fiars. | 


na- £7 The following lift of inhabitants, taker in 1781, omitted in its proper 

of * may here be ſubjoined. 

of "Children under 6 years of age, 159 Antiburgher Seceders, - 143 

is Males above that age, 388 ZBurgher dittoo - 103 

i Females, - '- 366 Members of the Church of Relief, 52 
— Ditto of the Chapel of Eaſe, Dun- 


b In all, * 90 fermline, - 4 - — 38 
Z Children of the Eſtabliſhed Cameronians, - - - 2 
, Church, = 105 Chillren of Diſſenters, 33 
e Framinable perſons of Ig 42@ — 


wn 38. 
| — .. | , 
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NUMBER XII. 
PARISH OF CHAPEL OF GARIOCH. 


(County and Synod of Aberdeen—Preſbytery of Garioch.) 
By the Rev. Mr. Jonx SHAND, Min iſter. 


- * 


Name and Erefion. 


THE ancient name of this pariſh was Logze-Durno, or 
Durnoch +, which ſignifies a low or hollow place. The 
ehurch was transferred from Logie Durno, on the N. fide of 
the water of Ury, to its preſent ſituation, at the E. end of 
the hill of Bannochie, early in the 14th century; at which 
period the parſonage of Fetterneer, lying on the N. fide of 
the river Don, was annexed te the pariſh, which was then 
appointed to be called Chapel of Garioch, in a decree reſpe&- 
ing the ſtipend obtained about that time, It is the ſeat of the 
preſbytery of Garioch. 5 CEO 


Rivers, F. orm, Extent, Soil, Climate, &c.— The river Don 
C divides it, on the S. ſide, from the pariſh of Kemnay, and is 


the boundary between them for about 2 miles, The pariſh 
is 


+ Hence, probably. the origin of Dornock i in Sutherland, and Dornick in 
Dumfries. ire. | 


js of 
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bol a very irregular figure: Its greateſt extent, from N. ta 
5, is about 8 miles; and from E. to W., about 7. The ap- 
pearance of the country is hilly, The foil is of various qua- 
ties; in general, it is very improvable. The air is ſuffi- 
ently dry and healthy. The W. end of the pariſh is indeed 
ſubjected to frequent ſhowers, from its vicinity to the hill of 
Raonochie, There are no diſtempers peculiar to the pariſh ; 
the moſt prevalent are fevers and rheumatiſm. The water of 
Ury runs through the pariſh far ſeveral miles. It abounds 
with fine trout, Pike is alſo to be ſound in ſome of the pools; 
but no ſalmon, excepting in the ſpawning ſeaſon, 


Woods, Agriculture, and Produce, &c.—Trees of all kinds 
thrive well; and there are plantations, of conſiderable extent, on 
the eftates of Logre; Pittodrie, Balgulain, and on the lands 
of Zfor/+, belonging to Sir Archibald Grant, in the pariſh. 
t would be highly beneficial to this part of the country, that 
trees were more cultivated than they are. A great deal of 
ground in this pariſh is fit only for planting. Wood has, of 
late, become much more ſcarce in this diſtri& than formerly, 
ad has of conſequence riſen greatly in value. The number 
of acres is not aſcertained. The greater part of the arable 
knd is employed in railing oats and bear. Some of the farms 
we of conſiderable extent, and will ſow between 50 and 69 
dolls of grain. There are few encloſures in the pariſh, ex- 
cepting upon the farms in the poſſeſſion of the proprietors ; 
conſequently ſown graſs or turnips cannot be much culti- 
dated. 

4 „ Por Cattle, 


Mr. Halkett of Inveramſav, about 30 years ago, firſt introduced the culture 
C4 turnips and ſown graſs in this pariſh ;-and his example in farming has been 
Wcelsfully followed by many in the neighbouthocd, The crop of one field, 

- : upon 
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Cattle, The cattle produced in this pariſh is of the con ary 
won North Country breed. Mr. Leſlie of Balquhain, one Mee fe 
the heritors, has introduced the Galloway kind, which Mid 2 
much eſteemed, as being hardy, large boned, and well ſhapel cla 
The number of cattle amounts to 859, of ſheep 1550, 
| horſes to 20g. 


ent 2 
ne 1 


Population. The population of this pariſh has decreals 
above one-third within theſe 40 years, as will appear fru D. 
the following table. | 


PoeVLATION TABLE of the Parrsn of Cnarrr of Gartocy 


Population, as returned to Dr. Between 50 and 70, - 
Webſter in 1755, 1351 Average of births, - 
Ditto i in 1793, males, 9 — marriages, — 

females, - * $27 deaths, 5 


— 8886 Epiſcopalians, * N 
ä — Family of Quaker, - - 
Decreaſe, - 365 


| Roman Catholics, + bn th 

Under 10 years of age, - 199 Reſident heritors, 5 
Between 10 and 20, - 2063 MNon-refident ditto, - = D 
—— 20 and 50, « 406 5 | 
deft 


Church, School, and Poor, &c.— The preſent church was 
built early in the 17th century, and repaired about 50 years 
ago. The manſe, and moſt of the office houſes, were built is 
1788 and 1989. The preſent ſtipend is 49]. 1 38. 4d. Sterling 
in money, 37 bolls of meal, and 114 bolls of bear. Ide 
glebe is about 16 acres, ſome of it very poor ground. Mr, 
Horn Elphinſtone of Logie is patron. There is an Epilcopi 
meeting-houſe at Blair daf. in this pariſh, —The _—_— 


upon the Mains of Inveramſay, which, before Mr, Halkett's improvements wal 
fold or 30s. is now reckoned worth Gol. Sterling; and the reſt of the fun 5 
improved in the ſame proportion. 
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con ry is 14 bolls 7 pecks of meal, 40 merks as ſeſſion-clerk; 
one ee fees for teaching are, 18. 6d. for arithmetic and writing, 


ch u 28. for Latin, per quarter. The average number of 
bapell lars is about 30. The prefent ſchoolmaſter is very dili- 


i and attentive.— The number of poor on the roll is 30. 
de amount of the funds for their ſupport is about 35l. 
terling, which includes collections, penalties, and morteloth 
reaſeMnoney ; alſo 41. 1 55. of intereſt, and zol. Sterling, mortified 
Dr. ANDERSON, late of St. Chriſtophers, a native of this 


pariſh, 

Roads and Inns. The roads in the pariſn are made and re- 
wired by the ſtatute labour, which is, in general, very ſuper- 
feially performed, The road from Aberdeen to Inverneſs 
jſſes through the pariſh for about 7 miles, and is often, in 
many places, almoſt impaſſable. The cypfs roads are numer- 
tus, and very bad in winter. —There are 3 public houſes in 


the pariſh ; 2 of them on the road to Inverneſs, and the other 
bn the road that leads to the upper part of Garioch. 


30, « 


1 


$i) 


Diſadvantages. —The people ſeem to be ſenſible of the be- 
tet of encloſures and green crops ; but they labour under 
many diſadvantages. They are far from the means of im- 
provement: Their leaſes, in general, are ſhort: The mill 
multures are either an abſt racted thirlage, or amount to the 
ioth or 11th part of the whole produce of the farm. Mr. 
Horn of Logie, and ſome others of the heritors, are convinced 
of the impolicy of this tax, and its hurtful effects upon im- 
provements, and are taking every ſtep in their power to re- 
medy the grievance. Among the diſadvantages of the pariſh, 
my alſo be reckoned the difficulty of procuring fuel. A 
conſiderable number of the pariſhioners go to the hill of Bau- 
Wokie for their peats, by a very ſteep road, which, in a rainy 

ſeaſon, 
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ſeaſon, is impaſſable. The diſtance from lime is alſo a gre: 
diſadvantage. Indications of limeſtone appear on the eſtat 
dl Pittodrie ; which is to be particularly examined by Colon 
Knight the proprietor ; and it it ſucceed upon trial, it wi 
be of great benefit to this part of the country. Perſonal ſe 
vices are not aboliſhed in this pariſh, and are conſidered | 
a great bar to improvement. The wages of ſervants are al 
increaſed beyond what the tenants can bear. A ploughman 
who was formerly ſatisfied with 31. in the year, now demand 
7J.; and the wages of other ſervants have riſen in the fam 
proportion. 


. \ 


(Cour 


Antiquities, Echo, £c.—There is a Druidical temple nes 
the old ruinous caſtle of Balquhain. From this caſtle ther 
is one of the fineſt echos in Scotland. There is a large tone 
about half a mile W. from the church, which is about 10 fee 
high above ground, 4 feet broad, and a foot thick ; it is calle 
the Maiden Stone. There are ſeveral curious hicrogryphical 
figures cut upon it, which are defcribed in Pennant's Tour 
and an elegant plate of them given, The bloody battle of 
Harlaw * was fought in this pariſh; 


NUM. 


* This battle was fou ght in the year tat, between Alexander Earl of Mar 
who commanded the royal army, and Donald Lord of the Illes. It proved fatal 
to a great number of the nobility und gentry of that age, being obſtinately cob. 
tended on both ſides. Buchanan ſays, that night ſeparated the combatauts, fl. 
ther wearied with fighting, than from any idea that either had gained the bat- 
tle; for when each army reviewed the number of their ſlain, they conſidered 
- themſelves as vanquiſhed, In this battle, more men of rank and fame loſt ther 
lives, than had fullen in any foreign engagement for many years preceding, b in 
which this obſcure village was rendered memorable to poſterity. 
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NUMBER XIII. 


PARISH OF INVERKEITHNY, 


(County of Banff—Synod of Aberdeen—Preſbytery of Turriſf.) 


By the Rev. Mr, Joun Mins, Miniſter. 


Name, Situation, River, and Extent. 


VERY large burn, or rivulet, which comes through 

the pariſhes of Drumblade and Forgue, falls into the 
tver Deveron, near the church, from which it is probable the 
pariſh derives the name of Inverkeithny. The pariſh is fitu- 
ated on the S. fide of the river, and is in the commiſſariot of 
Moray, It is in length, along the river fide, from 5 to 6 
Engliſh miles, and between 4 and 5 in breadth. 


Produce and Rent. A conſiderable quantity of grain is 
anually raiſed in the pariſh, The rent is fully goel. Ster. 
ung, 


Fuel.—There is ſcarcely any thing in the pariſh, that can be 
Vox. XI. 38 called 
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called moſs or peats, The inhabitants are ſupplied with peas 
from the moſſes of Foudland, in the pariſh of Forgue, and of 
Auchintoul, in the pariſh of Marnoch. They alſo burn a kind 
of turf, which they get upon the hills. Banff is the neareſt 

\ ſea- port where coals can be got, which is about 12 Englih 
miles diſtant from the church. 


Ecclefiaftical Matters. — The church and manſe are ſituated ige 
in a narrow valley, near the bank of the Deveron. The pa- 
riſh formerly belonged to the Synod of Moray and Preſby. 
tery of Huntly. An exchange was made with the pariſh of 
Mortlich, which originally was in the Synod of Aberdeen 
and Preſbytery of Turriff, and the miniſter of Inverkeithny 
ſtill draws 6s. 8d. Sterling as the feu-duty of a houſe in FI. 
gin, which has, probably, been one of the ſtalls in the ca. 
_ thedral at Elgin. There are no diſſenters from the Eftablilh. 


ed Church, except a few members of the Epiſcopal Church of 
Scotland. 


Population. — The population of Inverkeithny has decreaſed 
conſiderably within theſe 29 years. This has been partly ce- 
cafioned by the ſcarcity of fuel, but chiefly by the farmers 
thinking, from the high prices obtained for cattle and grain, 
that they had more profit, by cultivating their farms them- 
ſelves, than by ſubſetting a conſiderable part of them, as was 
formerly done in all the northern parts of Scotland. 


The return to Dr. Webſter, in the year 1755, 
was - — — = 571 ſouls. 
The number of ſouls at preſent (in 1793) is 460 
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Employments and Charafer. —There is no village in the 
pariſh ; but there are tradeſmen of different ſorts, ſuch as 
niths, weavers, wrights, and tailors. All the reſt are farm- 
as, The inhabitants are in general an induſtrious people, in 


he middle rank of life, and are particularly diſtinguiſhed, by 
their paying due reſpect and attention to the ordinances of 
religion; 
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NUMBER XILIII. 


PARISH OF ALVES. 
(County and Preſbytery of Eljis——$yood of Moray,) 


By the Rev, Mr. William MBean, Miniſter. 


Extent, Surface, Soil, and Climate. 


1 pariſh of Alves is about 5 Engliſh miles in length, prod 
and nearly the ſame in breadth. The Moray Frith for f 
waſhes its coaſt on the N. The face of the country preſents on t 
a moſt agreeable mixture of hill and dale; and the planta- Wi and 
tions lately made by the Earl of Moray, will, in a ſhort time, | 
add not a little to its beauty. The ſoil is diſtinguiſhed for I 
its fertility, being generally a deep loam on a clayey bottom; 
though, in a few places, it is of-a lighter quality. From the 
nature of the ſoil, the crops are rather late; but from the 
happy climate of the county of Moray, this is attended with 
no material inconvenience to the farmer. 


Cultivation and Produce.—The tenants are very induſtrious, 
and their labouts are amply rewarded by excellent crops: 
For centuries paſt, they have raiſed wheat; and, until lately, 


50 
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confidetable proportion-of theirrents was paid to the Earl of 
Moray in that grain. This his Lordſhip has now converted 
no money, as the tenants found it more adyantageous to 
mltivate barley : But wheat is ſtill ſown, thoùgh not to ſo 
great an extent. They are now making a rapid progreſs in 
de modern ſtyle of agriculture. Graſs ſeeds are laid down 
mn a large ſcale. Beans are planted in drills. Many acres 
o turnips are ſown both in drills, and in the broad caſt way, 
nich great ſucceſs, Potatoes are alſo raiſed in very conſider- 
ble quantities, both by the plough and ſpade. The general 
luceefſion of crops is three plowings for barley ; the firſt in 
wtumn, the ſecond, after dunging, in April, and a feed 
furrow in the beginning of May. The ſucceeding crop is 
commonly oats, if graſs ſeeds are not laid down with the bar- 
ly. Occaſionally, graſs feeds are laid down with the oats z 
and, when that is not the caſe, the following crop is peaſe, 
and barley with graſs ſeeds thereafter. The oats, that grow 
in Alves, are about a fortnight later in ripening than thoſe 
produced in the neighbourhood, and therefore are in requeſt 
for ſeed in the light and ſandy grounds in this country, and, 
on trial, are found to produce an excellent quality of grain, 
and ſuperior quantity of fodder. 


Leaſes —It would be of material conſequence to the in- 
tereſt, both of proprietors and farmers all over Scotland, but 
eſpecially in this corner, that long leaſes were introduced. 
They would animate the farmers to ſuperior induſtry and pro- 
ltable ſpeculation, as they would aſcertain to them the fruits 


hauſting crops, under the apprehenſion of being ſoon remov- 
ed. It is with pleaſure that the. writer of this article can 
ad, that in this pariſh, upon Lord Moray's property, there 

| are 


of their induſtry, and prevent their having recourſe to ex- 


— 
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are many farms, that have been continued in the poſſeſſion 0 Mine 


the ſame families for ſeveral generations “. nds 
y fit 


bre ab! 
ofles 
pple 


Ploughs, Cattle, &. The number of ploughs in this pa 
riſh may be ſtated at 115: the number of horſes at 566; 
moſt of them are of a pretty large ſize, and ſo ſtout, that! 


of them draw a plough. The number of black cattle is abou” ©"! 
1100. The cattle are not now ſo numerous as they werfe. K 
formerly, but conſiderably increaſed in ſize, from their being N 
fed with artificial graſſes and turnips. The number of ſheey — 


is about 2500. They are of a very ſmall ſize, excepting 


few of the large Bakewell breed. ole V 


Ipence 


Newto 


Prices of Labour. The price of labour is conſiderably ad. 


vanced within theſe few years. The wages of men ſervants, 1 


employed in huſbandry, are from G1. to 81. when they live in . 
the family, and 2 pecks of meal in the week when they do * 


not. Women ſervants have generally from 308. to 408. pet 
annum, with ſome perquiſites. The wages paid to reapers, 
during harveſt, are from 18s. to 11. 10s. They are gene- 
rally hired for the ſeaſon, except in thoſe caſes when the farm- 
ers have cottagers: To cut down their corn is a part of their 
ſtated labour ; and, for this and other fervices, the cottagers 
have a free houſe and a garden. 


d 305 
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. 755, 
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Mineral, bi 
* Tt is a circumſtance that deſerves particular notice, as it points out what 
induſtry and a ſteady economy can produce, and at the ſame time proves the 
laudable foſtering care and attention of ſome proprietors, that a family, of the 
name of ANDERSON, have occupied a farm in this pariſh, on the eſtate of the 
Earl of Moray, for upwards of 3400 years. The preſent tenant, having produced 
to the late Earl of Moray receipts for rents as far back as the time of Earl 
Randolph, obtained from his Lordſhip a renewal of his leaſe on the molt indul- 
gent terms. | 


7 
ſari; 


11 
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Minerals, Fuel, Inns, Cc. — The E. end of the pariſh a- 
unds with ine xhauſtible quarries of excellent freeſtone, 
y fit for either building or mill- ſtones.— This pariſh was 
ae abundantly accommodated with peats for fuel; but the 
volles are now almoſt exhauſted, and many of the country 
zople are neceſſitated to purchale coals.— There is but one 


ll 0 


n or public houſe in the pariſh. It lies on the county road 
bm Elgin to Forres, which paſtes through Alves. 


Heriturs and Rent, — The heritors are, the Earl of Moray; 
be Earl of Fife; William Brodie of Windyhills, Eſq.; Peter 
oſe Watſon of Callfield, Eſq.; Miſs Brodie of Lethen ; John 
pence Munro of Kirktown, Eſq.; and George Forteath of 
Newton, Eſq.—two of whom only have their reſidence in 
he pariſh. Tt is not pretended to give an accurate ſtatement 


nts, ; 
17 the real rent, as that muſt depend upon the price of grain; 
t an average, it may be eſtimated at upwards of Zool. 


ſterling per annum. Land, in general, here lets at from 20s. 
d 303, per Scotch acre. The rents are paid, partly in mo- 
ey, and partly in grain; that is, oats, at 5 firlots per boll, 
nd barley. | 


Population *,—By every information, the population of 
5 pariſh is very conſiderably diminiſhed, This is till far- 


der confirmed, by comparing the return to Dr. Webſter in 


mth the preſent population, in 1793, - 1111 


Which ihews an evident decreaſe +, within theſe 50 
years, of - - — - 580 


Of 


*The pariſh regiſter has been ſo irregularly kept, that the number of births, 

Parages, and deaths, for ſome years paſt, cannot be aſcertained, 

This decreaſe may be aſcribed to two cauſes, that appear fully adequate to 
the 
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Of the preſent inhabitants, there are, 4. 
Under 7 years of age, - - - 


that d 


And above that age, — — — 9a n 
Cburcb, School, and Ppor.— The Earl of Moray is patr, * 
of the pariſh of Alves, A new and ſubſtantial church w; 

built in the year 1769. The manſe is ſaid to have been bu . 
in the year 1690, and has ſince undergone frequent repairs n 
The ſtipend is 80 bolls of barley, zool. Scotch, with 60 mer 

for communion elements. The ſalary of the ſchoolmaſter j 1 
10 bolls of bear, and 331. 6s. 8d. Scotch. The quarterly; is 


payment for reading is 18., for reading and arithmetic 1s, 6d, 
and for Latin 2s, The ſchoolmaſter is always ſeſſion-clerk 
for which he has a ſalary of 11, 12s. per annum, togethe 
with the caſual perquiſites ariſing from the regiſtration of ba 
tiſms and marriages. In the year 1415, Gonk Duxca 
late merchant in Inverneſs, mortified (ſunk) 3000 merks for tht 
benefit of this ſchool ; the intereſt of which is applied to the 
education of 6 boys, not above 10 years of age, each of then 
enjoying this for 4 years. Theſe burſars are named by the 
miniſter and kirk-ſeſſion.—The funds, for the ſupport of th 
poor, ariſe from the weekly collections, fines from delin 
quents, mortcloth dues, and ſome mortifications. The lat 
Rev. Mr. ALEXANDER WATT, who was once incumbent 2 
Alves, and died miniſter of Forres, mortified the princy 
ſum of Zol. Sterling, for behoof of the poor of this pariſh 
Theſe funds afford a comfortable relief to our poor, who 2 
not very numerous. 


Cl 
ſober 


knov 
taſte 


than 


Antiquities, 


the effects: The ſcarcity of fuel, ariſing from the moſſes being worn out; and 
the crefts and ſmall poſſeſſions being converted into very extenſive farms. Ti 
laſt meaſure is peculiarly hoſtile to population, and in the end will appear 


much againft the beſt intereſts of our country at large, as well as the permanent 
advantage of the proprietors. 


of Alves, *. $13 

Antiquities Under the head of antiquities, there is little 
that deſerves notice, but a prodigiouſly large cairn of ſtones, 
na moor on the N. fide of the poſt or county road, where 
tadition ſays a battle was fought ; but no circumſtances are 
handed down concerning it. Some Lochaber and Daniſh 
zxes, of a particular figure, have been dug out of the moſs of 
Farnfide, in the neighbourhood of this cairn, An inſerip- 
tion on a grave-ſtone in the church-yard, dated in the year 
190, records a very uncommon circumſtance. It runs thus: 
« Here lies ANDERSON of Pittenſete, maire of the earldom of 
„ Moray, with his wife MasJory, whilÞ bim never diſplicit.” 


Character of the People —The people, in general, are very 
ſober and induſtrious, regular in their attendance upon public 
worſhip, and fully equal to their neighbours in point of 
knowledge and information. They have lately acquired a 
taſte for greater neatneſs in their houſes; furniture and dreſs; 
than formerly prevailed, 


Yor; XI. 
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NUMBER XIIV. 


' PARISH OF WESTERKIRK. 


(County and Synod of Dumfrics---Preſbytery of Langholm.) 


I the Rev. Mr. WILIan Lrrxxz, Miniſter, 


a of the Name. 


erin was formerly named Was TEA EA. fs 
the writs of the family of GTENDOoNwIx of that 


ilk, in the pariſh, there is a confirmation, by Archibald Earl 


of Douglas, of a charter, dilecti noſtri Domini Ade de Glem- 
donwyne, militis, domini ejuſdem, mortifying certain of his 
lands in the barony of Hawick, for the foundation of a cha- 
pel in the pariſh of Weffterter, with a ſuitable maintenance 
for 4 chaplain thereto, for the ſafety of the ſouls of James late 
Earl of Douglas, and Sir Simon of Glendonwyn, his brother- 
german“; alfo for his own ſoul, Margaret, his wife, and their 
children, &c., dated at Glendonwyn, gth December, and con- 
firmed the penult day of the ſame month, A. D. 1391. Bar- 
tholomew, grandſon of the ſaid Sir Adam Glendonwyn, 
took orders in the church; he was chaplain to the chapel of 
Weſterker, but was deprived of his charge, for non-reſidence, 

b by 
James Earl of Douglas and Sir Simon Glendonwyn, fell in the memorib 
battle of Otterburn, anno 1388. 
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by Andrew, biſhop of Glaſgow, anno 1459 *. About a mile 
from the preſent church there is a farm, the property of Sir 
James Johnſtone, but which formerly belonged to the family 
of Glendonwyn, called Weſterter, from which the pariſh 
ſeems to have got its name; and this conjecture is the more 
probable, that, on a neck of land between the Eſk and the 
Megget, and part of the farm of Weſterker, there are ſeveral 
large whin or moor ſtones placed in the ground erectly, 
which are evidently the remains of a Druidical temple. The 
pariſh of Weſterker might, in proceſs of time, be named 
Weſterkirk, from the circumſtance of its being the moſt weſt. 
erly of the five kirks of Elkdale, commonly ſo called, viz, 
Cannobie, Wauchope, Ewes, Staplegordone, and Weſterhirk ; of 
the laſt of which the preſent pariſh of Efdalemuir was a 
part, till the year 1703, when it was ere&ed into a ſeparate 
eſtabliſhment. The farm of Weferkter, from which the pariſh 
is ſuppoſed ta have got its name, was probably ſo called from 
its vicinity to, and its ſituation in reſpect of an ancient build- 
ing in the neighbourhood, There are veſtiges of a caſtle on 
the farm of Crooks, a great part of which was ſtanding in 
the memory of many of the preſent inhabitants. Caer, in the 
Gaelic language, fignifies caſtle, and Wefter-caer, or Weſter. 
ker, muſt mean a place to the weſt of the caſtle ; and the farm 
of Weſterker ſeems to have been fo called, becauſe it lies a- 
long the W. fide of the Megget, oppoſite to, and diſtant not 


more than 2 furlongs from the place where the caſtle formex- 
ly ſtood, 


Extent, —The length of the pariſh, from the N. to the E. ex- 
tremities, is 9 miles; but as the boundaries on the N. and S. are 
generally regulated by the water falls, or ridges of the moun- 


3 T 2 tains, 


% Baronage of Scotland ; vide 8 of that IE. 
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tains, its breadth is very irregular, In the 8. E. and N. w. 
where the Eſk divides it from the pariſhes of Langholm and 
Eſkdalemuir, the breadth, at an average, does not exceed 1 
miles; whereas between the church, which is nearly im the 
centre, and the N. W. end of the pariſh, the breadth, in ſome 
places, is little ſhort of its length, Though the length on the 
8. exceeds, by 2 miles, that on the N. bank of the Ef, yet 
as Weſterkirk extends a great way among the hills to the 
northward, till it reaches the boundaries of Tiviotdale, two 
thirds of the pariſh, or thereabouts, are fituated on the N, 
fide of the river, The pariſh conſiſts of 29, 30) acres ; but 
not more, perhaps, than a twentieth part of it arable, 


Sur ſace, Soil, and Climate. — The appearance of the country 
is hilly; and the hills in general are high, Some of them 
are covered with heath, but they are moſtly green and dry, 
and afford excellent paſture for ſneep. The ſoil is various; 
the lower grounds along the banks of the Eſk, which are flat, 
confiſt in general of a light loam, and produce plentiful crops 
when under proper management: The ſoil on the riſing 
grounds is a deep ſtrong loam, interſperſed with ſtones ; and 
the tops of many of the hills are covered with moſs. —The 
climate i 15 not unhealthy, though ſomewhat moiſt, as the hills 
on the S. fide of the pariſh are among the firſt that intercept 
the clouds, in their progreſs northward, from the Iriſh ſea and 
the Solway Frith, | 


Rivers. — The Black Eft, dividing the pariſh of Wedel 
on the S. from that of Eſkdalemuir on the N., for about 2 
mile in length, falls into the white Eſt at a . named the 
King Pool“, in the neighbourhood of the farm houſe of Bailie- 
| 4 lull, 


# Tradition relates that one of the PiQiſh kings Was drowned in this pon 


in ee to gory over the 1 ice, from which cixcumſtance it got the name 0. 
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wil, From the confluence of the Eſks, the river, by a va- 
fety of beautiful curves, runs through the pariſh toward the 
6 K. ſor the ſpace of 7 miles, till it reaches Dowglen-cleugh; 
nd then paſſes along the N. fide of the pariſh, nearly in the 
ame direction, till it reaches a place named Craig-cleugh ; 2 
fivulet which divides the pariſh from that of Langholm on 
the 8., as Dowglen-cleugh does on the N. fide of the Eſk, 


wa Bl of the pariſh, From the hills on the S. fide of the river there 
N. ez, and from thoſe on the N. g, beſides the. Megget and 
ut Wl Stennis water. In the S. fide of a ridge of mountains, the 

ſummits of which are the line of diviſion between the county 

of Dumfries, in this direction, and that of Roxburgh or Ti- 
ry WM fietdale, the Megget and Steanis water have their ſources, 
em They are divided in their courſes by a ridge of hills, and fed 
„ WH in their progreſs, with a variety of ſtreamlets from the neigh- 
$; bouring mountains; and running ſouthward for 6 miles, the 
at, WI Stennis water, near a place named 2 Cree, joins the Meg- 
ps Wl get, which paſſes on in the ſame direction for about half a 
ng mile, and falls into the Eſk in the neighbourhood of Wauk. 
mill. The Eſk, the Megget, and the Stennis water abound 
with trout ; and ſalmon were alſo taken in the Eſk in great 
numbers, till the late Dr. Graham of Netherbie built a bay 
acroſs the river, for the profeſſed purpoſe of proeuring water 


neighbourhood of Langtoun ; but fince that time ſcarcely any 


lalmon get up the Efk, excepting when it happens to be greatly 
flooded. | 


table: 


King Pool, and that his corpſe was interred in the top of a acizhbouring hill, 
*uia the pariſh of Weſterirk, called Shawrisge. 


Many burns, or rivulets, fall into the Eſk within the bounds - 


tor working the mills, which he was then erecting in the 


Population. The population has increaſed nearly one 
ixth within theſe 40 yours as appears from the following 


POPULATION 
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PorVLATIONn TABLE of the Pariſh of WEsTERKIIE. tur 


+ 


j 
Number of ſouls in 1755, as ne to Dr. 


Webſter, — — — 549 


| { Examinable perſons, 484 
Ditto in x968*, | Children under 7 years 82 
viz. = of age, m = 83 5 43 
Diſſenters = += 15] — 37 
Ditto in 1793, . - 655 
4 Total increaſe, 
| AGES, © SEXES AND CONDITIONS, 
Under IO years of age, - 140 Males, Ss S 31 
Between 10 and 20, 110 Females, - Ann. 
20 and 70, — 382 Married perſons, + 
—— o nd 8, = 1s Widowers, - 
—— Zo and 90, — 7 Widows, — — Re: 
Above 100 tf, . - 1 Cote 
ides 
PROFESSIONS f. ed 
Sbopkeepers, 2 Cooper, _ T Smiths, 3 2 few 
Miller, - I Shoemakers, 2 Carpenters, 7 cool 
Baker, = =- Þ Tailors, 8 Weavers, I ub 
Lil * 


| by This ſtate of the population, in 1768, was taken by the late Mr. Scot» 
Land during the courſe of his viſitation. 


+ This man, according to his own account, is 106 years old, but his name i 
not on the ſeſſion record; the probability however is, all circumſtances conſidet« 
ed, that he is above 100. | 


* 


t In the above liſt of profeſſions, 3 journeymen and apprentices are ' included, 
and they all find ſufficient employment i in working for the inhabitants, exc 
the weavers, who ſometimes make cloth for people who do not reſide in the fr 
riſh. 


N 
; 5 "3% | j 1148 F 
Of . efterkirk, 519 1 
dur of BArTTsMus, MARRIAGES, and BURIALS, for the laſt 1 1 
Nine Years. 1 
Years. Baptiſms. Marriages. Burials. | 5 if j 5 
1784, 17 4 7 Wl 
18s, 15 4 13 We 
1787, 15 5 11 1 
1788, 22 6 It * 1M 
1789, 25 * EL . | * 
1790, 15 _ 18 . £1 1 | 
1791, 16 9 I3 q: 04 
0 
1792, 23 8 9 + 
— —— — — ö 19 
10 
156 48 104 Wl 
* 
Ann, average, nearly 17 5 11 
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Rents and Farms.———The valued rent is 10,308 merks 
Scotch, the real rent 2570l. 176. There are 27 farms, be- 
ides what one of the heritors retains in his own poſſeſſion, 
and what is rented by a miller and a ſmith, who poſſeſs each 
2 few acres.—— The rent of one farm is between 4col. and 
zool. There are 9 between 1ocl. and 200l.; the others are 
all below Tool., and a few of them are under 20l. a-year. 


Agriculture, Produce,Cattle,\5c.--Confiderable improvements 
have been made in agriculture fince the uſe of carts became 
general, and eſpecially fince the year 1775, when a bridge 
was thrown over the Eſk at Langholm, by which means the 
tenants have eaſy acceſs to the lime-kilns in Cannobie. The 
principal crops are oats, barley, peaſe, potatoes, ſown graſs ; 
and wheat has ſometimes been cultivated with ſucceſs. Oats 
are 
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are ſown from the beginning of March to the foth of Apri fer t. 
peaſe in the end of March or beginning of April ; barley i . 
ſown, and potatoes are planted, from the middle of April u his ſt 
the middle of May; turnips are ſown in June, and wheat j when 
the end of Auguſt or beginning of September. The harveſt N 
commences about the end of Auguſt, and is generally con . 
cluded about the middle of October. Clover and rye-gra 7 N 
are almoſt univerſally ſown with barley, and the general t 1 
tation is as follows: * : 
Years. | 2 

1. Barley with clover and rye- graſs. bring 

2. Clover and rye-graſs. mull. 

4. Tu a 

4. Fallowz or turnips; or beds The 

With the fifth ſeed time the rotation begins ane w, as mixe 
the land is again ſowed with barley, together with clover aud t 
rye-grafs. Some take two erops of oats after the clover and Te 
tye-graſs, and others 3 ; and perhaps the ſecond crop will el ne 
better than the firſt, becauſe it is not ſo apt to lodge when the 'W 
ſeaſon is wet. But in grounds, that are eonſtantly under ti. =y 


lage, eſpecially where the foil is light, this practice is very 
injurious to the tenant, becauſe it impoveriſnies the land to 
ſuch a degree, that it cannot be brought to produce a plentiful 
crop for ſeveral ſucceeding ſeaſons. There are 69 carts in B. 
the pariſh, and 35 ploughs, which Iaſt are generally of the 
Engliſh form. There are 86 horſes, 181 cows, with thei! 
followers ; and a few black cattle are bred for the Englih 
market. 


Sheep and Wool, —The pariſh maintains 19,480 ſheep, aud V 
theſe are all of the long or white faced kind, now known un- 
» * det 
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der the name of the Cheviot breed, Every farmer diſpoſes of 
his whole lambs, excepting what he retains for keeping up 
his ſtock, i. e. he reſerves as many of his beſt ewe lambs, 
when he ſells the others in the month of July, as are equal to 
what of his flock had- died fince the Michaelmas preceding, 
and the number of dranght ewes which he mtends to diſpoſe 
of in the September following: At this ſeaſon, hedifpofes yearly 
of ſome of the oldeſt and worſt of his ewes. The number of 
draughts that he ſells annually, is about a ſeventh part of the 
whole ; and therefore the oldeſt of his ſheep are not more 
than 7 years of age. A ewe 8 years old may be expected to 
bring a better lamb than when {he was 4 or 5; but her fleece 
will be both coarſer and lighter, and ſhe be in greater danger 
of dying during the winter or ſpring, The lambs and draught 
ewes are generally fold into Northumberland and York thre, 
The ſheep are ſalved about Martinmas. A gallon of tar, 
mixed with a Scotch ſtone of butter, will faive, of young and 
old throughout the flock, about 45. One man will falve 20 
ſheep in a day. Of late years the farmers have been in uſe 
to buy tups of the Cheviot breed; and, by this improvement, 
the value of woo! is ſuppoſed to be increaſed at the rate of 
about 2s. 6d. per ſtone. Till this ſeaſon, the price of woo! 
bad inercafed theſe ſeveral years. Some of it ſold, laſt year, 
a high as 188. a ſtone: This year (1793), it is fallen about 
55. a ſtone, Eight ſleeces, at an average, go to a ſtone. 


Bridges and Roads.——There are in the pariſh, to the great 
«commodation and ſafety of travellers, 16 ſtone bridges. 
theſe, however, are moſtly built on a fmall ſcale ; none of 
them has more than one arch, excepting that which is over 
the Eſk, in the neighbourhood of the church, and conſiſts of 
3arches, This was built about 50 years ago, and at the ex- 
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pence of the county. Five of the bridges are thrown over 
burns or rivulets, which-fall into the Eſk from the hills on the 
9., and 10 are built over thoſe that come from the mountains 
on the N. fide of the river. There are 2 public roads, which 
are kept in excellent repair, and run from the S. E. end of 
the pariſh; the one along the S., the other along the N. banks 
of the Eſk, for about 6 miles. The road on the S. croſſes 
the river 2 miles above the church, and, on the N. fide of 
the Eſk, joins the other, which is continued into the pariſh 
of Eſkdalemuir. Though ſome of the bridges were built, 
and the roads were originally formed, and are {till kept in re- 
pair, with money collected from the occupiers of land, in lieu 
of the ſtatute labour, in terms of an act of parliament obtained 
for this county, yet the public is much indebted, for the con» 
veniency of good roads and ſufficient bridges, to the benevo- 
lent exertions of Sir James JoHnSTONE. From him the pro- 
poſition firſt came to throw a bridge over the Eſk, at Lang. 
holm, by which the inhabitants of Weſterkirk have ready 
acceſs to the lime kills and coal pits of Cannobie ; and his 
attention 1s unremitted, while he reſides in this part of the 
country, to the reparation of the roads and bridges. 


School and Poor. The ' ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is 109l, 
Scotch: The number of ſcholars, at an average, is about 4; 
in winter, and 25 in ſummer, He receives, for teaching 
Engliſh, per quarter, 18. 6d ; for writing, 28. 6d. ; for arith- 
metic, 33.. 6d; and for Latin, 5s. As ſeſſion-clerk and pre- 
centor, he has 13s. from the ſeſſion ; on every marriage he has 
1s., on every baptiſm 4d., and 3d. on every certificate : Be- 
des, he is collector of the aſſeſſment for the poor. for which 
he has il. 1cs. a year. The office may be worth about 221. 
Sterling per annum. The number of paor upon the roll at 


preſent is 18. The annual amount of the contributions for 
their 
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their relief is 571. 6s. 4d. Of the above aſſeſſment, the ſeſ- 
fen advances 7l. 5s. 5d.; the reſt is paid, one half by the 
heritors, and the other by the tenants. There is a ſum of 
1601. in ſtock, the intereſt of which, at 4 per cent, together 
with the collections, the uſe of the mortcloth, and what fines 
or penalties are exacted from defaulters, enable the ſeſſion, 
not only to advance more than an 8th part of the whole an- 
nual aſſeſſment, but to provide clothing for ſeveral of the pu- 
pers, and to relieve ſuch individuals as fall into circumſtan- 
ces of diſtreſs between the quarterly meetings, The number 
of poor upon the roll had increaſed no more than 2 for 10 
years preceding Candlemas laſt, whereas the aſſeſſment was 
nearly doubled. 


The number of poor upon the roll in February 1783, was 17 


Ditto, in February 1793, 19 
The quarterly aſſeſſment, in Feb. 1783, was . 7 15 97 
Ditto, in Feb. 1793, = 14 6 7 


This rapid increaſe of poor's rates may indeed be ſomewhat 
alarming to thoſe by whom the aſſeſſment is paid. Truſting 
to theſe rates, individuals are not ſo ſolicitous, perhaps, as 
they otherwiſe would be, to make proviſion for a time of 
ſickneſs, a ſeaſon of dearth, or the indigence of old age; and 
this mode of providing for the poor may ſerve to leſſen that 
attention to parents, and that deſire to provide for their com- 
fortable ſubfiftence, which are ſo much the duty of, and fo 
very becoming in children: On the other hand, ſince this 
method of maintaining the paupers commenced, the pariſh has 
not been much infeſted with vagrants and ſturdy beggars ; 
and the poor being thus provided for, live comfortably at 
home, and are not reduced to the neceſſity of wandering up 
and down the country begging bread. | 
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Heritors, &c.— The property of the pariſh belongs, at pre. 
ſent, to 4 heritors, viz. the Duke of Buccleugh, Sir James 
Johnſtone, Bart. John Johnſtone, Eſq. and Major Dirom; of 
whom Sir James Johnſtone only relides, and that but oc. 
calionally. | 


Eeelefiaſtical State, The manſe was rebuilt in 1583, and is 
in good repair: The kirk in 1788, and it is one of the neateſt 
and beſt finiſhed country churches in the ſouth of Scotland, 
The ſtipend was formerly yol. 168. 8d., including 41. 3s. 4d, 
for communion elements; but an augmentation of 4 chalders 
of victual, half meal, half barley, was obtained in February 
laſt. The glebe conſiſts of about 19 Engliſh acres, which the 
preſent incumbent incloſed, and ſubdivided with ſtone fences, 
at an expence of not leſs than 1001, Beſides the glebe, the mi. 
niſter has a right of paſturage for 44 ſheep on the neighbour. 
ing farm of Hirtonhill. 


Prices of Labour, c.——The wages of a man labourer are 
gd. a day without victuals, except when he is employed as 2 
mower, and in the time of harveſt, when they are 10d. or 
when he is engaged in ſalving ſheep, for which he receives 18. 
The wages of women are 8d, a day in harveſt, with main- 
tainance, and Gd. at other times. The wages of a maſon are 
25., and thoſe of a carpenter 18. 6d. a day, when they find 
their own victuals. The wages of men ſeryants, who eat in 
the houſe, are from 8 to 10 guineas a year; and thoſe of wo- 
men, from 31. 10s. to 4 guineas, The ſhepherds are allowed 
graſs for a certain number of ſheep, as their wages. Some of 
them have a leſſer, others a greater number, according to 
their {ill and the largeneſs of the flock which they tend; 
and the wages of ſome of them of late years, owing to the 

high 
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d price of wool, &c. have been little ſhort of x51, per an- 
um, beſides their maintainance, 


— 
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de. Minerals, Cc. — There is a pit of excellent ſhell marl * 
n the farm of Megdale, the property of the Duke of Bue- 
deugh. Little of the mar], however, is uſed, becauſe it can- 

is est be got for money, but muſt be aſked as a favour; and the 

eſt Wenant is naturally averſe to the treſpaſs which horſes would 

d. ccaſion, by being brought upon his grounds to carry it off; 

id. Neades the pit is ſituated in the dechivity of a hill, and by no 


"75 reans of eaſy acceſs, Sir James Johnſtone had, for more than 1 1 
s years back, been in ſearch of lead in the grounds of Glen- 1 
lis linning. In the year 1788, metal was diſcovered ; but, up- 41.8 
* Won trial, it was found to be antimony. Antimony, the ſubium "1.20 | 
u. Wh the ancients, by the Greeks called 7744, is found in Hun- 1 | 
Tn Wery, in Germany, in France, in Ruſſia, and in Siberia; but this N | 
8 the only mine of antimony that has, as yet, been diſcovered i 
in Great Britain. The reaſon of its modern denomination is N * 
i Wrcferred to Bail Valentine, a German monk, who, as the tra- - 11 
5 Wiition relates, having thrown ſome of it to the hogs, obſerv- A 15 | 
or Med that, after it had purged them haſtily, they immediately - þ * 
5 Wfittened ; and therefore imagined his fellow monks would be „ 
Ne tie better for a like doſe. The experiment, however, ſuc- s " 
re ceded fo ill, that they all died of it; and the medicine was Cc! 
hy tenceforward called antimoine, antimonk +. Of the mines in # 
in the 1 
De 1 
d | "= 
of F About 5o years ago, one of the tenants of Glendinning t manured part of oY 
dis arable land with marl from this pit. His neighbour did not make the ex- j 
0 periment ; and that part of the field on which the marl was laid, is diſtinguiih- 
x td irom the other, even to this day, by producing a more luxuriant crop. 
e Johnſon's Dictionary; vide Autimony. 
h 


+ This place, in former times, was named Glend inwyn, and has been a}- 
rea / mentioned. 
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the grounds of Glendinning, Sir James Johnſtone retains tw 
fourth ſhares, He has let one fourth ſhare to Captain Cochr, 
and another to Mr. Tait. The company has built a ſmeltiy 
houſe in the neighbourhood of the mines, in which the ore i; 
manufactured. It is made into ſulphurated antimony, and r, 
gulus of antimony, When the ore is beaten ſmall, and wall 
ed, it is put into an earthen pot, the bottom of which is per 
forated with a number of holes. This pot is let into thi 
mouth of another, which ſerves as a receiver. They are the 
put into the furnace; and ſeveral ſets of this apparatus ar 
commonly worked at once. The fluid antimony paſſes through 
the holes into the undermoſt pot, while the uaiufible matten 
remain in the uppermoſt : What is found in the undermol 
pot, when the proceſs is finiſhed, is called ſulphurated anti 
mony. 
Regulus of antimony 1s prepared in the following manner 
The ore, when beaten ſmall and waſhed, is put into a cruci 
ble, and, along with it, a certain preparation of iron, and ar 
alkaline flux: the crucible is then placed in a furnace ; and 
the iron having a greater affinity to the ſulphur, than the ſul- 
phur has to the ore, ſeparates the one from the other, mak- 
ing the ſulphur ſwim en the top of the fluid metal: The 
matter in the crucible, when ſufficiently heated, is poured in- 
to a caſt iron cone, from which it is taken when cooled, and 
then the ſulphur readily ſeparates from the metal. The me- 
tal is again beaten into ſmall pieces, put a ſecond time into 
a crucible in the furnace, and melted, with a mixture of anti 
mony and an alkaline flux; it is then poured into a veſſel of 
conical ſhape, from which it is taken, when cooled, having 
the form of a large ſugar loaf, and a fine ſtarry ſurface. Its 
texture is full of little ſhining veins, or threads, like needles 
and is brittle as glaſs. Regulus of antimony is a common in- 
gredient in ſpeculums, in bell metal, in types for printing, . 
: e 
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ſhe ſulphurated antimony is ſold at 42l., the regulus of 
atimony at 80l. per ton. 


Miners, Village, Ge. — There are 40 people, excluſive of an 
werſeer, employed at preſent in the mines, and in preparing 
the antimony. A miner's wages are from 23]. to 261. a year, 
nd, as ſuch, he enjoys many other advantages. 'The com- 
pny has built a village, which is pleaſantly ſituated on the 
hanks of the Megget, and named James Town, in which 
every miner is provided with a comfortable lodging for him- 
{if and his family, at a moderate rent: He has graſs for a 
cow, during the ſummer, for which he pays no more than 20s., 
and 108. for coarſe hay for her proviſion in the winter; and 


103. per acre, for cultivating cabbages and potatoes. A ſtore- 
houſe is built by the company, in which they mean to lay up 
grain when the prices are low, and ſell it out to the workmen, 
at all times, even in ſeaſon of dearth and ſcarcity, at the 
nte at which it was purchaſed, The miners are at work 
only 6 hours a-day ; and, to encourage them to read, a pre- 
ſent was, ſome months ago, made them in books, by the com- 
The pany, to the value of 151. ; and theſe, with others, which the 
in- yorkmen have fince been able to purchaſe, amount at preſent 
to 120 volumes. To render the ſituation of the miners as 
comfortable as poſſible, the company has built a ſchool-houſe, 
lor the purpoſe of having their children educated; has grant- 
ed conſiderable advantages to the teacher, and purpoſes to 
give 1cl. per annum, to which each of the workmen is to add 
Is. a quarter, as a fund for the relief of ſuch individuals 
anong them, as may be diſqualified for following their em- 
ployment by ſickneſs and old age. We with ſucceſs to this 
undertaking. The mining company not only fiads employ- 
ment to many individuals, but has done an eflential ſervice to 
the 


may have as much land as he has occaſion for, at the rate of 
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the public, by making an excellent road, along the E. fide g 
Megget, between James? Town and Waulk-Mill; and, int 
line of this road, which is three miles and a half, has buil 
4 ſtone bridges, of one arch each. f 


Eminent Men, &c.— The preſent family of Weſterhall ar 
all natives of the pariſh ; and they have diſtinguiſhed them 
ſelves much, and are well known in the world. Mr. Purer 
NET, who married the heireſs of Bath, is one of this family 


as was the late Governor JOHNSTONE, whoſe bravery as 2 Wo 
officer, and whoſe information and eloquence as a ſenator, arſored 
ſufficiently known, and will long be remembered. HereWMhowe 
too, are depoſited his remains, over which, and many of hi dera 
anceſtors, John Johnſtone of Alva, Eſq. has erected a very , 
elegant mauſoleum. This is a piece of excellent architecture ¶ Dow 
and muſt have coſt yool. or thereabout. The pariſh gaveMWare x 
birth alſo to Commodore PasLEY, who at this inſtant com- 
mands the firſt diviſion of the van ſquadron of Lord Howe D. 
fleet, as it lies in line of battle at Torbay, The 
lent, 
Antiquities — Beſides the remains of the Druidical temple very 
above mentioned, veſtiges of encampments may be traced on 
the tops of ſeveral of the hills in the N. W. end of the pa. V 


Tiſh, Thefe ſeem to have been out ſtations of the Roman 
camp, which bears the name of Caftle-ver, in the S. end of 
the pariſh of Eſkdalemuir; and there are others along the 
banks of the Eſk, which were probably formed as part of 1 
chain of communication between Caſtle-o'er and the camp at 
Netherbie, in the neighbourhood of Langtown. There 15 
a great number of bur:arns in the-pariſh. Theſe are all of 1 


circular form, and are from 36 to 50 yards diameter“. O" Bil on 
the gro 
whe 
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on the farm of Enzieholm, there are the remains of an old 

artification, of a triangular form. It has the appearance of 
neat antiquity, and has undoubtedly been a place of very 

anfiderable ſtrength ; but it is ſo much fallen into ruins, that 
u probable conjecture can now be formed, either of the time 
hen it was built, or by whom it was poſſeſſed. There are 
ſeſtiges of an old tower, or caſtle, at Glendinning, and the 
remains of another at Weſterhall. 


Wood. —About $0 years ago, the pariſh was much better 
fored with wood than it is now. From the 58. E. end of it, 
however, to about a mile beyond the church, there is a con- 
ferable quantity of natural wood along the banks of the 
Ek, and ſeveral thriving plantations on the eſtates of Craigs, 
Dowglen and Wefterhall ; at the laſt of which places, there 
re many very venerable aſhes and plane trees. 


we Diſeaſes. —_There are no diſeaſes peculiar to the pariſh, 
The rheumatiſm and tuberculous phthifis are the moſt preva- 
kent, The practice of inoculation has, for many years, been 
ple very general, and very ſucceſsful. 
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* tink that they were places of ſtrength, into which the inhabitants collected 
JL « 


their cattle, when alarmed. with a viſitation from the Engliſh Borderers ; and 
) at many are of opinion that they were formed for the purpoſe of protecting the 

15 cittle, during the night, from the ravages of wild beaſts, when this country was 
FP moſtly covered with wood. The laſt of theſe ſuppoſitions ſeems to receive ſome 
On countenance from the following circumſtances, that there is a hurian on almoſt 
: | every farm, and that its ſituation, in general, is on the firſt piece of dry or riſing 
tue bound that is to be met with in the neighbourhood of the farm-ſtead, eſpecially 
when ſuch a uation is rendered the more inacceſſible, by the bank of the river, 
r lome other adjoining precipice. 
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Wild Animals, —There are hates, rabbits, and ſome foxes 
in the pariſh, We have the ſwallow, the wood-cock, the 
cuckoo, and other migratory birds, in their ſeaſons. Part. 
ridges have not been ſo numerous for ſome years as they 
formerly were. The moor-cock and hen are natives, and in 
confiderable numbers; but the black-cock is ſeldom to be 
met with, 


Fuel. Peat was the only fuel formerly in uſe ; but as moſs 
is no-where to be found in any conſiderable quantity, except 
on the tops of the hills, (and is therefore of difficult acceſs), 
and as peats cannot be properly got in rainy ſeaſons, and eſpe- 
cially as a road for carts is now opened into the pariſh of Can- 
nobie, where coals are worked, theſe are become part of the 
fuel uſed in almoſt every family. 


Prices of Grain. The price of grain was remarkably high 
laſt ſeaſon. Oatmeal ſold at 28. 8d. a ſtone, of 17 lbs.; yet 
none that the writer knows of were in danger of periſhing 
for want. The meal is now ſelling at 28. the ſtone, and the 
price is expected to be ſtill lower, as there has not been, per, 
haps, in the memory of man, a more plentiful crop of oats 
and barley, in this part of the country, than the preſent, 
which, within the bounds of the pariſh, is now [October 21.] 
almoſt gathered in, and in excellent order. 


Character, &c.—The inhabitants of Weſterkirk have long 
been remarked for decency and regularity of conduct. They 
are, in general, religious without ſuperſtition, and charitable 
without oſtentation, and temperate almoſt without exception. 
None of the poor are reduced to the neceſſity of beggi"s 
bread; in what they receive from the pariſh, and what they 
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do not amount to more than 
but theſe are little 


frequented ; nor do thoſe who keep them depend much on the 
profits of this employment for the ſupport of their families. 
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tan Earn, they have a comfortable ſubſiſtence ; and many of 


the tenants are men of very confiderable property. 
minations, 
10. There are 4 ale-houſes in th 


ſenters, of all deno 
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NUMBER XLV. 


PARISH OF NEWTON. 


(County of Edinburgh—Preſbytery of Dalkeith—Synod of 
Lothian and Tueeddale.) 


By Jonx Mais, D. D. Miniſter. 


Population. 
A CCORDING to Dr. Webſter's report, the number of 
ſouls in this pariſh, in the year 1755, was 1199 
By an exact liſt, taken in June laſt (1993), it was 
found to be reduced to - - = I135 


Hence there is a decreaſe of 8 „ 


Of the above number there are Malgs. Females. Total. 
Under 8 years of age, = 147 I50 297 
Above that period of life, - 410 428 838 


— — ä — — 


In all, - 1 578 1135 
N | The WM wu 
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The number of families is, - - "a 239 
Annual average of baptiſms for the laſt 1o years, 43 
—— * marriages af - — - 10 


Proprietors — There are 4 heritors in the pariſh ; the Duke 
of Buccleugh, the Earl of Wemyſs, Mr. Wauchope of Ed- 
nonſtone, and his eldeſt ſon. | 


Feelefraſtical State, —Mr. Wauchope is patron of the pa- 
nh, The ſtipend, which conſiſts {of money and grain, in- 
duding 100 merks Scotch, as the intereſt of mortified money, 
ad the allowance for communion elements, may be reckoned, 
it an average about 106l. per annum. The glebe conſiſts of 
1 acres, I rood, and 31 falls of good arable land, lying very 
conveniently round the manſe, and all lately incloſed with a 
hedge, by the preſent incumbent. The church was built in 
the year 1742, and is ſituated very nearly in the centre, no 
part of which can be ſaid to be more than a mile and a half 
diſtant from it. The manſe was built in the year 1749, and 
ſands within leſs than half a mile of the church, towards 
the E. 


School. The ſchoolmaſter's falary is x00]. Scotch, The 
number of ſcholars, at an average of 10 years, amounts to 48; 
and the whole of his income, including the ſalary, ſchool dues, 
ad the emoluments of the ſeſſion clerk's office, may be reck- 
med, at an average of that period, no more than 24]. per 
anum, 


Poor. 


No regular regiſter of funerals has been kept for ſome time paſt. They 
an only be collected from the treafurer's accounts, who charges himſelf with 
the dues of the mortcloths, which he has received. This account muſt have been, 
in ſome time paſt, very deficient, owing to a circumſtance, which will be ex- 
ined aſterwards, as the explanation may be uſeſul to other pariſhes, 
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Poor. — The average of ſtated penſionets on the poor's rol! 
for the laſt 10 years, is 14. The expenditure on theſe, in 
dluding occaſidnal ſupplies to others, and the ſalaries of ſefſicy 
clerk, precentor, beadle, ſynod and preſhytery clerks, and 
preſbytery officer, amounts, at an average, to 421. per annun 
The money at preſent in the kirk treaſurer's hands, is a mere 
trifle, The poor, however, have been, hitherto, maintaines 
pretty decently, by the funds ariſing from the weekly collec. 
tions, and from the uſe of the pariſh mortcloths, without hay 
ing recourſe to any aſſeſſment for that purpoſe, though not 
withont the neceſſity of frequent encroachments on the very 
ſmall capital in the treaſurer's hands; 


Charitable Societies and Moytcloths.—The bod y of collier 
in this pariſh have been in uſe to keep what they call a box, 
from which they allow an aliment, or ſupport, to ſuch of the 
contributors as are laid aſide from work by fickneſs. This, 
no doubt, afforded a temporary relief to the pariſh funds, 
But when the contributor dies, there is no proviſion made 
for the widow and family, who muſt, conſequently, fall a bur: 
den on theſe funds. They purchaſed, ſome years ago, from 
this ſtock, a ſet of mortclotis, the uſe of which was given, 
gratis, to the contributors. The body of carters, who have a 
fund of the ſame kind, within theſe 2 or. 3 years, followed 
their example. As the great body of the pariſh conſiſts of 
theſe two deſcriptions of people, the Kirk. ſeſſion foreſaw, that 
this practice, if allowed to continue, would ſoon go nearly to 
extinguiſh altogether the funds ariſing from the ule of the pa- 
riſh mortclotl.s. They commuuicated their ideas on this cit 
cumſtance to the heritors of the pariſh, who unanimonlly agreed 
to concur with the kirk-ſeſſion in trying the point of law on 
this ſubject, and to defray the whole expence that ſhould bt 
incurred on this occaſion, The neighbouring parith of Lib 

ob, 
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jon, who were in the ſame ſituation, joined in the proceſs. Ac 
cordingly, a decree of the Court of Seſſion, dated November 
oth 1792, was obtained, ſtrictly prohibiting the uſe of any 
# but the pariſh mortcloths.” Notwithſtanding this decifion 
u their favour, the kirk-ſeſſion, in conſideration of that de- 


tired from theſe boxes, by maintaining decently ſuch of the 


filling to grant them ſome indulgence. Accordingly, after 
having obtained the full conſent of all the heritors, they agreed 
to allow them the uſe of their own mortcloths for the ſpace of 
20 years, by which time their preſent mortcloths may be ſup- 
poſed to be worn out; on condition that, at every time any 
of them are uſed, they pay to the kirk treaſurer, for the be- 
refit of the poor, the moderate ſum of 4s.; it being expreſsly 
underſtood, that this indulgence ſhall continue only during the 
continuance of that aid which they have been accuſtomed to 
give to the pariſh funds; but, that the moment any of theſe 
boxes are given up, and conſequently that aid is withdrawn, 
this indulgence ſhall be at an end; and the kirk-ſeffion, in 
that event, are determined immediately to avail themſelves af 
the right which they naw poſſeſs, by virtue of this decree. 


Collieries, Coal works have been very long carried on here. 


The following ſtate of the ſeams of coal is given from the beſt | 


authority : There are no leſs than 19 different ſeams that run 
through this pariſh, ſtretching nearly N. and S. Six of theſe 
ſeams are termed flat, becauſe they lie in a horizontal poſition, 
and make but a ſmall angle with the horizon ; dipping to the 
eaſtward, 1 in 10, and ſometimes 1 in 15 or 20 feet. The other 
I3 are called edge ſeams, owing to the poſition in which they 
ſand, running down from the earth's ſurface in a perpendicu- 
kr direction, and making an angle of near go degrees with 

| . the 


eree of relief which they were ſenſible the pariſh. funds de- 


contributors as may be laid afide, by accident or-diſeaſe, were 
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the horizon, Theſe ſeams vary in their thickneſſes, Th, 
thickeſt of the flat ſeams are about 4 feet, and the thinne 
about 2+. The thickeſt of the edge ſeams are about g or 10 
feet, and the thinneſt about 2. All of theſe ſeams have 
already wrought in part; ſome of them probably 200 year 
ago; ſeveral of them by levels taken from the ſea, and otherg 
by levels from the loweſt parts of theſe lands. Some of the 
flat ſeams, which are of the beſt quality, have been wrought 
of late, and are ſtill working by fire engines, and other ma- 
chinery, 26 fathoms perpendicular depth below the ſea. There 
ſtill remain to be wrought a great quantity of theſe ſeams; 
which, if ever attempted in any future period, will require 
very powerful fire engines to drain the water from them, and 


conſequently a great outlay of e before theſe coals can 
be brought to market. 


Wages and Charafer.—The buſineſs of a collier ſeems to 
be a very-lucrative one. Each of them may earn 188. or 
20s. per week. It is however matter of much regret, that 
very few inſtances are known, of ſuch as are fo attentive as to 
ſave any thing at all. On the contrary, it is the heavy com- 
plaint of all the coal-maſters, that a collier will work none, 
ſo long as he has any money in his pocket. This 1s the real 
reaſon of the ſcarcity of that article, which. was ſo deeply and 
umverſally felt during the courſe of laſt winter. 


Hatiquitice—The only ad here, that deſerves to be 
taken notice of, is a very high ridge, of a circular form, and 


of conſiderable extent, which evidently appears to be altoge- ¶ qu 

ther artificial. The people of the country have always called Bi ral 

it ** The Kaim, a corruption, it is ſuppoſed, of the word Bill tar 

Camp. If it is the remains of a camp, it could not be a Roman in 

one, as it is well known that their camps were of a ſquare 7 
| NU 
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Situation, Txtent, Rivers, Lakes, and Fiſh. 


HE pariſh of Roberton, in the preſbytery of Selkirk, 
lies in the weſtern extremities of the ſhires of Rox- 
burgh and Selkirk, where they march with the county of 
Dumfries. It is eftimated about thirteen, miles in length, 
and fix in breadth.——The water of Bortbwicł, running 
to the E. from the high grounds, where the ſhires of Sel- 
kirk and Dumfries meet, divides the pariſh into two parts, 
nearly equal, The water, Ale, flowing from a beautiful cir- 
cular lake, of nearly 2 miles in circumference, in the N. W. 
quarter bf the pariſh,” holds, while in it, a courſe nearly pa- 
rallel to the Borthwick, from which it is about 2 miles diſ- 
tant, Beſides Alemuir Loch, there are ſeveral ſmaller lakes, 
in which there is abundance of fine perch and pike ; and in 
ene there is to be found an excellent red trout, much reſemb- 
Vor, XI, 3 1 ling 
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ling that of Lochleven. The waters, Borthwick and Ale, 


r: 
augmented in their courſe by a great number of riyulets, . 
abound with trauts of the beſt quality; but it is only in the % hi 
ſpawning ſeaſon that they are viſited by ſalmon. Me 


Game, Woods, and Mofſes. The diverſion of ſhooting may 
here be as much enjoyed as that of angling, as there is plenty 
of all the common kinds of game.—That the part of this pa. 
riſh lying in the ſhire of Selkirk, was within the bounds of 
the royal foreſt, appears from the valuation of the land. The 
valuations, in proportion to preſent rents, are uniformly 


higher in Selkirk-ſhire than in Roxburgh-ſhire. At preſent, 0 
there 1s but little wood in the pariſh: In a few years the banks near 
of the Borthwick will be more covered, as ſome proprietors WM dcn 
are at preſent rearing conſiderable plantations.—Moſles are peat 
numerous; almoſt every farm has its particular moſs. The Wl x; 
miniſter has the privilege of caſting peats, by a yearly rota- yet 
tion, in no leſs than 5 of them. The marl, found in ſome of Ty 
theſe moſſes already drained, is of the beſt ſhell kind; and WM . 
has, for many years, been profitably uſed. Peats vary much MW are 
in quality in the different moſſes. the 
| | pa! 

Surface and Soil — The pariſh is hilly ; but there is no boy 
hill of extraordinary magnitude or height in it. From uri 
the Borthwick and the Ale, the land riſes by a gentle aſcent. th 
The lower grounds are in a ſtate of cultivation, and there ne 
are ſome ſpots of planting along the Borthwick ; the higher of 
grounds are employed in paſturage ; the ſummits between the a 
Ale on the N., and the Teviot on the S., are, in part, moſſy, in 


but generally covered with graſs or heath ; and thoſe ſpots, 
only, where moſſes are wrought, appear black. Graſs is pre- 
dominant ; and the general appearance of the pariſh, to the 
eye, is that of graſſy hills.——The ſoil, locally varying, is, in k 
6 generah 1 
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general, of good quality. The greateſt part, even, of the 
tigher grounds, is of a hard gravelly, or rocky bottom. In 
the higheſt and weſtern part of the pariſh, there is a conſider- 
able proportion of wet and boggy land. From land, which 
has a ſouthern expoſure, has been drained, or 1s naturally 
dry, crops have been raiſed as early, and as good, as from 
lands many miles lower down the country. The peculiar 
fitneſs of the ſoil, for the paſturage of ſheep, is evinced by 
their reputation in the country for ſoundneſs, for carcaſe, and 
for wool, 


Climate and Diſeaſes, Cc. The ſituation of the pariſh, 
nearly centrical between the E. and W. ſeas, ſufficiently in- 
dicates the nature of the climate“ — Though this pariſh ap- 
pears level, when viewed from heights, greatly inferior to the 
Ettrick hills on the N., and thoſe of Liddiſdale on the 8; 
yet it is ſo high, as always to intercept ſome portion of the 
moiſture of thoſe heavy clouds, which are ſo often ſeen attract- 
ed to either or to both of theſe quarters. The autumnal rains 
are particularly violent, and ſometimes of long duration. In 
the months of November and December, they are accom- 
panied with ſuch boiſterous winds, that only a few houſes 
can perfectly exclude the waters of the weſtern tempeſt. There 
are inſtances of houſes, built with lime, and judged ſufficient, 
through which theſe rains force their way every winter. The 
noxious effects of a damp atmoſphere were formerly prevent- 
ed by the copious uſe of ſpirits, and now by better houſes 
and clothing; but flannel is little, if ever, uſed by the labour- 
ing people, among whom rheumatiſm is a general complaint, 


42.43 almoſt 


At BRANxnolx, in the immediate vicinity, I more rain falls than at Dal- 
keith; and x more at Langholm, 18 miles W. of Branxholm, than at it. Vide 
Elin. Phil. Tranf. Vol. J. | 
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almoſt invariably accompanying the decline of life. Unle(ooſe, - 
the weather be tempeſtuous, the labours of the field are neverWſrains- 
interrupted, on account of a caſual, though heavy rain. Not ut ex 
withſtanding the great moiſture of the climate, to which the 
labouring inhabitants are expoſed, they are healthy, robuſt, WI Cat! 
and generally reach a good old age, No inſtances of rare lon. 


gevity occur ; but there were recent, and there are exiſting I 
examples of great vigour and activity, in perſons who have 
ſeen fourſcore years. Pre 


Produce and Cultivation.— All the ordinary kinds of grain, 
and ſometimes wheat, are raiſed in the pariſh, but it is thought 
not in proportion to the conſumption. The mode of culture 
has, of late, been greatly reformed by the introduction of 
green crops, graſs ſeeds, and eſpecially the judicious uſe of 
marl. There is, perhaps, too great a proportion of the arable 
land ftill kept in tillage ; but this is a miſtake, which is be- 
coming every year more obvious, and will ſoon be correded, 
Much of the land is fit for the growth of flax ; but its cul- 
ture muſt be neglected, as unproductive, till a flax mill be 
erected ſomewhere in the neighbourhood, It is for the 
breeding and feeding of ſheep, that the ſoil and climate are beſt 
adapted, and to which, accordingly, the chief attention of the 
inhabitants is directed. The ſheep paſture has been greatly of 
meliorated, by the burning of heath, draining of wet lands, X 
and uſe of marl *. | ki 


Proprietors and Rent.-—There are 11 heritors ; 4 of whom W 
have houſes, and generally reſide in the pariſh. One manſion- ki 


houſe, 1 

| P 

* For breed, management, &c. of ſheep, crops, rates of wages, prices oi fi 
proviſions, &c. ſee Statiſtical Account of the pariſh of Hawick, Vol. VII. p 


Num. 32, Hawick is the market town of this diſtrict, 
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nale, formerly the ſeat of an ancient family, is falling into 
uns. The valued rent is 10,9501. Scotch; the preſent actual 
ent exceeds 3000l. Sterling, 


Cattle. — The number of cattle is computed to be, as under: 


18,000 ſheep, © 338 black cattle, 127 horſes, 
| U 


Produce.— There are 358 bolls of grain yearly ſown, and 
5 packs of wool annually ſold, | 


ght Fuel. —Peats are the principal fuel, and are reckoned as 
ure WY beat as coals from Lothian or Northumberland, a diſtance of 
| of Mo miles. The convenience of this ſpecies of fuel, its being 
ek! near at hand, and procured at a ſeaſon, when ſervants upon 
ble arms could not be otherwiſe ſo profitably employed, give it 
be. the preference; and cottagers, living near moſſes, make it a 
ed, WH buſineſs, through the year, to carry peats from the diſtance 
ul. of 8, and even ſometimes 14 miles, to Hawick ; where they 
de ue fold, at the rate of from 38. to 45. the fingle cart load, 
the ud from 15, 3d. to 18. 6d. the back load. 


the Roads,—The expence of fuel is heightened by the badneſs 
tly ef the roads. The principal road in the pariſh, and the moſt 
ds, WI 4iret one from Dumfries, &c. to the towns of Hawick, Sel- 
kirk, &c. is along the Borthwick, but is made only half way 

up this pariſh, and not even formed where it enters that of 

m Wilton. The gentlemen of Dumfcies-ſhire have carried this 
n- line of road nearly to the confines of their own county; and 
ſe, it is to be regretted, that they have not been ſeconded by pro- 
prietors of land in the counties on the E., in a meaſure of 
ſuch obvious importance. The heritors of Roberton are at 
preſent improving, at a great expence, their part of this road, 
and 
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debo 
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and forming ſome others. The road money, for the Rox 
burgh-thire part of this pariſh, is levied by an afſſ-ment 
from 7s. to 10s, on the 1001. Scotch of valued rent: For th 
in Selkirk-ſhire, by the ſtatute labour. 


Ecclefiaftical State. —Roberton is a modern pariſh. Haſni®"* © 
dean, the old one, about 9 miles lower down the countr; 
was annexed to Minto and Wilton. This was erected fron 
parts of the pariſhes of Hawick, Selkirk, Wilton, and Haſſen 
dean. The ſuppreſſion of Haſſendean, and erection of Rober 
ton, took place about the year 1682. The decreet is ſuppoſe, 
to be loſt. The kirk bears the inſcription 1695. In 1789 
it received a complete repair. About the ſame time the 
manſe was alſo repaired ; and in 1791, new offices were built 
The King is patron, The ſtipend, (including communic 
elements), conſiſts of 771. money, 14 bolls meal, and 1 
bolls barley, Teviotdale meaſure. The grain, and part of the 
money, is paid from lands, in what was the old pariſh of Haſ 
ſendean ; and, before an augmentation was obtained in 1788, 
by the preſent incumbent, there was no more than 9]. paid 
to him, and zl. to the miniſter of Wilton, from lands within 
the preſent cure, upon the ſuppoſition, that the remaining 
part of the old ſtipend, paid in money, by the Duke of Buc- 
cleugh, was for his lands in Haſſendean; and this is the pro- 
bable ſuppoſition, | 


School, 


There are to be traced the remains of 2 chapels; in one of which, on the other 0 
fide of the Borth wick, and oppoſite to the preſent kirk, curates from Hafſend'at 8 The 
were wont to officiate, The church-yard of the other, (which is laid to have Is nc 
belonged to the dioceſe of Galloway), at Borthwick Brae, about 2 miles far- ear 
ther up the ſame water, is ftill uſed as the principal burying ground in this ao 
neiphbourhoed, GRr18ve and Porr are the names moſt frequent on the tomb teh 
ones. 


Nt 0 
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gebool.—A new ſchool-houſe was built in 1790. The 
colmaſter has the ordinary legal ſalary, ſome perquiſites as 
on- elerk and precentor, and a ſmall fee from the heritors, 
br uplifting and diſtributing the poor's money. Till ſome. 
thing be done by the public to render country ſchoolmaſters 
nore comfortable and independent, the important office which 
hey bear, cannot be filled by men of education, of talents, 
ud conſequence enough to benefit ſociety, as they, with ſome 
mcouragement, might do. 


Poor.— The average number of poor on the roll, young 
nd old, may be about 32. They are ſupplied by collections 
made in the kirk and quarterly aſſeſſments. A ſum is always 
kept in hand for occaſional ſupplies ; and, if ſuch fund ſhould 
fil, the miniſter has hitherto had the approbation of the he- 
tors for taking credit, till ſuch fund be replaced by the col- 
kctions, or by a new aſſeſſment. The expence of their main- 
kinance for the current year is 1241. 


Population. The return to Dr. Webſter, in 1455, 


was - - — — — — — 651 
The number of inhabitants, of all ages, in 1791, and 

1792, was = - „„ 

Decreaſe , - = A 22 

Of 


* Formerly there were ſeveral hamlets, of which no veſtiges now remain, 
The greateſt collection of families, in one place, does not exceed 5 or 6. There 
uno village, and no licenſed retailer of ſpirits in the pariſh. The expence of 
tearing houſes is the great obſtacle to population, and appears to be one cauſe 


do of the advanced price of labour. Cottages that fall down are ſeldom 
tebuilt. 
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Of theſe there are; 


Mates. Females. Married Pairs. Families, E 
309 320 85 136 ort 


Employments, Of theſe families 28 are tenantry; the re che: 
conſiſt of ſhepherds, hinds, day labourers, and ſome trade ic 
men. The number of the latter, owing to the neighbour hoi ſu 
of Hawick, is ſmall. There is not a ſhoemaker in the 1, nent 
riſh., The nature of the ſoil and climate has ſuggeſted (Ms * 
herds and labourers the uſe of a kind of a ſtrong leathef nk 
ſhoe, with a wooden ſole, ſhod with iron, This is purchaſe » 
in the market town, mended at home, and known by tht nul 
name of c/ogs. | 


Condition and CharaFer.—The inhabitants, in their ſever; 
tations, are comfortable and independent; nor are there 
wanting inſtances of conſiderable wealth. They are equally 
induſtrious and frugal. There are a good many ſeparatiſt: 
from the Eſtabliſhed Church ; Burghers, Antiburghers, and 
Cameronians ; but no Epiſcopalians or Roman Catholics, The 
character of ſeparatiſts and adherents ſcarce admits of any 
ſhade of diſtinction, unleſs it be, that the former have the a 
pearance of greater zeal in religious matters than the latter 
In other reſpe&s, they are much alike, If the Seceders 
think themſelves more religions, thoſe belonging to the 
Eftabliſhment fancy themſelves better moral men, and mo 
heartily attached to Government, Happily no party rancou 
is known, and no religious or political controverſies interrupt 
the exerciſe of that ſympathy to one another in diſtreſs, and 
of that neighbourly and obliging diſpoſition, which are the 
more ſtriking and diſtinguiſhing features of the Chriſtian 
character. 


Antiquitie! 
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Antiquities, Caſcade, &c.—There are ſeveral remains of en- 
umpments and fortifications. One large ſquare encampment, 
unked by a rivulet, whoſe banks are ſteep, having the 
forthwick in front, and artificial ramparts towards the hill, 
tears to this day the name of Africa. Between this, and 
bers of a circ lar or ſemicircular form, the Cat- rail (of 
which ſome veſtiges, though with breaks, may ſtill be traced), 
q ſuppoſed to have run *. One of theſe ſemicircular encamp- 
ments, above 2 miles from the ſquare one, and of which it 


hank of a rivulet, where there is a beautiful caſcade; the fall 


of water being about 20, and the breadth 6 feet, when the 
nvulet is in flood. 


Vor. XI. | 32 NU M- 


* See GarDaEn's Jeis. 
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NUMBER XLVII. 


PARISH OF TULLIALLAN, 


(County of Perth—Preſoytery of Dumblane—Synod of Peil 
and Stirling.) 


By the Rev. Mr. David Simson, Miniſter. 


Name, Entent, and Erection. 


ULLIALLAN, according to thoſe who are acquainted with 

the Gaelic language, ſignifies the beautiful hill; which name 
was probably given to it from its appearance, the greateſt part 
of it being a beautiful bank, gently declining to the S. and 
W., and the reſt of it floping to the N. and N. E. It s 
generally ſuppoſed to be 4 miles from S. to N., and 4 miles 
from E. to W. It is of an irregular figure, being broader at 
the two ends than in the middle. Originally, it comprehended 
the barony of Tulliallan only ; but, in 1659, the barony ot 
Kincardine, the lands of Lurg and Sands, and Kellywood, 
were disjoined from the pariſh of Culroſs, and annexed to it. 
The whole pariſh now contains about 2760 acres. 


Soil, Cultivation, and Produce.— The ſoil is various. Rt 
conſiſts of clay, rich loam, ſand, and dryfield ; all of which lie 
upon till or rock. About 40 years ago, it was in a ſtate of 
nature; but, fince that period, it has been highly improved; 

an 
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ad the greateſt part of it has been encloſed with ſtone dikes, 
xx hedges, which laſt have ſucceeded amazingly well. As 
he farmers are diligent in procuring dung from the village of 
Lincardine, and lime from Lord Elgin's lime quarries, at a 
:onfiderable expence, and are aſſiduous in cultivating their 
farms, they generally have good returns of wheat, barley, 
qats, beans and peaſe, potatoes, turnips, and ſown graſs. 
Were not the tenants reſtricted by their leaſes, the quantity 
of oats ſown would be leſs than any other grain, owing to 
the high thirlage. If a tenant carries 11 bolls of oats to the 
mill, he may lay his account with leaving one behind him as 
dues; I had almoſt ſaid 1 in 10; which is very diſcouraging 
to the improvement of lands, 


River, Climate, and Diſeaſes. —Surrounded by the river 
Ferth on the S. W., expoſed to a free current of air in this 
direction, and well ſheltered by the elevation of the ground, 
and the adjacent woods on the N. and E., this pariſh poſ- 
ſeſſes, at all ſeaſons, a more mild and temperate climate than 
many other parts of Scotland, in the ſame latitude. Violent 
inflammatory diſeaſes, depending on the qualities of the air, are 
ſeldom ſeen here, excepting the croup among infants, which 
prevails moſt in cold and damp ſituations. During the courſe 
of the laſt 20 years, the ſmall pox (the moſt fatal diſeaſe in 
this diſtri), bas been obſerved to become epidemical every 
ſecond or third year, often preceded by the chincough, and 
followed by the meaſles. Thes ſcarlet fever, thrice on one 
occaſion was uſhered in with all the ſymptoms of the malignant 
lore throat; and the dyſentery once in Auguſt 1784, which, 
at its commencement, was, in ſeveral inſtances, fatal. With 
theſe exceptions, infectious fevers are very uncommon. Agues, 
formerly prevalent, have not appeared theſe many years, 
wing, in ſome meaſure, to the improvements in agriculture, 
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the general cleanlineſs, and free ventilation of the houſes « 
many of the inhabitants ; who, being in eaſy circumſtances, 
feel leſs the evils ariſing from poverty and extreme want, lt 
15 probable, that the mortality of many of the diſeaſes men. 
tioned, has been, of late years, mitigated, by an improved mode 
of living, a more eaſy accels of the inhabitants to a greater 
variety of vegetable productions, and a more moderate uſe of 
fiſh, which abound in the river. The ſmall pox has alſo been 
greatly alleviated by inoculation. PraQtitioners of experi. 
ence affirm it would be more general and ſucceſsful, if prac. 
tiſed by mothers on children, one or two months old; the 
eruptive fever being of much ſhorter duration, and the pul- 
tules very few in number, at this "Oy period. 


Fiſheries. — There are above 100 cruiver in the pariſh; 
in which are caught herrings, whitings, haddocks, ſparlings, 
ſythe, ſprats, cod, ſkate, with ſome few ſalmon and flounders, 
Of theſe laſt, there are 4 different ſpecies, called here the ſol 
the turbot, the ſand, and the bunnock flounders. The ſole 
and turbot are eſteemed the beſt. The preciſe value of a 
cruive cannot be aſcertained, as it depends on the quantity of 
fiſh caught. When the herrings are numerous, it may amount 
to more than 51., beſides the tythe, that is, a tide in the ſtream, 
In other years, their gain would ſcarcely keep them in repair, 
The average of a cruive, in good and bad fiſhing ſeaſons, is 
eſtimated between 408. and 55s. yearly, beſides the tythe. 
When the herring fiſhery ſucceeds, it is a great benefit to the 
place and neighbourhood. Theſe, together with the potatoes, 
ſapport the poor people for ſons months in the end of the 


year. 


Colliery and Salt Work. About 60 years ago, there was 


an extenſi ve colliery and falt work carried on here, There 
| , 13 


a man living, who knew 42 pikemen, and their bearers, 
employed in it. The coals, at that time, were either ſold to 
the country, or conſumed by the pans ; none of them were 
exported ; but after the ſhipping increaſed, they carried them 
v Dundee, Perth, &c. Though there is abundance of coals 
tb work, and a ſteam engine was erected, nothing has been 
lone for a number of years. There were formerly 35 falt 
uns in this pariſh, 14 of which bave been in ruins beyond the 
nemory of any man living. Their foundations were lately 
tug up, and there is not a veſtige of them to be ſeen. About 
fo years ago, there were 21 in the pariſh, 6 at New Pans, and 
15 at Weſt Pans, now called Kincardine, The author has 
known 18 of them working at one time. The proprietor 
furniſhed each pan with 36 ſmall cart loads of coals in' the 
weck; and for theſe the ſalter was obliged to produce 4 
iraughts of ſalt, each draught containing 14 firlots of Lin- 
Ithgow barley meaſure. The produce of the whole pans, 
(uppofing them to go conſtantly), was 252 bolls in the week, 
and 13,104 bolls in the year ; which were ſold at 48s. the boll, 
amounting to 2,62z0l. 16s. But after the duty was laid upon 
it by act of parliament, it was ſold at 28. the buſhel. The 
ages paid to the ſalter, were a peck of oatmeal, at 8.4, the 
peck, and what ſalt he had more than his 14 firlots from his 
draught ; and, when cleaning the bucket, pots, &c., he had 
Only 4d, per day. The whole of theſe pans are in ruins, ex- 
tepting two, which work but little; for as the coal is not work- 
Ing, the pan wood muſt be carried from the Alloa collieries 
to Alloa ſhore, and from thence to Kincardine, by water, 
which makes it very dear, The alt is at preſent ſelling here 
it 45. the buſhel. A firlot of ſalt, taken from the pan, weighs 
58 1b. or a buſhel and 2 1b. After it hath lain ſome time in 
tie granary, it will weigh 63 lb. or a buſhel and 7 lb. 


Village 
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Village and Markets, &c.—K1NCARDINE is a pretty large 
village on the banks of the Forth, containing 312 houſes, ſub. 
ſtantially built, and are generally finiſhed neatly in the inſide, 
A confiderable number of them conſiſt of two, and ſome of 
them of three flats. They are moſtly covered with tiles, and 
built upon pan aſhes ; which, being naturally dry, contributes 
greatly to the health of the inhabitants. There are two mar. 
Ket days in the week, viz. Wedneſday and Saturday, which 
are generally well ſupplied with provifions. Beef, mutton, 
veal, and lamb, ſell from 3d. to gd. the lb; butter from 8d. 
to 10d; and cheeſe from 3d. to 4d. the Ib: fowls, from 1s. to 
14d. a piece; aduck at 8d.; a chicken 8d.; eggs from 4d. to 
6d, the dozen. There is a poſt office in the village of Kincar- 
dine; and we have two poſts from Edinburgh regularly every 
day in the week, the one by Stirling, and the other by the 
Queensferry. By the latter, all letters from Fife, Perth, and 
the North Country, are conveyed. For theſe laſt three 
years, the amount paid into it, by this pariſh only, way 
2471. 108. 4d. 


Roads, Ferry, and Harbour The roads are extremely bad 
in winter, in ſoft weather, though good in ſummer, The pa- 
riſh affords no materials to make them of, but free-ſtone and 
pan aſhes, which carriages ſoon grind to powder. There 1s 4 
paſſage boat between Kincardine and Higgin's Newk, at preſent 
on a very incommodious footing. It is only within 2 hours, 
before aud after flood, that they can paſs with a horſe ; and foot 
paſſengers are often obliged, at low water, to wade through 
mud for 40 yards. The ſhipmaſters here, by a voluntary 
contribution, have begun to build a pier. If their finances 
allow them to finiſh it, it will be a great advantage to thoſe 
who have occaſion to paſs here. 


Shipping 


of Tulliallan. $51 


Shipping and Commerce. —Kincardine is a creek, within 
the precincts of the cuſtom-houſe of Alloa®. For thefe 40 
years paſt, a conſiderable number of ſhip carpenters have re- 
fded here, who built annually ſeveral floops and brigantines. 
Veſſels of 200 and 300 tons have been built here, for the 
Weſt India trade, and the Greenland fiſhery. In 1786, there 
were 9 veſſels upon the ſtocks at one time; and the number 
then belonging to this place was 91, and their tonnage 5, 461; 
which 1s about 200 tons more than what belongs to Alloa, 
and the whole precincts of that port, at preſent; and more than 
half of the tonnage + of Leith in that year. If the diſtilleries, 
in this pariſh and the neighbourhood, had not failed, they 
would have been conſiderably increaſed : But owing to theſe, 
and a ſtagnation of trade that ſucceeded in this place for two 
years, their ſhipping decreaſed; and, fince that period, 24 veſſels, 
amounting to x859 tons, have been fold or loſt. Within theſe 
three years, trade has begun to revive, and ſeveral veſſels have 
been built. The number of floops and brigantines belonging 
to Kincardine, at preſent, is 75, and their regiſter tonnage 
4043. All theſe, excepting two, are included in the 3261 tons, 
which, in the Statiſtical Account of the pariſh of Alloa, are 

ſaid 


In the beginning of this century, there were no ſhipping of any conſequence 
telonging to it. They had only 5 boats, from 10 to 20 tuns burden. Theſe 
vere employed in carrying falt to Leith, and importing from thence wood, and 
ron, for the uſe of the pans, and in the lime trade. They went no farther, 
But after ſome ſhip carpenters had come to ſettle in it, the ſpirit for ſhip build- 
ug prevailed ſo much, that, in 1740, they had zo veſſels, from 15 to 60 tons 
durden, amounting to 860 tons. In 1745, ſeveral of theſe were employed in 
government ſervice. When the coal was working, and the ſalt pans going, 
they had abundance of exports ; but fince theſe were given up, they have had 
none. Yet this did not deſtroy their ſpirit for trade and ſhip building; for they 
had the addreſs and good ſenſe to become carriers to other ports. 


+ Vide Loch's Eſſay on the Trade, &c. of Scotland, Vol. II. p. 3. 
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ſaid to belong to that port“. They require about 300 ſailors 
to navigate them. They import a great quantity of wood, 
iron, flax, and lintſeed, from the Baltic and Holland, and barley 
from England and the Carſe of Gowrie, &.; and they ex- 
port coals from Alloa, Clackmannan, and the other collieries 
on the Frith, to Dundee, Perth, Norway and Sweden, Some each 
of them are in the Mediterranean and Levant trade, and one bar 
of them has been ig government ſervice to the Eaſt Indies, 8 


Coaſt.— At Kincardine there is a very good road - ſtead, doud 
where 1029 veſſels may ride with ſafety, The beach where chine 
they clean and repair their veſſels is hard gravel. From the 
W. end of the pariſh to New Pans, the ſhore is level; and, e 
where the flood ebbs, 400 or 520 acres of fine mud might be betw 
taken from the river by a fea dike, and annexed to the land. ſet 
From New Pans, to the pariſh of Culroſs, the ſhore is full of ne 
rocks, which are viſible when the tide ebbs, but covered when Into 
it flows. 


Minerals. —This pariſh abounds with excellent quarries of 
free-ſtohe, both yellow and white. The quarry of Longannat \ 
hath been 1n great reputation, time immemorial. It is a dur- 
able ſtone, perfectly white, of a ſmall greet, and takes on a fine 
ſmooth poliſh. The demand for it has been greater than the 
quarriers have ever been able to ſupply. Beſides many houfes 
in the neighbourhood, of the firſt archite&ure, that have been 
built out of it, it has been carried by ſea to many diſtant 
places. The Royal Exchange, Infirmary, and Regiſter Office, 
in Edinburgh, and one of the churches in Aberdeen, were 
partly built out of it. And it is reported here, that one ot 

. the 


* See Vol. VIII. No. XL. hui 
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the principal houſes of Ausrkxbau, and the Stadt-Houſe of 
HoLLAND were built out of it “. 


Mills. There are 4 mills in this pariſh, within 40 yards of 
each other, built in a moſt ſubſtantial manner; viz. a meal, 
2 barley, a flour, and a threſhing mill, all driven by the ſame 
water. Little, if any, of that water ariſes from ſprings, for 
there are very few in the pariſh, but from what falls from the 
clouds, Before ſteam engines were invented, the coal ma- 
chinery on the lands of Kincardine were driven by this water, 
i they had no rivers nor rivulets by which they could be 
wrought. To remedy this defect, a ſtrong dike was built 
between two riſing banks, about 40 yards in length, and 22 
feet deep, and around all the riſing ground, they caſt ditches, by 
which the water, falling from the clouds, might be conducted 
into what is called the Papermill Dam, which, when full, covers 
66 acres, and contains water ſufficient to drive the mills, and 
the coal machinery, for 9 months of the year. They likewiſe 
built another dam, which, when full, covers 59 acres, This 


Vor. XI, 4 A 18 


* Theſe two laſt, perhaps, may be thought diſputable; but, to corroborate 
this aſſertion, there are till the remains of a long pier, ſaid to be built by a 
Dutch company, to be ſeen. About 20 yards of it, neareſt to the land, are in a 
great meaſure entire, From this pier to low water, they built two ſtone dikes, 
ſome yards diſtant from one another, in which were erected pullies, by which 
they hauled out their veſſels through the dock formed by the two dikes. This 
dock was 9 feet deep at high water, but is now almoſt filled up with mud. Conti- 
guous to it, there are the remains of a large reſervoir, built by them, which filled 
when the tide flowed ; and, when it was near ebb, they opened a ſluice iu the 
telervoir, of about 9 feet wide, which emptied itſelf along the pier into the 
dock, and carried off the mud which the former tide had waſhed into it. A 
little weſt from it, there is another pier (if it may be ſo called), named the Raya 
Exchange Pier, becauſe at it they loaded their veſſels with ſtones for that, 
building; and at this pier they generally load their veſſels at preſent, 
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is not ſo deep as the former, and only contains a quarter ef, . 
a year's water, The laſt 1s often dry in ſummer, and the indeec 
other, in a great drought, has not ſo much water running into have 
it as would fill a half inch pipe. 


| The 1 
Diſtilleries and Cattle. There are two large diſtilleries in ¶ la th 

this place, which feed annually from 170 to 200 cattle. Theſe, 

when fed, are ſold at from 10l. to 151. each. They employ a 

great many ſervants and horſes, beſides what they hire, 

Their ſpirits go to the Fife, Edinburgh, and Glaſgow markets, Tt 

They import barley from England, Caiſe of Gowrie, &c., pariſ 

beſides what they purchaſe in the neighbourhood, 


Manifactures. No manufactures, excepting ſhip building, 
which has been carried on ſucceſſively for above 50 years paſt, 
have been introduced into Kincardine, until within theſe two 
years, that two companies for tambouring have ſettled in it, 
who employ about 50 girls each, and 18 looms. The other 
mechanics are employed in working to the people of the 
pariſh, | | 


Houſes, —In 1740 there were 224 houſes in the pariſh, Of 
theſe 51 have been pulled down, and the ground they occu- 
pied annexed to farms, The number of houſes now ſtanding, 


that were built before the year 1740, are 3 „ 
Rebuilt ſince that period, — — - 75 Ant 
New houſes built ſince 1740, - - = 299 

Total number of houſes, — - 472 


| Population, —If we may judge of the former number of 


| wif 
inhabitants by the number of houſes, they would not amount, ” | 
59 years ago, to one half of what they are at preſent, And, WW 51. 

CL indeed, Wl (+ 


at 


nto 
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tndeed, from Dr. Webſter's report, the number appears ta 
have been nearly doubled within that period, 


The number of ſouls at preſent (1793), in the pariſh, is 2430 
In the year 1755, it was only - - I32L 


Increaſe, — o 3 — 1109 


The marriages, births * and deaths +, as recorded in ths 
pariſh regiſter, for the laſt 10 years, are as follows: 


Anno MarIacrts. - BIRTHS, DEaArns. 
1780 6 65 72 
1781 18 68 49 
1782 28 56 45 
1783 18 74 59 
1784 24 71 69 
1785 38 81 48 
1786 32 70 69 
1787 21 81 99 
1788 27 88 55 
1789 10 66 35 


Total, 222 72⁰ 609 
Annual average, 22:5 72 6 


aA2 | | Proprietors 


* Thomas Scotland, a moemaker in Kincardine, has had 13 children by one 
wife, 10 of whom were at $5 births ſucceſſively. 


+ An exact account of the births and deaths is not to be expected in this 
place ; for ſeveral of the Seceders do not regiſtrate their children's births, and 
leveral ſailors are loſt or die at ſea, 
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Proprietors and Rent. — There are 7 heritors in the pariſh; 
all of whom are non-reſident, except two, whoſe property does 
not amount to 50 acres, The valuation of the landed pro. 


perty is 25891. gs. 6rd. Scotch. 


Ecclęſiaſtical State. There are two clergymen in the pa- 
riſh, the miniſter of the Eſtabliſhed Church, and of the Burgh. 
er Seceders. The number of their hearers, and of the other 
ſectaries, are as under: 


Members of the Eſtabliſhed Church, 


2046 
Burgher Seoeders, +» - ORG 
Antiburgher ditto, — - - - 16 
Seceders from theſe, - - - — 2 


Anabaptiſts, - „„ - 2 


In all, - — — — 22430 
The church was formerly built about a mile farther 
north than 1t 1s at preſent, and was very ſmall, being only 
36 feet in length, x6 in breadth, and 8 feet in height. 
The preſent church is built half an Engliſh mile from the 
ſhore, upon à riſing ground, overlooking the village of Kin- 
carGine, which lies between it and the Forth. It was built 
in 1675; and, were it not for its Gothic windows, would be 
taken for a modern cdiſice. It appears, ſrom the pariſh re- 
cords, that though the heritors built the church, they did not 
feat it. This the kirk-ſeſſion, in order to accommodate the 
people, did, out of the poor's funds; and afterwards, to reim- 
burſe thoſe funds, ſold them to the pariſhoners ; which they, 
their heirs, and aſſignees, poſſeſs to this day. A ſeat, hold- 
ing 5 perſons, that was then ſold ſor 4s., now ſells ſor 5}. 
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Es ERSKINE, of Cardroſs, Eſq. is patron. The manſe is 
ſituated a little N. of the church, is ſurrounded with trees in 
full growth, and has a moſt delightful proſpe& of the adjacent 
country and the windings of the Forth. It was built about 
the beginning of this century, and covered with heath, until 
1147, when 27 feet were added to its height, and covered with 
grey ſlate, It was repaired in 1790. The ſtipend is, a glebe 
of about 4 acres of ground, including the garden, and the 
ſtance of the manſe and offices ; 11. 135. 4d. for graſs, 2 chal. 
ders of meal, 1 chalder of barley, 411. 13s. 4d. in money, and 
zl. 6s. 8d. for communion elements. 


Schools and Poor. — There is a ſchool, with a ſchool-houſe 
and garden. The ſalary is 51. 7s, 2 d.; and the dues of re- 
giſtrations, &c. are about 6]. Theſe, together with the ſchool 
ſees, which are conſiderably higher than any in the neigh- 
bourhood, may amount to 5ol. a year, excluſive of the houſe 
and garden, There are two private ſchools in the pariſh, 
The pariſh funds, which are inadequate for ſupplying the poor, 
ariſe from, a yearly voluntary donation from one of the heri- 


tors of — — - - bs $6 
Intereſt of money lent, — - - 4 10-6. 
Average of collections, mortcloth, and proclama- 
tions of marriages, for 4 years, - 54 16 3 
Total yearly income, - L. 63 17 10 


Prices of Labour. — The wages of an ordinary man ſervant 
in the year, are from 61. to 81. with his meat, or 84 bolls of 
meal, with 6d, for milk, in the week: Thoſe of a woman ſer- 


vant are from 50s, to 31, a year, with their meat, A man 
| 92 
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for reaping gets 15., with 2 glufſs of whiſky in the day; 2nd; 
a woman Lcd., with 2 glaſſes of whiſky. Others give the ſame ad 2 
wages but no whiſky. Thoſe who hire for the whole harveſt; hiftle 
give to a man 158. and 10 pecks of meal; and to a woman 


10s. and 4 pecks of meal. Day labourers get 18., ſhip car. 
penters ts. 8d. per day, and double wages when employed in 


tide work, with an allowance of drink; maſons and houſe 
carpenters 1s. 8d.; tailors 8d. with their meat; mowers of 
graſs 18. 6d. per day, or ſo much per acre. 


with * 


Emil! 


Plantations. Colonel Erſkine of Carnock beautified his 
eſtate of Tulliallan very much ; for beſides the large planta. 
tions of firs which he made, and which have thriven ſo well 
that many of them have been cut, there was not a kail-yard, 
or any ditch by which water was conducted, but he planted, 
He ornamented the roads, by planting, on each fide, rows of 
trees, conſiſting of oak, aſh, beech; elm, plane, and hornbeam, 
They have grown ſo well, that they are fit for ſhip building, 
and other purpoſes. The preſent Mr, Erſkine of Cardroſs has 
alſo platited many acres with fir, oak, and other barren wood, 
which are thriving well, He has now hardly any ground to 
plant but what was lately cut, 


Antiquities, -—There are no remarkable old buildings in the 
pariſh, excepting the caſtle of Tulliallan, which formerly be- 
\ Jonged to the Blackadders, who were knights baronets, It 
ſtands upon a ſmall riſing ground, about half a mile from the 
Forth, Nothing of it remains but the walls, and the arch over 
the ground flat, which confilts of three rooms, Two of the 
rooms have an octogan pillar ſtanding in the middle, of about 
5 feet 4 inches in circumſerence, ſupporting the arch, It 
eppears to have been a place of ſtrength, as it was fron 

Wi 


7 
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gith a ditch, part of which is viſible.—The Croſs of Kincar. 
line is a long ſtone, of 18 feet 8 inches in height above ground, 
nd 2 feet 8 inches in circumference, The top of it has the 


ft Mille inſcribed on the one fide, and the arms of the Elgin 
a0 emily on the other “. 

als 

in 


« Tt was from this barony that that family took the title of Earl of Kincar- 
dine, It is reported here, that the croſs of Perth and the croſs of Kincardine 


ta, rte taken trom the quarry of Longannat, and cut out of the ſtone, 
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NUMBER XLVIIL 


PARISH OF CROY, 


( Counties of Nairn and Inverneſi—Preſbytery of Naim 
Synod of Moray.) 


By the Rev. Mr. Hua Carver, Miniſter, 


Zrection, Names, and Extent. 


HIS pariſh, in its preſent ſtate, confiſts of the original 
pariſh of Croy, and that of DAlckoss annexed to it. It 
is not known when this annexation took place; but it is pro- 
bable that it happened at the Reformation. There are accounts 
of a vicar of Dalcroſs in the time of Popery, but none of any 
clergymen being there ſince that time f. The names are ſup- 
poſed of French origin: Croy from Croix, a croſs; and Dal- 
croſs, from dela Croix. The extent of it is very great; in length 
from N. E. to S. W. it is about 16 miles. The breadth is 
various. In ſome places it is indented, and almoſt interſeQed 


by 


There is a church- yard or burying ground at Dalcroſs, but it is little uſed, 


and part of the walls of the church ſtill remain; and the miniſter has a glebe 
there as well as one at Croy. 


by the neighbouring pariſhes ; and in others, including the 
waſte ground, it is 7 or 8 miles broad. 


River, Fiſh, Woods, Surface, Cc. The river Nairn, ſo call- 
ed from the aller trees growing on its banks, runs through 
this pariſh for about 8 miles; ſo that part of the pariſh is in- 
duded in the diflri& of country called Stratbnairn. In this 
river there are ſalmon and trout of a good quality. To the E. 
of Kilravock, there is a ſmall ſalmon fiſhing, the property of 
Mrs. Roſe of Kilravock. The ſalmon are ſold in the neigh- 
bourhood. In the courſe of 12 years, the price of this article 
has been raiſed from 14d, to 4d. per Ib. The banks of the 
river are well cultivated, or, when they do not admit of cul. 
tivation, covered with wood, natural and planted ; which, 
with other circumſtances to be afterwards ſtated, has a very 
agreeable appearance, and forms a ſcene of true rural amenity. 
The other part of the pariſh, lying to the N. and N. W. of 
the Nairn, is almoſt one continued ridge“ from one end of 
the pariſh to the other. As it conſiſts almoſt entirely of waſte 
moor ground, with ſmall ſpots of land indifferently cultivated, 
dhe appearance is rather bleak and diſagreeable, 


„Vo. XI. 4B 1 
ny 
1Þ- 
al- * On this ridge, and near the middle of it, on the ſide towards the Nairn, 


th was fought the famous battle of Culloden, memorable for the complete defeat 
of the adherents of the houſe of STUART, in their laſt attempt to replace that 
deluded family on the Britiſh throne. The circumſtances and conſequences of 
that action are ſo well known, as to render it unneceſſary to give any account of 
by them here. Strangers ſtil! viſit the field of battle, though there is little to be 

ſeen on it, excepting the graves of thoſe that fell in the action, which are diſ- 
ed, cerned by the green ſurface, while the reſt of the ground 1s covered with black 
ebe death. Bullets, and fragments of armour, that are picked up by people in the 
neighbourhood, are anxiouſly ſought after, and carefully preſer ved, by the vir- 
tuoſi, as curioſities and valuable relics. 
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Take. — There is no running water in the pariſh that merit 
notice, excepting the Nairn, already mentioned. There is one 
lake, called the Loch of the Clans ; bu: for what reaſon it goes 
by this name is not known. It is about a mile long, but the 
breadth is inconſiderable. There are no fiſh in it, excepting 
ſome pike, which are ſaid to be ſo voracious and deſtructive, 
as to prevent any other fiſh from breeding there. 


Sort *. The ſoil of this pariſh, as might be reaſonably ex. 
pected, from the great extent of it, is various. In general, 
that on the ſides of the Nairn is good, and, when well culti- 
vated, produces good crops of all ſpecies of grain In tome 
ſmall ſpots of the reſt of the pariſh, the ſoil is likewiſe good; 
but the far greater part of it is rather poor and thin, on a 
cold hard bottom, producing indifferent crops, which ſuffer 
greatly when the harveſt is late or wet. 


Population.——The population of this pariſh appears to have 
decreaſed conſiderably during the laſt 30 or 40 years. 


The number of ſouls, as returned to Dr. Webſter, in 


the year 1755, was - - . 1901 1 
The total number of young and old at preſent (1793) 1 
. 8 di 
in the pariſh, is only - g - 1552 

| = u 


So that the decreaſe is not leſs than - 349 


By comparing the report of Doctors Dick and Hyndman, 
given in to the Society in Scotland for Propagating Chriſtian 
Knowledge, 


* With reſpect to the climate, air, prices of labour and proviſions, as well as 
the character and manners of the people, and a variety of other articles, there i 
ſv very little difference between this pariſh and the neighbouring ones, of which 
the accounts have already been publiſhed, that it is unneceſſary to diſcuſs tum 


here, ſu 


'C 
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Knowledge, in the year 1759, with a liſt taken in the year 
1774, the decreaſe, during that period, appears to have been 
ſtill greater : For in that report the number of examinable 


perſons was ſtated at - - - - 1560 
which, adding the uſual proportion of one 4th for 
children under 7 years of age, - — 390 
makes the total number, in 1759, — — 1950 
The number, in 1774, was only — 1425 
Hence there appears a decreaſe of 25 


By comparing the annual averages of births +, too, at dif- 
ferent periods, the decreaſe appears equally conſpicuous. The 
average, for 5 years, from 1759 to 1763, inclufive, Decreaſe. 


was * — - = - 53 
Ditto, from 1771 to 1775, incluſive, was - 46 7 
And, during the 5 laſt years, it is reduced to 41 5 
Total average decreaſe of births per annum, „ 


which is nearly one fourth leſs within theſe 35 years. No 
ſatisfactory reaſon can be aſſigned for this great and rapid 
diminution of the population. It is attributed, in ſome mea- 
ſure, to the improvement and enlargement of ſeveral farms, 
by which the number, both of occupiers and ſervants, has 
been greatly reduced. Of late, ſome young men have been 
in the practice of going to the South as labourers. But both 
theſe cauſes conjoined, could not have produced the effect 

4B2 | above 


Flt has not been the practice in this pariſh to keep a regiſter of marriages 
and deaths, and therefore no exact account can be given of them; but it is 


ſuppoſed that the average of the former may be about 9, and of the latter 
dbout zo. : 
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above ſtated. It is probable that many families have le 
the pariſh, (though by reaſon of the extent of it, they have 
not been taken notice of,) in expectation of bettering their 
condition in other places. 


Agriculture. — The great body of the people are employed 
in agriculiure, The farms are of various ſizes; ſome pretty 
large, of 40l. and gol. rent; but the far greater part of them 
are below 20l., and ſome of them inconſiderable crofts, lately 
brought into culture from the moor, and threatening to re- 
turn to their former fate. The gentlemen, both proprictors 
and farmers, cultivate their lands in the more approved man- 
ner practiſed in the South, by fallowing and liming, and by 
ſowing graſs, and raifing green crops. They uſe likewiſe horſes 
and cattle of a large fize, and have implements, as ploughs, 
carts, harrows, &c. of a proportionably good quality, But 
the common tenants, who occupy the far greater part of the 
pariſh, have horſes and cattle of a diminutive ſize, and imple- 
ments equally indifferent. Their crops of courſe are propor- 
tionably poor. 


Employments.--There are inthe pariſh artificers or tradeſmen 
of the different crafts, as maſons, carpenters, millers, black- 
ſmiths, weavers, tailors, ſhoemakers, &c. who are employed by 
the other inhabitants, Butas moſt of theſe tradeſmen have more 
or leſs land, which they cultivate, and on which they de- 
pend for part of their living, it would not be eaſy, in ſome 
caſes, to determine to which profeſſion they belong. 


Diſadvantages. The people, in general, appear ſatisfied with 
their condition, though they labour under great diſadvantages, 


chicfly from the cauſes already ſtated, namely, the unfavour- 


7 able 


ve 
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ale quality of the ſoil on the one hand, and their bad treat- 
nent of it on the other, It is much to be regretted, that they 
cznnot be prevailed upon to adopt a preferable mode of farm- 
ng. Indeed molt of them are ſo poor, as to be ſcarcely able 
to labour their lands in the ordinary manner; but ſuch as are 
n better circumſtances are as averſe to improvements, as their 
poorer neighbours. Though they have plenty of ſtones for 
making encloſures, moſt of the fields are quite open; and 
though there are inexhauſtible quarries of lime-ſtone on the 
des of the Nairn, and plenty of fuel for burning it, yet none 
of it is made uſe of, excepting by one proprietor, whoſe great 
improvements {hall be ſtated under the ſubſequent article. 


State of Property, Rent, Wc. — This pariſh is the property 
of ten heritors ; all of whom have land likewiſe in other pa- 
riſhes. Only 4 of theſe reſide in the pariſh. One reſides at 
Kilravock, the feat of Roſe of Kilravock, one of the moſt an- 
cient and reſpectable families in this country. Here is an old 
tower, ſaid to be built in 1460, and an elegant modern houſe, 
on a rock, hanging over and waſhed by the Nairn, There 


are at this place gardens laid out with great taſte ; orchards, 


locked with fruit trees of various kinds; woods of conſider- 
able extent, both natural and planted: All which make this 
the moſt beautiful place in this part of the country. A little 
above Kilravock, lies Holme, the ſeat of Mr. Roſe of Holme. 
It is a neat manſion-houſe, beautifully fituated on the banks 
of the river, with ſome natural wood and planting by it. And 
above that again, is Cantray the ſeat of David Davidſon, Eſq, 
who has built a neat commodious houſe there, with ſuitable 
office houſes. He has been remarkably active and ſucceſsiul 
in improving his eſtate, by cultivating and planting large 
tracts of waſte moor ground; by making ſubſtantial regular 
lences ; by liming his lands, ſowipg graſs, and adopting the 

other 
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other approved methods of farming, that have been uſed with ſue. 
ceſs in the ſouth of Scotland; ſo that bis property has a quite I; lik 
different appearance from what it had about 25 years ago, when 
he came to the poſſoſſion of it. He has built, at his own ex. 
pence, an excellent bridge on the river, a little below his houſe, 
which 1s a public benefit. The valued rent of the pariſh is 
2961). 16s, 4d. Scotch. The real rent is not known, but is 
ſuppoſed to be about 23ool. Sterling, eſtimating the grain at 
the ordinary prices of the country, Part of the rent is paid 
in grain, oat-meal and barley, but moſt of it in money, 


Eccleſiaſtical Matters. The families of Kilravock and Cal. 


der are vice-patrons of the pariſh, The ſtipend is 80 bolls 4 
of grain, and po merks Scotch in money, with 50 merks for PF 
communion elements. There are two glebes, as already men- © 
tioned. Both the church and manſe have been built about . 
25 years ago, have been repaired ſince that time, and are at & 
preſent in pretty good condition. The diſtri& called the Leys, 1 
almoſt detached from the reſt of the pariſh, is in uſe, on ac- = 
count of its great diſtance from the church, to have preach- 7 
ing once a month during ſummer and autumn. But as there A 
is neither houſe nor church there, when the weather is unfa- = 
\vourable, both miniſter and congregation find great incon- be 
venience, by being in the open air. There are in this pariſh J 
no diſſenters from the Eſtabliſhed Church, excepting 3 or 4 of 2 
the Epiſcopal perſuaſion, who nevertheleſs commonly attend A 
the church, N 
Schools, There is a parochial ſchool ſituated near the 
church. The ſalary of the ſchoolmaſter, is a chalder of grain, . 


allocated on, and paid by the tenants, in proportion to the ex- 
tent of their farms, This, with the ſchool fees (which are the 


ſzme as in the neighbouring pariſhes), and the perquiſites be- 
longing 
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bnging to the office of ſeſſion clerk, make the whole proviſion 
for the ſchoolmaſter, at an average. about 221, a year, There 
is likewiſe, in the pariſh, a ſchool, on the eſtabliſhment of the 
Society for Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, The ſalary 
nnex+d to it is 121. The ſchoolmaſter is furniſhed with 
liferent articles of accommodation, by the heritor and tenants 
of the lands on which the ſchool is ſtationed ; as a free honſe, 
fuel, graſs and itraw to a cow, a ſmall garden, &c. The child. 
zen of the poor are taught at this ſchool gratis. Both ſchools 
ze well attended, as the people are much diſpoſed to give 
education to their children, 


Poor... There is a great number of poor people in this pa- 
nh, As it is well ſupplied with fuel, this is an inducement 
to them to emigrate to it from other places, where that arti. 
de is ſcarce. The number generally on the roll is from 60 
o 70. The funds for their proviſion are the weekly collec 
tions in the church, the hire of a mortcloth or pall, uſed by 
the pariſhioners at burials, and the intereſt of 60l., due to the 
kirk- ſeſſion by bond. Theſe funds afford only a ſmall occaſion 
a relief to this number. Their chief ſupport ariſes from the 
benevolence of their neighbours, who are always ready to re- 
leve the indigent and diſtreſſed. There are few travelling 
beggars belonging to this parith, and no cauſe for any: But 
233 no effectual meaſures are taken, in this part of the country, 
to prevent public begging, this pariſh, and the neighbouring 
ones, are viſited by many from different and diſt ant parts of the 
Highlands. 


Mills. Beſides common mills, there is within the pariſh 
2 large handſome flour mill, on the Kilravock property, and 


another of a lefler ſize on that of Holme, At theſe mills, a con. 
oy fiderable 
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ſiderable quantity of wheat is manufactured, in general, 
diſpoſed of at Inverneſs, Fort George, &c. There is alſo x 
flax mill where the greateſt part of the flax raiſed in this and 
the neighbouring pariſhes, is manufactured, and of which Mr. 


Roſe of Holme is proprietor. 


(F. 


NUM. 


Lig 
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: NUMBER XIIX. 
r, g 
PARISH OF LAIRG. 
(Preſbytery of Dornoch—County of Sutherland—Synod of ' 
Sutherland and Caithneſs.) 
a Br A FRIEND To STATISTICAL INQUIRIES. 


Name, Situation and Extent. 


| Az, or Lazio, ſhould be written La ri Leig; that is, 
beſide or bordering on the lake, This definition agrees 
well with its fituation, for almoſt the whole of the pariſh lies 
on the ſides, or within ſight of Loch-Shin. The extent of the 
pariſh is 24 miles long, from E. to W.; and the greateſt 
breadth not above 8, including the breadth of Loch-Shin, 
which runs through about 20 miles of the length of the 
pariſh. 


Soil and Surface. —The ſoil is various; in a few places a 
good fertile loam, in others graveliſh ; and, in many, moſſy, 
very wet and ſpouty. By far the greateſt part of the pariſh 
conſiſts of hills, and very extenſive tracts of heath. Not a 
twentieth part of it conſiſts of arable land ; nor is there much 

Vol. XI, 4 C | of 


570 Statiſtical Account 


of what is called a Zindly, or ſweet graſs, but a vaſt deal of 
heath and coarſe graſs. 


Climate.—The climate is rainy; but though the air is very 
damp, there 1s no diſtemper peculiar to the pariſh. The in. 
habitants, having the greateſt abundance of peats, take care to 
keep a good fire without, and, as often as they can get at 
ſpiritous liquors, they will kindle a fire within; nor do they 


apprehend more danger to their conſtitutions from the one 
than from the other. 


River, Fiſh, Lake, Wood, &c.—There is no river of any 
note, except the river Shin; which, running out of the E. end 
of the loch of that name, for about a mile, comes upon a moſt 
tremendous rock, of about 20 feet high, and runs over it 
in a prodigious caſcade. The old method of killing the ſal- 
mon of the Shin, (which are, in general, a much larger and 
coarſer fiſh than any other in Scotland), was by thruſting a 
long creel or baſket in behind the caſcade, at the foot of the 
rock, and every fiſh that jumped to get up, was ſure to fall in 
the baſket, and kill itſelf by the fall. When the river hap- 
pened to be very high, a few of the lighteſt fiſh would get over 
the caſcade, and make their way to the lake, which was per- 
haps the circumſtance that preſerved the breed, the whole run 
of the water, from the great fall, being ſo extremely rough 
and rapid, that there is no ſand nor gravel to protect the ſpawn; 
but the fiſhing company have now erected cruives upon the 
Shin, near the place where it diſcharges itſelf into the Kyle 
of Sutherland. Loch-Shin is a fine ſheet of water, of about 
20 miles long, and not above 2 broad. There is a good wood, 
chiefly birch, on the S. fide of it, belonging to Mr. Munro of 
Pointafield, and ſome on the N. fide, too, at the place called 

| | Shinneſs. 
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Shinneſs. There is alſo, at the ſide of the loch, below Shin- 
neſs, the end of a large vein of lime-ſtone. 


Population. Though the face of the pariſh is very exten- 
five, it is but thinly inhabited. There hes been, however, a 
conſiderable increaſe within theſe 50 years, 


In the year 1736, the number of examinable perſons was 550 
| — 


The number of ſouls at preſent, of all ages, is 33 350 
The return to Dr. Webſter, in 1755, was only — 1010 


Increaſe ſince 175 5, 5 - 340 


Cattle and Produce, Cows and horſes cannot well be num- 
bered, as the people's whole ſtock lies in them, excepting a 
few ſheep and goats. They always buy a great deal of grain, 
the land not producing above 8 months bread for the inhabi- 
tants ; for it is much more calculated for breeding cattle than 
for yielding corn. The only crops are, oats, barley, and po- 
tatoes, and theſe in ſcanty portions, as the land is moſtly all 
let to ſmall tenants, who have neither inclination nor ability 
to improve their farms. | 


Rent. The rent of this, as well as of the pariſhes in the 
neighbourhood, is a deep arcanum, known only to factors, 
who (it ſhould ſeem) think, that if the clergy or the public 
were let into the ſecret, they would, by ſome legerdemain or 
other, deprive them of the handling of it, or their conſtitu- 
ents of the uſe. It is calculated, however, that the groſs rent 
does not exceed $501. or 600l. Sterling. The proprietors are 
the Counteſs of Sutherland, Pointzfield, Achany, and Captain 
Mathiſon, wadſetter of Shinneſs. 


a C2 Ecclefiaſticad 
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Ecclefraftical State, —The living is exactly 800 merks 
Scotch, paid in money, and a glebe. A new manſe is build. 
ing. Small as the ſtipend is, it does not all ariſe from the 
rents of the pariſh, 200 merks of it being paid out of the 
lands of Skibo, in the pariſh of Dornoch ; which is one evi- 
dence that the rent-roll of the diſtrif i is not very great. 


Manners and Morale —Notwithſtanding the diſadvantage 
of a rainy climate, ſurely nothing but that want of induſtry, 
which reigns among the inhabitants, could prevent their 
availing themſelves of the lime-ſtone they have in ſuch 
abundance, for meliorating their land. Reſpecting their cha- 
racter, in general, it is not much in its favour, that they ſeem. 
ed to entertain a particular dread of theſe ſtatiſtical inquiries, 
and would not permit the miniſter of the diſtri to draw up 
an account of it, as if conſcious that it cauid not turn out 
much 1n their favour, 


Improvements Suggeſted. _The greateſt improvement, cf 
which this part of the kingdom is capable, (and indeed it is a 
national concern), is that of making an inland navigation, 
through this pariſh, from the E. to the W. ſea. It is but 
5 computed miles (or about 7 Engliſh), from the end of 
Loch-Shin to a navigable arm of the Weſtern Ocean. The 
loch, (or lake), itſelf is about 18 miles long. It was never 
fathomed, but is ſuppoſed to be very deep. It is joined to an- 
other ſmall loch, out of which the river Shin runs, and enters 
the Moray Frith, an arm of the E. ſea, The advantage that 
would reſult, from joining the two ſeas, to the diſtricts in the 
neighbourhood, and to the public at large, need not be dwelt 
upon. It would ſoon be the means of eſtabliſhing fiſheries, 
manufactures, commerce and induſtry, over all the neighbour- 
hood. Perhaps it might alſo prevent the dangerous and cit- 

cuitous 
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cuitous navigation through the Pentland Frith. And the na- 
tural advantages in its favour are ſo ſtrong, that the under. 


he takers, it is believed, would be ſufficiently indemnified for the 
ie WM expence attending it, by the income that it would produce. 


Another improvement to be recommended 1s, that of convert- 
ing the farms, from a cattle to a ſheep ſtock, for which this 
pariſh is particularly well calculated. It would be unneceſſary 
e to remove the preſent poſſeſſors for that purpoſe ; for unleſs 
Ys they are very ſtuborn and obſtinate indeed, they might eaſily 
ir be prevailed upon to convert their cattle into ſheep; and to 
1 learn the beſt modes of managing the new ſtock, in the acquir- 
N wg of which, there is no difficulty or witcheraft. 
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PARISH CF CALLAN DER. 


(Preſvytery of Dumblane. County of Perth—S nod of Perth 
and Stirling.) 


By the Rev. Mr. James RonerTSON, Miniſter of that 
P ariſb. 


Etymology of the Name. 


HE etymology of Callander is by ſome underſtood 
to be from Calla-ftraid, which is the Gaelic name 
given to it by the common people: Calla, ſignifying the 
landing place at the Ferry, where the village is built; and 
Straid, the ſtreet or avenue leading from the caſtle of Callan- 
der to the ſame ferry. By others, it is thought to refer to a 
more remote period than the exiſtence of the caſtle, or any ave- 
nue in this country, and to be derived from Caldin-doir, which 
5 alſo a Gaelic word, and fignifies the hazle grove. From the 
remains of hazle woods in this neighbourhood, and the aptneſs 
of this Kind of ſoil to carry hazle and oak, it is probable, that 
not only this place, but other places, which have a ſimilar 
name, originally abounded, or do ſtill abound with that 
amber. ; 
Erection. 


"th 


. 
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Erection, c,—CALLANDER was formerly divided into two 
pariſhes, the one called Leney, and the other a chapel dependent 
on /nchmahomo, where the Nokixs of that ilk had their family 
burying place. The remains of both are viſible, and people 
bury at both places. The northern branch of the river, more 


than a century ago, changed its courſe, and ſeparated the 


church of Leney from part of its parochial bounds ; and the 
ame inundation, in the ſouthern branch, ſwept away the 
bridge leading to the chapel ; whereupon both pariſbes were 
united, and the pariſh church was built at Callander, below 
the junction of the two branches, where it now ſtands, 


Extent, Situation, and Surface. —The extent of this pariſh, 
from E. to W., is about 16 computed miles; and its breadth, 
at the E. end about 10 miles. Its form is like a lady's fan 
half ſpread. It is fituated between 56® 15/ and 21' N., 
and from 1? to 1% 24' W. of the meridian of Edinburgh, 
including the greateſt extent of the mountains. The ap- 
pearance of the country on the W. and N., is mountainous. 
The hills were formerly black, and covered with heath; but, 
by the introduction of ſheep, within theſe 30 years, they are 
beginning to loſe their ſhaggy cover, and to aſſume a more 
verdant hue. About Callander there is a beautiful val- 
ley, in which are fituated, not only the villages of Callan- 
der and Kilmahog, but ſeveral fine farms, in a plain of ſome 


extent, which is formed by the confluence of two conſiderable 
branches of the Forth, and covered with rich meadows and 


fertile arable land. The higher ground 1s here and there clad 
with thriving oak woods, and plantations of trees of various 
kinds; and the bold ſtupendous rock, above Callander, di- 
verſifies the ſcene, and forms a fine contraſt to the * and 
meandering links of the river below. 


Soll, 
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Soil, Incloſures, &c.— The ſoil of this diſtri, in genelal, 
is a light gravel, capable of high cultivation, and making ag 
immediate and plentiful return. On the eſtate of Leney; 
there is ſome rich loam, or haugh land, probably formed by 
the ſediment of a rivulet which runs through it, the ſoil 
being of the ſame deep red colour with the earth and rocks 
in the glen above. Agriculture is making rapid progreſs, 
The arable ground is moſtly incloſed, either with ſtone walls, 
or with hedge and ditch, having, in many places about Callan- 
der; hedge rows, which gives the countty a comfortable and 
neat appearance . 


Romantic Proſpects.— The Troſacks are often viſited by per. 
fons of taſte, who are defirous of ſeeing nature in her rudeſt Wl i; 
and moſt unpoliſhed ſtate. They are ſituated about 10 miles WM wh 

| W. lin 


* The paring and burning of moſs, and alſo the drill huſbandry, in rearing fee 


leguminous crops, was introduced into this country, about 3o years ago, by Mr. fr: 
Buchanan of Camſmore; who, by means of reading, extenſive obſervation and fr: 
experience, has not only improved his own eſtate, but has, by his 'example, * 


diffuſed a ſpirit of cultivation through the country, which it never had before. 
The late Mr. Buchanan of Leney introduced the trenching of ground in the th 
open fields. He cleared the moſt rugged and untoward ſoil, made good arable h. 
land, where even the graſs was very coarſe and ſcanty. The firſt two crops tc 
paid the expence ; and the ground, completely ſubdued, was fitted for future 
profit. The farmers have not generally adopted this plan, either owing to their 
want of capital, the ſhortneſs of their leaſes, or to their having already as much 
cleared land as they can keep in good order. Some of them, indeed, take in new t 
land with the plough, where they muſt meet with _e ſame obſtructions of 
ſtones, and rocks, and buſhes every year. 

The regulations of the late commiſſioners of annexed eſtates, contributed 
much to improve this country, and to introduce a better ſtyle of houſes among 
their farmers and villagers, which has been followed by the country in general 
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W: from Callander, and acceſſible by a carriage road. A tra- 
yeller going by the S. limb of Ben-ledi, and along the ſides of 
two beautiful lakes, has theſe lakes ſometimes concealed from 
his view; and ſometimes they appear in all their extent, hav- 
ing their banks clad with a ſucceſſion of fields, trees, houſes, 
flocks and herds. One while his road is formed oma bulwark, 
like the Key of a harbour, raifed on the very borders of the 
deep; another while, he travels through darkening woods, 
whoſe ſolemn gloom 1s ſcarcely penetrated by a ray of the 
ſun. On the right is the foreſt of Glenfinlas, which is green to 
the very top, and was once covered with the deer of the kings 
of Scotland; on his left is Ben-venu, which was once a foreſt 
of the family of Monteath. Ben-venu, is called the ſmall moun- 
tain, becatiſe it is leſs than Ben-ledi, or Ben-lomond * from 
which it is almoſt equally diſtant, forming nearly a ſtraight 
line with both. | 

When you enter the Troſache, there is ſuch an affemblage 
of wildneſs and of rude grandeur, as beggars all deſcription, 
and fills the mind with the moſt ſublime conceptions. It 
ſcems as if a whole mountain had been torn in pieces, and 
frittered down by a convulfion of the earth; and the huge 
fragments of rocks, and woods, and hills, ſcattered in confuſion, 
for two miles, into the E. end, and on the fides of Loch-Ca- 
therine. The acceſs to the lake is through a narrow paſs, of 
half a mile in length; ſuch as Zneas had in his dreary paſſage 
to viſit his father's home, vaſfogque immanis hiatu.“ The 
rocks are of a ſtupenduous height, and ſeem ready to cloſe 
above the traveller's head, or to fall down and bury him in 


their rains. A huge column of thefe rocks was, ſome years 
Vol. XI. 4 D c 


* Fhis is a contraction for Ben- loch · lomin, the hill of the lake full of i/tande: 


; 


ag 


_ — — 2—— — — 
* 0 = 2 — — — - * —— _ — 
—— — Ühͤ—ê—ÿ : 5 4 of 
. * CY wt a - > = — 
” - 8 


—B— 
= & 


. = Io So 


” 2 * s 
* 1 . 
> N . * S 7 — - — — 2 


K 5 *2 >a, 
FEE 3 8 = 2 — * C —_ . 4 
* - VT 1 — - — 4 + . 8 
4 22 —_— —- wa * b 5 
— 1 a> — —— 


6 — 


578 Statiflical Account 


ago, torn with thunder, and lies in large blocks very near the Ml cted 
road; which muſt have been a tremenduous ſcene to paſſen. 
gers at that time. Where there is any ſoil, their ſides are 
covered with aged weeping birches, which hang down their 
venerable locks, in waving ringlets, as if to cover the naked. 
neſs of the rocks. The ſenſible horizon is bounded by theſe 
weeping birches, on the ſummit of every hill, through which 
you ſee the motion of the clouds, as they ſhoot acroſs behind 
them. The end of the lake is nothing but one of the ſeveral 
bays or creeks, which, on all hands, run boldly amidſt the 
rocks and hills. 

Travellers, who wiſh to ſee all they can of this ſingular 
phenomenon, generally ſail W. on the S. fide of the lake, to 
the Rock and Den of the Ghoſt, whoſe dark receſſes, from their 

' gloomy appearance, the imagination of ſuperſtition conceived 
to be the habitation of ſupernatural beings. 

In ſailing you diſcover many arms of the lake. Here a bold 
head-land, where the black rocks dip into unfathomable wa- 
ter ; there, the white ſand in the bottom of a bay, bleached 
for ages by the waves. In walking on the N. fide, the road xs 
ſometimes cut through the face of the ſolid rock, which riſes in 
npwards of 200 feet perpendicular above the lake : Sometimes er 
the view of the lake is loſt; then it burſts ſuddenly on the fo 
eye; and a cluſter of iſlands and capes appear, at different diſ- p 
tances, which give them an apparent motion of different de- v 
grees of velocity, as the ſpectator rides along the oppoſite 
beach: At other times, his road is at the foot of rugged and 
ſtupenduous cliffs; and trees are growing where no earth is 
to be ſeen. Every rock has its echo; every grove is vocal, 
by the melodious harmony of birds, or by the ſweet airs 
of women and children, gathering filberts, in their ſeaſon. 
Down the fide of the oppoſite mountain, after a ſhower of 


rain, flow a hundred white ſtreams, which ruſh with in- 
credible 
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ctedible velocity and noiſe into the lake, and ſpread their 
froth upon its ſurface. On one fide, the water eagle fits in 
majeſty, undiſturbed, on his well known rock, in fight of his 
neſt on the face of Ben-venu ; the heron ſtalks among the 
reeds in ſearch of his prey; and the ſportive ducks gambol on 
the waters, or dive below: On the other, the wild goats climb, 
where they have ſcarce ground for the ſoles of their feet ; 
and the wild fowls, perched on trees, or on the pinnacle of a 
rock, look down with compoſed defiance at man“. Ina word, 
both by land and water, there are ſo many turnings and wind- 
ings, ſo many heights and hollows, ſo many glens, and capes, 
and bays, that one cannot advance 29 yards without having 
his proſpe& changed, by the continual appearance of new ob- 
jets, while others are conſtantly retiring out of fight. This 
ſcene is cloſed by a weſt view of the lake, for ſeveral miles, 
having its fides lined with alternate clumps of wood and ara- 
ble fields, and the ſmoke riſing in ſpiral columns through the 
air, from villages which are concealed by the intervening 
woods; and the proſpect is bounded by the towering Alps of 
Arrochar, which are chequered with ſnow, or hide their heads 
in the clouds. The Hon. Mrs. DrummonD of PERTH has 
erected booths of wicker work, in the moſt convenient places, 
for the accommodation of ftrangers, who viſit this wild and 
pictureſque landſcape ; and the tenants of the next farm are 
very ready to ſhow the beauties of the place to travellers. 
4D 2 Mountains, 


In one of the defiles of the Troſachs, two or three of the natives met a band 
of Cromwell's ſoldiers, and forced them to return, after leaving one of their 
eomrades dead on the ſpot, whoſe grave marks the ſcene of action, and gives 
name to the paſs. In one or other of the chaſms of this ſingular place, there 
lived, for many years, a diſtiller of ſmuggled ſpirits, who eluded the moſt dili- 
gent ſearch of the officers of the revenue, although they knew perfectly he was 
there; becauſe a guide could not be bribed to diſcover his retreat. 
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Mountains.—BEN-LE-D1, contracted for Ben-le-dia, the Hin 
of God“, is 300g feet perpendicular in height above the 
ſea +. No other mountain, of half that altitude, intercepts the 
proſpect, from Benledi down the tract of the Forth to the Ger. 


man 


* Dra, which is invariably the name of Gon in Gaelic, is the fame word, 
both in ſpelling and pronunciation, with the name which the Greeks, in the ob. 
lique caſes, gave to the Supreme Being; and it is probable, that all the caſes 
were originally from this word. Many other inſtances of the fame kind might 
be pointed out; but it will come in our way, in theſe few pages, to find that 
the words ſignifying land, « caſtle and harbour, are the ſame in Gaclic and in 
Latin; and the name of the Deity is the ſame in Gaelic and in Greek. Whe. 
| ther the Celtic language borrows the firſt from the Romans, and the laſt from 
the Greeks, or whether the Romans and Greeks borrowed from the Celtic, (the 
language of a more ancient people than either, and of a more ancient analogy 
than their languages), the reader who underſtands the three languages, is left 
to judge. | 

+ By reaſon of the altitude of Benledi, ang of its beautiful conical figure, 
the people of the adjacent country, to a great diſtance, aſſembled annually on 
its top, about the time of the ſummer ſolitice, during the Druidical prieſthood, 
to worſhip the Deity. This afſembly ſeems to have been a provincial or ſynodi- 
cal meeting, wherein all the different congregations within the bounds wiſhed to 
get as near to heaven as they could, to pay their bomage to the God of heaven. 
Tradition ſays, that this devotional meeting continued three days. The ſum- 
mit of the mountain is ſmoothed, and free of ſtones; which ſeems to be the 
work of art: But no ſtones with inſcriptions can be found within the vicinity of 
that place. The Druids were ignorant, it appears, of the uſe of letters, or ex- 
tremely ſhy to commit any part of their creed to writing; but they were fond, 
in a very high degree, of great and ſtupenduous monuments, to mark their re- 
treats, and to perpetuate the remembrance of their devotion. They had ex- 
actly the idea of Solomon, concerning the immenſity of the Supreme Being; 
„That if the heaven of heayens could not contain him, how much leſs a houſe 
„ made with hands!” They accounted all ſpace his temple, and all nature his 
altar ; they had no walls but the horizon, and no canopy but the cope of hea- 
ven, Their circles of ſtones, and even the charcoal of the fuel they uſed in 
burning ſacyifices, are frequent in groves and plains, by the ſides of N 
ſtreams; but they do not ſeem to have had any images. 

Rude figures, indeed, of the human and other ſpecies, have been found in this 
par iſh, cut out of ſtone. ! But theſe idolatrous relics arc more modern than 5 
| Drui 
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man Ocean. STvIC-A-CHRoIN, the Peak of Rutting*. There 
has lately been diſcovered here an iron ring, fixed by a ſtaple 
to the rock. This ring is ſaid to be very old, and corroded 
with ruſt and the lapſe of time, Many opinions have been 
formed concerning the uſe to which it was applied. There 
are ſeveral accounts of rings found in rocks, and of anchors 
and ſhells dug up, in places near the level of the ſea : oyſter 
ſhells are found in abundance, ſeveral feet below the ſurface 
ef the earth, betwixt Callander and Stirling 1. Benvenu has 
been already deſcribed. Binean, and other hills of leſs note, 


will be taken notice of afterwards. 
Laces. 


Druids. Two of them have been lately diſcovered, on the farm of Aney, at the 
chapel of St. Bridget, (a Daniſh lady of the 13th century, or an Irith lady of 
later date); probably the ſaint and her dog, which, from the quality of the ſtone, 
ſcem to have been imported into this country. It the Druid prieſts and their 
people aſſembled on the top of Benledi, there can be little doubt of their hav. 
ing ated in a ſimilar manner in other countries, although the tradition of this 
practice may be loſt. Their circles of ſtones, their veneration for the /#7 and 
for fire, their meetings on the tops of hills, and their worſhipping in the open 
air, might afford ground for many probable conjectures concerning their ideas of 
the perfettions of the Deity, and the ſource from which they borrowed their rites 
and modes of worſhip, which ſeem to have had an Aſiatic origin; but the brevity 
neceſſary in this Kketch forbids diſquiſitions of this nature. We muſt be con- 
tented with giving ſhort hints : And therefore we ſhall leave the Druids, by 
only remarking, that the ſame expreſſion, which the people then uſed for their 
place of worſhip, is ftill uſed to this day ; as the Highlanders more frequently 
ſay, * Will you go to the fiones?"* or“ Have you been at the ſtones" than 
* Will you go to, or have you been, at church? Mankind, in this inſtance, 
as they do in many others, retain the ancient name, while the thing ſignified by 
that name is entirely forgotten, by the gradual influence of new habits, new 

manners, and new modes of thinking. 


* Coir-a-chrein, the valley of rutting, is juſt below the peak. Cir, when 
applied to land, is properly a valley, ſhut at one end, in the form of an amphi- 


theatre, more or leſs oblong. Gleana is a valley which leads quite through, and 


is open at both ends. Few other languages, excepting the Gaclic, diſtinguiſh 
theſe two kinds of valleys, without a circumlocution. 8 


ö This circumſtance makes it probable, that the occan, by its conſtant flux, 
l forme 
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Lakes,&c.—The moſt conſiderable lake is Loch- CATHERIXx, 
remarkable at the E. end for the ſingular pictureſque ſcene 
already mentioned. Strath-Gartney, in which this lake is ſity. 
ated, ſeems to have borrowed its name from Gratnach or Gret. 
ney, the ad Earl of Mar, who poſſeſſed this tract of land in 
the year 1114. It was afterwards exchanged by the 11th 


Earl 
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forms a mighty current from E. to W., and muſt, in the courſe of ages, as Buf. 
fon obſerves, wear away and encroach on the land, in certain places, while it 
leaves dry ground behind it, where formerly there had been ſeveral fathoms of 
water. But there is little probability of this ring having ever belonged to the 
ſea, It ſeems rather more probable, that it has been made for tying the dogs 
of chace, when the hunters went to reſt during the night; er for the pur. 
poſe of ſecuring cattle from ſtraying through the mountains, or to the valleys 
below, where they would have become the prey of wild beaſts, before the 
country was cleared of woods and of ravenous animals, which lived on blood. 
We need not be ſurpriſed at this precautien, becauſe there is little doubt that 
the original inhabitants, of this part of the iſland at leaſt, took up their firſt re- 
{idence on the tops of hilis, however unpromiſing theſe habitations may appear 
now to their poſterity. The veſtiges of ridges, where the ground has certainly 
been plowed and ſown, are ſtill to be ſeen on places of conſiderable altitude, 
and even on ſome very high mountains, in the Highlands. Ridges, where the 
ground has once been arable, may be traced diſtinctly in the immediate neigh- 
- bourhood of this ring; and the place has its name from that circumſtance. There 
is a remarkable hill, which is called the Mountain of Kidges, in the braes of 
Glenlochy, on the eſtate of Breadalbane, where the ridges and turrows are as 
viſible and regular in the heath, as though it carried, at preſent, a crop of 
grain. Did our limits admit of it, the inquiry would be curious, to inveſtigate, 
how a crop could be raiſed in ſuch elevated ſituations, where no man, at this day, 
could think of bringing any grain, that we know of, to matur xy. A country 
covered with wood, is much warmer than after it is cleared and expoſed, The 
degree of cold, to which our naked mountains are now laid open, muſt be more 
intenſe than when the aſh and alder covered every valley, oak and fir the Eirt, 
of every hill, and the hardy birch climbed up near its brow ; and it is difficult 
to ſay what hardſhips a certain kind of oats, whoſe huſk is thick, and whoſe 
grain is ſmall, can endure, with what culture it is ſatisfied, and with what 
nouriſhment it is matured, 
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Earl of Mar, for che eſtate of Alloa, which was then in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the crown, having been forfeited by Baliol, the unſue- 
ceſsful competitor for the royalty. The next are Loch- AchxàAx, 
eontracted for Loch: a-chravy, i. e. the Lake of the Field of De- 
votion, Achray being the name of a farm on its banks, where 
probably the Druids had a place of worſhip, and Loch- vAx- 
A-CHOIR, the Late of the white or fair Valley. The name of 
a farm on the ſouth fide is he Fair Fully. This whiteneſs is 
different from that aſcribed to Glen-fin-glaſs; and different 


words are uſed to denote them with more precifion, The 


former 1raplies the whiteneſs of daizies, or the fair appearance 
of the ſummer's clothing; the latter is deſcriptive of the 
bleached whiteneſs of long winter graſs; an accuracy of ex- 
preflion to which many languages are ſtrangers, however much 
improved. Theſe three lakes form a chain, connected by ſhort 
intervals, of a moſt beautiful river, lined with a variety of 
natural wood, and leading from Callander to the romantic view 
at the end of Loch-Catherine. 

Near the top of Benledi, there is a ſmall lake, called LocnAx- 
NAN-CORP, the ſmall Lake of dead Bodtes, which got its name, 
from a whole company attending a funeral having dropt 
through the ice, and being drowned, when paſſing from Glen- 
fn-glafs to the chapel of St. Bridget“. On the north fide of 
Benledi, lies Loca-LUB-NA1G, the crooked or winding Lake 
which, in the diſtance of 4 miles, forms two or three fine 
ſweeps, on the great road to Fort- William. About the middle 
of this lake, there is a tremenduous rock, called CRA1G-Na-co- 
IEILG, the Rock of the Joint Hunting, which is the boundary 


between two eſtates, and a common name given in the High- 
lands 


The moſt numerous clan, in this devoted company, were the KESSANACH8S, 
who were formerly a conſiderable people in this country; but ſince this diſaſter 
befel them, they have dwindled very much away. 
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lands to ſuch places. Upon hunting days, the two chieitains 
met there, with their hounds, and followers, hunted about the 
rock in common, and afterwards ſeparated, each turning away 
to his own property. 

Oppoſite to this rock, lies the hunting ſeat of Mr. Bauer 
of KINNAIRD, a part of the eſtate of Ker, where he retired for 
ſeveral ſummers, (as much as his converſation aud hoſpitality 
allowed him to be reti ed), in order to arrange the notes of 
his memorable travels to Abyſſinia, which will trenſmit his 
fame to future ages, when the barking of ſnarling critics will 
be heard no more. His knowledge of the ſcriptures, of the 


oriental languages and cuſtoms, his acquaintance with the 


whole circle of the liberal arts and ſciences, his penetration in 
knowing human nature, his addreſs in ſuiting himſelf to un- 
forſeen and 1ncideatal circumſtances, together with his forti- 
tude of mind, and ſtrength ot conſtitution, fitted him for an 
undertaking, which, without al] of theſe endowments, would 
either have proved abortive, or have been incomplete. The 
grandcur of this ſcene ſuited the ſtate of his mind, There he 
found the lake of Dembea in miniature, where the ancient 
tract of a river is covered by a modern lake, formed by inci- 
dental circumſtances, as may be ſeen from the top of any 
neighbouring hill, in a clear day. Lochlubnaig owes a great 
part of its preſent depth to its being choaked, at the E. end, 
by ſtones and gravel, which are carried down the face of Ben- 
Jedi, by torrents, in the Burn of Stark. And, in the time 
of floods, the muddy river, which enters Lochlubnaig at 
the W. end, leaving the circumambient water unſullied, and 
ſtagnant, preſerves its yellow colour and ſtream, in the origin- 
al tract, for a conſiderable way down the middle of the lake. 
Similar appearances take place in the lochs of Balquhidder, 
and many others, where bars are formed, and the water 


thrown back by the hike cauſes, 
There 
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There is an undertaking already begun, at the joint ex- 
pence of the heritors concerned, for carrying off ſeveral feet 
of water from this lake, by cutting the bar, collected by the 
burn of Stan, and by removing other obſtructions; which, 
if executed by Mr. Bucaanan of Cambuſmore, (to whom the 
ſuperintendance of the work is committed), with his uſual 
activity and perſeverance, will gain much land to himſelf in his 
eſtate of Strathyre, as well as to the other proprietors, where the 
lake has been increaſed and turned back upon ſome of their 
flat ground, There is no doubt of lakes being often enlarged, 
and ſometimes formed, by torrents falling, at right angles, into 
rivers which run in narrow valleys; eſpecially where theſe 
torrents have a long range, contain a great body of water, and 
operate upon looſe and heavy materials. 


Rivers. All theſe waters meet at Callander, and form a 
fine river, which is called the Teath, i. e. the warm River. 
This is the moſt conſiderable branch of the Forth, both for the 
quantity of its water, the ſtraightneſs of its courſe to the ſea, 
the clearneſs of its ſtream, and the variety and number of its 
fiſh. Mr. Guthrie, in his Geographical Grammar, and Mr. 
Nimmo, in his Hiſtory of Stirlingſhire, call this branch by the 
name of Forth ; although the ſouth branch more commonly 
gets that name. None of our rivers are navigable within the 


pariſh, 


Mines and Foſſils. —There is a beautiful quarry of lime-ſtone, 
or rather marble, on the eſtate of Leney, the property of Mr. 
Hamilton of Bardowie ; the ground of which is a deep blue, 
with variegated ſtreaks of a pure white, Of this beautiful 
ſlone ſome gentlemen have made yams, hearths, and lintels 
poliſhed ſmooth as a mirror. It is commonly burnt, and makes 
a pure and valuable lime ; and the fertility of the environs of 
Callander ate very much owing to this ſtimulus, judiciouſly 

Ver, XI, 4 £ applied. 
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applied. The ſame vein of lime-ſtone is diſcovered in differ. 
ent places, S. W. and N. E. of this pariſh. The quarry has 
dipt ſo much of late, by the uncommon demand for lime, fince 
the farmers began to taſte the ſweets of improvement, within 
thele laſt 20 years, that enough of this lime cannot be got to 
ſupply the country; fo that the farmers find their account in 
carrying ſhells from Stirling. The ſpirit of improvement 
will ſurmount many difficulties, when it is once fairly begun; 
eſpecially when the farmer finds, that the ſureſt way of put. 
ting money into his pocket is, to beſtow much induſtry, and 
ſome expence in cultivating his ground. 

Slates are found in different places of this diſtrict. The 
beſt are the azure blue (lates of Aney, on the property of Mr, 
Stirling of Kier, which riſe of a proper breadth, ring well, 
ſtand the carriage, ard reſiſt the influence of the weather for 
any length of time. The inferiority of the {late at Kerinoch, 
on the property of Mr. M*Nab of M*Nab, is chiefly owing, 
not to any want of metal, but to their being leſs beautiful, 
and ſmaller in the ſize. The purple ſlates at Tombea, the 
property of Mr. Drummond of Perth, being lefs durable than 
the other two kinds, fell at 15s, the loco, while the others 
are fold at 21s., eſpecially the firſt. Very fine flags, of a gray 
colour, are found at Brackland, on the property of the Earl of 
Moray, which riſe frequently 6 ſcet ſquare, not above 14 or 
2 inches thick, and very ſmocth ; yet, from their toughnels, 
they are cafily carried to a diſtance, aud uſed for malt Eiins, 
floors and pavement. Before the diſcovery of blue ſlate in 
this country, theſe flags were uſed for covering houſes; par- 
ticularly Doune Caſtle, built by Murdoch Duke of Albany, 
beſides ſeveral others. The fame kind of flats is ſtill uſed in 
Fife, Strathern, Strathmore, and many other parts of the 
kingdom“. | 

There 


* There was a lead mine diſcovered, ſome years ago, in the N. E. fig * 
Ben! 
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There are no openings or mouths of volcanoes in this part 
of the country; yet the moſt frequent ſpecies of rock, about 
Callander, is a compoſition, confiſt ing of a great variety of 
ſmall tones, of different colours and ſizes. They are fo firmly 
cemented together, by a brown ſubſtance, as hard as ſtone 
itſelf, that, when uſed in building houſes or incloſures, they 
reſiſt the influence of the weather for ages, without loſing a 
ſingle particle. They defy the edge of the chiſſel to render 
them ſmooth, but admit very well of being dreſſed with the 
hammer, only that the cemented ſtones ſometimes fly off from 
the ſocket, in which the cement had incloſed them“. Our 
free-ſtone, on the other hand, falls away by the cutters, and 
crumbles down by the alternate influence of froſt and thaw, 
of rain and ſunſhine, eſpecially the red kind, which is neareit 
to Callander : But the gray free- ſtone of this country ſtands 
very well. 

Whether the plumb-pudding ſtone be the Scoriæ of a vulcano, 
in a hardened or petrified ſtate, after having gathered a mul- 
titude of ſtones in its progreſs, while the lava was in fulton, 
or whether it be a petriſication of ſtones and earth and gravel, 


4E 2 all 


| Benledi, pointing N. E. and S. W.; which is nearly the direction of all mines, 


This mine yielded 20s. of filver in every cwt. of ore. But, after trying a 
variety of experiments, and ſearching with much care, for veins, over all that 
fide of the mountain, the late commiſſioners of annexed eſtates dropt it, becauſe 
the only vein which had been found, was tov imall to defray the expence. 
There was alfo tome ore diſcovered, many years ago, in Brea-leney, on the farm 
of Tomaſcridan, and elſewhere, which is the property of Mt. Drummond of 
Perth, as well as that fide of Benledi where the late diſcovery was made. 


* The learned and ingenious Dr. Anderſon of Cotfield, ſaid, when this plumb- 
pudding ſtone was ſhown to him, that the rocks in the iſland of Lewis are of 


the ſame compoſition. Swinburn met with it in 7taly, near Benevento; and it 
is to be met with near Drummond Caſite, and in others places of this country, 
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all in one maſs, occaſioned by the action of ſome mineral, it 
is difficult to determine. The rock above Callander is wholly 
compoſed of this cemented ſtone, The vein of it is of no great 
breadth, but extends in the direction of S. W. and N. E., to 
the diſtance of many miles, through lakes, and rivers, and 
mountains, and valleys. The pebbles, which are incloſed in 
the cement, do not ſeem to have undergone the action of ſire, 
but of friction. They are of different colours; ſome white, 
ſome blue, and ſome gray, and moſtly of the roundneſs of field 
or water ſtones. The cement itſelf has the moſt calcined ap- 
pearance, being all of one colour, and uniformly brown. This 
rock does not ſtand in columns, in the form of baſaltic pillars. 
The cutters are ſometimes horizontal, ſometimes dipping, and 
ſometimes perpendicular. The ſtrata are not in the form sf 
priſms: They lie in prodigious flags, of different degrees 
of thickneſs: And the higheſt mountains, on both ſides of 
this vein, are not compoſed of this kind of ſtone. 

The virtuoſi“, who are connoifſeurs in ſaſſils, may make 
of theſe appearances what they will; but to a plain man, who 


It is ſtrange what zubint, under the plauſible name of Tuxokixs, will 
enter into the brains of Philo/ophers. Some will chooſe to be ridiculous rather 
than think like other men, or relinquiſh the diſtinction of fingularity. Some 
will have every thing to be the effect of water; and others, every thing the 
effect of fire, as they happen to have a predilection for either of theſe ele- 
ments. 

It is to be hoped, the next theory will aſcribe every thing to the power of 
air, and that we ſhall arrive at common ſenſe at laſt. That great naturaliſt, 
the celebrated Burrox, could, by the magic of his /ubmarine currents, make 
continents and iſlands emerge from the deep, like ſo many ducks poppivg up 
their heads. Others, fince his time, fearing that the world ſhould wear the 
marks of old age, ſend Vulcan on many a long ſubterraneous journey, that he 
may blow up his forge wherever gray hairs appear on the face of the earth, to 
ſinge the hoary beard of nature, and to cover the chin afreſh with the down of 
8 What 
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is not wedded to a theory, it is very improbable, that this 
rock is the effect of fire; becauſe the pebbles are unburnt, 
and retain all their original varieties of colour ; becauſe, if 
they had been picked up by lava in its progreſs, they could not 
have been conveyed over ſuch obſtructions, as mountains and 
lakes ; becauſe there are no craters in any mountains, in this 
neighbourhood ; becauſe the ſtones in the hills, on the E. and 
W., are of a different ſpecies ; and becauſe, if the rock in 
queſtion had been in fuſion, the ſtream would have taken the 
direction of the valley, which it has not done. 

All thatis requiſite farther to be mentioned under this article, 
is, that this ſingular kind of cemented rock, together with the /ate 
and the lime ſtone, run in three parallel veins, at the diſtance of 
aſtatute mile from each other, not only acrofs this parith, but te 
a great diſtance on both fides. The ſtratum of flate reaches from 
Luſs to Dunkeld, making its appearance above ground atleaſt in 
8 different places; the lime- ſtone, from Buchanan to the pa- 
rih of Comrie, and appearing in as many places; and the 
plumb-pudding rock, from Gartmore to Crieff, and viſible on 
the ſurface almoſt the whole way. There feems to run paral-. 
lel to theſe on the E., a chain of free- ſtone, from Gartur, 
through Ru/tie, Torry, and Drumvaich, to the vicinity of 
Crieff, It is probable that theſe parallel lines of rock may 
extend much Tarther, and may be taken notice of by others, 

although 


What a pity, that theſe ingenious men don't allow fire, carth, air and water, 
to be the inſtruments uſed by a wiſe and great Artificer, who forms and executes 
his own plans, and, by unerring and general laws, regulates all the phenomena 
of nature. Former theoriſts paid ſome reſpect to their MAxER, and to his 
word. They endeavoured to accommodate their waking dreams to the ſtandaxd 
of truth. But bolder ſpirits have now ariſen, who uſurp the reins of the uni. 
yerſe, invent the baſeleſs fabric of cobweb theories, and expect ta make the 
fleeting deluſions of their fancy pals for the eſtabliſhed laws of nature. 
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although they have been no farther traced by the writer of 
this ſketch. 

In Scotland, the granite abounds on the W.; and the ſtrata 
of flate and lime-ſtone, which are found running in veias 
through this granite, are generally blue, fimilar to the colour 
of the rock, which at laſt ſurcounds them, unleſs they have 
been formed from it. On the E., the free-ſtone abounds, 
with its ſeams of coal and lime-ſtone; and the veins of this 
lime-itone are of a ſandy gray, ſimilar to the colour of the 
free-ſtone, with which they are in contact. Theſe ſeveral 
ſtrata point weſtward as they go ſouth“. 


Caſcade. In the glen betwixt Brackland and Achialaich, 
there is a bridge on the water of Kelty, conſiſting of 2 ſticks, 
covered with a few branches of trees and ſome turf, which is 
abundantly romantic and dangerous. The ſticks are laid 
acroſs the chaſm, with their euds reſting on the rocks, which 
project on oppoſite fides, about 50 feet high, above a deep pool; 
On the one hand, the white catcade precipitates itfelf, from a 
height above the bridge, with a tremenduous noiſe, occaſioned 
by the conflict of the rocks, the narrowneſs of the paſſage, and 
the lofty column of water, whoſe ſpray often wets the clothes 
of paſlengers. Oa the other hand, the winding glen, which 
deepens as it deſcends, the gloomineſs of the hanging rocks, of 
the ſhading trees, and black pools, ſtri kes with terror and with 
awe. Yet the people of the adjacent farms, from the mere 
force of habit, paſs and repaſs with very little concern; al- 

| though 


* Per baps theſe, and other chains of rocks, are the bones and finews of this 
globe, which is not only indebted to the miniſtring powers of attraction, co- 
heſion and gravity, that regulate its motions, and keep the lower materials to- 


gether, but is firmly girt about by mighty bands; for all the principal moun- 
tains of the world run in chains, : 


tho! 
the 
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though the very act of looking down, when there is a flood in 
the water, muſt fill the head of a ſtranger with a ſwimming gid- 
dineſs, owing to the altitude of his ſituation, the deafening 
roar of the torrent, the gloomy horror of the glen, and the 
whirling of the pool below, into which the caſcade falls, rol- 
ling, toſſing, thundering down, | 


Cove. There is a large cove in a mountain, on the confines 
of the pariſhes of Callander and Kilmadock, where lawleſs peo- 
ple uſed to hide themſelves, after committing depredations on 
the adjacent country. The mountain itſelf is called Uah Yor. 
i. e. The Great Cove; but the deſcription of it is left to the 
account of Kilmadock pariſh, 


Climate and Longevity.— The air is ſalubrious in a very 
high degree. There are no local diſtempers; and people live 
to a very great age. A woman died lately, who was ſaid to 
have been 101 years of age. A man 1s {till alive, who is 99, 
and tolerably vigorous. A few years ago, he was able to earn 
his bread, by driving a horſe and cart, and carrying lime to the 
farmers in the neighbourhood. Several married people have, 
of late, lived together near 60 years. Some of theſe are ſtill 
alive, 


Population. — The number of inhabitants in the different 
farms, was greater about half a century ago than it is now 
yet the general population of the pariſh is daily increaſing, 


owing to the enlargement of particular villages f. 
Popo- 


+ The following eciteumſtances, which, in a greater or leſs degree, regulate 
the policy of all the proprietors of land in Scotland, ſerve to explain the reaſon 


of this change in the mode ol population. During the prevalencs of the feudal 
ſyſtem, 
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POPULATION TABLE of the PARISH of CALLAN DER. 


The number of ſouls, at preſent, (1791), in the pariſh, is about - 2156 


The village of Callander contains near - - * 1006 
Of theſe, there are in Kilmahog — — - - - 230 
And, in the country, about - - 2 — - 750 
The number of males is — — — — — - 1000 
— — — females - - - - - = 1100 

Acts, 


ſyſtem, wherever it took place, the barons valued themſelves, and were valued 
by the ſtate, not by their rental, but by the number of their followers. The 
object, therefore, of every great man, in thoſe times, was to have his eſtate 
crowded with inhabitants; and all his farms were ſplit down into many diviſions 
and ſubdiviſions. But, upon the decline of this ſyſtem, the farms were generally 
given to one of the moſt wealthy of the former tenants, aud all the reſt compel. 
ted to ſhift for themſelves, or to become cottagers. 

While the farms in the Highlands continued in tillage, theſe ſuperior farm- 
ers ſtood in need of the cottagers to cultivate the ground as ſervants and labour. 
ers; and they were allowed a ſmall pendicle and ſome cattle, beſides a little 
money, in name of wages. But when ſheep began to be introduced, theſe ſmall 
poſſeſſors were ſwept entirely away, and all the buſineſs of the farm was ma- 
naged by a ſhepherd or two, and three or four dogs. What remedy had the 
poor then? None ſurely, but either to emigrate, or to crowd into villages, vr to 
beg. Thoſe who had money to pay their paſſage, left their native country, 
and carried away their riches; ſome, who had no money, bartered their ſer- 
vices, for a number of years, to obtain a paſſage ; and others, of leis ſpirit, the 
dregs of the people, in this predicament, have remained at home, and have 
ſought an aſylum in villages. 

This is no ideal picture of the times. That it is more or leſs the caſe, in 
many parts of this kingdom, and that it is daily increaſing, is undeniable. But 
in this part of the country, we feel not the full extent of the calamity. The 
farms, in this pariſh, are let at a moderate rent ; and the practice, of engroſling 
many into one, has not hitherto, owing to the good ſenſe of the proprietors, 
taken place; although it has come very near our doors. Our graſs farms, in 
the mountainous part of the diſtri, are thinly inhabited, but not depopulated, 
as is the caſe in the ſouth and weſt of Scotland. 

Theſe cauſes have, in a greater or leſs degree, operated in all the graſs 

| lands 

In this gumber the ſettlement of invalids is included. 
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| AGES. Apprentices, *+= - - I2 
Under 10 ycars of age, — 624 Houſchold ſervants, — — 40 
From 10 to 20, e A Labouring ditto, - - 160 


— 20 to 50, - - — 902 Students, — — - — 6 
— o to 70, = = — 242 Merchants; - - - — 9 


— 70 to 100, — - «+ oY | Shoemakers, - - - 14 
EMPLOYMENTS. Bakers, - — — ts 

Weavers, - - - + 40 Tailors, - - - — 20 
Smiths, 8 2 8 Clergyman, * — T 
Maſons, - a - — 4 Writer, — - - - 1 
Houſe carpenters and plough Q -: © l 
wrights, = - - Io Schooimaſters, - - 3 
Vor. XI. 4 F CouxTRY 


lands in Scotland. But where the people were moſt crowded, and the landlord 

had leaſt money, there depopulation has made the wideſt ſtrides; and the hu- 
man race has been ſwept away as with a peſtilence. In the ſouth of Scotland 

there are many towns, to which the people could reſort ; but in the Weſt 

Highlands, there are few towns of any conſequence. The people, therefore, 
in that large tract of country, from Kintyre to Roſs, who are diſpoſſeſſed of 
their farms, have no alternative, but to croſs the Atlantic, if they have {ſpirit 

or wealth; or to travel ſouthward, till they paſs the Grampians, if they be 
poor. The villages of this place, and other villages in ſimilar ſituations, are 
filled with thoſe naked and ſtarving crowds of people, who are pouring dowa 
every term, for ſhelter and for bread. And what is to be the fate of villages, 
crowded by ſtrangers, who have neither money, nor arts, nor induſtry, I leave: 
to others, who have more political torefight, to determine. 

One thing is certain, on this point, that the proprietors, who erect villages 
on a proper plan, in order to keep their countrymen in the kingdom, deſerve 
better of the public, than thoſe who ſet them adritt, without the leaft feeling of 
remorſe : Yet the conduct of theſe humane gentlemen ought to be regulated by 
a cautious prudence, even in gratifying their feelings of compaſſion. And a 
hint may be taken by the wiſe, from whatever quarter it comes, elpecially when 
it is given with fincerity, and has a tendency to do good. 

Whenever the population of any town or village exceeds the induſtry of the 
inhabitants, from that moment the place muſt decline. When their conſump- 
tion is greater than their earnings, when their wants are not ſupplied by their 
labour, the ſtock of the ſociety muſt decreaſe, and many undue practices mutt 
be ſubſtituted for the honeſt means of procuring ſubſiſtence. The body politic 
may be vitiated, as well as the natural body. If its corpulence is too much in- 
creaſed, bad humours prey upon the conſtitution, for want of exerciſe ; habits 


* 
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CounTRyY and Courirxtox, &c. RELIITICGITIOUS Orton. 
Foreigner, - - - 2 8 Of the Eſtabliſhed Church, 2030 
Born abroad of Britiſh ſubjects, 4 Seceders, - - 19 


Born in other pariſhes, - 50s. Epiſcopalianz” © 600 


Perſons in gentlemen's families, 430 Papiſts, - - =" 0 


— 9 — 
Total in 1791, — 2109 

Return to Dr. Webſter, in 1955, = . 1750 
Increaſe, ** — — — — 0 

Population in 1772 f, - - - - - 1700 
Ditto in 1787, - 4 - SIEM - - 186 


Fillages.—The proprietors of the villages of CALLAVDER 
and KILMAHOG, are extremely deſirous to find employment 
for their reſpective people. Kilmahog has not increaſed ſo 
much of late as Callander has done. In the former, the houſes 
are not the property of the poſſeſſors; but new houſes, of a 
better conſtruction, are frequently built, and a few acres of 
ground are given to each family ; upon which, with their own 
induſtry, they are enabled to live with comfort and with eaſe, 

In 


of indolence eradicate every defire of exertion; the whole frame is corrupted; 
deſpondency enſues; and miſery, mingled with contempt, produces the direful 
effects of deſpair. Many inſtances might be mentioned; but every perſon of 
obſervation can quote abundance for himſelf. It is a wiſe maxim, therefore, to 
increaſe the populatien of villages, providing the people are rendered iduſtrious; 
otherwiſe, it is the greateſt curſe that can befal a place. Thriving villages 
afford a ready market for whatever the farmer has to ſell ; and, in return, pro- 
vide him with artificers and labourers, and many other conveniences, which he 
ſtands in need of; befides, that it is to theſe nurſeries of the human ſpecies, 
properly conſtituted, we are to look forward now, for men to recruit our army 
and navy in the hour of danger, while our hardy peaſantry are decreaſing 
daily. | | 

+ We have no data to aſcertain, with accuracy, what the population was 
T5 years ago. None have emigrated in whole families; but ſome young men 
have gone to the Weſt Indies and America as ſurgeons, clerks and teachers; 
ſeveral artificers have been tempted to go to Glaſgow ; and ſervants have gon? 
to the ſouth and eaſt country, by the proſpect of high wages, 
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In the latter, the ground is feued in ſmall lots“; and the proprie- 
tor neither wants the means, nor the inclination, to employ 
the people. The village of Callander is laid down after a re- 
gular plan, built ſubſtantially with ſtone and lime, and cover- 
ed with blue ſlates. A beautiful river runs between the old 
and the new part of the village, over which there 1s a large and 
convenient bridge, with roads branching out in all directions. 
A ſtupendous rock riſes on the N. ſtuck full of firs, and a variety 
of natural wood, wherever there is any ſoil between the ſhelves, 
which affords protection to the village from the cold. Over 
this rock occaſionally falls down a white ſtream of water, 
ſeveral hundred feet high ; all which gives the place both a 
pictureſque and an elegant appearance.—Including the ſoldiers 
ſettlement, (which conſiſts of houſes built by government, for 
penſioners, after the Peace of Paris, in the year 1763), the 
number of families in Callander is 190. The mode of giving 
fens is a rood of ground, or one 4th of an acre, in property, 
upon paying 71. 10s. of a premium, and 58. of feu duty yearly, 
together with an acre of arable ground, a rood of meadow or 
bog hay, and two cows graſs, in the common paſture, for rent 
and the liberty of moſs, common thatch and ſtones, free, 
Some time ago, no premium was paid ; but the feu duty was 
6s. 8d., and the property redeemable. This village has in- 
creaſed greatly within theſe 30 years. | 
In the village of KiLManos, there are about 48 families. 
The inhabitants have long leaſes, which encourages them, with 
the aſſiſtance of the proprietor, to erect better houſes than 
formerly, This village is beautifully fituated on a plain be- 
low the proprietor's manſion. At its W. end, the wood of 
Leney forms an amphitheatre, which covers the front of the 
hills; and the tumultuous noiſe of the cataract at the Paſs of 
4F 2 Leney, 


* A fingle ridge of land has not been ſold in this pariſh, for theſe ſeveral years, 
except the feus in the village of Callander, which may be conſiderad rather as 
| & melioration of an eſtate than a ſac, 
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Leney, where 2 whole river tumbles down from precipice to 
precipice, over a ſucceſſion of rocks for ſeveral hundred yards, 
adds grandeur to the ſcene. 


Church. — One of the principal ornaments of the beautiful 
village of Callander, is a new church, which was built about 
18 years ago, with a pavilion roof, and a ſpire over the pedi- 
ment in the front +. It is happily ſet down, in the centre of 
the place, and at a proper diſtance from the road. The prin- 
cipal expence was defrayed by the late commiſſioners of an- 
ncxed eſlates, and the plan deſigned by Mr. Baxter, architect. 
The manſe was built in the year 1773; and is all in good or- 
der, except the weſt gable, which the heritors are propoſing 
to repair, before it go into ſuch diſorder, as to create a heavy 
expence. The ſtipend is gol in money, 2 chalders of meal, 
and 1 of bear, beſides a glebe of g acres, including graſs. Mr. 
Drummond of Perth is patron. The preſent miniſter was 
admitted in 1768, is married, and has a numerous iſſue “. 


Schools. On one ſide of the ſquare before the church, the 
ſchool is ſituated ; where the learned languages, geography, 
elements of aſtronomy and perſpective, are taught by one 
maler; writing, accounts, drawing, geometry, book-keeping, 
navigation, and the elements of mathematics, by another. The 
terms are very moderate, About 80 boys, from different 


parts of Britain, and from abroad, attend. There is alſo a 


ſociety ſchool in the pariſh. 


Pyor.—The poor, upon the public roll af the pariſh, are 


30, The funds for aſſiſting to maintain them, are the public 
N collect. 


* In this ſpire there is a fine bell, which is heard at the diſtance of 12 or 14 
miles, in a calm day, It was caſt at Glaſgow, and purchaſed by a voluntary 
ſubſcription, raiſed among the heritors and principal inhabitants, chiefly by the 
exertions of the incumbent, whoſe name is inſcribed on it. 

+ Mr. JAMES MEnzigs was the laſt Epiſcopal miniſter, and continued to 


«Niciate long after the Revolution. In his time, the records of the pariſh Were. 


lelt, by his houle taking fire, 
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collections, and the intereſt of ſome lent money, amounting in 
all to about gel. yearly. Theſe matters are managed, both before 
and fince the aſſeſſment was given up, by the kirk- ſeſſion. The 
charity of the inhabitants, in general, and of thoſe in the vil- 
lage of Callander, in particular, is eminent, The heritors 
did, ſome years ago, adopt a plan for ſupporting their own 
poor, by an equal aſſeſſment on the landlord and tenants, ac- 
cording to the valuation; but the people could not be reſtrain- 
ed from ſerving beggars, and ſome were refractory in paying 
their proportion of the aſſeſſment; ſo that the plan was dropt. 


Proprietors and Rents. —The number of heritors is 9. Three 
of them are reſident. The valued rent is 3, 2781. 108. Scotch; 
the real rent is 3000l. Sterling, at leaſt. The rent paid for 
one acre, or for a few acres, eſpecially in the vicinity of the 
villages of Callander and Kilmahog, is 20s. at an average. 
But in large farms, and on old leaſes, ſome arable land is rent- 
ed under 58. the acre, after allowing a proper deduction for 
the paſture or hill ground. The extent of the farms is from 
J21. 1col. to per annum. 


Markets.—The greateſt fair is held on the 21ſt of March, 


or the 1cth old ſtyle, which is called Fi/-zra-cheſ/arg, or the 
Feſtival of St. Kefſaig. There is another great fair on the 16th 
of May, for black cattle, where the drovers find excellent ac- 
commodation for themſelves and their cows, and are relieved, 
by Mr. Drummond of Perth, from impoſts and ſeveral incon- 
veniences, which are met with in other places, beſides various 
marks of attention which he directs his friends to pay to 
them. There are 3 ſmaller fairs for country buſineſs. 


Horſes.— The horſes are generally of a middle ſize, between 
the Highland poneys, and the heavy draught horſes of the 
Low Country, Their number is 350. They are ſure-footed, 
full of ſpirit, and can endure incredible fatigue, 

Black 
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Black Cattle.—The breed of black cattle is, in general, in. 


ferior in ſhape and pile to the Argyll-ſhire or Iſle of Sky cows, 
but ſuperior to thoſe, in the low parts of the north of Scot. 
and, Their number is about 2400. When properly ted, 
they give plenty of milk, and bring between 51. and 61, a 
piece, in the market, 


Sheep and Goats.—About 20 years ago, the farmers began 
to ſtock with ſheep. At that time, the number of ſheep was 
xc00; now it is 18,000, all of the black- faced kind. They 
are generally ſmeared in the beginning of winter. The lambs 
are often attacked, on the approach of their firſt winter, by the 
braxy, a diſeaſe which ſeems to be of the nature of the gaſtritis, 
Goats are not ſo numerous as formerly. 


Wild Puadrupeds and Birds.—Red deer come here for food 
and tnelter in ſevere winters. Roes breed in our woods. 
Hares, rabbits, foxes, wild cats, badgers, otters, moles, pole- 
cats, weaftes, and black martins, are alſo to be found here. 
Our domeſtic, migratory, and water fowls, and birds under the 
denomination of game, are the ſame as in other places of this 
country, as well as our birds of prey. 


#i/h.—Salmon are found in the Teath, and in the northern 
dranch thereof, all the way to Balquhidder. They are more 
rare in the ſouthern branch, owing probably to the large pikes 
in Lech Vennachor and Loch Achray, which are enemies to 
other filh. Trouts abound in all the lakes and fireams of this 
pariſh ; and pars in every ſtream. Mbitlinge, which ſome 
filnermen ſay are young falmon, and which others reckon a 
diftin& ſpecies of trout, are common in the Teath, in July and 
Auguſt, Char have been diſcovered in Lochlubnaig; and, 
when pickled, are found to equal any from the lakes in the 

| north 
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north of England. They live in the bottom of deep waters, and 
cannot eaſily be caught, without the ſeine or net. The Englith 
char have two rows of ſpots upon their ſides; thoſe of Loch- 
lubnaig only one. They are alſo found in ſome other lakes in 
the neighbourhood. Pikes or jacks are very numerous in 
Loch Vennachoir and Loch Achray, in the ſouthern branch 
of the Teath, and in ſome ſtagnant pools near Callander. They 
grow to a large fize, and are frequently caught weighing from 
12 lb. to 20 lb., of 16 ounces, each. They may be taken at 
all ſeaſons with bait, for which par are eſteemed beſt; hut 
they are moſt eſteemed in June, July and Auguſt. Zelt are 
in all the ſtill waters where the bottom is muddy. Minnows 
are rather ſcarce, being probably devoured by the larger fith. - 


Pearls. [n the Teath are found conſiderable quantities of 
muſcles, which ſome years ago, afforded great profit to thoſe 
who fiſhed them, by the pearls they contained, which were ſold 
at high prices. The pearls were eſtee med in proportion to 
the gloſſy fineneſs of their luſtre, their ſize, and ſhape. Some 
of the country people made 100l. in a ſeaſon, by that em- 
ployment. This lucrative fiſhery was ſoon exhauſted ; and 
it will require a confiderable time before it can be reſumed 
with profit, becauſe none but the old ſhells, which are erock- 
ed in the ſhape of a new moon, produce pearls of any value. 


Pearl Fiſhery, —They are fiſlied with a Kind of ſpear, con- 
filing of a long thatt, and ſnod at the point with two iron 
ſpoons, having their mouths inverted ; their handles are long 
and elaſtic, and joined at the extremity, which is formed into 
a ſocket, to receive the ſhaft, With this machine in his hand, 
by way of ſtaff, the fiſher, being often up to the chin in water, 
gropes with his feet for the muſcles, which are fixed in the 
mud and ſand by one end, preſſes down the iron fpoons upon 

their 
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their point ; ſo that by the ſpring in the handles, they open 


to receive the muſcle, hold it faſt, and pull it up to the ſur- 


face of the water. He has a pouch ot bag of net work hang. 
ing by his fide, to carry the muſcles till he come aſhore, where 
they are opened. The operation is much eaſier in ſhallow water, 


Trees. The oak is the moſt numerous and the moſt valu- 
able of our trees. Our oak woods bring, at an average, about 
1 5, oool., at every cutting, to the different proprietors, once 
in 24 or 25 years. The oak bark is generally ſold to the 
tanners, on the Frith of Forth; at from 18. 2d. to 18. 6d. per 
ſtone. Our oak woods have lately been peeled to the ground, 
and no viſible bad conſequence has followed that practice; 
whereas formerly, they were only peeled to the ax or place 
where the tree is cut. The alder and the aſh abound here. 
We have bird cherry, willows of various kinds, and mountain 
aſh. The bark of the two laſt is uſed in tanning leather, a- 
long with oak bark. The bark of the latter is a powerful 
aſtringent, and is ſaid not to be much inferior to the Peruvian 
bark. Our moſt numerous and extenfive plantations are of 
Scotch fir, or pine. Although there are whole foreſts of this 
ſpecies, which grow naturally in the north of Scotland, yet, 
on the ſouth fide of the Tay, few or none are to be found 
planted by the hand of nature. Larch thrives exceedingly well, 
and grows much taller than any other timber we have. Spruce 
firs, ſilver firs, New-England pines, elms, beeches, walnuts, 
ſweet cheſnuts, horſe cheſnuts, white poplars, balſam poplars, 
aſpens, laburnums and hollies, have been planted here, and thrives 
well. The laurel (laurus ncbilis) bears well the ſeverity of 
the winters, and flowers every year. The ſhrubs and under- 
wood of this pariſh are much the ſame with thoſe around it. 


Grain.—In this pariſh two kinds of oats are cultivated ; 
early oats, which yield leſs meal ; and the late, or old Scotch 
| 6 | oats; 
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bats; which generally yield a boll of meal for every boll of 
grain. Barley is the moſt valuable crop raiſed by the farmers 
in this diſtri. That which has two rows in the ear is the 
beſt grain, and is commonly called barley ; that which conſiſts 
of four rows, is more prolific in light ſoils, and affords more 
bolls upon an acre: The Ruſſian barley of ſix rows, and the 
naked or Siberian barley, have been tried, but have fallen into 
diſuſe, on account of the fmallneſs of their profit, and the bad- 
neſs of the ſtraw. 


Green Crops, &c. We have two kinds of peaſe; the one 
early, and the other late. Wheat is not much cultivated, 
Flax is raiſed in conſiderable quantities, and makes good re- 
turns. - Potatoes are cultivated to a great extent ; and have 
very much ſupplanted the tutnips as a fallow, where barley and 
graſs ſeeds are to be ſown for the ſucceeding crop. The graſſes 
ſown are rye-graſs, red, white, and ſometimes yellow clover, 
and narrow plantane or rib graſs. 


Agriculture. Thie ſoil of this country is by no means rich; 
but it is capable of great improvement, and makes good re- 
turns. The ſtyle of the farmers houſes is much improved 
within theſe 20 years. In this diſtri& the farmers often plow 
their ground with two horſes, which the plonghman drives 
and manages with long reins. In ſome caſes we ſee 4 horſes 
yoked in a long plough, and a boy driving them; and even 
the broad plough, with 4 horſes yoked abreaſt, is not entirely 
exploded. In ftony ground the Scotch plough is preferred ; 
but in other land, the farmers generally uſe curved mold 
boards, ſmall ſocks fixed upon an iron ſole, and regulate the 
draught entirely by tlie muzzle. The harrows are common, 
except that in ſome caſes they ufe large breakers, with teeth 
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wedge put in acroſs, where the land is ſtiff and coarſe. The” 


manures are of the uſual ſort. No marl has hitherto been diſc: 


covered; but we uſe plenty of lime. 


Mills, Ce. - We have 2 lint mills, 4 meal mills, 1 for bruiſ- 
ing lint and rapeſeed, 1 fulling mill for woollen cloth, and 1 


threſhing mill for grain; and 3 kilns, with yetling, or caſt iron 


floors, for drying grain. 


Improve ments. One material regulation, which tendea 
greatly to the improvement of this country, was dividing the 
large farms into as many lots or diviſions as there were te- 
nants, and ſe:ting down every man on his own lot, inſtead of 
having two or three ploughgates, all run-rig, as formerly. 
By this praQice, the floven was left behind, while the induſtri- 


ous farmer beautified his lot, and enriched himſelf. A great 


extent of new ground has been cultivated, and rendered arable, 
Mr. Buchanan of Cambuſmore has at preſent rich graſs or 


corns on ſeveral hundreds of acres, where heath, knee deep, - 


uſed to grow. 


Mild Plants. — The moſt obnoxious weeds are thiſtles, (er- 
ratula), wild muſtard, dock, ſpurry (fþergula ar venſis), bi- 


Mop- weed, cow-parſnip, fitches (vicca ſepium), cow-thiſtle, 
mugwort, colts foot, or tuſſilago, triticum repens, avena ſterilis, 


daitylis glomerata. The principal officinal herb is the 2a 
zr;fi, which grows in great abundance on the face of the hill 
above Stronedragon, in Brea-Leney. Several others are to 
he found, which are common almoſt every where in Scotland. 
— This pariſh affords a good field for the botaniſt. A great 
variety of Jplattinums, niniums, br yums, hypnums, lichens, 
junger mannias, tremillas, agarict, voleti, and other fungi, are 


to be found. No plant, except what belongs to the claſs- 
Cryptogamia, 
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Cryptogamia, has been diſcoyered, but what 1s deſcribed by 
Mr. LiGHTFoor in his Flora Scotica. 


Seed Time and Harveſt. Our ſeed time is regulated by the 
ſeaſon. Oats and peafe are generally ſown about the begin- 
ning of April, and flax-ſeed towards the latter end of it. Po- 
tatoes are planted about the beginning of May; the barley, 
with or without graſs ſeeds, about the middle of May; turnips 
in June. The flax is pulled about Lammas, or the middle of 
Auguſt; the barley is reaped by the beginning of September; 


the oats and late peaſe about the middle, and towards the end 


of that month. The late potatoes are ripe about the ſame 
time; yams a little later; but the early potatoes are ready 


in July *. 


Prices of Grain, Proviſiuns and Labour, —The barley is 
generally ſold at from 15s. to 18s. per boll, Linlithgow mea- 
ſure; the oats from 138. 4d. to 16s.; the ſown hay at 6d. and the 
bog hay at zd. per ſtone, Butcher meat ſells at from 3d. to 
Ad. per Ib., according to its quality and the ſeaſon of the year. 
Lamb generally brings.a higher price. A man ſervant, who 
is maſter of his buſineſs, is hired at 71. or 81. Sterling, and a 
maid ſervant at zl. a year f. Day-labourers receive 1s. a day. 
The prices of labour, of poultry, of butcher meat, of butter and 
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® N.B. In the original account of the pariſh of Callander, theſe and other ar- 
ticles were ſtated at greater length; but the author being now employed at the 
defire of the BOARD or AGRICULTURE, to draw up a general view of the 
preſent ſtate of the ſtock and huſbandry of Strathern, and the ſouthern parts of 
Perthikire, has conſiderably abridged them here; as his remarks on the cx/- 
tivation of the ground, the nature of the grains, the improvement of the breed 
of cattle, and the management of woods, &c. will appear, with equal propriety, 
in that publication; and the ſize of this paper will conſequentiy be brought 
within as moderate bounds as poſſible. 5 
+ About 20 years ago, a man ſervant, of the fame qualifications, was got for 
J., and a female ſervant for 11. 15s. per annum; and, about 30 years ago, the 
former got 31., and the latter only 248. a year: Labourers 6d, a day. 
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of cheeſe, and the wages of ſervants, are tripled, in this coun. 
try, within theſe 40 years: partly owing to the improved 
ſtate of the country, and partly to the influx of money from 
the Eaſt Indies. This riſe in the articles of living does not 
affect the landed intereſt, becauſe their rents rife in propor- 
tion; neither does it materially affect labourers, manufacturers, 
or farmers, becauſe the prices of their labour, and of their 
commodities, riſe in the ſame degree; but to individuals, or to 
claſſes of men who live upon ſtated annuities, ſuch as the mini- 
fters of the Eſtabliſhed Church, theſe are ſerious matters. The 
fame domeſtic expence, which they could eaſily have ſupported 
about 40 years ago, upon an income of Fol., cannot, at this 
day, be ſupported upon thrice that income. They muſt there. 
fore fall back daily in the ſcale of ſociety : And there is no 
remedy, unleſs the Court of Teinds are pleaſed to adopt an- 
other mode of procedure, by opening decreets, at ſhorter inter. 
vals, or the Legiſlature to interfere, to reſcue them from pes 
nury, which always begets contempt, 


Manufatures, &c.—There are no ſervices exaQted from the 
farmers in any part of this pariſh. There are no manufac 
tures upon extenſive plans, or earried on * companies, upon 
a joint ſtock. Woollen and linen yarn is much ſpun by the 
poor, for ſale. The carpet manufacturers in Stirling buy up 
the woollen, and the Glaſgow manufacturers the linen yarn, 
The ſeryants, and the children of farmers are all employed, 
(when they have no labour in the fields), in ſpinning theſe 
kinds of yarn, partly for ſale, and partly for their own uſe. 
All that is wanted, to eſtabliſh manufactures here, is a proper 
plan, and ſome perſon or company of credit to be undertakers. 
Wool has become the ſtaple of this country of late years. We 
have alſo fine ſtreams to drive machinery, of any weight 
neceſſary in the linen or cotton buſineſs, and plenty of proper 
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fields, and the ſofteſt water for bleaching cloth. And if 2 
perſon of knowledge, in any of theſe branches, and otherwiſe 
of a good character, were to offer his ſervices, it is well 
known, that Mr. Drummond of Perth would meet his wiſhes ; 
by affordiug him every accommodation, and by aſſiſting him 
otherwiſe, on reaſonable terms, 


Police, —The gentlemen are very attentive to the police of 
the country, as far as the preſent influence or interpretation 
of the law renders their endeavours ſucceſsful. Yet there are 
many petty crimes which muſt finally paſs with impunity, 


which are very hurtful to ſociety, becauſe they do not incur 


the higher penalties of the law ; crimes, hurtful to ſociety and 
contagious in a high degree, which ſcarcely come within the de- 


ſcription of a breach of the peace, which neither the public pro- 


ſecutor for the crown, nor any private proſecutor have any con- 
cern with; and if a magiſtrate ſhall be ſo public ſpirited, as, out 
of regard to the morals of the people, to commit perſons guilty 
of theſe crimes, he generally gets the conſtables to pay out of his 
own pocket, for his pains ; and theſe corrupters of ſociety return, 
in a few days, with a brazen countenance, more hardened in 
vice, and more intent upon corrupting others, than they were 
before *. 


Inn and Ale-Houſes.—There is an inn at the village of Cal. 
lander, which is very well kept, and, to encourage the land- 
lord to be careful to accommodate the public, Mr. Drummond 


of 


* His Majeſty's pious proclamation for the orderly behaviour of his ſubjects, 
wanted only the interpoſition of the Legiſlature to render it effectual. A bride- 
well is far preferable to the ſhame of the pillory, to thoſe who cannot bluſh, 
and to the terrers of a jail, to thoſe who have either the ingenuity to keep 
within the law, and elude its penalties, or who have no' reluctance to be ſup- 
ported at the expence of the public. 
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of Perth pays the duty of a poſt chaiſe for ſome time. We 
have many ale-houſes, ot rather d:am-houſes. What a pity, 
that theſe ſinks of iniquity ſhould have ſuch unbounded liberty, 
where the morals of the pcople are corrupted, their conſtitu- 
tions ruined, and their fubſtauce ſquandered away“! 


Roads and Bridges, Our roads are in tolerable order, con- 
ſidering their number. Our itatate ſeryice is partly commut- 
ed, and partly exacted iu labour, as the gentlemen ſee the pro- 
bability of its turning out to the beſt account. Several bridges 
Have been lately erected, and are properly taken care of. We 
owe much of our convenience in this re'p2 to the funds of 
the aunexed eſtates, and to the public ipirit of the country at 
large. | 


Antiquities. — The charter of the family of Leney, which, 
at preſent, is repreſented by Mc Hamilton of Bardowie, is 
very ſingular. ALEXANDER II., on the 25th of October, in 
the 23d year of his reign, which correſponds to the 1237 year 
of the Chriſtian gra, confirmed by a written charter, Mano de 
Lam et Mar garitæ de Lani, the poſſeſſion of this eliate, which 
had been formerly granted by king CaLEivs to Guleſpic 
Moir de Lani, militi, to be held, virtute Gladii purvi. This 
charter is not only a curioſity for its antiquity, but it appears 

from 


* The licences to retail ſpirits are too eaſily obtained. While many taxes, 
which fall very heavy on the poor and induſtrious, are necefſary for the ſupport 
of the public expence, theſe tippling houſes, in a great meaſure, go /cart free, 
There is perhaps as much duty laid on the malt, and on diſtillery, as they can 
bear and be productive; but the retailers of ſpirits, in /ow how/esi, are very 
tenderly dealt with. A guinea or two, upon every licence to ſell ſpirits of any 
kind, and in any quantity, and upon any road, would bring a prodigious reve- 
nue to government, and amend the morals of the people. And it is better in 
all caſes to prevent, than to puniſh crimes. Dramming is not only a luxury 
but a pernicious luxury. Many of our luxuries have a tendency to make us 
more induſtrious ; but when will the ſeller or drinker of drams be induſtrious? 
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from it, that the feudal ſyſtem then prevailed in Scotland; be- 
cauſe the charter, taking notice of a former reſignation, ſays, 
that it was made per ſuſtim et Baculum, which are the ſym- 
bols uſed in reſignations at the preſent time . There is in 
the farm of Acbinlaiob, a circular rampart, on the ſummit of 
a riſing ground, and in the vicinity of a deep chaſm formed by 
the burn of Kelty f. This fortification is ſurrounded only by 
a fingle ditch and mound of earth, and appears to have been a 
place of no great ſecurity; were it not, that the adjacent 
ground ſlopes ſrom it in every direction, and that the wild glen 
behind it, where the water can ſcarcely be ſeen, for projecting 
rocks and hanging trees, afforded, at all times, a near and ſafe 
retreat . | | 
There is another fortification, of the fame nature, on the 
top of the Dun above Bochaſtle; except that it is of leſs ex- 


tent. 


This charter alſo proves, that the date of royal charters was not, in thoſe 
ages, aſcertained by the year of God, but by the year of the king's reign; 
which was the practice of the Jews, who referred toa particular yearof the king's 
reign, as well as of the Romans, who referred to the conſulſhip of particular 
perſons; and likewiſe, that more ancient grants were, in the ſimplicity of theſe 
ages, proved by the poſſeſſion of particular relies; ſuch as the gladius parvus, 
which is of filver, having ſome hieroglyphic figures, probably deſcriptive of the 
proweſs of Gilleſpic Moir, on one fide, and his name, in Gothic characters, on 


the other. 
+ Kelty is a name given to rapid waters, in many parts of the world, and in 


different languages. 

N. B. This name ſignifies the 70% or deſiruction which theſe torrents, riſing 
ſo ſuddenly, bring on every creature, and every thing in their way: Smooth. 
waters are never called Kelty. There is a Kelty in Strathern, and another in 
Abyſſinia. 

It this fortification be of Daniſh conſtruction, theie rovers muſt have uſed 
it for fear of the Caledonians, whoſe country they had invaded : for they ſeldom 
ſuffered intruders to poſſeſs their lands quietly, or to leave them with impunity. 
But if it was uſed” by the natives, it was probably intended, not only to ſecure 
their perſons from inſult, but their cattle from depredation; which purpoſe it 
was well calculated, from its extent, to ſerve. 
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tent, and has three tire of ditches and mounds, which ſeem to 
have been erected with more care, becauſe the earth of each 
mound is ſtrengthened and ſecured by ſtones, from falling back 
into the ditches. This ſituation is choſen with conſum- 
mate art, is incommoded by no elevated ground, commands 
an extenſive profpe&, and, in caſe of a blockade, has a reſer- 
voir, in the middle, to retain water from the elouds *. 

There are the remains of an old caſtle at the manſe of Callan. 
der, which was built or repaired in 1596, by Livingſton, Earl 
of Linlithgow. It was a ſquare tower of conſiderable height; 
in the conſtruction of which, ſtrength rather than elegance 


was ſtudied. There is a tract of fine land in this neighbour. 


hood, called the Barony of Callander, which was once the pro- 
perty of the CALLANDERS of Callander, and continued: for 
many 


* This ſtrong hold ſeems to have been erected, not only for the protection of 


the inhabitants, when they were actually invaded, but as a watch tower, to 
give the alarm in the proſpect of danger. It commands the moſt extenſive 
view towards the E. and is well ſeen from Dunn1t, near Stirling, which place, 
from its name, Dun-ma- it, (contracted for Dun-ma-chit, the hill of the 
good proſpect), and, from its ſituation, may have been another poſt for alarming 
the people; and Dunmait may have got the ſignal of danger from ſome other 
place farther E. There are, in many valleys, which ſtretch into the Grampians, 
not only from the champaign country in the E. of Scotland, from which quarter 
an attack was, for ſeveral reaſons, generally made, but in all other directions, 
the veſtiges of watch towers, of rude workmanſhip, to be found. They were 
ſituated not far from the dwellings of ſome of the inhabitants, on the face of 
the hills, and placed zigzag from the one fide of a valley to the other, and 
running generally far into the country. By means of fire lighted on theſe 
towers, the whole inhabitants could be alarmed, te a great diſtance, in a few 
minutes. | ; 

In Breadalbane, there ate three of theſe, one at each end of Loch-Tay, on 
the S. ſide, and one-about the middle, on the N.; by means of which all the 
people in that tract of country, from Benmore to Weem, conſiſting of near 40 
miles, could be put on their guard, on any ſudden emergency ; and it is likely 
that other fimilar poſts communicated with theſe, down to Dunkeld, or far- 
ther. 


. 
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Wany ages in that family. It was forfeited in the reign of 


James I. or II., and given to the Livingſtons, who were aſter- 
wards created earls, by that title. They either enlarged or 
rebuilt the caſtle“, and inſcribed the name of their own fa- 
mily, and the year, on the door-head. This land was ſold to 
the family of PERTH, about the year 1636, in whoſe poſſeſ- 
ſion it now remains. 

There is, in the plain of Bochaſtle, an artificial bank +, in 
a ſtraight line, of the length of 60 paces. It has the appear- 
ance of a tire or two of ſeats, on the W. fide, for the accom- 
modation of ſpectators, with butts at each end. There is a 
eurious conical hill or monat, at Callander, where the old 
church ſtood f. This mount, which ſeems to be artificial, is 

Vor. XJ. 4 H called 


e This caſtle was moſtly taken down in 1739, to build a mill and a dam 
dike ; and the remainder was ſo much undermined by theſe mutilations, that it 
fell down about 17 years ago. The preſent manſe was built out of theſe ruins. 
The cement was ſo ſtrong, that the ſtones would break before the fragments 
could be torn aſunder. Oyſter ſhells were found in abundance, buried about 
the foot of the caſtle, which ſhows that no quarry lime was then diſcovered, at 
leaſt in this part of the kingdom. From this early practice of uſing calcined 
ſhells for mortar, the burnt lime-ſtone is ftill called e is. And it is probable, 
that the ſtrong band which took place, and is ſo much admired in old buildings, 
is not owing to any intrinſic or ſuperior quality in the lime of theſe times; but 
to the precaution of pouring, into every courſe of the wall, liquid mortar, & 
new flacked lime, while the building was going on. The calcined ſhells were 
carefully kept from rain or moiſture, under a proper cover, and taken in ſmall 
quantities at a time, which were ſucceſſively ſlacked and ſanded for immediate 
uſe. | 


+ Some perſons allege, that this bank, and a fimilar one on the oppoſite fide 
of the Dun, and almoſt at equal diſtances from it, were lines of approach to re- 
duce the fort; but the country had no weapon of offence, at that * that 
could make any execution at ſo great diſtance. 


4 This beautiful hill has acquired additional celebrity, by being choſen ww 
the 
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ealled ToM-MA-CHESSAIG, the HH. or Sr. K Ess Ard; and; 
according to tradition, was uſed ſor butts, where the people, 
upon Sabbath evenings, exercifed themſelves with their bows 
and arrows, according to an ancient Scotch law for that pur- 
poſe *. There is another hill, larger than Tom-ma- chefſaig, at 
Little Leney, where Norie's Chapet ſtood, which is ſtill uſed 
as a cemetery by thoſe of the name of Buchanan f. 

Near the village of Callander, there is a bank, incloſing a- 
bout 4 aeres of ground, the river ſorming one ſide, which is 
called the Roman Camp; but notwithſtanding the name which 
this place has obtained, (only indeed of late), there is nothing 
about it which reſembles ſuch a work of the Romans. The 
Roman camps were drawa with ſtraight lines and right angles: 

Fhere 


the ſite of a bonſire, in 1784, by the gentlemen of this country; and the tenants 
en this part of the eſtate of Perth, to teſtify their joy when the property was 
reſtored to that family, who have ſhown themſelves, not only ſo worthy of having 
got the eſtate, but likewiſe of ſeon getting the honours ef that ancient family 
reſtored. 


* About many old churches we ſce the remains of yew trees, of which the 
bows were made. Out cf reſpect to the tutelar ſaint of this place, who certain- 
ly would be ſappoſcd to witneſs the exerciſe, the different candidates would ex- 
ert theraſclves to the utmoſt, to carry the palm of victory. 


+ Our fathers had an uncommon predeliction for building their churches, 
and having their burying ground in places furrounde& with waters, and often in- 
acceſſible by reaſon of the floods. Yet we ought not to judge raſhly of their 
conduct; for mankind, in general, ſeem, at every period, to have reaſoned with 
the ſame degree of accuracy, and exerted- the ſame penetration, concerning 
their own ſituation, independent of the uſe of letters. In the earlier ſtages of 
ſociety, man had a hoſt of foes to contend-againit ; and the tribes of carnivorous 
beadts, which might be afraid to attack him when alive, would often, when ſti- 
mulated by the cravings of a voracious appetite, attack the manſions of the 
dead, and difturb the repoſe of man even in the lonely grave. And if mankind 
found it necefiary to have theſe places of ſecurity, to protect their bones fram 


the ravages of wolves, baars, and other beaſts of prey, they would naturally, 


be led to conſecrate a place, for the worſhip of the Deity, near to their burying 
Found. 
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There is neither the one nor the other here; no ditch or fofſs. 
The bank itſelf has a great deal of more earth, than any mound 
that ſurrounds any Roman camp, in this part of the world; 
and therefore altogether unneceſſary for reſiſting any mode of 
attack, which was practiſed at the time the Romans paid their 
viſit to this country, It is a beautiful waving bank, formed 
by the hand of nature, covered with a variety of trees, and 
ſbrubery, and having a well dreſſed terrace on the ſummit, 
whoſe ſucceſſive curvatures, whoſe waving ſwells and hollows, 
put the preſent poſſeſſor, Captain Fairfoul, in mind of the roll. 
ing waves in the Bay of Biſcay, There are ſeveral ſuch banks 
on either ſide of the river, both above and below that place; al- 
though they have not attracted the notice of mankind, by being 
covered with wood, nor winding in ſuch beautiful meanders, 
A Daniſh coffin of ſtone, conſiſting of 6 rude flags, 4 of which 
were oblong, and of the length of a human body, and a ſquare 
one at each end, was lately found at Callander, in widening the 
public road. Theſe ſtone coffins are diſovered in many parts 
of Scotland *. 


Eminent Men. — The moſt learned perſon, who is known to. 
have belonged to this pariſh, is Dr, Francis Bucuanan, at 
preſent in the Eaſt Indies. In claſſical and medical knowledge 
he has few equals, and is well acquainted with the whole ſyſ- 
tem of nature, Many other young men, bred and educated 


here, have gone abroad to ſeveral parts of the world, and have: 


proved & credit to their country. 


Language. The language ſpoken by perfons of rank and 


of liberal education, is Englith; but the language of the lower 


H 2 ele ſſes 


Some of them were got about a mile W. from the bridge of Linlithgow, 
at the ſame time with this one at Callander, by people engaged in a ſimilar 
operation, 
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claſſes is Gaelic. It would be almoſt unneceſſary to ſay any 
thing of this language to thoſe who underſtand it. They know i its 
energy and power; the eaſe with which it is compounded; 
the boldneſs of its figures; its majeſty, in addreſſing the 


Deity ; and its tenderneſs in expreſſing the fineſt feelings of 


the haman heart. But its genius and, conſtitution, the ſtruc. 
ture of its nouns and verbs, and the affinity it has to ſome 
other languages, are not ſo much attended to. Theſe point. 
at a very remote zra, and would ſeem to deduce the origin 


of this language from a very high antiquity," . 


The, 


The etymology of every farm and hill in this country is Gaelic, and is 


deſcriptive of their ſituation, or of ſome other peculiar quality : A few of theſe 
ſball only be given, becauſe diiquifitions of this nature may appear tireſome to 


thoſe who have no knowledge of the language, while they afford amuſement and 


information to others. Any Gaelic words, that occur, are ſpelled according to 


the Engliſh orthography, to render them legible by Engliſh readers. 
Leney, in Gaelic Lu- ub, i. e. full of wood. The plains of Leney were 


formerly covered with ſtately alders, the ſkirts of the hills with oaks, the front 
and brow of the hills and glens with birches. The alders and birches have 


moſtly diſappeared ; the oak woods are preſerved. 

Laoir, a hoof, or rather, in the Scotch dialect, a cute, which ſignifies a ſingle 
hoof of an animal that has the hoofs cloven. This, and other places of that 
name, exactly reſemble that part of the animal, being encompaſſed by two ri- 
vulets, the one running in a ſtreight, and the other in a curve line, forming a 
very acute angle at the point where they meet, 

 Kilmahog, in Gaelic Kil-ma-chug, i. e. the cell of St. Hog, or Chig. The 

Seftival of St. Chig, is the 26th day of November, which is à cattle market in 
T —_— the birch hill. 

Ane y, 4-n-eih, the ford of deer, where they paſſed from the foreſt of Glen. 


fiplas to the foreſt of Glenertney. 
Ardbullary, 3 rui), the /bealing, with a * at its back, 
3 3 L 2 


Glengyle, INES the forked glen. 
". PDR I 2 2 I 


Coil-chra, Coil-chro, the wood of nuts. This is the largeſt hazle wood in 
this country, and might, at a very ſmall expence, be converted into an. Ak 
vod. This, and moſt other hazle woods, are interſperſed with ſtraggling 


oaks, 
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The verbs of the GaxLic language have only three tenſes, 
which is the ſimpleſt, and moſt natural diviſion of time. Fhe 
perfeQ 


oaks, and oak woods are generally interſperſed with hazle ; which ſhows that 
both of theſe timbers delight in the ſame ſoil and expoſure. 

Ard-mac-miiin, the height for the brood of ſubſtance, or cattle. The moſt 

of the people's riches conſiſted in cattle, when this place got its name. e 

Stron-garv-altry, the noj? at the rough or rapid brook. A bold promontary 

projects into Loch-Catherine, at this place, and a torrent ruſhes along its baſe 


: into the lake. 


Edir-a-leachdach, between the two brooks of flags. This farm is bounded 
on both ſides by rivulets, which run moſtly upon ſmooth rock, or large flags. 

Le- tir, the half of the land. This is a very common name in the High- 
lands, and is applicable to places on a gentle declivity, bounded above by 
a ridge, which runs acroſs the head of the farm. From this ridge there is 
a gradual ſlope to the boundary below, which is generally ſtagnant or 
running water. There is no doubt of ir and terra being originally the ſame 
word; but which of theſe is the original, may not perhaps be ſo univerſally al- 
lowed. To prevent the ridicule of the half-thinking part of mankind, who 
judge from prejudices, and without due enquiry, is at all times a deſirable ob- 
jet; but when truth ſpeaks, her voice mutt finally prevail. This ſubject will 
occur afterwards; at preſent let it ſuffice to obſerve, that the ancient Scythians, 
who ſpoke the Celtic language, of which the Gaelic is a dialect, were a great 
and warlike people, long before Rome was built, or its fuunder born; and that 
this dialect of the Celtic has, in its conſtitution, a much nearer affinity to lan- 
guages, which are acknowledged to be more ancient than Greek or Latin, than 
it has either to theſe, or to any other language of a modern date. Its conftruc.. 
tion, its genius, and its power, bear the evident marks of a very remote ori- 
F | | 
Brea-n-choil, above the wocd. This wood, which is alſo called Trofachs, 
KL roughneſs, is of a particular kind, and exhibits a moſt romantic ſcene, 
which is deſcribed above. 

' Ard-ken-knockan, the height at the end of the hit. 
Glen-fin-glaſs, the fair green glen ; a foreſt be belangivg to the Earl of Moray, 
3 18 2 | 
remarkable for one of the largeſt tracts of green paſture to be met with in-the 
Grampians. It is called Fin-glaſs, becauſe long graſs, which is green in ſummer, 
acquires a bleached and white appearance by the winter ſtorms. 
Ach-na-hard, the feld vf the height. Ah i is always applicd to a horizontal 
b 
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perfect tenſe ſeems to be the root of the verb; the perfect 
and future are regular, or found in the verb itſelf ; the pre- 
ſent 


Geld of ſome extent, and is a very common name given to places in the High. 


is applied indiſcriminately to a heap of earth, or of houſes, collected together, 
Hence the names of our moſt ancient towns; ſuch as Dun-barton, Dun-dee, 
Dun-edin, or the dun on the face of a hill, ( Edinburgh, &c.) This is the only 
name of that city in the ancient language of Scotland. 

Offerans, in Gaelic, Oir-roin, the fide of the point. This name is generally 
given to places at the fide of à river, where it either runs into the head of a 
lake, or falls into another river ; and the incloſed land between the two rivers 
is called Roſs, which is a very common word. Roſs-ſhire is ſo called from 
its being bounded by the two rivers, which fall into the Moray Frith, and that 
of Dernoch. Fife was anciently called Roſs for a ſimilar reaſon, as well as 
Kinroſs, Roflyn, Roſdui, and the Roſs at Lochlomin, &c. &c, 

Len-rick, in Gaelic La-rig, contracted for Lav- riſg. or Lav-ri-uiſg, a place 
near water. The Lenricks are always ſituated by running or ſtagnant water, 
put generally by the former, becauſe uiſ was a name for a ſmall river. 

N. B. Neſs ſignifies the ſame thing in the Norle language; as Inverneſs, Bu- 
channefs, Blackneſs, &c. 

Port- an- eilean, the harbour of the i and. In an iſland of Lochvennachoir, 
oppoſite to this farm, there has been a caſtle, a place of ſtrength, and conſequent- 
ly the inhabitants came aſhore from their ſtrong hold, on this farm. Port is 
evidently the ſame word with the Latin portzs, and has the ſame ſignification. 

Tar-an-diin, the groin of the hill. Immediately above this place, there is a 
conical dun or hill, which hangs over it, and on the top of the dam there has 
been a fortification. OS 

Bo- chaſtle, or Mo-chaſter : The firſt name Gignifies the town of the caſtle, the 
ſecond the plain of the caſtle or fortification ; alluding to the dun mentioned in 
the former article, and the extenſive plain, on which the farm town is fituated. 
The Aberigines of this country had no other name far a place of ſtrength, except 
caiſtal or caſter, which is evidently ſynonymous with the caſtellum and caftra et 
the Romans. There are alſo many compounded names of places in England, 
of which cefter makes a part. It is however probable, that theſe places had 
ſuch names before the invaſion of Juĩ ius Cxsax, becauſe the iſland was well 
peopled, and becauſe the inhabitants, but more eſpecially the Caledonians, had 
not ſuch reſpect for theſe plunderers of the world, or ſuch W of their 


language, as to borrow the names of places from them. 4 
. Gar- 


Dun-craggan, the mount of the rock. Dun literally ſignifies a heap, and 


ſe 
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ſent tenſe is made up of the preſent participle, and the preſent 


af 
* 
t Car- chon ie, or Gar-choine, the incloſure of lamentation, from a bloody battle 
between two clans, of which the tradition is ſill freſh in the country. | | 
. Ach-an-lavich, the fietd of the induſtrious. There are great cairns, of | 
heaps of field tones, gathered off the arable ground, which, at the preſent rate | 
15 of wages, would have coſt nearly the price of the farm. * 
. Gart, the field. Gart fignifies an arable field of ſome extent. Gartean is | | 
, the diminutive. Both names are much uſed in the Highlands. | | 
y Ari-vurt-cheardich, the ſbealling of the Moravian tinker, Every . of 1 
this country, in the early ages, abounded in wood, and chere are veſtiges, in ; 
y many parts, of furnaces, where caſt iron was either made, or ſmelted, and formed | 
L into rude implements, which were neceſſary for the uſe of the inhabitants. | 
s If we allow the authenticity of what ScoT of Scotſtarvet ſays, in his | 
1 Hiſtory of Scotland, that the county of Moray was ſo named from a num- Wh. 
t ber of Moravians who ſettled there, and that they were an active and in- | 
$ genious people, theſe Germans very probably imported the art of working 


in caſt iron, practiſed it themſelves, and went up and down through the coun- 
try, teaching their art to the inhabitants : Amd in tke intervals of peace, when 
national induſtry was encouraged: by the ftate, conſidering the difficulty of get - 
ting iron from abroad, ſome of them might have been ſettled by government, 
at Ari-vuri-cheardich. The Gaelic always applies the word which ſignifies | 
finker, to one who works in caſt iron; and che word which ſignifies a /mith, to | 
one who works in iron that is malleable. 1 


Broc-lan, full of badgers, a farm where theſe animals {till abound. 
F 2 2 I 


Fineax, a peak riſing behind the Troſachs, which ſeems to be alf 
that remains, in its original fituation, of the mountain from which the 
Troſachs were formed. It is very fingular, from the. ſmallneis of its cir- 
cumference, and the altitude with which it puſhes its head up into the- 
clouds. This word is the diminutive of bein, a mountain. The dimi- 
watives in Gaelic are moſtly formed by adding the ſyllable can, or an, 
to the end of maſculine, and ag to feminine words, with ſometimesa ſmall va- 
ration of the preceding vowels, for ſoftening the ſound. he language of & 
people is always fmooth or rugged, harmonious or harſh, correſponding to the 
taſte of that people for muſic, and to'the nicety of their ear. The Gaelic pays 
particular attention to this circumſtance, although it has the appearance of be- 
ing altogether guttural to a ſtranger : Theſe gutturals are omitted in pronouncing. 
it, being preſerved only, in order to aſcertain the derivation, and point out the 
root ef the word. Some late improvements, attempted in that language, are 
picking out the &ri/lcs, to give it a ſmoother appearance to the eye, without 
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of the auxiliary verb, which ſignifies to be (a); 
The perſons of each tenſe are diſtinguiſhed, net by Fs 
ferent terminations of the verb, but by adding pronominal 
particles to each perſon, both in the ſingular and plural num- 
bers (3). The third perſon ſingular of every tenſe has 
genders; ot admits of a maſculine and feminine particle affix. 
ed'(c). The moods; in a ſtrict ſenſe, are the indicative; the 
imperative, and the infinitive. Some mode of expreſſing what 
3s called the ſubjunctive, muſt be, in every language. In 
Gaelic, it differs from the indicative only by the addition of 
one ſyllable to the verb, and a conjunction before it (d). The 
imperative has no more than the ſecond perſori in both num- 
bers (e). The action of the third perſon is expreſſed by the 
ſubjunctive; whether it implies command or defire (J). 
The infinitive is frequently uſed as a ſubjunctive noun, ex- 
preſſive of the abſtract ſignification of the verb (g). The 
gerunds are expreſſed by the infinitive, and are known by the 
particles being placed before them, which mark the oblique 
eaſes of nouns (5). There is only one conjugation. Gram- 
4 | | marians, 


feming to attend to the conſequence, which will be feebleneſs and obſcufity. 
The ear is never hurt by conſonants, which are not ſounded. The other lan- 
gunges of the north of Europe, and alſo the oriental languages, retain their ra- 
dical conſonants, without which it would be impoſſible to know . meaning 
or derivation. 

(a) The prefect. is, ata-mi * I am writing, or I write. The perfect, 
ſSeriv-mi, I wrote; future, /grivib-mi, I ſhalt write. (5) Sgriv-mi, ſyriv-i, 
feriv-i, ſeriv-fin, / riv-fiv, ſyriv-iad. (c) Sgriv-s, he wrote; ſgriv-i, ſhe 
wrote. (d) Hith-e, chum ſgun ſgriveah-e, he ſat that he might write. (e) 
S$criv-ks, write thou; ſcriv-iv, write ye. (J) Third perſon ſingular, ſcri- 
wveah-z, let him write; third perſon plural, /criveah-iadſan,' let them 
write. (g) The infinitive is, ſrriveah, as, ha mi dot ſcriveah, I am going 
to write; we ſay, ciod an ſcriveah-ſin, what writ or writing is that ?—(Y 
Hz ſcriveah, of writing ; do ſcrivrab, to writing; cham ſeriveah, ad ſcribendum; 
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marians, the moſt learned in thoſe languages which have 
the neareſt affinity to the Gaelic, have exploded every conjuga- 
tion, except one; or have acknowledged, at leaſt, that more 
than one are unneceſſary, becauſe the reſt are only modifica- 
tions of the fame verb, and declined in the fame manner (i). 
There are no more than one declenſion, unleſs we call the 
maſculine words one, and the feminine another. The caſes 
of nouns are marked, not by additional terminations, but by 
different particles, which are peculiar to each caſe, and gene- 
rally a change of the laſt yawel in ſome of the caſes (4). The 
genitive is often known by the conſtruction. When one ſub- 
ſtantive governs another, the accent is put on the laſt ſyllable 
of the preceding word, with ſome change in the vowels ; 
which, without any poſſeſſive particle, ſhows that the follow- 
ing word is underſtood to be in the genitive caſe. Two ſub- 
ſtantives, pronounced with the ſame tone, are of the nomina- 
tive caſe; but the accelerated pronunciation always denotes 
the poſſeſſive. This conſtruction is called by grammarians, 
who treat of it, the ſtatus abſolutus and the ſtatus conſtructus 
of words (J). The degrees of compariſon are formed, not 
by adding certain ſyllables to the end of the adjectives, but by 
placing before them; for the comparative, an indeclinable 


word, fignifying a higher degree of their quality ; and for the 


ſuperlative, either another indeclinable word, denoting their 


higheſt 3 or very frequently @ repetition of the poſi. 
tive (n). 


Vor. _ 


41 General 


te ſeriveah, with writing. (i) Seriv is wrote, the perfect active; and /crive is 
written, the perfect paſſive. (E) Xi, a king: gen. ri, or an / i; dat. do ri; accu. 
ri; voc. o ri; abl. o ri. (1) Ceanri, a king's head; cru: ri, a king's crown. (n) 
Ard, high; nas aird, higher; is aird, higheſt ; ro ard, or ard ard, very high. 
2 More of the characteriſtic features of the Gaclic might have b:en given. 
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General Character. The character of the people is various; 
but, in general, both here and along the eaſtern fide of the Gram- 


| | _ Plans, 


and the examples of each, for the ſake of illuſtration, added; but perhaps to 
ſome perſons, what has been already ſaid may appear too much, while others 
will ſee, in the conſtitution of this language, a very ſtriking affinity to the 
Faſtern languages, in ſome of their moſt diſtinguiſhing peculiarities. Such a 
ſtrong likeneſs, and clear analogy, cannot poſſibly be the effect of chance. To 
the candid, who are at pains to trace it with induſtry and impartiality, it muſt 
infer a near propinquity in theſe languages, and an origin from the ſame ſource. 
This is the manner of reaſoning with regard to the analogy between the ori. 
ental languages themſelves ; and it is univerſally allowed to be conclufive. 
Evidence of this nature, founded on proofs drawn from the fimilarity or the 
derivation of a few words, are generally regarded with . ſome degree of ſuſpi- 
cion; but ſuch a ſtriking analogy, in the very conftitutional and fundamental 
principles of languages, and that in ſo many particulars, is a very different kind 
of proof; and, in all caſes, implies a family ame Ba which" is fairly and fully 
recoznized, and carries conviction to the mind. 

This conviction is ſtrengthened, if it be EY on the N of Ezekiel, Stra- 
bo, Joſephus, Bochart, Diodorus, Czar, Tacitus; and others, (and I know not 
How their teſtimony can be refuſed), that the Celts and Scythians were one 
great people, or that they frequently mixed together, as they advanced in their 
progreſs, and in the neighbourhood of each other, from Afia to the weſtern 
boundaries of Europe; and that they had a near affinity, both of kindred, and 
of language, and manners, being ſprung from Gomer and Magog, the 
grandſons of Noah, by Japhet. Theſe ſons of Japhet were the firſt couſins of 
Eber, the father of the Hebrews. Their family language muſt have been ori- 
ginally the ſame, and their claim to antiquity equally well founded, 

White tribes continue unmixed with people of other tongues, their language 
continues pure: But when empires are overturned, and fierce invaſions take 
Place, the natives and foreigners, the invaded and inyaders, are, in a courſe of 
years, blended together, and their languages, however different, are melted 
down in into one tangue. This has introduced a confuſion into modern lan- 

ages and nations; by their being compounded of different races, and of a 
mixture of different words and idioms, from which more ancient languages 
and an unmixed people are altogether free. 

The emigrations and ſeparations of the ſame people, into different nations _ 
_ tribes, introduces indeed different dialects of the original language, but never 
The mixed language, which follows from a mixture of * peoples and 

: tongues. 
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plans, they are diveſted of the ſullenneſs of thoſe, in the ſame 
rank, who inhabit the champaign country farther E. and S., 
| 1412 | -  - an@ 


tongues. Of theſe facts every perſon can quote inſtarices for himſelf, No great 
tribes of mankind appear ever to have been more jealous of others, or more de- 
ſirous of preſerving themſelves a diftin& people, and every thing diſtin, that 
belonged to them, than the Celts and Hebrews,—But I haſten to drop this ſub- 
je. | N 

The Gaelic, being the language of a people by no means refined, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily appeat as deſecbive as the languages of other nations in the ſame ſtate 
of ſociety. Languages are not invented by philoſophers, and formed from theo- 
ries, nor by nations in the more poliſhed ſtages of ſociety; but by men engaged 
in the buſieſt ſcenes of life, and in the infancy of ſociety. In the rude ages, 
the wants of men are few, and their ideas limited : Their language correſponds 
with their fituation. They have no uſe for words to expreſs, either circumſtauces 
which do not occur, or ideas which they have not acquired. Their language is 
abundantly copious for themſclves. In the progreſs and more refined ſtages of ſo- 
ciety, when arts and ſciences, and commerce and luxury, are introduced, a nation 
muſt have new words to expreſs theſe ; and they generally borrow the words 
and phraſes, from the people who are their inſtructors in the innovations intro- 
duced. They alſo learn, by degrees, to expreſs themſelves with more preciſion, 
even with regard to time: Hence not only a multitude of new words, but a 
greater variety of moods and tenſes, in their verbs. 

Even the Greek and Latin, which are accounted the tnoſt perfect languages, 
and abound in modes of expreſſing time, have fewer original tenſes than one 
would at firſt ſuppoſe, Their compound tenſes are nothing elſe but. certain 
participles, coupled with an auxiliary verb. And theſe compound tenſes in the 
paſhve voice, and ſome of their derived tenſes in the active, together with ſuch 
a variety of moods, were not; in all probability; invented at the time of forming 
the language, but when the language was improved, and while the ſociety was 
advancing from barbariſm to refinement. The ſame ſtructure. takes place in, 
French and Engliſh ; and may be owing to the ſame cauſe. The Greek that 
was ſpoken by Jaſon and his Argonauts, in queſt of the golden fleece, and the 
Latin ſpoken by the Romans, in the Sabine war, may have been as defective, in 
all reſpects, as the Gaelie, in the days of Ofian. This poverty, therefore, is not 
a fault of the language, but the unavoidable lot of every language, ſpoken in 


the ſame ſtate of ſociety. And a language muſt continue for ever harren, when 


books are not written in it, to bring it upon the anvil of the critic, or when the, 
tide of faſhion runs in favour of another language, whenayer the ſtate of ſociety, 
begins to be improved. 
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and of the idleneſs of thoſe, farther N. and W. They have 
not perhaps arrived at the plodding induſtry of the former, 
while they have relinquiſhed much of the pride of the latter, 
They are faſt acquiring the diligence and attention neceſſary 
in the agricultural ſtate of ſociety, and are in a great meaſure 
free from the vices of great towns *®, The people are humane, 


introduced, and the country depopulated to make room for 
ſheep, the inhabitants muſt emigrate, or croud to villages : 
And if villages are increaſed, without due regard to their po- 
hce, their employment, and their manners, it were much better 
for the people, and their country, that they had never ſeen 
2 village, but had remained in the fimplicity of rural life, 


wrapped in their plaids all day long, as their fathers were, on 


the brow of a hill, attending their cattle, and 
fonnets. 


compoling 


Peculiar Cuſtoms The people of this diſtri have two cuſ- 
toms, which are faſt wearing out, not only here, but all over 
the Highlands, and therefore ought to be taken notice of, while 
they remain. Upon the firſt day of May, which is called Bel. 
tan, or Bal-tein day, all the boys in a townſhip or hamlet, 
meet in the moors. They cut a table in the green ſod, of a 


round figure, by caſting a trench in the ground, of fuch circum- 


ference as to hold the whole company. They kindle a fire, 
and dreſs a repaſt of eggs and milk in the conſiſtence of a cuſ- 
tard. They knead a cake of oatmeal, which is toaſted at the 
embers againſt a ſtone. After the cuſtard is eaten up, they 
divide the cake into ſo many portions, as ſimilar as poſſible 

_ 


Only one inſtatice of child-murder, and another of ſuicide, have occurred 
in this pariſh in the memory of man. No perſon was ever known to be hanged 
or tranſported for felony who belonged to this diſtrict, None has ever been 
heard of to die for want. 


affectionate, and polite, But if the enlargement of farms is 
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to one another in ſize and ſhape, as there are perſons in tha 
company. They daub one of theſe portions all over with 
charcoal, until it be perfectly black. They put all the bits of 
the cake into a bonnet, Every one, blind fold, draws out a 
portion, He who holds the bonnet, is entitled to the laft bit, 
Whoever draws the black bit, is the devoted perſon who.is 
to be ſacrificed to Baal*, whoſe favour they mean to implore, in 
rendering the year productive of the ſuſtenance of man and 
beaſt. There is little doubt of theſe inhuman ſacriſices hav« 
ing been once offered in this country, as well as in the eaſt, 
although they now paſs from the act of ſacrificing, and only 
compel the devoted perſon to leap three times through the 
flames ; with which the ceremonies of this feſtival are cloſed. 
The other cuſtom is, that on All-Saints Even, they ſet up 
bonfires in every village. When the bonfice is conſumed, the 
aſhes are carefully colle&ed in the form of a circle. There is 
a ſtone put in, near the circumference, for every perſon of the 
ſeveral families intereſted in the bonfire; and whatever ſtone 

| 18 


* Bal-tein ſignifies the fire of Baal. Baal, or Ball, is the only word in Gaelic 
for a globe. This feſtival was probably in honour of the ſun, whoſe return, in his 


apparent annual courſe, they celebrated, on account of his having ſuch a viſible 


influence, by his genial warmth, on the productions of the earth. That the Ca- 


. ledonians paid a ſuperſtitious reſpect to the ſun, as was the practice among 


mary other nations, is evident, not only by the facrifice at Baltein, but upon 
many other occaſions. When 2 Highlander goes to bathe, or to drink waters 
out of a conſecrated fountain, he muſt always approach by -going round the 
place, from eaft to weſt on the ſouth fide, in imitation of the apparent diurnal 
motion of the ſun. When the dead are laid in the earth, the grave is approach. 
ed by going round in the ſame manner, The bride is conducted to her future 
ſpouſe, in the preſence of the miniſter, and the glaſs goes round a company, in 

the courſe of the fun. This is called, in Gaelic, going round the right, or the 
lucky way. The oppoſite courſe is the wrong, or the unluchy way. And if a 
perſon's meat or drink were to affect the wind - pipe, or come againſt his breath, 


they inftantly cry out deiſheat + which is an ejaculation praying that it may: E 


dy the right way. 
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is moved out of its place, or injured before next morning, ths 
perſon repreſented by that ſtone is devoted, or fey; and is 
ſuppoſed not to live twelve months from that day. The peo- 
ple received the conſecrated fire from-the Druid priefts next 
morning, the virtues of which were ſuppoſed to continue for 


a year. 


Stature and Manner of Living. —The inhabitants of this 
diſtri&, are neither remarkable for the tallneſs nor the ſhort. 
neſs of their ſtature. They are, in general, well ſhaped ; and 
very few or none deformed from their birth. A common la- 
bourer, who earns 18. or Is. 3d, à day, is thereby enabled, to- 
gether with the induſtry of his wife, to bring up 5 or 6 child. 
ren, with very little help from the public. By the time the 
children are 8 or 10 years of age, he hires them out to attend 
cattle, in ſummer, and puts them to ſchool in winter. His 
earnings buy meal for the whole family; and a few potatoes, 
which he raiſes on a ſpot of ground, that he rents with his 
houſe, and a cow's milk, enable them to paſs the winter com- 
e. jy 


Advantages. This diſtrict has the W of being asg 
on the great military road, which leads from Stirling to Fort- 
William, and of having 5 fairs in the year. The merchants 
of this country, being near the Highlands, have the firſt offer 
for all the commoditzes in which they can ſupply the places 
beyond them; and its vicinity to the Low Country, enables it 
to partake of the plenty which there abounds. The ſchool 
brings a good deal of money to the place, by the reſort of 
boarders, and of families, who take lodgings in and about Cal- 
lander, for the education'of their children, Some genteel fa- 
milies take ſummer quarters for the benefit of the goat whey: 
And although the grain is no more than adequate to the con- 

L ſumption 
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ſumption of the inhabitants, yet there are ſo many ſheep and 
cows, ſo much wool and yarn, beſides the produce of the dairy, 
ſold off every year, that they can ſupply themſelves abundant. 
ly, and have a ſurplus to pay their rents, This place lies 
ſo near the cattle markets at Doune, and in that neighbour. 
hood, that our graziers have not only a ready ſale for their 
own cows, but can let any remainder they have of graſs, in 
their parks, to great advantage, both while the drovers from 
the Highlands are going forward, and when any cattle remain 
unſold, from one market to another. 


Diſadvantages. —The principal diſadvantages. are, that the 
coals are 18 ſtatute miles diſtant ; and that lime is but 2 miles 
nearer, if our quarry at Leney ſhould dip ſo much that it can- 
not be wrought, which is very probable ; that the village of 
Callander may increaſe faſter than the induſtry of the people; 
and that the growing luxury of the times, eſpecially in the 
articles of dreſs, may, unleſs it be ſupported by honeſt labour, 
drive them to uſe improper means to ſupply their artificial 
wants, There is a communication opening between this place 
and Comrie, and the countries adjacent to it, on the N. But 
this line of road 15 incomplete, unleſs the road from Callan- 
der to Thornhill, and the Bridge of Frews, be put in proper re- 
pair, and the direction, in many places, changed. The two 
countries would then be more connected, and the reciprocal 
benefit of both advanced in a high degree ; which is evidently 


the intereſt of the ſuperiors of Thornhill and Callander, and 


of the country at large, 


Means Improvement. The moſt apparent means of ame- 
liorating the circumſtances of the people of this place, are the 
introduction of ſome public works; either the ſpinning or 
"Weaving of wool, upon a larger ſcale; the ſpinning of cotton, 

| | ; the 
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the bleaching of linen, or the printing of cotton clothe 4: 
But we cannot expect to ſee the manufacture of cotton 
at home, meet with the encouragement it ought, as long 
as the monopolizers of cotton goods from the Eaſt In. 
dies have ſuch a weight in the public councils of the na- 
tion, unleſs the firmneſs, and the public ſpirit of the mi. 
niſtry interpoſe, in behalf of the manufacture of their 
own country, In the infancy of any trade, monopolies 
may be neceſſary for its proſperity; but, in its advanced 
ſtate, monopolies are its ruin, and that of the country to which 
it belongs, Our lates, too, might be carried to the ſhore of 
Stirling, to which we have a fine road. Markets might 
be eſtabliſhed for the ſale of ſheep, at proper ſeaſons, in 
the ſame manner as for cows, and we might have a cows» 
market in the fall, the ſame as on the 1 5th of May. A great 
many more Scotch firs ſhould be planted. Such is the pre- 
ſent ſcarcity of this wood at Callander, that a cubical foot of 
it ſells as dear in this place, as that from the Baltic, at the 
hore of Stirling. If the village ſhall be increaſed farthen 
Scotch firs or larches, of all Kinds of timber, are the moſt neceſ- 
ſary for that purpoſe, and there is plenty of waſte ground, unfit 
for tillage, and yielding very little paſture. Inoculatiom might 
be rendered more general, and many lives ſaved to the public, 
if any method were deviſed for having it performed to the poor 
gratis, The ſurgeons of Edinburgh deſerve great praiſe in 
this reſpect. Out of theſe princely donations, which the Society 

For Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge in Scotland, have lately 
received, 

1 Since October 1791, when this account was ſent to Sir John Sinclair, the 
weaving of cotton has been introduced into the village of Callander; and about 
zoo looms are employed. Two tambour ſchools, for the flowering of cotton 
goods, have alſo been eſtabliſhed, which afford employment to upwards of 300 
girls. And, had it not been for the check that credit has received in ſpring 


1793, it is probable theſe branches would have advanced with rapidity, as the 
people diſcover a great eagerneſs to be employed. 
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received, ſomething might ſurcly be done, in this way ; either 
by allowing a trifle to the ſurgeon of the bounds, where there 


is one, for every poor ſcholar on their eſtabliſhment, that was : 


inoculated; or by employing a few ſurgeons; in their own pay, 
each to inoculate the poor in a certain diſtrict; or by cauſing the 
molt intelligent of their ſchoolmaſters to be inſtructed for this 
purpoſe. If the women inoculate in the eaſt, (as we are told 
they do), ſchoolmaſters certainly might, with very ſew leſſons, 
be taught to do it here; and if the ſalaries are to be increaſed, 


this would be a moſt laudable duty, in return for the increaſe 


of ſalary. The funds of this ſociety are ſaid to be one of the 
beſt managed public ſtocks, of the ſame capital, in the Britiſh 
dominions; and from the known character of the members, 
who are ſo high already in the efteem of the public, that no 
account of their qualities is neceſſary here, it might not per- 
haps be foreign to the object of their inſtitution, ſor a few 


years, util moculation became general, to beſtow ſome at- 
tention in promoting the health and preſerving the lives of 
their poorer ſchalars, while there is ſo much done to enlighten 


their minds, and to reform their morals. The number cf 


dogs might be diminiſhed by a judicious tax. There are more 


uſeleſs dogs, than what conſume three times the quantity of 
food, which would maintain the whole poor, The number 
of dram houſes is out of all bounds too great. Thefe haunts of 
the idle, of the prodigal and profane; contaminate the mo- 
rals of the lower claſſes of the people beyond deſcription, A 
poor widow muſt pay a tax, before ſhe can obtain a candle to 
give her light, in ſpinning for the ſupport of her fatherleſs child- 
ren; and yet a dram-ſeller, it ſeems, can get a licence, under 


the ſanQtion of law, for little more than one ſhilling, to cor- 


rupt the morals of the lieges for a, whole year. The depopu- 
lation of the country is a moſt ſerious object; and it is to be 
feared that a ſufficient remedy may not eaſily be found; and 

Vor. 2 - e Ges that 
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that, when we ire battles to fight i in any future wats, o our hardy 
peaſantry, who are the ſtrength of a country, may be gone; 
and we ſhall have none to recruit our armies, except a band 
| of mercenaries from abroad, (who may turn their ſwords 
$ againſt ourſelves), and effeminate manufactures, or defenceleſs 
| ſheep and ſhepherds dogs. To prevent this national eyil, emi. 
N | gration muſt be ſtopt, either by legal reftraints, or by ſound 
| policy. It is very doubtful, whether perſons can be conſtitu- 


| 
| tionally detained, by force, in this cquntry, and preyented from 
| tranſporting themſel ves and their effects, wherever they are 
{ inclined. Unleſs, therefore, the legiſlature can interfere, in 
| recommending what ſpecies of ſtock is to cover the face of the 
country, or in directing the proprietors of land to ere well 
regulated villages, with proper conyeniences, on ſuitable parts 
of their eſtates, and preſerve the numbers of their reſpective 
a people undiminiſbed, nothing can be done by the public, to 
4 put 2 ſtep to depopulation, or to prevent many parts of this 
kingdom from becoming a deſert, but to lay a tax upon all 
ſtore farms, in proportion to the number of their ſheep. 

The water of Turk (the Boar water) which flows from Glen- 
ſinglaſs, falls at right angles into the river that iſſues from Loch- 
Achray. The impetuoſity of the ſtream has collected ſuch a 

bank of grayel and ſtones at the confluence, that the lake is 
thrown back upon ſome valuable land, This might he eaſily 
remedied, and the expence would probably be no more than 
the rent for two or three years of the land, gained. One fide 
of this lake belongs to the Duke of Montroſe, the other to 
the Earl of Moray and the Hon. Mr. Drummond of Perth; 
who certainly might find their ieren! in laying out the ne- 
ceſſary charges, 
Some tracts of land, Indeed, are fitted only for paſture ; but 
where the ground has heen cultivated for ages, and many 
families maintained decently, with a numerous and hardy off- 
x ſpring, 
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ſpring, every patriot's heart muſt bleed to ſee ſeveral ſhips 


annually loaded from thence, with the human ſpecies, for 
foreign ſhores, and ſheep paſturing where men ſhould live, 

BRITANNIA figs already on a ſolitary rock, hangs down her 
head, and, with her eyes bent towards AMERICA, ſhe de- 
plores the departure of her ſons. Ere long, ſhe ſhall ſhed a 
flood of tears, and her cries of diſtreſs will be heard in vain ; 
when her lion is trodden in the mire, by his foes, and none to 
afford relief, 
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